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”
I made the 

right choice
My name is Donald.

This is my story.

“I had just recently retired from the military when 
I learned I had prostate cancer. I researched many
hospitals and procedures, and decided robotic
prostate surgery was the best option for me. 
I chose Scott & White because of their excellent
reputation, and state-of-the-art technology and
treatment. Thanks to Scott & White, my life 
was far from over.”

“

Scott & White is a leader in robotic prostate surgery—technology
that can reduce pain and speed recovery for patients with
prostate cancer. This procedure uses robotic technology to 
make the surgeons’ skillful hand movements even more precise.

One in six American men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer
during their lifetime. This cancer is curable with early diagnosis 
and treatment. See your doctor or call Scott & White today at 
888-724-8649.

Visit sw.org to learn more about robot-assisted surgery and
read the rest of Donald’s amazing story.

Scott & White has been recognized by Thomson as a “100 Top Hospital”.
©2008 Scott & White. All rights reserved.

Your Choice. The Trusted Choice.
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The Gospel According
to Willie
By Joe Nick Patoski

Just in time for his 75th birthday,
Willie Nelson: An Epic Life has
been published by Little Brown
and Company. Joe Nick Patoski,
who wrote this definitive book
about this Texas icon, allowed us
to publish the first excerpt from it.

Saving the Kemp’s
Ridley Turtle
By Melissa Gaskill

Taking eggs from the species’ 
only known nesting site in
Northern Mexico, researchers
have established a successful 
second nesting site on North
Padre Island.
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Copper Theft Has
Consequences
A man, presumed to have been
involved in an attempted cop-
per theft in Austin February 27,
received an estimated 80,000-
volt shock and died at Brooke
Army Medical Center in San
Antonio. He suffered burns
over 100 percent of his body.

“He was cutting a wire that
goes from the equipment into
the ground,” said Ed Clark of
Austin Energy. “This a favorite
target of those who are after
copper because you can possi-
bly cut a wire that is a ground-
ing wire and remove it. The
problem is, if you touch equip-
ment in certain ways or in two
connection points, you can be,
of course, shocked.”

Meanwhile, under an
enhanced sentencing law, a
copper thief was convicted
February 15 and sentenced to
two years in a state felony
facility and fined $5,000. The
theft occurred last November
in the New Home Community
served by Rusk County Electric
Coopera tive. During the trial,
co-op employees said that cop-
per wire theft has cost cooper-
atives and other power
providers in East Texas alone
approximately $4.3 million.

Copper is selling for more
than $3 a pound—hardly enough
money to risk your life for.

letters
COUNTRY DOCTORS THE ‘BEST’ 
I look forward to receiving Texas
Co-op Power because I have
come to expect at least one arti-
cle in each issue to inform and
delight me. The February issue
is no exception. In fact, for me,
the article by Sandy Sheehy,
“Country Doctors,” is the best of
the best. It makes me want to
load up my trailer and move to
Weimar. More important, it fills
me with hope and thanksgiving
that rural physician programs
exist in Texas medical schools
and that doctors opt to embrace
this gift. Thanks for the good
work your magazine does.

HAROLD HOLLIS
Navasota Valley Electric Cooperative

SOLAR SYSTEMS EXPENSIVE
The two primary issues in
developing and integrating
alternative energy are seam-
less, ease-of-use reliability 
and cost factors. As an exam-
ple, current market for an
installed, turnkey photovoltaic
(PV) system is around $9 per
watt generated, so a 5-kilowatt
home system would be about
$45,000 before rebates, if any.
This assumes a six-hour-a-day
average, and such a system
would generate about 10,950
kilowatt-hours a year, $1,095 at
10 cents per kWh, which works
out to a 41-year payback. But
that energy is generated almost
entirely during the so-called
“peak” hours. The two main
factors to consider with self-
generation are: What do you
pay now? And how long do you
expect to live where you are?

DANIEL LEA
Cedar Park

Pedernales Electric Cooperative

We want to hear from our readers. Send
letters to: Editor, Texas Co-op Power, 2550 
S. IH-35, Austin, TX 78704, or e-mail us at 
letters@texas-ec.org. Please include the
name of your town and electric co-op. Letters
may be edited for clarity and length and will
be printed as space allows. Read additional
letters at www.texascooppower.com.

P O W E R T A L K

EARTH MIGHT FEEL SOLAR STORMS
The effects of a storm raging in the heavens will soon
be felt here on Earth, scientists have warned. The first
sunspots in an erupting geomagnetic solar storm have
been detected on the sun’s surface, heralding the start
of what some observers predict will be a strong 11-year
storm cycle.

In the past, solar storms, in which the sun’s mag-
netic field sends highly charged material toward Earth,
have led to power grid failures and interfered with
satellites. With society’s reliance on cellular communi-
cations and global positioning satellite devices, this
most recent storm, expected to peak in 2011 or 2012,
has the potential for widespread disruptions.

On the bright side, the storms in the past have
allowed Texans glimpses of the northern lights.

Freezer Curtains Keep Cold Air In
My wife made plastic curtains for each shelf of our
upright freezer and suspended them from curtain
rods at the front edge of each shelf. It precludes
loss of cold air, which saves defrosting cycles and
power cycles and money.

M.L. CAMPBELL
Comanche County Electric Cooperative

“QUOTABLE”I am forced to conclude
that God made Texas on
His day off, for pure enter-
tainment, just to prove
what diversity could be
crammed into one section
of earth by a really Top
Hand. When it comes to
accounting for the diver-
sity in Texas, I think God
just outdid Himself.

—Mary Lasswell, 
I’ll Take Texas, 

Houghton Mifflin, 1958
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MOORE COUNTY COURTHOUSE SYMBOLIZES A NEW BEGINNING
In downtown Dumas sits the Moore County Courthouse, a 1930 brick-and-concrete struc-
ture flanked with ornamental eagles. The top floor of the courthouse, designed in the
Moderne architectural style by firm Berry and Hatch, originally served as county lockup.
In the late 1800s, a plague of grasshoppers almost turned Dumas into a ghost town, chas-
ing away all residents including the town’s namesake, railroad entrepreneur Louis Dumas.

In 1926, oil and natural gas were discov-
ered in Moore County, and the population
started to boom. Railroad lines connected
the county seat to other communities, and
the town came back to life. The court-
house still stands in its original glory on
the square, where it serves as a reminder
of the area’s rebirth.
—From The Courthouses of Texas, Texas
A&M University Press, second edition, 2007

  H A P P E N I N G S

SALES TAX HOLIDAY IN MAY FOR
ENERGY-EFFICIENT PRODUCTS
If you need a new energy-efficient
product, wait until Memorial Day
weekend to make your purchase.
Texas shoppers get a break from
state and local sales and use taxes 
on purchases of many Energy Star
products from 12:01 a.m. on
Saturday, May 24, to 11:59 p.m. on
Monday, May 26 (Memorial Day).

Products qualifying for the
exemption are:
≠ Air conditioners priced under

$6,000 (room and central units)
≠ Clothes washers

(but not clothes dryers)
≠ Ceiling fans
≠ Dehumidifiers

≠ Dishwashers
≠ Light bulbs

(incandescent and fluorescent)
≠ Programmable thermostats
≠ Refrigerators priced under $2,000 

Qualifying products will display
the Energy Star logo on the appli-
ance, the packaging or the Energy
Guide label. 

There’s something good to say
about those nasty flying cock-
roaches from Asia, after all.
According to the Associated
Press, they love to devour the
eggs of bollworms and beet
army worms, which threaten
cotton, soybean, corn, tomato,
cabbage and a variety of other
crops. But like many other ben-
eficial insects, they are sus-
ceptible to pesticides.

Stare down the barrel of history at “SAMUEL
COLT: ARMS, ART AND INVENTION,” an
exhibition of firearms owned or invented by this
amazing 19th-century weapon maker.

Meet the gun that won the West—the Colt .45—
and take in other treasures, including art and
awards related to Colt’s life, during this exhibition
that runs May 24 through September 1 at the
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum in Canyon.

The exhibition looks back at Colt the inventor,
collector and marketing guru who demonstrated the
value of branding, introduced manufacturing production lines and came up with the con-
cept of interchangeable parts for firearms.

Colt’s firearms are known for their simplicity and elegance, from their exquisite lines to
their eye-catching finishes of highly polished blue steel, color case hardening and cool
white silver-plate meant to reflect light.

For more information, call (806) 651-2244 or go to www.panhandleplains.org.

Texas Co-op Power (USPS 540-560) is pub-
lished monthly by Texas Electric Cooperatives
(TEC). Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX
and at additional offices. TEC is the statewide
association representing 74 electric coopera-
tives. Texas Co-op Power’s website is www 
.texascooppower.com. Call (512) 454-0311 or 
e-mail knorthcott@texas-ec.org.

Subscription price is $3.84 per year for individ-
ual members of subscribing cooperatives. If you
are not a member of a subscribing cooperative,
you can purchase an annual subscription at the
nonmember rate of $7.50. Individual copies and
back issues are available for $3 each.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Texas
Co-op Power (USPS 540-560), 2550 S. IH-35,
Austin, TX 78704. Please enclose label from
this copy of Texas Co-op Power showing old
address and key numbers.

ADVERTISING: Advertisers interested in buying
display ad space in Texas Co-op Power and/or
in our 30 sister publications in other states,
contact Martin Bevins at (512) 486-6249.

Advertisements in Texas Co-op Power are paid
solicitations. The publisher neither endorses
nor guarantees in any manner any product or
company included in this publication. Product
satisfaction and delivery responsibility lie solely
with the advertiser. Direct questions or com-
ments about advertising to Martin
Bevins, Sales Director.

© Copyright 2008 Texas Electric Cooperatives,
Inc. Reproduction of this issue or any portion of
it is expressly prohibited without written per-
mission. Willie Wiredhand © Copyright 2008
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
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ooner or later, no matter where

they’d been or where they were
going, the road led back to

Abbott, as it did several
times a year to a place its
most famous native son
described as “free as the

America that you want.”
The population of the small

town near the center of the sec-
ond-biggest state in the United States

had neither decreased nor increased. It was pretty much the
same. “It keeps calling me back,” Willie said. “You go back to
where you feel good. It’s not really a big surprise to me that
I can’t wait to get back there again and hang out or ride my
bike or run or take off on some of those little roads.”

On the first Sunday morning of July in the year of our
Lord 2006, just north of West and not too far from Bug
Tussle, Honeysuckle Rose IV and four other buses found
their way to the Abbott Methodist Church and surrounded
the modest 107-year-old white clapboard church with the
humble shake-shingled steeple like wagons around the
campfire. The United Methodist congregation of the church
that Bobbie Lee and Willie Hugh Nelson had grown up in
had dwindled to the point they merged into the larger
United Methodist church congregation in Hillsboro. The

church building was put up for sale, with a likely fate of
being torn down or moved to become a wedding chapel on
the highway or a steakhouse in Dallas. Donald Reed,
Willie’s classmate from the Class of ’50, called him with a
heads up. The asking price for the prettiest building in all of
Abbott was $72,000.

“See if they’ll take $2,500 more than they’re asking,”
Willie instructed Donald.

An old-fashioned Sunday morning gospel singing cele-
brated the church’s rebirth. The chapel, which could seat a
little more than 100 worshippers, was packed. All 200 fold-
ing chairs under tent awnings on the lawn outside the
church were filled, its occupants fanning themselves with
commemorative fans while watching two giant flat screen
video screens showing what was going on inside. Five giant
Prevost touring buses surrounded the building, including
the one with a side mural of a noble Indian warrior chief on
horseback escorting a smaller pony, and the ethereal image
on back painted by David Zettner of an eagle’s eyes morph-
ing into the eyes of Willie Nelson. 

On the lawn by the tents, a community Sunday supper of
fresh food and free bottles of Willie Nelson Spring Water
was being readied by members of the Texas Organic
Farmers and Gardeners Association and the Austin Spice
Company. 

Inside, on the platform by the pulpit were Sister Bobbie

T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N  O F  T H E  A B B O T T  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

A C C O R D I N G T O WI L L I E

When it was Willie’s turn, he brought it all back home and witnessed like he rarely did when he was the star of the
Willie Nelson Show. “Sister Bobbie and I have been going to this church ever since we were born,” he said to the
gathering. “I don’t know what persuasion y’all were when you entered this door, but now you’re all members of the
Abbott Methodist Church and will be, forever and ever. We’re starting a Department of Peace here in Abbott;
we’ve got departments of war everywhere, so go forth and spread the peace.” B Y  J O E  N I C K  P A T O S K I

S

Gospel
The
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and her full flowing mane of honey-blonde hair behind the
7-foot Steinway B she played on the road, home again with
her brother dressed in his Sunday best with a dark suit
jacket over a black oxford shirt, his hair pulled back in a
ponytail down to the small of his back—as long as Sister’s—
playing the prelude, she on piano, he on guitar, the two of
them, playing “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”

“What a glorious day,” preached Pastor Denise Rogers,
opening the service. “Let us pray.” Heads bowed, the con-
gregation prayed. She read from Isaiah 43:1 focusing on the
line “I am about to do a new thing, now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? I will make a way in wilderness and
rivers in the desert.”

“That is why we’re here today. God is doing a new thing
here today in Abbott, Texas,” the pastor said. “These words
were written for a group that had been in exile, a larger
number who had dwindled down to a few, a remnant that
had faith in God.”

When it was Willie’s turn, he brought it all back home
and witnessed like he rarely did when he was the star of the
Willie Nelson Show. “Sister Bobbie and I have been going
to this church ever since we were born,” he said to the gath-
ering. “I don’t know what persuasion y’all were when you
entered this door, but now you’re all members of the
Abbott Methodist Church and will be, forever and ever.
We’re starting a Department of Peace here in Abbott; we’ve
got departments of war everywhere, so go forth and spread
the peace.” 

olding a lyric sheet, he

sang “Precious Memories”
as Bobbie played piano
and Leon Russell, tucked
away in a corner, ever
mysterious with white
hair, gray and black
jacket, black Hawaiian

shirt and dark sunglasses,
played chords on a small

Yamaha. Willie didn’t need a
lyric sheet to forcefully sing the

next song with the opening lines,
“There’s a family Bible on the table, its pages worn and hard
to read. ...”

Willie introduced his preacher friend from up near
Dallas, Dave Rich, who told a story about Willie writing “It’s
Not for Me To Understand” back in the mid-1960s. Upon
hearing the demo Rich had recorded of the song, Willie
jumped from behind a desk and started beating the floor,
saying to Pete Drake, “I don’t care if I never get another song
recorded, I’m satisfied now.” The song of acceptance and
redemption became part of the Yesterday’s Wine song cycle.

He sang “What Happened to Peace on Earth?” solo, then
was joined by Paul and Billy and Mickey and Bee for some
uptempo gospel with “Will the Circle Be Unbroken” and “I’ll
Fly Away.”

Daughter Susie Nelson read the closing statement from

H
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WI L L I E HU G H N E L S O N
This Is Your Life!

� Born April 30, 1933, Abbott, TX—75 years old this year
� Wrote his first song at age 7
� Began playing in a local band at age 9
� Earned $6 for playing guitar at age 10
� Began Air Force service in 1951
� Attended Baylor University in 1954
� Moved to Nashville in 1960, earning money primarily as a

songwriter
� Between 1961 and 1963, Nelson’s songs were recorded by

Faron Young (“Hello Walls”), Patsy Cline (“Crazy”), Billy
Walker (“Funny How Time Slips Away”) and Ray Price
(“Night Life”)

� First major label deal with Liberty Records in 1961
� Left Nashville and moved back to Texas, helping foment the

“Outlaw Country” movement
� Played for the first time at Austin’s Armadillo World

Headquarters in August 12, 1972
� Started growing his hair long as he cemented a musical/

cultural tie between hippies and cowboys
� Held first Fourth of July picnic in Dripping Springs in 1973
� Made his movie acting debut in “The Electric Horseman” in

1979
� Released “The IRS Tapes: Who’ll Buy My Memories” album

in 1992 to help pay off his tax obligations 
� Recorded singles with, among others, Tracy Nelson, Ray

Charles,  Leon Russell, Webb Pierce, Darrell McCall, Hank
Cochran, Danny Davis & the Nashville Brass, Jody Payne,
Johnny Bush, Roger Miller, Dolly Parton, Merle Haggard,
Brenda Lee, Julio Iglesias, Kris Kristofferson, David Allan
Coe, Porter Wagoner, Norah Jones, Sheryl Crow, Sinéad
O’Connor, Neil Young and Ryan Adams 

� Recorded “Highwayman” with Johnny Cash, Kristofferson
and Waylon Jennings

� His album “Stardust” stayed on the country charts for 10
years

� Total albums: nearly 300 titles, including
repackagings

Sources: Country Music Television
and Willie Nelson: An Epic Life 
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the Abbott United Methodist Church congregation affirming
“the end of an era is the beginning of another” and that a
church is “not a place or building, but the people of God.”

“That’s where we all are today, thank you for coming out
and visiting with us today” Willie said, leading into “Amazing
Grace” accompanied by piano, harmonica and the whir of
locusts in full summer song and the low rumble of five buses
idling, punctuated by an occasional warning whistle from a
Katy freight train passing through.

The service was captured by television cameras and
microphones for the RFD cable television channel dedicated
to rural America, local stations in Dallas-Fort Worth and
Waco and for KHBR, 1560, “Radio for Your Hometown” the
station where Willie Nelson first performed on the radio.

Outside of town along Trlica Road, an expansive blue
Texas sky laced with puffy clouds lorded over a landscape in
full summer glory with thickets of trees along property lines,
clustered around houses, and in groves lining creek and river
bottoms wearing their richest greens. What little corn, wheat
and sorghum remained in the fields had dried up and with-
ered, but tiny white cotton bolls were beginning to emerge
on the cotton plants. Giant sunflowers dappled stretches of
the rolling countryside with splotches of bright yellow.
Abbott was a slice of American apple pie done up Texas-style. 

The good, God-fearing church people along with other
town citizens pressed up close to Honeysuckle Rose IV trying
to peer through the tinted windows of the touring bus belong-
ing to the local boy made good, alongside representatives of
the sheriff ’s department and fire department keeping the
street clear. All of them appeared to be oblivious to the putrid
skunk aroma wafting out of the bus—the telltale sign some-
one was burning Willie Weed on this fine Sunday morning.
The firemen and the sheriff ’s deputies were too busy cheering
the little man emerging from the church to mind the odor.

Instamatics, 35mm film, digital and cell phone cameras
were held high in the air, all aimed at the man slowly making
his way into the throng of the faithful crowding the 20-yard
path from church door to bus to the sound of cheers and
laughter. A noble among his flock, he was one of them. He set
off a round of cheers by simply signing the guitar that had

been passed over heads in his direction, and another round
of cheers as he sent it back over the sea of hands to its
owner. 

That Sunday morning, Abbott looked, sounded and
smelled like Texas. The gathering attracted all shapes,
sizes and colors, an estuary of humanity where the sacred
mingled with the profane, ebbing and flowing around a
solitary man, a Texan’s Texan. 

Willie Hugh Nelson was living in the moment, “the
only time,” he said, “I can do anything about.”

He had done what he’d always set out to do. “I think
I’ve about covered it,” he said with satisfaction. And he
was on to the next. 

From the book, Willie Nelson: An Epic Life by Joe Nick
Patoski. Reprinted by permission of  Little, Brown and
Company, New York, NY. All rights reserved. 
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BACKYARD BUILDING KITS
A permanent storage solution in your backyard!

CHOOSE FROM OVER 30 COLORS!*

26-gauge roof and wall 
sheets with 30-year 

limited paint warranty

Trim package and 

door included

Sizes available include:
• 6' x 9' x 7' • 9' x 12' x 7'
• 12' x 15' x 7' • 12' x 21' x 8'
• 18' x 21' x 8' 

Easy construction –

 just bolt it together

877-2-MUELLER

www.MuellerInc.com

Available at 27 convenient locations!
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high-quality, searchable digital 

listening enjoyment.
 Listen to your favorite Old and New 
Testament passages and Bible stories 
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the GoBible® it 
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downloads 
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digital audio 
player puts 
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Word at your 
command.  
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audio Bible 
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and ready 
to play. 
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how you want the GoBible® to bring the 
scriptures to life for you. It’s remarkably easy. 
In fact, it is the fi rst and only audio Bible 
that allows you to navigate through 31,000 
individual verses of the entire Bible to begin 
listening at the book, chapter or specifi c verse 
you want!
  You can even select your 
favorites from over two hundred of 
the most popular Bible stories.

 For those who have promised 
themselves to someday fi nish the entire 
Bible, the GoBible® also off ers a unique 
“Bible-in-a-Year” program that can make 
accomplishing this challenge a reality. 

Every timeless word of the 
Old and New Testaments is 

faithfully included.
 Th e GoBible® comes complete and 
unabridged and is available in your choice 
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Bible – New International Version 
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 You can also choose Th e King James 
Version superbly narrated by the renowned 
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or Th e New King James Version read 
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Documentary, 
“Shiloh.”

 Th e GoBible® is ideal for personal listening 
and can also be connected to optional 
portable speakers to share the Word with 
Bible study groups, family and friends.

Great sound quality and a
big, bright, easy-to-read screen.

 Th e GoBible® package includes the 
lightweight digital audio player that 
runs on a single AAA battery (included), 
ergonomically designed earbuds, handy belt 
clip, and handsome 
carrying case. 

 No downloads. No software. No computer. Th e GoBible® is preloaded and ready to play!

Try GoBibleRISKFREEFor 30 Days!

$9995
Each

Find what you want to hear fast! Search by book, 
chapter, and over 31,000 individual verses - even 
by 229 stories!

Portable speakers and FM 
car radio transmitter for 
group and family listening 
are sold separately.

NIV
Now Available!  An audio Bible in the palm of your hand. 

Search and begin play at any verse– a fi rst for audio Bibles!
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JJUST BEFORE THE EARLY SUMMER sun

peeks over the Gulf of Mexico, several
members of the Padre Island National
Seashore staff carry a standard-issue
grocery store cooler to the beach.
Inside are Kemp’s ridley sea turtle
hatchlings. At 1 1/2 to 2 inches long, the
turtles are smaller than the palm of one
of the gloved hands that scoop them up
and carefully place them on the shore a
few feet from the surf. The hatchlings
immediately scurry over sand and sea-
weed toward the water, which at first
sweeps them back up the shore. With
flippers churning like tiny propellers,
the turtles try again and again, finally
catching a wave that carries them out
to sea.

During the summer of 2007, this
scene was repeated 128 times on the
Texas coast. Following their release, the
hatchlings swim for several days, then
drift with currents to floating masses of
sargassum seaweed or debris, which
provide cover from predators and
plenty to eat until the turtles grow large
enough to navigate the open sea. In the
wild, perhaps only 1 in 1,000 turtle eggs
survives to adulthood. Shepherding the
hatchlings safely to the water after first
incubating the eggs in a specially
designed lab at the seashore improves
those rather dismal odds. Similar efforts
protect eggs and hatchlings in Mexico.

In 1978, when the worldwide count
for Kemp’s ridleys was barely 900 (not a
single one of them in Texas), scientists
founded the multiagency, binational
Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle Restoration
and Enhancement Project. For the next
10 years, the project collected several

thousand eggs annually from the tur-
tle’s only known nesting site, a beach in
northern Mexico. Those eggs were
incubated in sand from North Padre
Island, where the species had nested
decades earlier, and the hatchlings were
released on island beaches.

The idea, says Donna Shaver, chief
of the Division of Sea Turtle Science
and Recovery at Padre Island National
Seashore, was to imprint the turtles on
the location and establish a second
nesting area so the species would not
literally have all its eggs on one beach.
It was a long wait, but sure enough, in
1996, turtles finally returned to Padre
Island to lay eggs, and the number of
nests has increased each year. Today,
the National Seashore is the most

important Kemp’s ridley nesting area
in the United States.

The drastic decline in the number of
Kemp’s ridleys prior to 1978 was pri-
marily due to two things, according to
Shaver: large-scale human taking of
eggs from the nesting beach in Mexico,
where they are considered a delicacy,
and loss of juvenile and adult turtles in
fishing operations. Protecting nests in
both countries and reducing the take of
adults from commercial and recre-
ational fishing through information
campaigns and devices that allow tur-
tles to escape nets have contributed to
the encouraging rise in nesting turtles.
But the species is still far from recovery,
which is currently defined as 10,000
nests worldwide in a single season.

S A V I N G

K E M P ’ S

R I D L E Y

L A R R Y  D I T T O

B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L



M a y  2 0 0 8 T E X A S  C O - O P  P O W E R 1 3

Drowning in shrimp nets remains
the main cause of Kemp’s ridley mor-
tality, while harvesting of eggs, slaugh-
ter for food and incidental capture by
fishing operations continue. Propeller
strikes, entanglement in and ingestion
of marine debris, and dredging are also
major threats, Shaver says. 

“The current prognosis for Kemp’s
ridley is encouraging. But it remains
the most critically endangered sea tur-
tle species,” stresses Patrick Burchfield,
director of Brownsville’s Gladys Porter
Zoo, one of the 30 organizations and
businesses on both sides of the border
involved in the recovery project. “We
cannot relent until we have reached our
objective for removing them from the
endangered list. We must have the nec-

essary safeguards and strategies in
place both in the U.S. and Mexico so
history does not repeat itself.” 

Scientists emphasize that the public
is an important part of the turtle’s
recovery. Kemp’s ridleys usually come
ashore to nest during the day, when
wind is likely to blow away a nesting
mother’s telltale tracks in the sand.
Reaching 80 to 100 pounds and 2 feet
in shell length, Kemp’s ridleys are the
smallest and lightest sea turtles. The
largest, leatherbacks, reach 4 to 6 feet
in length and are 1,000 pounds-plus.
When the relatively light Kemp’s rid-
leys come ashore to nest, they leave
only faint tracks on the beach in the
best of conditions. They take just 45
minutes to crawl onto the sand, bury

their eggs, and return to the water.
Park staff and trained volunteers mon-
itor 80 miles of Texas beach from
March through July, but beachgoers
still find the majority of turtles.

Shaver also recently trained her cairn
terrier, appropriately named Ridley, to
sniff out turtle eggs. Last summer, beach
patrollers spotted turtle tracks, and staff
and volunteers searched for her nest in
the deep, wind-blown sand of North
Padre Island for five hours before calling
in Ridley. He immediately found the
nest, and the team took the eggs to
safety in the lab.

People should report nesting turtles
immediately, Shaver says. The public
can also help protect the turtles in other
ways, including driving slowly and care-

LEFT, after years of hatchling

releases at Padre Island National

Seashore, some adult Kemp’s 

ridley sea turtles return to their

imprinted nesting site to continue

the process of reproduction. Here

one is crawling ashore to bury her

eggs. Within 45 minutes, she will

return to the sea. 
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ABOVE, Ridley the terrier has been

trained to sniff out turtle eggs for

rescuers. They are usually taken

to the lab where they can develop

under optimum conditions. 

LEFT, volunteers kneel next to a

clutch of eggs, using a tape

measure to demonstrate the size

of the hatching turtles.



fully on all beaches, limiting beach
lighting (which confuses hatchlings),
and not intentionally harming or taking
turtles (it is illegal to take home a hatch-
ling, a nesting turtle or eggs).

“Don’t litter or throw trash in the
water, especially plastic, since turtles can
ingest it, and it has been linked to turtle
death,” she adds. “Pick up plastic bags.
Recycle. If you’re boating in an area
where you see turtles, slow down and
avoid collision with them. If you see tur-
tles in the water and are fishing, try to
move elsewhere so you don’t unintention-
ally catch one or snag one in the flipper.”

In addition to Kemp’s ridleys, four
more of the world’s seven species of sea
turtles are found in the Gulf of Mexico:

leatherback, hawksbill, green and log-
gerhead turtles. All five species nest on
the National Seashore now or have in
the past, and all are threatened or
endangered. Since the recovery project
began, the worldwide high for Kemp’s
ridley nests in a year has risen to 5,000.
While only half the number needed to
change the species’ endangered status,
the trend is definitely positive.

“It’s a compelling story,” says Shaver,
who since 1980 has dedicated her
career to helping the turtles. “Humans
caused the decline, and now humans
are part of the success.”

Melissa Gaskill has written about state
parks for Texas Co-op Power.

Ridley Release

The public is invited to certain hatchling
releases, which are held at dawn at the
National Seashore between June and
August. Release dates are posted on the
turtle hotline, (361) 949-7163, as
clutches appear ready for hatching.
Visitors from out of town are encour-
aged to call before coming to the area,
and again the night before the release
to make sure it is still scheduled. The
turtles generally hatch during the night,
and must be released soon after so they
will have enough energy to swim miles
out into Gulf currents, where they can
feed. Sometimes hatchlings are so
active that their release can’t wait until
dawn. Timing a visit around projected
release for several nests and spending
a few days in the area is the best way to
increase the odds of seeing this memo-
rable and moving sight.

Members of the public can also vol-
unteer to patrol the beach during nest-
ing season, April through July. Training
sessions are held in February and
March at the National Seashore, and
volunteers do five-hour morning or
afternoon patrols of a designated area.
Volunteers are asked to commit to at
least one month of service, although
some sign up for the entire season.
Cynthia Rubio, biologist and volunteer
coordinator for the sea turtle program,
says, “Finding a nesting turtle is an
experience of a lifetime.”

To volunteer for nest patrol, call (361)
949-8173, extension 228; to report sea
turtles or nests on the beach, ask for
extension 226 or 0.
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Visitors are allowed to watch the hatchlings make their way to the water. Volunteers can also join a pro-

gram to patrol the beach during nesting season, April through July.
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Up to three entries are allowed per person. Each should be submitted on a separate piece of paper. Entries MUST include your name, address and phone number, plus
the name of your electric cooperative, or they will be disqualified. Send entries to: Holiday Recipe Contest, 2550 S. IH-35, Austin, TX 78704, or fax to (512) 486-6254.
To enter by e-mail (recipes@texas-ec.org), you must include “Holiday Recipe Contest” in the subject line and submit one recipe per e-mail (no attachments). For official
rules, visit www.texascooppower.com or send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the address above.

Attention, cooks: We’d like to share your best original holiday recipes with 2.8 million Texas Co-op Power readers
and give you a chance to win cash prizes and the acclaim of your friends and family. All recipes must include a
Pioneer Brand product such as flour, gravy mix, microwaveable gravy, biscuit & baking mix, or pancake mix.
Deadline for receipt of entries is September 10, 2008. Winners will be announced in our December 2008 issue. 

GRAND-PRIZE WINNER TAKES HOME $3,000. FOUR RUNNERS-UP WILL EACH WIN $500.GRAND-PRIZE WINNER TAKES HOME $3,000. FOUR RUNNERS-UP WILL EACH WIN $500.

$5,000 IN TOTAL PRIZES!
4TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST4TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST

$5,000 IN TOTAL PRIZES!
SPONSORED BY

For years, the lawn consumed over 75% of the average

home’s water usage... now it doesn’t have to.

w w w . T U R F F A L O . c o mw w w . T U R F F A L O . c o m

You don’t want a car 
that guzzles gas...

Does your lawn guzzle water? The newest 

turfgrass technology delivers the perfect 

lawn - beautiful and water conserving.

Half the water & half the mowing; in full 

sun to 80% shade, Turffalo has a solution.

Turffalo brand grass is beautiful, soft, golf 

course quality and extremely durable.  The 

ultimate sustainable landscape.

Insist on Turffalo brand from your builder 

or landscaper, or have your lawn shipped 

directly to you - anywhere in the US!

Plugs cover completely and are easy 

shipped direct -

Order from

Turffalo.com
or

800-872-0522

Why have a lawn 
that guzzles water?



Call 888-567-2375 to get your 
Hydroxatone® 30-Day Risk 

Free Trial Offer Today!
Mention Promotion Code 

2HTP11A for a Free Upgrade!

What Our Customers
Have To Say About 
Hydroxatone®. . .
“Within two weeks of using Hydroxatone®, 
I was getting compliments on my skin from 
friends and co-workers. My skin not only feels 
great, but it looks great too! You’ve made me 
a Hydroxatone® believer!”
 

— Robin B., Los Angeles
Results not typical

Erase Wrinkles Without Botox®*!

I n recent years Botox®* has been 
 promoted as the leader of anti- 
 wrinkle treatments. Although it can 

be successful, it is very expensive, painful, 
must be administered by a physician, and, 
in many cases, two to three treatments 
are needed for the desired corrections. 
After years of research and testing, a new 
safe, more affordable product offering 
comparable results is now available.

Most Advanced Anti-Aging 
Product Available

 Hydroxatone® is a true, clinically 
proven Botox®* alternative. It is a superior 
facial cream that can reduce deep wrinkles, 
and it’s completely non-toxic, safe and has 
no side effects. How can it rival Botox®*? 
Hydroxatone® contains three of the most 
effective substances known that are 
needed for real results. Most products use 
one or two of these important ingredients, 
but the makers of Hydroxatone® are the 

most advanced skin care and wrinkle 
reducer on the market.

THREE Proven Wrinkle- 
Reducing Ingredients

 Hydroxatone® is unlike any other 
skin cream you’ve ever tried because 
it relies on THREE proven ingredients 

for REAL results. Matrixyl™ 3000‡ is 
clinically proven to promote collagen 
production in the skin. Collagen is the 
most powerful substance known to  
help keep skin stay young, soft and 
vibrant. Argireline®§ is a combination 
of amino acids formulated to relax 
facial wrinkles, reduce the degree of 
existing wrinkles and stop their future 
development. And Hyaluronic Acid is 
virtually unmatched in hydrating the 
skin, resulting in increased smoothness, 
softening, elasticity and decreased facial 
wrinkles. But Hydroxatone® doesn’t 
stop there! It also includes other natural 
antioxidants, botanicals, vitamins, and 
peptides and a gentle but powerful 
exfoliant...all to nourish your skin while 
fading wrinkles. 

Up To 68% Reduction Of Deep Wrinkles 
 
 Unless you’ve actually tried 
Hydroxatone®, it’s hard to imagine it 
can work the miracles users claim it 
does. But women and men of all ages 
are using Hydroxatone® and seeing real 
and noticeable results every day. The 
cumulative results that are seen within 
two weeks will continue with daily use. 
Over six months this will increase to as 
much as a 68% reduction in deep wrinkles. 

There Is No Comparison

 Forget Botox®* or any other radical 
and dangerous treatments. Throw out 
other creams that simply don’t work. 
Hydroxatone® is a proven anti-wrinkle 
cream that is completely safe and 

clinically proven. Within two weeks 
Hydroxatone® users will start to see 
results. With continued use, their skin 
will become softer, smoother, more 
radiant, and younger-looking...and 
that’s GUARANTEED. 

For years consumers have only had 
expensive and ineffective alternatives 
to achieve younger looking skin. You 
may have seen other inferior anti-
wrinkle products costing hundreds 
of dollars at some high priced salons. 
Unlike those pricey and unproven 
alternatives, the manufacturer of 
Hydroxatone®

anti-aging technology that they  
are offering a  
30-day risk 
free trial offer...
because seeing  
is believing! 

To get your 
supply of 
Hydroxatone® risk free, for just a 
small S&H fee call 888-567-2375. Our 
operators are available to let you try 
one of the greatest breakthroughs in 

spending hundreds of dollars.

Having A Hard Time 
Finding Hydroxatone® ?

www.hydroxatonedirect.com

Breakthrough anti-aging cream 

 
of Botox®*.

HYDROXATONE®

HEALTHNEWS

HOW Hydroxatone® WORKS

MATRIXYL ™ 3000 ‡ +  ARGIRELINE ®§ +  HYALURONIC ACID 

Matrixyl™ 3000‡ – is clinically proven to 
promote collagen production in the skin.

Argireline®§ – is a combination of amino 
acids formulated to relax facial wrinkles, 
reduce the degree of existing wrinkles and 
stop their future development.

Hyaluronic Acid – is virtually unmatched 
in hydrating the skin, resulting in increased 
smoothness, softening, elasticity and 
decreased facial wrinkles.

BEFORE AFTERCOLLAGEN

“I talk to so many women 
who would do almost 
anything to look younger. 
That is why I recommend 
Hydroxatone® to so many  
of my patients.”

—Dr. Michael Fiorillo is a world 
renowned board certified plastic 
and reconstructive surgeon and 
codeveloper of Hydroxatone®.

Acetyl
Hexapeptide 3

Why Choose Hydroxatone®

Matrixyl™

3000‡

Hydroxatone®

Argireline®§

*Botox® is a registered trademark of Allergan, Inc. – †Olay® ® is a registered trademark of  Klein-Becker IP Holdings, LLC. – 
§Argireline® ‡Matrixyl™ ®
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You have a television, DVD player,
microwave oven, electric range and

cooktop, refrigerator/freezer, stereo,
heat pump and personal computer. So
does your next-door neighbor. So why
is your electric bill almost twice as
high every month?

Consider this: How well are your
walls insulated compared to your
neighbor’s? Do you take longer, hot-
ter showers? Are you cooking gour-
met meals or baking from scratch
while your neighbor subsists on
quick-heating TV dinners? Does the
TV keep you company even when
you’re not watching it?

Just as no two families live alike,
no two electric bills are the same.
Comparing your monthly statement
to anyone else’s would be like compar-
ing your weekly grocery tabs. Two
families of four most likely will not
spend exactly the same amount on
food because their tastes and habits
are different.

Think about the conveniences you
might be willing to pay for, even
though your neighbor isn’t. Are you
more comfortable sleeping in an
extra-cool house on hot summer
nights? Maybe your neighbor’s ther-
mostat setting ekes the temperature
up a few degrees at bedtime. 

Do members of your family enter-
tain themselves in separate rooms
after dinner—turning a light on in
each—while the folks next door gather
all together in a family room to watch
baseball games on TV?

The way to lower your electric
costs is to use energy more efficiently
before the bill comes. If your neigh-
bor’s bill is lower than yours, ask for
some tips about how to save money by
conserving energy around the house
or contact your electric cooperative
for energy-saving ideas.

WHY IS MY ELECTRIC
BILL MORE THAN MY
NEIGHBOR’S?Whether you have the newest,

most efficient electric appli-
ances or you’re hanging onto some
that practically qualify as antiques,
you can use them smarter so they
waste less energy.

Here are some free and easy ways
to cut waste—and your energy bill:

≠ Move your refrigerator away from
the stove, dishwasher and heating
vents. The heat from those devices
makes the refrigerator work harder to
stay cold, so it runs less efficiently.

≠ If your refrigerator’s coils are
exposed, vacuum them every three
months. When dirt builds up on the
coils, the appliance has to use more
energy to keep your food cold.

≠ Repair the gaskets on your refrig-
erator’s door if they come loose.
Damaged gaskets let cold air leak. 

≠ Cover all foods and liquids in your
refrigerator. Uncovered food products
will release moisture into the air, forc-
ing your refrigerator’s compressor to
work harder than it would otherwise.

≠ If your old freezer doesn’t self-
defrost, do it yourself—as soon as a
quarter-inch of ice builds up. An ice-
laden freezer is inefficient. 

≠ Stop rinsing dishes by hand
before you load them into the dish-
washer, especially if yours has a pre-
rinse or rinse/hold cycle. Simply
scrape leftover food from the plates
and let the dishwasher do the rest.

≠ Set your dishwasher to its
“energy-saver” feature and leave it
there so it saves energy every time you
use it.

≠ Air dry dishes instead of using
your dishwasher’s drying cycle.

≠ Match the size of your pots and
pans to the size of the stovetop burner
you’re using. Placing a small pot on a
large burner wastes a lot of heat.

≠ Cover pots and pans with lids so
you can cook at a lower burner setting.

≠ Cook small meals in toaster ovens

or microwaves instead of an oven. It
takes a lot of energy to heat the space
in your oven, so unless you’re cooking
something as large as a turkey or a
ham, all that energy is going to waste.
Plus you’re not adding “waste heat” to
your kitchen. 

≠ Select the “small load” setting on
your washing machine when you don’t
have enough laundry to fill the tub. At
that setting, the washer will fill with
less water.

≠ Clean your clothes dryer filters
after each load. This not only keeps
the appliance from working too hard,
it can prevent a fire. 

≠ Dry towels and heavier cottons in
a separate load from lighter-weight
clothes.

≠ Periodically inspect your dryer
vent to ensure it is not blocked.
Manufacturers recommend using rigid
venting material, not plastic vents that
may collapse and cause blockages.

≠ Don’t over-dry your clothes. If
your machine has a moisture sensor,
use it.

≠ Set your water heater to 120
degrees. That’s hot enough, even
though some manufacturers pre-set
theirs to 140 degrees.

Smart Appliance Use 
Saves Energy
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ELECTRIC NOTES

HOW OLD IS YOUR
HAIR DRYER?
Most hair dryers made after 1991

have built-in shutoff switches in
case they land in water. But the
Consumer Product Safety
Commission estimates millions of old
dryers are still in use.

If yours is old, get a new one. Even
if you feel confident you can prevent
an accident, you can never be too 
prepared. 

When choosing a new hair dryer:
≠ Look for a large, rectangular-

shaped plug at the end of the cord.
This indicates that the dryer has extra 
protections in place to prevent 
electrocution.

≠ Check for a sticker indicating
that the model has been certified by a
recognized testing agency like
Underwriters Laboratories.

≠ Manufacturers are not required
to include the automatic shut-off
switches, so inspect a dryer’s packag-
ing and descriptions before you buy it.
Beware of super-inexpensive products
or those packed in shoddy 
materials.

And remember, water and electric-
ity don’t mix—even if your hair dryer
has a safety shutoff.

HOW TO TEST BACKYARD GFCIs
Outlets protected by a ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) only offer protec-
tion when they work properly. Set up a monthly schedule to test GFCIs, particu-
larly for backyard pools and hot tubs. Infrequently used and portable or
cord-connected GFCIs should be tested before each day’s use. To test a GFCI:

≠ Wear shoes while conducting the test, especially if outdoors or standing on
wet ground.

≠ Plug a nightlight into the outlet and turn the nightlight on.
≠ Press the "TEST" button. Did the light go out? If not, replace the GFCI or

have it inspected by an electrician.
≠ Press the "RESET" button. Did the light come back on? If not, replace the GFCI.

If the warm spring weather tempts
you to turn on your air conditioning

too early, don’t do it.
Reach for your ceiling fan instead. 
Ceiling fans can make a room feel

cooler, but they use 90 percent less
energy than an air conditioner.

If you’re looking into getting a new
ceiling fan, answer these five questions:

1. HOW BIG IS YOUR ROOM? The big-
ger the room, the longer the blades
should be. A rule of thumb: For a
room smaller than 100 square feet,
like a bathroom or laundry room, buy
a fan with 32- to 36-inch blades. For a
medium-sized bedroom, office or
kitchen—up to about 225 square
feet—you’ll need a fan with blades
measuring 42 to 48 inches. Large
master bedrooms and dining rooms up
to 485 square feet: 50- to 56-inch

blades. Large rooms like
the great room—up to
around 600 square feet:

60 inches or more.
2. WHAT STYLE AND COLOR DO YOU

LIKE? Fan blades come in painted col-
ors, metallic and wood finishes,

so you can match them to
your furniture, floor or even

cabinet hardware. Some manu-
facturers make two-sided blades so you
can flip them when you’re in the mood
for a new look.

3. HOW HIGH IS THE CEILING? For the
most comfortable results, install the
fan 7 to 8 feet from the floor. If your
room has high ceilings, buy an exten-
sion “downrod” to lower the fan to the
ideal location. Some manufacturers
have special “close mount” fans for
rooms with extra-low ceilings.

4. DO YOU WANT TO COMBINE THE

FAN WITH A LIGHT? Most manufactur-
ers will double them up for you.
Fixtures with “downlighting” will cre-
ate a traditional “chandelier” effect,
while those with “uplighting” will
bounce the light off the ceiling to dif-
fuse the light and make it softer.

5. HOW DO YOU WANT TO OPERATE

THE FAN? You can pull a cord, flip a
light switch or tap a remote control.

Stay Cool This Season 
with the Right Fan
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guess that having a baby has made me old, or at least old-fashioned,
because I find myself wondering how my daughter will be safe growing

up in today’s world, with its Internet, violence on TV, youngsters wearing less and
less, and other equally disturbing trends. But I’m certain my parents wondered the
same thing about me. Luckily, they sent me to camp.

Camp Chaparral in Christine, Texas, to be exact. It was a small camp that
taught horseback riding and Christian values in the midst of the brush country of
South Texas. Near Jourdanton, Christine was a blink-and-you’ll-miss-it town back
then, with only a few buildings standing near the turnoff to the camp.

I spent three summers there when I was a preteen—not full summers, just a
couple of weeks each time—but those weeks hold so many memories that they’ve
elongated to fill those hot Texas summers. There are fun memories, of course, of
riding the cloverleaf of a barrel race or learning to crochet, but also memories that
still make me wince with the ignorant poignancy that is the hallmark of that age.

When I was 12, one of my cabin mates was a Houstonian, a sophisticated girl with
large blue eyes and tumbling blonde hair. Although I was from San Antonio myself,
I felt inferior to her and her big-city ways. For instance, she shaved her legs and wore
makeup. Oh, how I wanted to also, though my mother had clearly established that
there would be no leg-shaving or makeup-wearing prior to my turning 13.

By the middle of my stay, I could no longer stand the feel of my fuzzy legs. I
knew that I simply must shave them, or I’d just die. Having such strong emotions
about it, I considered, probably meant that I was old enough to shave them, no
matter what my mother thought. And so, emboldened by my sense of righteous-
ness for my cause—and the giddy thrill of a few weeks “sans parent”—I decided to
go to the camp store and purchase a razor to use myself.

Betty Seifert, co-owner of the camp with her husband, Cotton, was working
the counter, where you could also buy ice cream bars, suntan lotion, combs and
other notions. I asked her for a razor, please, with all the chutzpah I could muster.
She replied, “Should we call your mother and see if that’s all right with her?” Hot
shame crept up my neck, into my cheeks and over my forehead. I left without
another word.

To my surprise, Betty didn’t tell my mother, nor did she treat me any differently
afterward. I’m sure to her it was no big deal—she dealt with loads of preteens

I
Camp 
Chaparral
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every summer and knew exactly how to let one know when she’d reached the edge
of her boundaries.

But for me, it was pivotal. I realized that even at camp, far from home, I would
not be allowed to run headlong into maturity. That these things take time, that
infinite tiny calculations are needed to determine when I would be ready for the
next step, and that I wasn’t in charge of all of those. Someone was always going to
be there to gently guide me toward the right path, and that person would usually
be … an adult. 

Camp Chaparral was like any other summer camp. We had hayrides and sing-
alongs around the campfire. We swam, rode horses and whispered from bunk to
bunk after lights-out. And just like other kids, my time at camp was a crucible each
summer, learning to make my way in the world without my parents along for every
step. I even had my first “boyfriend” at camp (well, we held hands). 

As a grown-up—and parent—myself now, what I appreciate most about camp
is that it was a forgiving place to make mistakes. I wouldn’t see those people again
until next summer, with a whole year in between to grow.

Camp Chaparral, served by Karnes Electric Cooperative, no longer operates as a
summer camp.

Shannon Oelrich is the food editor for Texas Co-op Power. 

Shannon is seated in the middle, happily holding a kitten during
one of her many summers at Camp Chaparral.
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Last fall, more than 100 veteran game wardens retired from the Texas
Parks & Wildlife Department, taking with them many centuries of
combined experience, an abiding respect for our state’s natural
resources, and some darned entertaining on-the-job anecdotes. We

decided to chat with a few veteran game wardens, some recently retired, and let
them share a few of their favorite tales.

“You see people do some very strange things.”
That’s how BILL BLACKBURN of Llano County summarizes his years in the field.

As an example, he tells of sitting on top of a hill—just watching and waiting, as war-
dens often do—when a truck passed by, turned around, came back, and finally
stopped. Blackburn was observing classic poacher behavior through binoculars.

“I thought, ‘Well, they’re getting ready to shoot,’ ” he recalls. “But this woman got
out, and she walked over to the fence, and I saw her put something under a rock.”

Blackburn didn’t think much of it at the time, but curiosity eventually got the
best of him. He says, “I looked under that rock and it was a plastic bag that had a
letter in it—a love letter to some guy. Apparently, it was an extramarital affair.”

More than just a fling, too. “For about, heck, three or four months, every time I’d
go by there, I’d check under that rock, and I’d find letters from him and I’d find let-
ters from her. I thought about putting my own letter under there, but I never did.”

BOBBY FENTON, the game warden in Blanco County for 23 years, received a
peculiar call from the sheriff ’s department: A loose kangaroo was causing prob-
lems on U.S. Highway 281 south of Blanco. 

“The deputies had been chasing that thing up and down the bar ditches for
hours,” Fenton says. 

When he arrived on the scene, Fenton attempted to tie the animal up, but he
quickly learned how pugnacious a kangaroo can be. “He jumped over my head,
and when he came down, he ripped my nose and pulled my badge off my shirt. I
finally got him in a headlock, and his little old hand was reaching up, trying to get
my eyes, so I bit him in the hand. I thought if he could’ve got out my car keys, he
probably would’ve drove off. I look back at the deputies to get some help, and
they’re laughing and taking pictures.” 

JIM LINDEMAN of Lampasas County has a warning for poachers: “You never
know where we’ll appear.”

He proved it when he snuck up on three men who’d spotlighted and shot a deer
in the middle of the night. 

“The gate was locked and I didn’t have a key, so I walked in about a quarter mile
and got to the camp about the same time they did.”

At that point, Lindeman wasn’t certain what the men had shot, so he watched
from a discreet distance as the men enjoyed a few adult beverages around the camp-
fire. Then they lowered the tailgate to their truck and pulled out an eight-point buck.
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Love notes, 

kangaroos and 

Hurricane Katrina

by Ben Rehder

T E X A S U N T Y

Tales Game 
Wardens Tell
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“Two guys were holding the legs and one was field-dressing it. He kept com-
plaining about the light. ‘Man, I need light. I can’t see.’ ”

Lindeman kept inching toward them, and when the man complained again about
the lack of light, Lindeman turned on his flashlight and said, “Does this help any?”

“I thought those two guys [holding the legs] were going to have a heart attack.”
The man with the knife managed to keep his cool. “He said, ‘Officer, would you

like me to keep field-dressing your deer?’ I said, ‘Yeah, if you don’t mind. You’re
doing a good job.’”

Not all of the game wardens’ stories are purely amusing; some are simply heart-
warming.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, more than 100 Texas game wardens
contributed to relief efforts in New Orleans, eventually rescuing about 5,000 peo-
ple stranded by floodwaters. MA J. BUTCH SHOOP was in charge of on-the-
ground operations.

“We didn’t have long to prepare,” he said. “They told us we were going over
there one night, and we left the next morning.”

The wardens’ initial task was to remove patients from hospitals that had lost
power—an undertaking that was delayed by sniper fire. Eventually, the wardens
got their chance. “We cleaned out three hospitals, and I mean got everybody. We
loaded those folks up in our trucks and in boats, and there were about 50 ambu-
lances we took them to.”

“The best thing I did while I was there, a little girl came up to me and said, ‘Mr.
Butch, my grandmother is over in a [bad] area and wants to come out.’ I sent two
airboats and two gunners, and we rescued that 80-something-year-old lady. [Her
photo is] on my screensaver. That’s my one claim to fame, as I call it. I was as
proud of getting her out as I was of getting anybody.”

Ben Rehder writes comic mystery novels with a Texas twang.
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You depend on buildings to protect your livelihood. So depend on the proven 
performance of the industry’s #1 metal building brand. A Butler® building 
system offers fast construction, low maintenance, and superior protection—
all at an affordable price that assures unmatched value.  

For more great reasons to build with 
Butler, call 1-866-792-8853 today. 

you work.
Built for the way

©2008 Butler Manufacturing Company–A BlueScope Steel Company. All rights reserved.

Save Money
Save Energy
Save the Planet

Save Money
Save Energy
Save the Planet

For buying information, call 

1-866-390-4832

Marathon
Water Heaters
Marathon
Water Heaters

E A R T H  I M A G E :  H T T P : / / V I S I B L E E A R T H . N A S A . G O V /

• Incredible energy efficiency
saves you money.

• Highly efficient manufacturing
process uses recycling.

• Insulated with Envirofoam 
Insulation,® a CFC- and HCFC-
free product that helps protect
the planet. 

United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

You can find out more about how
to protect your birds by visiting:
http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov

Smart Owners
Protect Their Birds

What You Need to Know
USDA is working to keep “bird flu” (avian influenza – AI) and
exotic Newcastle disease (END) out of the country. They are
contagious viral diseases that can infect many types of birds.

Free How-to Guide on Biosecurity
To order, e-mail birdbiosecurity@aphis.usda.gov

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF ILLNESS
Watch for signs of disease or unexpected deaths 
among your birds.

REPORT SICK BIRDS
Call your local cooperative extension office, 
veterinarian, State Veterinarian or USDA Veterinary 
Services toll free at 1–866–536–7593.

PROTECT YOUR BIRDS
Take a few simple steps: Disinfect shoes, clothes, 
and equipment. Wash your hands carefully. 
Keep other birds and people away from your birds.



M a y  2 0 0 8 T E X A S  C O - O P  P O W E R 2 5I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  J O H N  K A C H I K

F

Alphonse 
and the Pig War

rench envoy Jean Pierre Isidore Alphonse Dubois was not
impressed when he got his first look at the small town of
Austin, new capital of the Republic of Texas, in 1840. He
found the streets dusty, the buildings primitive and the cli-
mate unpleasant. Not at all like the magnificence of Paris.

Dubois, an ambitious young secretary from the French
Legation in Washington, D.C., was sent to determine whether
France should recognize the government of the new republic.
It didn’t take him long to see the potential for financial gain
for France and to get himself appointed chargé d’affaires.

The common-born Dubois decided that his name wasn’t
impressive enough for his new position. He added “Count de
Saligny” at the end of his signature. 

Immediately after his arrival in Austin, things began to go
south for Dubois. The teamster who had hauled his posses-
sions to Austin presented him with a bill for $300. Dubois
paid with counterfeit money.

Dubois took lodging at Bullock House, the only hotel in
Austin. Owned by Richard Bullock, a rough-hewn frontiers-
man from Tennessee, the inn was actually a group of log
buildings with handmade pioneer furniture. It was not at all
to Dubois’ liking. He left without paying the bill.

Harsh words were exchanged between Bullock and
Dubois. Bullock, given to crude expression, hurled verbal
assaults so abusive that Dubois appealed to the Texas gov-
ernment to pass a law against “speaking in disrespectful
terms of any foreign minister accredited to the government.”
The law was passed, but it did not temper Bullock’s tongue.

In time, Dubois purchased land in Austin for the French
government and hired workers to build an elaborate man-
sion to house the French Legation. As the mansion grew on
the bare Austin skyline, Dubois lobbied to pass a piece of leg-
islation called the Franco-Texian Bill, which would allow
8,000 French families to settle on 3 million acres in Texas.

Some Austin residents began referring to Dubois as the
“No-Count de Saligny.”

The low point of Dubois’ stay in Austin was an interna-
tional tempest in a teapot known as The Pig War.

The “wretched wood shanty” that Dubois eventually
rented was a mere three blocks down Pecan Street (now
Sixth Street) from Bullock House, where Bullock kept hogs
that wandered town at will. 

The pigs soon discovered that Dubois’ horses were fed
corn every morning, and it didn’t take them long to break
through a section of fence and join in the feast. Dubois had
his butler run them off and repair the fence, but the next
morning they were back. The pig raids continued, and the

animals even penetrated Dubois’ house, munched on his
linens and trampled his papers.

In a fit of rage, Dubois ordered his butler to kill the pigs,
and shortly thereafter, the war broke out. Bullock attacked
Dubois’ butler in the street on February 19, 1841. After a brief
scuffle, Bullock chased the butler down the street, throwing
rocks at him and threatening him with an ax. 

By spring, the news of The Pig War had spread across
Texas. Newspapers loved the story of the haughty little

Frenchman. An editorial in the San Augustine Journal and
Advertiser ended with the words, “Viva La Pigs.” Treasury
Secretary John Gordon Chalmers stated uncharitably that he
thought Bullock should have pulled out a gun and shot the
uppity Frenchman. 

His government recalled the No-Count de Saligny when
the Republic of Texas joined the United States in 1846. His
mission to Texas had been a total failure. The Franco-Texian
Bill was never passed.

The graceful mansion of the French Legation long out-
lived its first resident and still looks out on the city of Austin
from its hilltop on San Marcos Street east of Interstate 35.
The last building left in the city from the young Republic of
Texas and the oldest building in Austin was acquired by the
State of Texas and now houses the French Legation Museum.

Martha Deeringer lives on a farm in Coryell County and is a
member of Heart of Texas Electric Co-op. 

F O O T N O T E S  I N  T E X A S  H I S T O R Y

B Y  M A R T H A  D E E R I N G E R



R E C I P E  R O U N D U P

P H O T O  B Y  R I C K  P A T R I C K

Berry Talented
B Y  S H A N N O N  O E L R I C H After six enjoyable years with Texas Co-op Power, I’ve
decided to chart a new course for myself. I’m going to stay at home with my daugh-
ter and do some writing on my own. Next month will be my last column. It’s been
my great pleasure to be invited into your kitchens each month as I sort through
recipes from readers all across the state. Not only will I miss that, but I’ll also miss
the wonderful people I’ve worked with here. 

Before I go, I have a confession to make: My husband is the better cook at our
house. I know, I know, I’m the food editor, so I’m supposed to be very accom-
plished in the kitchen. Well, I love cooking, and reading about cooking, and writ-
ing about cooking, but I’m not a natural cook. My husband, on the other hand,
can just throw a meal together, and it turns out brilliantly.

Sometimes he uses a recipe, but he seldom sticks to the original. He riffs off it
and ends up with a dish that’s unique and suited to our tastes. It’s like someone
who can play an instrument by ear—he has a talent for it.

He’s had a lot of time in the kitchen over the last four years, as he’s been the
stay-at-home parent. Besides cooking great meals and chasing a kid, he’s also
gone to school full-time to complete his degree. He’s been a pretty busy guy. As
we prepare to switch roles, him at work and me at home, I only hope I can do it
half as well as he did.

I asked him if I could share one of his recipes here. He created this dessert
when we had an abundance of strawberries that were past their prime, but we’ve
gone back to it again and again because it’s just so good.

S T R AW B E R R I E S  W I T H  B A L S A M I C  S Y R U P
A N D  B I S C U I T S
F I L L I N G

1/3 cup balsamic vinegar
1/3 cup water

1 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
8 ounces fresh strawberries, washed, 

trimmed and sliced
In saucepan, combine all ingredients
except strawberries and heat over
medium-low until boiling, stirring often.
Reduce heat and simmer 15 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Add strawberries
and simmer for 5 minutes. Stir, remove
from heat and cool to room temperature.

B I S C U I T S
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons sugar

1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
1 stick unsalted butter cut into small 

pieces, cold
1/2 cup milk

Preheat oven to 400 degrees and line
cookie sheet with parchment paper. Into
large bowl, sift flour, salt, sugar, baking
powder and baking soda together. Add
cold pieces of butter. Use hands to
squeeze mixture together into small balls.
It will not look even or well blended.

Add milk and work with hands. It
should look like a barely held together
mess, not a smooth ball. Cover bowl and
set in refrigerator for 15 minutes.

Roll out dough on a lightly floured
surface and cut 3-inch biscuits, dipping
the cutter in flour between cuts. Place
biscuits 2 inches apart on cookie sheet.
Bake for 8-10 minutes until golden
brown. Remove to rack and cool.

W H I P P E D  C R E A M
1 pint heavy whipping cream

1/3 cup powdered sugar
Beat cream and sugar on high until firm
peaks form. 

Slice each biscuit in half and serve
with a generous spoonful of filling and
whipped cream.

Serving size: 1 biscuit topped with strawberries and
whipped cream. Per serving: 551 calories, 5.8 g pro-
tein, 22.5 g fat, 82.1 g carbohydrates, 240 mg sodium,
72 mg cholesterol

Daughter Greta tastes Dad's creation, served up by Mom.
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H O M E  C O O K I N G

2 cups powdered sugar, sifted
1 pint heavy cream

3 tablespoons sugar
1 quart strawberries, sliced thin

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In mixing
bowl, beat cake mix, water, oil, egg
whites and yogurt by beginning at low
speed, then turning up the speed for
about 2 minutes. Pour into three greased
8-inch round cake pans. Bake 25-30
minutes. Cool.

In another bowl, mix cream cheese
and butter until smooth. Add vanilla and
powdered sugar. Combine until smooth.

In mixing bowl, beat whipped cream
with sugar until stiff.

Lay one cake round on plate and
spread thin layer of frosting, then layer
of sliced strawberries and layer of
whipped cream. Do same with second
cake round. Place third cake round on
top and frost entire cake. Decorate top
with overlapping slices of strawberries or
whole berries. Serves 16.

Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 439 calories, 6.6 g
protein, 16.1 g fat, 64.9 g carbohydrates, trace fiber,
316 mg sodium, 35 mg cholesterol

JOAN POPPELL

Karnes Electric Cooperative

S T R AW B E R R Y  C A K E  R O L L
3 large eggs
1 cup sugar

5 tablespoons water

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla
1 cup flour
1 teaspoon baking powder

1/4 teaspoon salt
Powdered sugar

1 large package (8 ounces) cream 
cheese

2/3 cup sugar
1/4 cup margarine
1/2 tablespoon light corn syrup

1 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/4 cups strawberries, diced and divided

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In mixing
bowl, beat eggs until light and lemon
colored. Add sugar and beat until light
and thick. Beat in water and vanilla.

In separate bowl, sift flour, baking
powder and salt together. Fold into egg-
sugar mixture.

Pour batter into buttered jelly roll
pan (10x15 inches) lined with waxed
paper (also buttered). Spread evenly.
Bake 12-15 minutes.

Lightly sift a thin layer of powdered
sugar onto a sheet of waxed paper or a
clean dish towel. Let cake cool 2-3 min-
utes, then loosen the edges and turn out
onto waxed paper or towel. Peel off top
sheet of waxed paper. Trim any dry edges
off cake. Roll cake with waxed paper or
towel, starting on a long side. Cool.

Blend cream cheese, sugar and mar-
garine. Add corn syrup and vanilla. Fold
1/2 cup strawberries into cream cheese
mixture. Carefully unroll cake and
remove waxed paper or towel. Spread
filling on cake and re-roll. Lightly dust
with powdered sugar and garnish with
remaining strawberries. Serves 16.

Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 204 calories, 2.2 g
protein, 8.5 g fat, 29.6 g carbohydrates, trace fiber,
141 mg sodium, 18 mg cholesterol

JUNE SPAULDING 

United Cooperative Services

R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

September’s recipe contest topic is MEDITERRANEAN FOOD. One recent trend
lauded the health benefits of a Mediterranean diet. As a result, many people
incorporated some delicious Mediterranean recipes into their repertoire. Do
you have a few you’d like to share? The deadline for entries is MAY 10.

Send recipes to Home Cooking, 2550 S. IH-35, Austin, TX 78704. You may also fax them to (512)
486-6254, e-mail them to recipes@texas-ec.org, or submit online at www.texascooppower.com.
Please include your name, address and phone number, as well as the name of your electric co-op. 

JUDY HUFFMAN Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
Prize-winning recipe: Schaum Torte

We tasted a lot of delicious recipes made with strawberries, but the one that ended
up on top showcased the flavor of fresh, ripe strawberries without too much fuss.
Judy Huffman says of her winning recipe, “This is an old German family favorite. We
eat this to celebrate the beginning of strawberry season. We also make this in July
when the peaches ripen.” Try this light, crispy meringue dessert when you can smell
the strawberries before even reaching for them. 

1st

S C H A U M  TO R T E
1 cup egg whites
1 teaspoon vinegar

1/2 teaspoon cream of tartar
2 cups sugar
1 pint whipping cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 tablespoon sugar
1 pint strawberries, sliced

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. In mixing
bowl, combine egg whites, vinegar and
cream of tartar. Beat at high speed until
stiff. Add 2 cups sugar slowly with mixer
still on high speed.

Gently spoon meringue into two well-
buttered glass pie dishes. Bake for 10
minutes, then reduce heat to 250
degrees and bake for 30 more minutes.
Turn off oven and let cool in oven.

Whip cream with vanilla and table-
spoon of sugar until stiff. Refrigerate
whipped cream until serving time.

When ready to serve, carefully
remove meringues from pie dishes.
Place one meringue on serving plate
and spoon over with whipped cream
(reserving a little for garnish). Spread
half of sliced strawberries on top of
cream. Put other meringue on and gar-
nish with a dollop of whipped cream
and a few strawberry slices on top.
Serve immediately. Serves 16.

Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 168 calories, 2.1 g
protein, 5.3 g fat, 28.3 g carbohydrates, trace fiber, 31
mg sodium, 20 mg cholesterol

S T R AW B E R R Y  Y O G U R T  C A K E
1 box white cake mix

3/4 cup water
1/3 cup vegetable oil
3 whole egg whites
1 cup (8 ounces) strawberry yogurt

2 small packages (3 ounces each) 
cream cheese

6 tablespoons butter
1 teaspoon vanilla
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LONESTARMARKET
v TOWN&COUNTRY

140 MPH wind rating! Bolt-together red iron, 
optional steel roof and horizontal lap siding. 

Resists mold, termites and fire.  
kodiaksteelhomes.com 

800-278-0888 

WATER 
PROBLEMS ??

NO MORE
IRON!
�

NO MORE
HARDNESS!

NO MORE
SULFUR!

�
NO MORE

BACTERIA!
PROBLEMS SOLVED WITH

�NO SALT & NO CHEMICALS
FREE BROCHURE~1-800-392-8882

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
www.waterproblems.net

512-422-7950 • www.brushshark.com

BRUSH SHARK
Skid Steer mounted shear.
1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, 
mesquite.

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINER SALES
SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

Instant Quotes Online  www.wdmb.com

W.D. Metal Buildings

NEED LAND CLEARED? 
Underbrush and up to 16” dia. trees 
reduced to mulch. Leaves no unsightly
piles, and mulch helps lessen erosion.
Roads-Ponds-Culverts-Site Work-Dozers-Backhoes
Visit our website for more info, or call for a Free Quote!
979-830-5440 www.dirtworksoftexas.com

“We Do It Right – We Do It All”
Full Construction to Clean Up

Heavy Duty ‘Beam’ Construction
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TEXAS PROUD • 800-583-8632

THOMPSON BARNS

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings

Ideal For:
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile

Call Toll Free 
Today for a

FREE!
INFORMATION PACKAGE

Our building consultants are ready to take your call1-800-668-5111 Ask 
for 
ext. 
91

• 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish
• Fully customized to meet your needs
• Factory-direct savings

Attractive and Affordable
greenhouses

• FREE delivery on 
all greenhouses!

Large variety of sizes
and styles.

Full-length hanging
rods and built-in
bench frames. 

FREE sample and
catalog, call...

1-800-825-1925

Greenhouse
Catalog

The

www.greenhousecatalog.com/tx

3740 TX Brooklake Rd NE
Salem, OR 97303

United-Bilt Homes builds every home 
from scratch using the finest materials and

craftsmanship. Choose from over 30 original 
home plans or supply your own. And with our 
easy financing, you’re practically home free!

Zero down
100% financing

No payments for 6 months!

home recipe

Tour our model homes today!
Austin, Beaumont, Dallas, Houston, 

Sherman and Texarkana

  ubh.com    800.756.2506    *WAC     
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SPECIAL: 30 x50 x 10
INCLUDES ALL MATERIAL, CONSTRUCTION, DELIVERY

1-877-710-7297 8:00 to 5:00 Mon.–Fri.

CJ’S BARN BUILDERS

Galvalume metal put on with screws•One pre-hung door
One 10' or 12' sliding door •6 skylights, factory trusses

One-year warranty on labor and materials
Colors and other sizes available •Call us for a brochure

Stilwell Construction
BARNS, SHOPS, GARAGES, SHEDS, STALLS, ETC.

1-866-211-8902
www.stilwell-const.com

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

Full Service Post-Frame Design & Construction Since 1992

No Money Down Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FAX: 1-866-582-1400

E-mail: sales@nationalbarn.com

Serving 27 States and Over 10,000 Customers

1-800-582-BARN(2276)

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery.
Free Color Catalog. Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks,
Bantams, Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, Waterfowl.
Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, Equipment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280 (24 Hours A Day)
Murray McMurray Hatchery

C 122, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N :
ACREAGE - Farm / Ranch / Timberland
INVESTMENT PROPERTY - Commercial / Residential
LEASING - Commercial / Residential
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
RESIDENTIAL SALES 800-246-2500

www.homelandproperties.com
1600 Normal Park • Huntsville, TX 77340

  There are 
many reasons
   to  own land.

But we can only
think of one.

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

30X50X10 SPECIAL
Galvalume. Material, Delivery, and const.

Factory trusses and screws.

TOLL FREE 1-866-456-0959

MID – AMERICA
POLE BARN COMPANY

40 x 50 x 10 = $8,437.00
40 x 60 x 12 = $9,362.00

50 x 100 x 12 = $16,832.00
60 x 80 x 14 = $16,956.00

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $45,824.00

1-866-377-2289
Selling for Less at ESS for over 20 years!

U S E D  C O N TA I N E R S

Equipment
Storage
Service

GET RESULTS! ADVERTISE IN THE

CALL MARTIN FOR MORE INFORMATION

(512) 486-6249

LONESTAR
MARKET
TOWN&COUNTRY

v
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www.BrooksideUSA.com
WE DELIVER EVERYWHERE

Offer ends 7/28/08. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Installment Plan. Example: 
based on a purchase of $21,999 with 10% down payment, monthly payment of $318 at 4.9% 
APR for 72 months. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly 
payment. Price and model availability vary by dealer. Price, payment, and financing subject to 
change without notice. Prices and products may vary by dealer. Not all products available at all 
dealerships. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN 
DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.
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The BROOKSIDE ADVANTAGE
CONVENIENCE: 6 locations

EXPERIENCE: 34 years in business
EXPERTISE: Gold Star Dealer

SERVICE: Ready to Mow Home Service
STRONG: More than 100 employees 

standing behind you BRO5x50501TCP-4C

Katy, TX
28715 Hwy 90
(281) 391-2165
Hwy 90, Exit I-10 @ Pedersen Rd.

La Marque, TX
5313 I-45 Gulf Frwy
(409) 986-9141
Exit 13, Delaney Rd.

Houston, TX
9125 I-45 Gulf Frwy
(713) 943-7100
College / Airport Exit

Spring, TX
19003 I-45 North Frwy
(281) 353-0204
Cypresswood Exit

Jersey Village, TX
11431 FM 529
(713) 466-7456
Near Hwy 290 & Beltway 8

SW Houston, TX
11700 S. Sam Houston Pkwy W.
(713) 541-3535
Near SW Frwy (Hwy 59)

Includes:
 5103 45HP 2WD Diesel Tractor

 John Deere 512 Loader

 6’ Rotary Cutter

 6’ Box Blade

 Post Hole Digger with Auger

 20’ trailer with brakes

 FREE Insulated Canopy

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog
with details on the original trimmer on wheels including models, 
factory-direct prices, and your 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee!

1-888-212-8905
www.DRtrimmers.com

TOUGH ON UNRULY PROPERTY.

EASY ON YOU!
It’s easy to pick up the pace 
with our newest Self-Propelled
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER.

POWERFUL ENGINES, for TRIMMING
and MOWING tough vegetation that would
quickly clog and stall any hand-held trimmer.

DURABLE CUTTING CORDS that hold
up against fences, rocks, foundations, etc. 

INSTANT-ADJUSTMENT
cutting height. No tools required.

LIFETIME-WARRANTY on the
lightweight aluminum mainframe. Plus, 
you can try any model for 6 months 
— RISK-FREE!

SELF-PROPELLED model has 
POWERED WHEELS — so it’s even tougher
on unruly property and easier on you!

ALL MODELS FEATURE:
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TOLL 
FREE

FREE
depot

SHIPPING

now in 

effect!

American Metal Components
Pre-Fabricated All-Steel Building Kits

“Many Options and Financing Available”
Portables~Shops~Garages~Barns~Offices~Warehouses

1-866-424-2534 www.amcbldg.com

24x25x10=$4,895.00
30x30x10=$5,995.00

30x60x12=$9,995.00
40x100x12=$19,995.00

26-gauge galvalume
roof and walls with
25-year warranty.

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-888-724-1504
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING
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HIGH RATES
on Bank CDs
TEXAS TOLL-FREE 
1-800-359-4940
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

Signal Securities, Inc.
5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

“Serving Customers All Over Texas”

All CDs are insured to $100,000 per institution by the FDIC. All
CDs are subject to availability. Securities offered through Signal
Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 700 Throckmorton, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76102 (817)877-4256.

Plan for Final Expenses Today!
� Permanent Life Insurance
� Accepts many health conditions
� Usually issued within 24 hours!

Sample monthly premiums below are for 
non-tobacco applicants

� Issue Ages 50 through 85
� Up to $25,000 death benefit 
CALL TODAY FOR INFO AND APPLICATION

1-866-330-1053
Form series 200612A, underwritten by Royal Neighbors
of America, a 113-year old fraternal insurance society.

Female Male Female Male
50 12.61 14.81 32.61 39.21
60 17.86 21.76 48.36 60.06
70 26.96 36.11 75.66 103.11

Age $5,000 $15,000

We’re the answer.

Find your perfect place in the country, and then call 
Capital Farm Credit. We finance all types of rural real 
estate, and we also share our earnings. We’ve returned 
over $125 million to our borrowers.

Plan your day by the sky.
Fish in your own water.
Build memories to last a lifetime.

CapitalFarmCredit.com   877-944-5500

T E X A S ’  L A R G E S T  R U R A L  L E N D E R

F I N A N C I N G  F O R

Rural Land • Country Homes • Farms and Ranches 
Livestock and Equipment • Operating Capital

Part of the Farm Credit System

When you feel  
the lure of the country

Enjoy this...

100%
Financing!*

*(w.a.c.)

100%
Financing!*

*(w.a.c.)

FREE
Installation!

1st 20 Pools
Olympic Pools only

FREE
Installation!

1st 20 Pools
Olympic Pools only

Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Includes:
Sundeck,
Fence & Filter
Installation Extra

Pre-Season Special

$1,180
Homeowners!
Call Us Now!

Free Backyard Survey!

1-888-697-6654

The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
31’x19’ o.d.
Family Size Pool

Olympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic Pool
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Price includes material delivery, construction, 
1 pre-hung door, 1 sliding door, factory trusses 
that meet the new 90+ mph wind load require-
ment, 6 skylights and warranty on labor and 
materials.

Ask for our brochure. Prices may be higher 
south of College Station & west of Abilene.

30x50x10
GALVANIZED ENCLOSED

$6,29500

40x60x12
WITH 15X60 SHED

GALVANIZED

$11,79500

COLOR
AND OTHER SIZES 

AVAILABLE 

8:00 to 5:00 Mon. to Fri.
8:00 to 12:00 Sat. CST

1-800-766-5793
www.bcibarns.com

e-mail: barn@azalea.net

rrs TM

BARN BUILDERS

$8,20000 $14,04500
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www.JohnDeere.com A74CUBD0802-AG-HOU5x50501TCP-4c-00228791  

All New 5003 Series with 4WD only $119 more a month!  

The Largest 
Tractor Package 
Dealer in the 
USA!» 

• 5103 45HP Pkg $21,998 or $357/mo 
 5203 56HP Pkg $23,498 or $381/mo 
 5303 64HP Pkg $24,998 or $406/mo 
 5403 74HP Pkg $27,498 or $446/mo  

$0 DOWN ON ALL NEW 5003's† 
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Demo Homesites
For 2008 SeasonWANTED:

Visit us
on the
Web!

Display The KAYAK Maintenance Free Pool And $AVE $$!
Call to Qualify for this Limited Time Opportunity

We consider anything on Trade!
100%

Financing
Available

Vacation at Home in 2008!
www.swimtexas.com

1-800-SWIMTEXAS
(1-800-794-6839)

A family owned and operated Texas Company since 1986.

Attaches to your ATV or riding mower
to mow fields while you ride!

CLEAR OVERGROWN 
LAND FAST —  
2 acres/hr with 44" wide cut!

MOW WEEDS,
BRUSH, 
even 2" thick
saplings —
with up to 
17 HP 
of V-Twin
power!

OUTRIGGER™

TOW BAR cuts 100% outside 
the path of towing vehicle to mow 
along fences, under trees. 

REMOTE CONTROLS let you 
manage all blade, clutch, and engine 
functions from your towing vehicle!
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NEW TOW-BEHIND
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER!

1-888-212-8905
www.DRfieldbrush.com

TOLL
FREE

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog!

DONE RIGHT®

FREEdepotSHIPPINGnow in effect!
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S T E E L B U I L D I N G  S P E C I A L S

F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com
W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; Sealed Stamped Blue Prints. Local Codes May Affect Prices

25 YEAR COLOR WARRANTY

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOf 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466

Arena Special (roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$31,999 

FREE BROCHURE • CONSTRUCTION VIDEO 

Based In 
Texas

VISIT
OUR

WEBSITE

VISIT
OUR

WEBSITE

30’ x 50’ x 10’...........................................$8,600

40’ x 60’ x 12’...........................................$11,500

60’ x 100’ x 16’.........................................$26,975

80’ x 100’ x 16’.........................................$34,790

100’ x 150’ x 16’.......................................$59,995

Ever feel like your old heating and air system uses money instead of gas, 
oil, or electricity to power itself? Let ClimateMaster show you how you 
can use the Earth instead, to heat and cool your home. 

Geothermal heating and cooling systems use a very small amount 
of energy to provide maximum comfort in your home or business. 
ClimateMaster has a variety of systems that fit any application for 
dramatic increases in comfort, and dramatic savings in heating and 
cooling costs. 

Contact your local ClimateMaster representative for more information 
on how you can take back control of your heating and cooling costs 
today!

ClimateMaster Geothermal Systems are locally 
available from:

www.climatemaster.com

Collin/Denton/Dallas/Rockwall         
ABC HEATING & A/C  
972-423-7380  TACLB005852C
Navaro/Henderson/Freestone
AREA WIDE SERVICES
903-874-5298   TACLA012118C
Taylor County & Surrounding 
PRECISION UNLIMITED, INC. 
325-676-5511  TACLA016182E
Johnson/Bosque/Hill/Ellis 
SIMS HEATING & A/C                        
254-694-3615    TACLB005177E
Central Texas
HAUGHT AIR CONDITIONING 
254-666-1212  TACLB004189E

Denton/Dallas/Collin/Tarrant Counties 
NORTHSIDE AIR CONDITIONING              
972-318-5097   TACLB023755E
Potter/Randall and Surrounding Areas                                           
A&R MECHANICAL SERVICES                   
806-372-1572   TACLA04670E
Johnson/Hood/Tarrant                                             
A-APEX HEATING *AIR* ELECTRICAL                  
817-578-8823   TACLB018470E
Greg/Henderson/Rusk  
BEN MANES HEATING & A/C
903-758-0701   TACLA006042C
Erath/Comanche/Somervell
ALDERFER AIR CONDITIONING
254-968-7455    TACLB027447C

Geothermal Heating • Cooling • Hot Water

Check your local utility 
company for utility 
rebates on this ultra 
efficient Geothermal 

Heating & Cooling System! 

Save Up To 70% 
On Utilities!

St
op

P
ay
in

g T
hose High Utility

B
ills!

Let The Earth Heat & Cool Your 
Home And $ave Big Time!
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Upcoming in Focus on Texas

ISSUE SUBJECT DEADLINE

July Underwater May 10

Aug Country Roads Jun 10

Sep Perfect Pets Jul 10

Oct Old Houses Aug 10

Nov Signs Sep 10

Dec Costumes Oct 10

UNDERWATER is the topic for our JULY 2008 issue.
Send your photo—along with your name, address, day-
time phone, co-op affiliation and a brief description—
to Underwater, Focus on Texas, 2550 S. IH-35, Austin,
TX 78704, before May 10. A stamped, self-addressed
envelope must be included if you want your entry
returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not sub-
mit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or dupli-
cate. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be
responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not
received by the deadline. Please note that we cannot
provide individual critiques of submitted photos. If you
use a digital camera, e-mail your highest-resolution
images to focus@texas-ec.org, or submit them on our
website at www.texascooppower.com.

F O C U S  O N  T E X A S

5 Barbara Kingsbery Jones, a Coleman County Electric Cooperative

member, sent in this photo of cowboys Donnie Turner, Johnny Turner,

Pepper Jones and Louis Bostick at work. She took the photo at the

Jones Pease River Ranch in Motley County.

7 Veronica Furse, HILCO Electric Cooperative member, sent in this

image she took of her father, Gene Spurgin, taking a break from the

Texas heat. “I believe he is one of the few real cowboys left,” Furse said.

1 Lowetta Myers sent in this photograph of her first grandson, 

7-month-old Jayden Pleasant, posing with his grandfather, Tommy,

while wearing grandpa’s hat. “Jayden’s going to be a cowboy like his

grandaddy one day,” said Myers, a member of Houston County Electric

Cooperative.

1 Fayette Electric Cooperative member Sandra Stevens caught this

picture of cowboy Todd Fritsch training a colt on his family ranch near

Fayetteville. 

COWBOYS

Cowboys of all ages have long been a mainstay in Texas.

Recognizable from their hats, boots and attitudes, the

cowboys in this month’s winning photos are indicative

of the hard-working strong and silent types among us.

—DACIA RIVERS
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01 HENDERSON [1-31]

Wildflower Trails, 
1-866-650-5529, ext. 800,
www.hendersontx.us

02 EMORY [2-3]

Founders Day Festival,
(903) 473-2465, ext. 112,
www.foundersdayfestival.org

HUNTSVILLE [2-4]

Sam Houston Folk
Festival, (936) 294-1832,
www.samhouston
.memorial.museum

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS
02 JEFFERSON [2-4]

Pilgrimage Tour of Homes
& Spring Festival, 
(903) 665-3733, 
www.jeffersontexas.com

LUCKENBACH [2-4]

Hill Country Run, 
(830) 997-8515, 
www.hillcountryrun.com

03 BANDERA
Charity Trail Ride, 
(830) 796-0500

BRENHAM
Country Flavors Festival, 
1-888-273-6426, www
.downtownbrenham.com

BRONTE
Fort Chadbourne Living
History Event, 
(325) 743-2555,
www.fortchadbourne.org

DRIFTWOOD
Mayfest, (512) 847-9338,
www.driftwoodumc.org

03 WHITEWRIGHT [3-4]

Rose Tour, 
(903) 364-2000

04 BANDERA
St. Stanislaus Annual
Festival, (830) 796-3573

08 MARBLE FALLS [8-11]

MayFest, 
1-800-759-8178,
www.marblefalls.org

09 BRENHAM [9-10]

Maifest, 1-888-273-
6426, www.maifest.org

10 LA GRANGE
Savor the Flavor of
Texas, (979) 968-6913,
www.hospicebrazos
valley.org

ANDERSON
Stagecoach Days, 
(936) 851-0167,
www.birthplaceoftexas.com

LUND
Blackland Prairie Festival,
(512) 281-2174

03 GAINESVILLE 
Spring Fling, 
(940) 668-4530,
www.gainesville.tx.us

GREENVILLE
Chili Cook-Off, 
(903) 886-6924

HUNTSVILLE
Airing of the Quilts, 
(936) 295-8322,
www.tallpinesquiltguild.com

INDIAN SPRINGS
BBQ Cook-Off, 
(936) 327-3544

MARBLE FALLS
Howdy-Roo Chili Cook-Off,
(830) 693-3492

LOCKHART [3-4]

Cinco de Mayo
Celebration, 
(512) 398-2818, 
www.lockhartchamber.com

STONEWALL [3-4]

Texas Bison Festival, 
(830) 825-2833, www
.texasbisonfestival.comSTONEWALL

Texas Bison Festival3

Convention & Visitor Bureau
Denton, TX  76201

888/381-1818 www.discoverdenton.com

Doggone    
      Denton!

Dog Days of Denton
Saturday, May 31, 2008

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Quakertown Park

www.dogdaysdenton.com
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AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS
10 WEIMAR

Gedenke! Festival, 
(979) 725-9511,
www.weimartx.org

15 FLOMOT [15-17]

Bluegrass Festival, 
(806) 269-1578

MONTGOMERY [15-17]

Bluegrass Music Festival,
(281) 636-9419,
www.bayareabluegrass.org

16 SANTA ANNA [16-17]

Funtier Days, 
(325) 348-3535

PLANTERSVILLE [16-17]

Armed Forces Day Music
Festival, (936) 894-3716,
www.endoftheroadjam.com

17 BOERNE Art in the Park, 
(830) 249-4616,
www.ciboloarts.org

LBJ RANCH
1960s BBQ on the
Pedernales, 
(830) 868-7128,
www.nps.gov/lyjo

24 MANOR
Chip Fest (512) 272-5699,
www.manorchamberof
commerce.com

STARTZVILLE
Chili Cook-Off, 
(830) 899-7774

WHITEWRIGHT
Fiddle Fest, 
(903) 364-2000

ELLINGER [24-25]

May Festival, 
(979) 378-2311

26 HONEY GROVE
Memorial Day Celebration,
(903) 378-7211

17 MARSHALL
Stagecoach Days, 
1-800-953-7868,
www.marshallchamber.com

NEDERLAND
Cajun Celebration, 
(409) 983-5118

PLAINVIEW
Pioneer Round-Up, 
(806) 296-6440

18 BUFFALO GAP
Vintage Base Ball, 
(325) 572-3365

20 ATHENS
44th Annual Farm &
Ranch Tour, 
(903) 675-5181,
http://athenscc.org

23 FREDERICKSBURG
[23-24]

Crawfish Festival, 
1-866-839-3378,
www.tex-fest.com

KERRVILLE [23-26] 
Texas State Arts & Crafts
Fair, (830) 896-5711,
www.tacef.com

30 ATHENS
77th Annual Old Fiddlers
Reunion, 1-888-294-2847

J U N E
01 FLATONIA

Sacred Heart Church
Spring Picnic, 
361-865-3568

03 BOERNE
Abendkonzerte, 
(830) 249-7277

Events are listed according
to space available; see the
full listing at www.texas
cooppower.com.

Event information can be mailed 
to Around Texas, 2550 S. IH-35,
Austin, TX 78704, faxed to 
(512) 486-6254, e-mailed to
aroundtx@texas-ec.org, or 
submitted on our website at
www.texascooppower.com.
Please submit events for 
July by May 10. 

STARTZVILLE Chili Cook-Off

24
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H I T  T H E  R O A D

Reclamation that offers extensive no-fee
hunting and four no-fee boat ramps.
There are no entrance or camping fees.
LAKE NASWORTHY, created in 1930, is a
city-owned recreational lake that’s fed
by Twin Buttes and the South Concho
River. The lake has two marinas and
eight no-fee boat ramps.  
O.C. Fisher Lake, (325) 949-4757, www.tpwd

.state.tx.us

Twin Buttes Reservoir, (325) 481-2617

Lake Nasworthy, (325) 481-2617

PAINT ROCK
The INDIAN PICTOGRAPHS ON KAY AND

FRED CAMPBELL’S RANCH aren’t just paint
on a 70-foot-tall rocky bluff overlook-
ing the Concho River. They’re interac-
tive, mysterious works of art that draw
tourists year after year.

Winter solstice usually attracts a
large crowd to see a dagger of light point
to the center of the sun painted on the
back of a red turtle. Each pictograph—
there are hundreds painted by various
tribes at widely differing dates along the
half-mile bluff—tells a story that’s open
to interpretation. Some of the paintings
could be thousands of years old. Tours
are by appointment only.

Weave more color into your art trip
by visiting INGRID’S CUSTOM HAND-

WOVEN in Paint Rock. The store makes
rugs on-site using alpaca, buffalo,
llama, mohair and wool fleece. Visitors
are welcome to watch the hand-weav-
ing process done on looms.
Indian pictographs, (325) 732-4376, www.paint

rockpictographs.com

Ingrid’s Custom Hand-Woven, (325) 732-4370

Camille Wheeler is the staff writer for
Texas Co-op Power.

Goodbye, chicken coops ... hello, art
community. The Chicken Farm Art
Center—the cultural and eclectic likes
of which can’t be found in some larger
cities—serves up plenty of sophistica-
tion to kick off our art tour from San
Angelo to Paint Rock, where the
famous pictographs overlooking the
Concho River are as mystical as ever.
Throw in the blue water of the three
lakes that rim San Angelo’s northwest
and southwest edges—O.C. Fisher

Lake, Twin Buttes Reservoir and Lake
Nasworthy—and we’ve got a palette
rich with recreational and historical
color. Our journey starts in San Angelo,
headquarters for Concho Valley Electric
Cooperative, and then heads east on
FM 380 for about a 30-mile drive to
Paint Rock.

SAN ANGELO
Visitors to the CHICKEN FARM ART

CENTER—which as a chicken farm came
complete with coops and grain silos—
find open doors to art studios, friendly
artists and ample shade cast by ash,
hackberry, red and live oak, pecan, and
pine trees. In 1971, artist Roger Allen
and others converted the closed farm
into an art compound, and it now fea-
tures artists working in mosaic, stone
sculpture, painting, pottery and pho-
tography. Allen, the art center’s owner
and proprietor of StarKeeper Gallery, is
one of several artists who live on the
property. Want to stay a couple of days
yourself? Book a room at the INN AT THE

ART CENTER, and sample the fare at the
SILO HOUSE RESTAURANT (dinner by
reservation only, Thursday through
Saturday), which sits inside two old

grain silos. Naturally, any art-minded
tour of San Angelo should include a
trip to the SAN ANGELO MUSEUM OF FINE

ARTS. And don’t forget the city’s
INTERNATIONAL WATER LILY COLLECTION.

Downtown, on South Oakes Street,
watch the art of handmade bootmak-
ing at M.L. LEDDY’S.

San Angelo Visitor Center and Chamber of

Commerce, 1-800-375-1206, www.sanangelo.org

Chicken Farm Art Center, (325) 653-4936,

www.chickenfarmartcenter.com

Inn at the Art Center, (325) 659-3836, www

.innattheartcenter.com

Silo House Restaurant, (325) 658-3333

San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts, (325) 653-

3333, www.samfa.org

SAN ANGELO’S LAKES
O.C. FISHER LAKE has been running low,
but recreational activities still abound at
this reservoir and dam that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers completed in
1952 for flood control on the North
Concho River. Next to the lake is the
7,677-acre San Angelo State Park with
more than 50 miles of trails for hiking,
biking and equestrian use. TWIN BUTTES

RESERVOIR, created in 1963, is a recre-
ational lake owned by the Bureau of

SAN ANGELO
to PAINT ROCK

Discover an oasis of art and water

in the midst of dusty West Texas.

BY CAMILLE WHEELER



got land?

Anywhere In

TEXAS

Can’t find a builder for your land? Still trying to save up a down 
payment? 

Qualified landowners can now own a beautiful custom Palm 
Harbor home without a down payment. That’s right - $0 down! 
Which means you can move into a new home sooner than you 
ever thought possible.

Palm Harbor specializes in high-quality, affordable, on-your-lot 
construction. Our homes are energy efficient and offer a wide 
variety of custom features and options. If you own land, this 
is your chance to build the home of your dreams for less than 
you ever imagined. Call us today and let us show you how 
Palm Harbor Homes delivers more home for your money.

Get $0 Down On A Beautiful New Home

Call Toll Free: 1-866-55-0-DOWN
(1-866-550-3696)

For a free informational DVD visit www.palmharbor.com/free
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