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Th e entire Bible, 
over 70 hours, read by an 
award winning narrator.

 Listen to your favorite Old and New 
Testament passages and Bible stories 
anytime you want... in your car, on a plane, 

even while 
exercising. With 
the GoBible® it 
has never been 
easier or more 
convenient! 
Th ere are no 
complicated 
programs 
to learn and 
no tedious 
downloads 
to make. Th e 
pocket-sized, 
digital audio 
player puts 
access to the 
Word at your 
command.  

A great 
Bible study 
tool for 
all ages. 
 You decide 
how you want the 
GoBible® to bring 

the scriptures to life for you. It’s remarkably 
easy. In fact, it is the fi rst and only audio 
Bible that allows you to navigate through 
all 31,000 plus individual verses of the entire 
Bible to begin listening, bookmark or repeat 
any specifi c verse you want!
  You can even select your favorites 
from over two hundred of the most 
popular Bible stories or use our 
handy Topic Index and Holiday/
Event Index.

    For those who have promised 
themselves to someday fi nish the entire 
Bible, the GoBible® also off ers a unique 
“Bible-in-a-Year” program that can make 
accomplishing this challenge a reality. 

Every timeless word of the 
Old and New Testaments is 

faithfully included.
 Th e GoBible® comes complete and 
unabridged and is available in your choice 
of three versions including Th e Listener’s 
Bible – New International Version 
narrated by Max McLean.
 You can also choose Th e King James 
Version superbly narrated by the renowned 
Shakespearean actor Alexander Scourby 
or Th e New King James Version read 
by Stephen Johnston, Emmy Award 

Winner and voice of 
the acclaimed 
PBS Civil War 
Documentary, 
“Shiloh.”

 Th e GoBible® is ideal for personal listening 
and can also be connected to optional 
portable speakers to share the Word with 
Bible study groups, family and friends.

Great sound quality and a
big, bright, easy-to-read screen.

 Th e GoBible® package includes the 
lightweight digital audio player that runs 
on a single AAA battery, ergonomically 
designed earbuds, 
handy belt clip, and 
handsome carrying case. 

 No downloads. No software. No computer. Preloaded and ready to play!

$9995
Each

Find what you want to hear fast! Search by book, 
chapter, and over 31,000 individual verses - even by 
229 stories!

Portable speakers and FM 
car radio transmitter for 
group and family listening 
are sold separately.

 An audio Bible in the palm of your hand. 
Search and begin play at any verse– a fi rst for audio Bibles!

Special Features
 
Bookmarks
Topic Index
Holiday/Event Index
Bible in a Year

New Testament Stories
 Jesus’ Birth Foretold
The Birth of Jesus
Shepherds and Angels
The Visit of the Magi
The Escape to Egypt
Boy Jesus at Temple

Select a book in the
Old or New Testament...

scroll to begin listening at 
the precise verse you choose.

Also, special features keep
Bible study organized.

Find what you want 
to hear instantly.

Or to hear 229 popular stories!

John 3
John 3:13
John 3:14
John 3:15
John 3:16              
John 3:17
John 3:18

New Testament
 
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Shown smaller 
than actual size: 
approximately 
2½" x 3½".

Order now online at GoBible.com
or call 800-940-0067

Makes a great gift! Order before 12/16 to receive for Christmas.

GoBible
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For FREE shipping, please enter the promotion code TCP at checkout.
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Christmas in Texas
Texans deck anything we want to
at Christmas—be it babes, beer
halls or bouffant hairdos. So
inflate your Santa and assemble
the toys under the tree, because
it’s that special time of year
again. This photo essay includes
offerings from several award-
winning photographers.

A Healing Journey:
Snowball Express Visits
Disneyland 
By Carol Moczygemba

Marisol Peña and her children
are among the hundreds of griev-
ing military families who have
enjoyed a program put together
on a wing and a prayer in 2006. 
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letters

We want to hear from our readers. Send
letters to: Editor, Texas Co-op Power, 2550 
S. IH-35, Austin, TX 78704, e-mail us at 
letters@texas-ec.org, or submit online at
www.texascooppower.com. Please include
the name of your town and electric co-op.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length
and are printed as space allows. Read addi-
tional letters at www.texascooppower.com.

P O W E R T A L K
WAY TO GO, SBEC
Just a pat on the back for the
San Bernard Electric Cooper -
ative guys who worked day and
night during and after Hurricane
Ike to get the lights up in our
area. We always hear about the
guys (utility work crews) from
Michigan, Canada or wherever,
but they (media) seem to forget
about the people in the country.
I hope all the guys were safe
during all that lightning.

CINDY THIESSEN
San Bernard Electric Cooperative

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK
My entire family watched from
our living room as Hurricane Ike
pushed closer and closer to our
neck of the woods recently. We
were all pondering the same
question: Would this be another
Rita, or could it be worse? After
all, this one was forecast to
come FAR closer to our home
than Rita had.

I returned home a week
after Ike hit to far worse than 
I expected. We had numerous
trees down and extensive roof
damage. We all wondered how
long we would be forced to
power our home by generator 
(I should mention here that we
have two, yes, TWO 3-year-
olds!). When our electricity 
was restored on the ninth day
following the storm, I was
begged by my family members
not to follow through on my
threats to personally kiss each
and every one of the electrical
workers in our neighborhood. 
I am absolutely thrilled with
how quickly everyone came
together and worked so hard.

I’ve never been more
pleased to be a customer of
Sam Houston Electric Cooper -
ative. Keep up the good work!

STEPHANIE AMADOR
Sam Houston Electric Cooperative

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A WEEK MAKES!
Ten East Texas cooperatives were knocked about by Hur-
ricane Ike: 180,498 out of some 300,000 co-op meters
were out September 14 due to the storm, which caused the
most far-reaching blackout in Texas history. On Septem-
ber 21, only 17,579 meters were still off-line—less than 10
percent of the total outages.

By September 25, all co-ops had restored power.
Gov. Rick Perry, who visited Sam Houston Electric

Cooperative (SHECO) on September 18, encouraged mem-
bers of the cooperative, all of whom were initially left
without power by the hurricane, to be patient. “This is not
our first rodeo,” he said.

The governor complimented cooperatives statewide for
their quick response and unceasing efforts to quickly
restore electricity in the wake of Hurricane Ike. “This

spirit of cooperation
makes me proud to be
a Texan and proud to
be associated with
those who know how
to get things done,”
Perry said.

SHECO executives
discussed with the
governor the impor-
tance of strong local
leadership during a
crisis such as Hurri-
cane Ike and how the
combined efforts of all
East Texas coopera-

tives made it possible to restore power to members quickly
and effectively.  

“In a manner of speaking, Hurricane Rita (three years
ago) made us better,” said Kyle Kuntz, SHECO’s general
manager and CEO. “The lessons learned from Hurricane
Rita enabled us to improve our efforts to effectively and
safely restore power to our members in a disaster situation.”  

Perry invited SHECO to get together after the Ike
restoration to discuss the use of various co-op resources to
further improve storm preparedness and response time.   

Next month, Texas Co-op Power will publish a “Hur-
ricane Ike Diary” and introduce readers to some of the
numerous cooperative linemen who rushed from other
parts of the state to help in East Texas’ time of crisis.

Governor Rick Perry greets Marilyn
Sutton, Livingston City Manager (center);
Kyle Kuntz, Sam Houston EC CEO; and
Ronnie Gidley, KBS Management (right),
during his visit to SHECO September 18.

SHEER BLISS
I very much enjoyed Winter
Prosapio’s piece “Tangled Up
in Bliss” (September 2008). 

Although I have no direct
experience with motherhood, 
I have been married for many
years to a woman I consider
the greatest mother of them
all, and so I’ve at least spent 
a lot of time observing it. Pro-
sapio’s piece was beautifully
written, light and, at the same
time, moving. 

Thank you to her for writ-
ing it and to you for printing it.

ANDREW FORSYTHE 
Pedernales Electric Cooperative

HELIUM BLUES
Thank you for your September
2008 article regarding deple-
tion of the natural gas helium.
My late father, Claude Pickett,
was superintendent of the
largest helium plant in the
world, Exell Helium Plant, which
was located 35 miles north of
Amarillo. After Exell’s closure,
he was superintendent of the
Soncy Helium Plant in Amarillo.
My dad frequently expressed
dismay, disappointment and
concern about what he consid-
ered often frivolous and waste-
ful use of this most precious
gas. Many times I heard him
ask, “When the helium is gone,
it is gone forever and then what
will we do?” 

CLAUDEANE PICKETT SUBLETT
Wood County Electric Cooperative
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A TASTE OF 1880s AUSTIN
Guests of the ritzy Driskill Hotel in downtown Austin, which opened in 1886, once had an
expansive view of the hills to the west, the Colorado River to the south and, just five blocks
north, the construction of the Texas Capitol. That view is now limited by surrounding
condo and office towers, but the hotel, built in
grand style by cattleman Col. Jesse Driskill,
retains its original luxury. The lobby and mezza-
nine, awash in white marble and rich carpets,
bespeak the millions of dollars spent in restora-
tions to the hotel, which has hosted presidents
and many a lawmaker. The hotel’s bar, done up
in the style of a cattle baron’s home with leather
sofas and cowhide bar stools, sits next to the
award-winning Driskill Grill. 

—From Historic Hotels of Texas: 
A Traveler’s Guide, Texas A&M 

University Press, first edition, 2007

Texas Co-op Power (USPS 540-560) is pub-
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(TEC). Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX
and at additional offices. TEC is the statewide
association representing 74 electric coopera-
tives. Texas Co-op Power’s website is www 
.texascooppower.com. Call (512) 454-0311 or 
e-mail knorthcott@texas-ec.org.

Subscription price is $3.84 per year for individ-
ual members of subscribing cooperatives. If you
are not a member of a subscribing cooperative,
you can purchase an annual subscription at the
nonmember rate of $7.50. Individual copies and
back issues are available for $3 each.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Texas
Co-op Power (USPS 540-560), 2550 S. IH-35,
Austin, TX 78704. Please enclose label from
this copy of Texas Co-op Power showing old
address and key numbers.

ADVERTISING: Advertisers interested in buying
display ad space in Texas Co-op Power and/or
in our 30 sister publications in other states,
contact Martin Bevins at (512) 486-6249.

Advertisements in Texas Co-op Power are paid
solicitations. The publisher neither endorses
nor guarantees in any manner any product or
company included in this publication. Product
satisfaction and delivery responsibility lie solely
with the advertiser. Direct questions or com-
ments about advertising to Martin
Bevins, Sales Director.

© Copyright 2008 Texas Electric Cooperatives,
Inc. Reproduction of this issue or any portion of
it is expressly prohibited without written per-
mission. Willie Wiredhand © Copyright 2008
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

It’s more exhaustin’ to Austin
from Dalhart—about 490 miles
as the crow flies—than it is
from Dalhart, the seat of
Dallam County in the Texas
Panhandle, to six other state
capitals: Santa Fe, New Mexico
(about 200 miles); Oklahoma
City (about 280); Denver,
Colorado (about 290);
Cheyenne, Wyoming (about
375); Topeka, Kansas (about
430); and Lincoln, Nebraska
(about 460).

A BETTER WAY TO STORE
ELECTRICITY?
One of the major drawbacks to
renewable energy is that it is not
always available when it is needed.

Researchers at the University of
Texas have said they’ve made a
breakthrough that could lead to a
storage solution. A carbon-based
material called “graphene,” which is
only one atom thick, has shown the

potential to double the current
capacity of electricity storage

devices called ultracapacitors. Those
devices store large amounts of elec-
trical energy and can release it onto
the grid on demand, such as when
wind or solar sources are not avail-
able. This development could help
make large-scale renewable gener-

ation more practical.

Learn about frontier life, finish your Christmas shopping and chat with Santa during
CHRISTMAS AT OLD FORT CONCHO, set for December 5-7 in San Angelo.

The event will be held at the former U.S. military post built in 1867.
From a Santa’s workshop to chuck-wagon cook-

ing classes, the event offers something for every age.
In addition to the workshop, during which

youngsters make holiday crafts perfect for gift
giving, children can attend sessions about Native
American lore and a boot camp in which they

“enlist” as soldiers.
All ages enjoy shopping in the historic fort

buildings and watching a performance in which
actors bring to life soldiers and civilians of the
fort era. 

Be sure to check out the gingerbread house
and Christmas cookie contests and an old-fash-

ioned cowboy church service. Also on tap are live musical performances, including the
sounds of Christmas from area church choirs and school entertainers.

For more information, call (325) 481-2646 or go to www.fortconcho.com.

WHO KNEW?

I L L U S T R A T I O N S  B Y  E D D  P A T T O N
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IS  TRADITIONAL … WACKY … WONDERFUL !

AS TEXAS’  AWARD -WINNING PHOTOGRAPHERS ENJOY SHOWING HERE,  THE WEATHER CAN BE TROPICAL

OR ARCTIC.  A  TEXAS TOWN IS AS LIKELY TO DECORATE A MUNICIPAL PALM TREE AS A DOUGLAS FIR .

AMID CAROLERS,  CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PRODUCTIONS AND LA POSADAS PROCESSIONS,  DON’ T BE SUR-

PRISED TO FIND ELVIS LEADING A HOLIDAY PARADE OR RUDOLPH ON A ROAD SIGN.  WE DECK ANY THING

WE WANT TO AT CHRISTMAS—BE IT  BABES,  BEER HALLS OR BOUFFANT HAIRDOS.  SO INFLATE YOUR

SANTA AND ASSEMBLE THE TOYS UNDER THE TREE,  BECAUSE IT ’S  THAT SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR AGAIN.

CHRISTMAS IN TEXAS

M O M E N TS  O F  P E AC E  A N D  B L E S S I N G  AT  T H E  M I S S I O N  N U E S T R A  S E Ñ O R A  D E L  E S P Í R I T U  S A N T O  D E  Z Ú Ñ I G A ,  G O L I A D

Laurence Parent
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L A  P O S A DA S  I N  M c A L L E N  R E- E N AC TS  T H E  S E A R C H  F O R  L O D G I N G  I N  B E T H L E H E M

Bob Daemmrich 

A  P O S A DA  I N  M c A L L E N  
Bob Daemmrich 

A  W H I T E  C H R I S T M A S  I N  M c K I T T R I C K  C A N YO N ,  G U A DA L U P E  M O U N TA I N S

Laurence Parent

H I G H WAY  R U D O L P H  

Laurence Parent
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D E C K I N G  T H E  H A L L S  . . .  G R U E N E  H A L L ,  T H AT  I S

Laurence Parent

C H R I S T M A S  H E A D L I G H TS

John Langford

A L L  D E C K E D  O U T

Rick Patrick

G E T T I N G  I T  I N  G E A R

Will van Overbeek
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N U T C R AC K E R

Frank Curry
S E E  YA  N E X T  Y E A R ,  S A N TA

Ave Bonar

L I G H T E D  PA L M  T R E E S  I N  W E S L AC O

Larry Ditto
A  DA N C I N G  E LV I S  L E A D S  T H E  C H R I S T M A S  PA R A D E  I N  E D I N B U R G

Bob Daemmrich



A HEALING
JOURNEY

1 0 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 8

Roger Peña, a charismatic, handsome
man with intense brown eyes and a leg-
endary comic streak, enlisted in the
Army in 2004 because he saw military
service as an opportunity to assure a
good future for his family. “He wanted
the kids to have everything, to have
security,” said his wife, Marisol, whose
parents, José and Sandra Gomez, are
members of Magic Valley Electric
Cooperative.

Peña, a champion chess player in his
youth, was a natural athlete and
devoted husband, father, son, brother
and friend—all traits well suited to his
work as a combat medic. Peña had
some notion of the dangers he would
face, and he wanted to protect his fam-
ily from worry. So he urged Marisol and
the children to live in San Antonio with
his parents during his tour of duty.
There, Marisol resumed her studies in
bilingual education, Ivan joined a
swimming class, and baby Gabriel grew
into a spunky toddler. As much as pos-
sible, they carried on without Peña,
counting the days until his return.

Marisol remembers June 13, 2006,
as the day “my whole world crumbled.”
The two men in Army dress uniforms
who came to talk with her didn’t have
to say anything. The moment she real-
ized what was happening, it was as if
she had been struck by lightning. Peña
had been killed when his convoy came

under fire during combat in Musa
Qulah, Afghanistan.

Grief-stricken, unmoored and lost,
Marisol returned to her hometown of
Mission, where her parents and sib-
lings lived. Unable to plan for the
future or escape her ever-present sor-
row, she turned her focus to Ivan and
Gabriel. How could she help them
through this numbing and confusing
time? She remembered her husband’s
promise to take Ivan to Disney World,
a promise now wrapped in heartache.
Marisol, who wanted to learn every-
thing she could about grieving chil-
dren who have lost a parent in the
military, began scouring the Internet
for information.  

� � � � �
That’s when she came upon the website
for Snowball Express.

“It was too good to be true,” Marisol
said. “A free trip to Disneyland for kids
of fallen soldiers.”  She checked it out
further. It was true. Snowball Express,
a national, nonprofit program, offered
an all-expenses-paid trip to Disneyland
in Anaheim, California, for children
and spouses of soldiers who died in
military service after 9/11. Maybe it
wasn’t exactly Disney World, but it was
Disney. And Ivan was just as happy for
the chance to see Mickey Mouse in
California as in Florida. 

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Roy

White, a member of CoServ Electric, is
chairman of the board for Snowball
Express. He’s been part of the program
since it began in early 2006 as a mod-
est Rotary Club project. As a captain
with Southwest Airlines, White man-
aged to persuade the airlines and the
pilots union to underwrite more than
100 tickets to get Snowball Express off
the ground. “It was all put together
with baling wire and lots of other loose
ends,” White remembers. A website
was created inviting eligible families to
come aboard the Snowball Express.
“The families showed great courage,”
White said. “All they got was a phone
call and a couple of e-mails. It was all
grassroots, no formal budget and no
major media.”

That first year, nearly 900 children
and parents from as far away as
Australia and Japan and all across the
United States, including Marisol and
Ivan Peña, were guests of Snowball
Express, so named because it takes
place around the December holidays.
“The families had a great time,” White
said. “It was amazing the healing that
went on, just with children coming
together, healing together, for the first
time ever.”

Marisol recalled telling Ivan that
even though his dad couldn’t take him
to Disney World, they could go to
Disneyland instead. “His face lit up

BY  C A R O L  M O C Z YG E M B A

Ivan Peña was a wide-eyed, sweet-natured 5-year-old when his dad, U.S. Army Sgt. Roger Peña Jr.,
was deployed to Afghanistan in January 2006. Peña promised Ivan he would take him and his little
brother, Gabriel, to Disney World in Florida when he came back to the States in November for a
scheduled leave. It was hard to say goodbye, but the promise of going to Disney World with his fam-
ily gave Ivan something to hold on to.

SNOWBALL EXPRESS TAKES GRIEVING MILITARY FAMILIES TO DISNEYLAND 
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SNOWBALL EXPRESS
Nearly 1,600 attendees are expected to be part of the 2008 Snowball Express experience. American Airlines, in partnership
with BP North America, will commission six chartered aircraft to bring 1,000 children and surviving spouses from 19 U.S.
cities to the event.  American Airlines  has also committed to flying 30 attendees from overseas, making the Snowball
Express contribution the largest single donation of its kind in the airline’s history. Transportation support continues, as well,
from Southwest, Airtran and Jet Blue airlines. In addition, hotels in Orange County, California, will donate nearly $1 million
worth of accommodations. 

Registration is closed for 2008, but open for 2009. Plans for 2009 are to bring the families to Dallas/Fort Worth for,
among other possibilities, a Dallas Cowboys game, a trip to Six Flags over Texas and Dallas Motor Speedway. Snowball
Express recently received recognition and a $5,000 grant at the 2008 Newman’s Own Awards ceremony held at the
Pentagon to recognize the top 15 home-front organizations making contributions to military quality of life.

For information about Snowball Express and letters from past participants, go to www.snowballexpress.org.

Gabriel and Ivan share memories of their Snowball Express trip to Disneyland last year. 
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with a big smile,” she said. “That smile
was worth everything to me.”

� � � � �
For Marisol, the trip was more than the
fulfillment of Ivan’s Disney dream. It
was a small step toward coming to
terms with her husband’s death.
Surrounded by spouses with similar
stories, she felt understood. She wasn’t
alone in her struggle to work through
her own grief while staying strong for
her children. “When Ivan cries that he
wishes his father was here, I feel so
helpless,” she said. “Sometimes I think
it’s all a big mistake, that one day Roger
will walk through that door.”  She didn’t

have to explain any of that to her
Snowball Express companions. Neither
did Ivan. 

But early in 2007, Snowball Express
faced some major challenges. White
explained that the volunteer coalition of
people and businesses that got the proj-
ect off the ground had been too loosely
organized to guarantee its future.
“We’ve got to find a way to keep this
going,” he remembers thinking. “There’s
too much healing going on to let it go.”
So he and a handful of other supporters
got to work. “We found some kindred
spirits, and when people heard it would
continue, we got more corporate spon-

sors. We reorganized and made it sim-
pler.” With just eight weeks to go before
Snowball Express 2007 was supposed
to take place, the organization faced a
shortfall of  $500,000 for airline tickets
and other expenses. 

Then, almost miraculously, Capt.
Jim Palmersheim, an American Airlines
pilot, persuaded the airline to donate
500 tickets—three chartered air-
planes—to something they had learned
about only two weeks earlier. “The
cause was what drew them,” White said.
On a smaller scale, it also drew Air Tran
Airways and Jet Blue. “We had a  gener-
ous change of fortune,” White said.

Marisol didn’t expect to be eligible
for another Snowball Express experi-
ence, but she was invited to come back
for the 2007 trip. “That time, all three
of us went,” she said, “and it was so
much better because we were together.”
Ivan and Gabriel get animated when
they look through their Snowball
Express scrapbook, remembering
breakfast with Minnie Mouse, holding
hands with Goofy and walking down
Main Street with Mickey Mouse and
Donald Duck. And then there’s “that
blue guy from Winnie the Pooh,” as
Gabriel refers to Eeyore.

Huddled together on the sofa, their
legs draped with a Disneyland blanket,
the boys get a gleam in their eyes when
Marisol reminds them that they will be
part of the Snowball Express family
again this year. “To see those little eyes
sparkle and that big, excited smile on
their faces is something that I am very
thankful to the Snowball team for,” she
says. “They do this from the bottom of
their hearts, and it shows that there are
caring people out there who do not for-
get the great sacrifice these families
have made.” 

Carol Moczygemba is executive editor
of Texas Co-op Power.

Ivan, Marisol and Gabriel Pe~na honor the memory of husband and father, Sgt. Roger Pe~na, with  pho-
tos, medals of commendation and other mementos in every room of their home.

TAPS
More than 4,200 families, encompassing more than 8,500 children, have lost military members in combat or in training
since September 11, 2001. Studies have shown that the children of these fallen soldiers are particularly susceptible to anx-
iety and depression. 

Among the organizations offering support is the Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS), a community of fam-
ilies who have lost a loved one in military service and volunteer their time to support newly bereaved children and spouses.
TAPS sponsors “Good Grief Camps,” a healing experience for children. In 2007 one of the camps was held in Salado, near
Fort Hood. Many of the services provided by TAPS are free of charge to surviving families and are made possible by the gen-
erosity of donors. For information about TAPS programs, go to www.taps.org.





REED LANG GIFT FRUIT 

TEXAS grown Lula Avocados,
Navel Oranges, Ruby and Rio
Red Grapefruit, orange blossom
honey. FREE UPS SHIPPING.
Request FREE BROCHURE. 

P.O. Box 219
Rio Hondo, TX 78583 
(956) 748-2354
(956) 748-2888 fax
reedlangfarms@yahoo.com
reedlanggiftfruit@att.net

VAN ROEHLING 
SAUCES & RUBS

Give a Texas gift everyone will
enjoy this holiday season. 
• 3-Bottle Sauce Crate
• 4-Bottle Rub Crate
• 3-Bottle Sauce Gift Box

(979) 732-9100
www.vrfoodsllc.com
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Discover what’s new in the market.
Gift-giving is a cinch when you

choose to use this handy  

L O N E S T A R M A R K E Tv

H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

PECANS.COM

Let us provide you with the 
best “Fist Full of Pecans” 
available in Texas. All products
100% guaranteed. Gift baskets,
flavored nuts, fresh shelled and
custom shelling. Makes great
holiday gift!

1-800-4PECANS
www.pecans.com

2009 TEXAS CLASSIC
DANCE HALL CALENDAR

Official Texas state artist
George Boutwell’s 2009 
calendar features watercolors 
of 12 different classic Texas
dance halls. 15" x 20".
Just $10 each, quantity 
discounts. Too Cool!

1-800-243-4316
www.gboutwell.com  

PURE TEXAN 
AND PROUD OF IT!

Texas Lifestyle Accessories

Beautifully crafted Texas
jewelry that is all about
her heritage! Click and 
pick from over 500 jewelry
and gift designs.

F E A T U R E D :

Lone star cut blue topaz
(not shown actual size) set
as rings, pendants and
earrings starting at $225.

100% Texas Woman
pendant in sterling silver,
$45, 14 karat yellow or
white gold, $520.

We’re PureTexan.com

1-888-655-4367
www.puretexan.com
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HEARTLAND HAM

“Home of the legendary spiral
sliced honey glazed ham.”
Hams, turkey, smoked meats
shipped nationally. Holiday
orders accepted now!

(903) 581-2802
www.honeybham.com
www.heartlandham.com

RATTLESNAKE RANCH
TEXAS TREATS

Treat your family and friends to
the most delicious pecans and
candies in Texas. Try our new
pecan flavors: Honey Crisp,
Sugar-Free Chocolate and White
Chocolate, and Cajun Roasted.
Call today for our gift catalog, or
visit our website and order online.

1-888-PECAN75
www.rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

JOYFUL MEMORIES
PERSONALIZED NOTECARDS

Gifts for family, friends and 
co-workers. Names added free. 
8 cards, 8 envelopes only $5
(Texas residents add 8.25%
tax). Visit website for addi-
tional styles.

1-888-288-1340
www.sayings.com

NATURAL SKINCARE 
FROM AGGIELAND

Rejuvenating herbal skin
creams blend Texas aloe vera 
& concentrated herbal extracts. 
Dr. Wendy’s Wrinkle Warrior is
a powerful moisturizer and
Balm Squad is an all-purpose
healing salve. Use code TCP2008
for 20% savings. $11.95 each.

1-866-264-4932
www.wendytheherbalist.com

CAGLE STEAKS, LUBBOCK

Send ’em Rib-Eyes. 
4-pack or 8 pack includes “Good
Character Seasoning.” 
Order online, 2 day delivery. 

New seasoning family!
Purchase individually, 
or all 6 for $40.00.

(806) 795-3879
www.caglesteaks.com
info@caglesteaks.com

WESTERN
GENERAL STORE.COM

Texas Gifts and More.
• Cowhide Placemat w/Coaster
• Handcrafted Bottle Pourer

(Wine Stopper Available)
• Texas Waffle Maker
Lots more Texas, Western and
Lodge Gifts and Decor available!

1-866-48-HAPPY
www.WesternGeneralStore.com

WILDSEED FARMS’ GOURMET
TEXAS GIFT BASKETS

Delectable jams, jellies, salsa and
other goodies from Wildseed
Farms Specialty Food Collection
are attractively partnered in a
beautiful wicker basket for your
Christmas giving. 

1-800-848-0078
www.wildseedfarms.com

TREJOUR GLASS
ORNAMENTS

The finest glass ornaments and
perfume bottles in the world.
Intricate 16-karat gold designs
with floral etching and hand
painting. Hand blown in a
3,500-year-old village in Egypt.
Great Christmas gifts!

(970) 247-3916
www.trejour.com
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60 YEARS OF HOME
COOKING COOKBOOK

Six Decades of Texas’ 
Favorite Foods, Fads & Facts

Full-color, hardbound, more
than 600 recipes from 60 years
of Texas Co-op Power. $29.95
each, includes tax, shipping 
and handling. 

www.texascooppower.com

GIVE THE TEXAS TREAT
THAT EVERYBODY LOVES

• All natural ingredients
• No preservatives  
10 delicious flavors, all hand-
crafted in our Dallas bakery
from scratch—for over 20 years.
All breads shipped in a 
commemorative Texas tin.

1-888-839-2771
www.texasbread.com

TEXAS MUSIC 
FOR TRUE TEXANS

Davy Crockett’s Fiddle—
Live in the Alamo and 
Camp Cookie Christmas

View the entire “Fathers of
Texas Series” sung by 
Texas Musician of the Year
nominee K.R. Wood. 

www.texannarecords.com  
(512) 986-6002

FABULOUS FEET—GUARANTEED

YogaToes—A simple way to get instant refreshment and long term
improvement for your overworked feet. Just relax, YogaToes will do
the work for you. YogaToes are the only patented, USA made exercise
and therapeutic device of its kind. Formfitting design is soft, flexible
and hypo-allergenic.

Risk-Free Lifetime Money Back Guarantee! 
Save $15 with coupon code: TX12X8

1-877-964-2776
www.yogapro.com

2008 CAPITOL
COLLECTIBLE ORNAMENT

Thirteenth in the series of
annual collectible ornaments,
the 2008 Texas Capitol
Ornament features the rotunda
floor. The ornament sells for
$18.00 plus tax and S&H.

1-888-678-5556
www.texascapitolgiftshop.com 

TEXAS TRIV-BOARDS™

Our Texas-shaped Triv-Boards
are made of Corian solid sur-
face. They’re non-porous and
easily maintained. Use as a
trivet, cutting board, serving
dish, conversation piece and
more. Excellent gifts! $26.95
plus S&H. Dealers welcome.

(325) 660-7210
www.TrivBoards.com

TEXAS RUBY & RIO 
RED GRAPEFRUIT

Juicy red grapefruit and sweet
oranges from the Rio Grande
Valley. Tree-fresh, hand-selected
gifts delivered nationwide. Texas
1015 onions, tomatoes, smoked
meats, nuts and candies. FREE
BROCHURE. Mention code TXCP
for discount with first order.

1-800-580-1900
www.crockettfarms.com



RESERVATION APPLICATION
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE_______________________________________
9345 Mi lwaukee  Avenue  ·  N i les ,  IL  60714-1393

YES. Please reserve the “Grandma’s Gift Diamond

Pendant” for me as described in this announcement.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

*Plus $8.98 shipping and service.
Sales subject to product availability and
order acceptance.

©2008 BGE  01-04638-001-BIG8

Signature ____________________________________

Mr. Mrs. Ms.__________________________________
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address _____________________________________

City ________________________________________

State__________________ Zip __________________

01-04638-001-E54891

Shown actual size

Hand-set with an
exquisitely beautiful
solitaire diamond

�

Finely hand-crafted 
in solid sterling 
silver with rich

24K-gold-plated accents

�

Arrives in an
attractive

keepsake case with
the touching

“Grandma’s Gift”
poem.

The relationship between a grandmother  and  granddaughter is like

no other, filled with love, happiness shared, and bright hopes for

the future.  Now, celebrate this cherished bond with the

“Grandma’s Gift Diamond Pendant.”

Finely hand-crafted in solid sterling silver, our “Grandma’s Gift

Diamond Pendant” is an exclusive design.  Like a precious package

tied with a ribbon and bow, it is an exquisite reminder 

of a love that truly is a gift.  A sparkling genuine diamond adds

beauty and value, and the pendant is finished with a delicate 18"

solid sterling silver chain.   

Exceptional Value
Complete with a Certificate of Authenticity and special keepsake
case with “Grandma’s Gift” poem, it’s a remarkable value at $119*,
payable in 4 installments of $29.75. To reserve yours, backed by
our 120-day guarantee, send no money now; just mail the
Reservation Application today!  Or, call  us toll free, today, at

A Brilliant-cut Solitaire Diamond ... 
Shimmering Sterling Silver ... and Rich 24K Gold

 1-866-768-

6517, 24

hours a day,

7 days a

week,  for 

guaranteed

holiday

delivery!†

†We must receive your initial 
payment by 12/19/08 to guarantee
Christmas delivery. Call toll free

today 1-866-768-6517, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.
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Electric Notes

Is Your Home
Bundled Up 
for Winter?
Proper Insulation 
Is Key to Efficiency

One of the simplest ways to
reduce your home’s heating and
cooling costs—and improve com-
fort—involves installing proper
insulation. Doing so provides
resistance to heat flow. The more
heat-flow resistance your insula-
tion provides, the lower your heat-
ing and cooling costs.

Heat flows naturally from a
warmer to a cooler space. In 
winter, heat moves directly from
heated living spaces to adjacent
unheated areas and even out-
doors. It can also travel indirectly
through interior ceilings, walls and
floors—wherever there is a differ-
ence in temperature.

To maintain comfort, heat lost in
the winter must be replaced by
your heating system. Proper insu-
lation decreases heat loss.

Heat flow resistance is measured
or rated in terms of its R-value. The
higher the R-value, the greater the
insulation’s effectiveness.

When calculating the R-value
of a multilayered insulation, add 
R-values of individual layers.
Installing more insulation in your
home increases the R-value.

The effectiveness of insulation
also de pends on how and where
it’s in stalled. For example, insula-
tion that gets compressed will not
provide its full rated R-value. The
overall R-value of a wall or ceiling
will be somewhat different from
the R-value of the insulation
because some heat flows around
the insulation through studs and
joists. Therefore, it’s important to
properly install your insulation to
achieve the maximum R-value.

Decorating the home for the holi-
day season is a great tradition,

but an essential part of stringing the
lights and putting up the tree is keep-
ing an eye on electrical safety. Here
are simple steps that everyone can
take to enjoy a safe and happy holiday
season.

DON’T OVERLOAD YOUR ELECTRIC CIR-

CUITS. Check fuses or circuit-breaker
panels to see what your home can han-
dle and stay well within the limits.

AVOID PUTTING TOO MANY STRINGS

OF LIGHTS TOGETHER and plugging
them into a single outlet.

WATCH FOR FLICKERING LIGHTS,

sparks from appliances or wall outlets,
warm plates, plugs or outlets, and
dimming lights or television screens.
These signal potential danger spots
that could cause an electrical fire.

MAKE SURE THERE’S A BULB IN EACH

SOCKET. If a bulb is burned out, leave
it in until you have a replacement.
Immediately replace any broken bulbs
that have exposed filaments.

USE ONLY UL-LISTED EQUIPMENT.

Check for frayed cords, cracked insula-
tion and damaged plugs.

SURGE PROTECTOR STRIPS ARE A

SAFE OPTION if you need more outlets.
MATCH PLUGS WITH OUTLETS. Never

force a three-pronged plug into a two-
hole outlet or extension cord.

DON’T RUN EXTENSION CORDS UNDER

RUGS, around furniture legs or across
doorways.

USE SAFETY CAPS TO COVER OUT-

LETS. If you have children in the house
or are expecting young visitors, inspect
your home for cracked or missing out-
let covers. 

KEEP YOUR NATURAL TREE WELL

WATERED to prevent bulbs from ignit-
ing dry branches. Check to make sure
an artificial tree is inflammable.

FASTEN OUTDOOR LIGHTS SECURELY

to trees, house walls or other firm sup-
ports using insulated staples, or run
them through hooks to protect lights
from wind damage. Do not nail, tack,
pinch, nick or stress wiring.

OUTDOOR LIGHTING SHOULD HAVE

INSULATED ELECTRICAL CORDS and be
plugged into a ground-fault circuit
interrupter-protected receptacle only.
Keep all plugs and connectors off the
ground, away from puddles and snow.

NEVER USE ELECTRIC LIGHTS ON A

METALLIC TREE. The tree can become
charged with electricity from faulty
lights, and a person touching a branch
could be electrocuted. Instead, place
colored spotlights beside or above the
tree. 

NEVER USE LIGHTED CANDLES ON A

TREE or near other evergreens. Always
use nonflammable holders and place
candles where there is no risk of them
being knocked down.

Have a Jolly and
Safe Holiday Season

Carefully checking (and untangling) every
string of lights before you hang them is an
important safety step.
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ELECTRIC NOTES

As many people living along the
Gulf Coast and in East Texas

who were in the path of Hurricane Ike
can attest firsthand, life without elec-
tricity is difficult at best. Electricity,
once considered a luxury for wealthy
urbanites, is an integral part of mod-
ern society.

These days, we are so dependent 
on electricity in almost every aspect 
of life that an outage leaves businesses
hobbled, traffic snarled and families
not only in the dark, but also at the
mercy of the elements.

Electric cooperatives like yours
know how much communities
depend on their power lifeline. That’s
why co-op crews, with the help of
workers from across Texas and other
states, leapt into action in September

to help restore electricity to
members left powerless by
Hurricane Ike, which left 
one co-op completely with-
out power and nine others
with outages over parts of
their systems. 

Hard work and smart
planning by those co-ops paid
off, and less than two weeks
later, the lights were back on
for all but a few individual
members. Some customers of
investor-owned utilities, on
the other hand, endured
blackouts that stretched into October.

The co-ops’ quick turnaround not
only is a credit to hard-working line-
men and others, but it also demon-
strates one of the advantages of

electric cooperatives, which follow 
the principle of Cooperation Among
Cooperatives. If disaster strikes, co-ops
are there for one another just like a
good neighbor would be.

Finding Shelter from the Storm

While the holiday season
brings great joy, it can

also be expensive.
Shopping, entertaining, big
meals and decorating can
take a toll on our pocket-
books and the environment.
Here are some tips to help
make this holiday season a
little bit greener for you and
your family. 

� Remember to turn hol-
iday lights off before you go
to bed or put them on a
timer.

� Make your own wrap-
ping paper and gift bags. Give new life
to brown paper bags by decorating
them with last year’s Christmas cards.
Or use the cards to make “to” and
“from” tags.

� Use strings of LED lights, which
look the same as conventional incan-
descent bulbs but last longer and use
80 to 90 percent less energy. 

� Use shredded paper for packing
material for fragile gifts. 

� It’s hard to let go of the tradition
of mailing holiday cards, but a per-
sonalized e-card lets you stay in touch
while saving trees, gas and money.

� Use your microwave oven when-
ever possible; it cuts cooking time and
saves energy. 

� Instead of buying
something new, think about
recycling things that have
value to the recipient.
Compile a book of favorite
recipes to share or create a
box of dress-up clothes
(from thrift stores and
garage sales) for young kids
on your list. 

� Use metal flatware and
real glasses and dishes
rather than disposable
options. They look better,
your guests will appreciate
it, and you’re not creating

any waste in the landfill. 
� And, when the holidays are done,

recycle your Christmas tree. Instead
of tossing it out for the garbage ser  -
vice to take, find out where you can
have it chipped up for mulch or com-
post. Or, you can purchase a living
tree that can be planted outside after
the holidays are over. 

Going Green This Holiday Season

Use real tableware instead of disposable to help reduce landfill waste.

Co-op crews help restore power after Hurricane Ike.
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I couldn’t leave the

plant for strangers; 

it belonged with us.
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fter Mama passed away, we sadly sold her small,
white, frame house in the community of Bryans Mill

and cleared it out for new owners. As I slowly prepared to close the house that held
such wonderful memories for me and my family, I saw it: Mama’s Christmas cac-
tus. I just couldn’t bear to throw it out like so many of her other things. 

My mama had been so proud of that plant. As I sat there alone in the empty
kitchen, with tears welling up in my eyes, I thought about Mama. She was Margie
Fae Abston Lee, born into a pioneer Cass County family in 1923 in Bryans Mill.
She had lived in that area all her life—as a small child, housewife and mother, and
then as a widow. Her claim to fame was her wonderful cooking and her uncondi-
tional love for her family. She had married the love of her life, my dad, J.D.
(Buddy) Lee, more than 50 years before, and together they created a simple life in
the carefree country setting they both loved so much. I was their only child, and I
learned so much from both of them.

She was a wonderful wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. At
every Christmas lunch, she would ask, “Did you all see the pretty Christmas cac-
tus? It is blooming again.” And we would quickly say, “Oh yeah, it’s pretty,” think-
ing more about her special chicken and dressing and her chocolate pie baked in
that flaky crust that was coming soon. We should have taken more time to appre-
ciate that blooming gem. She had forced it to bloom for us at just the right time.
But Mama never showed any disappointment in our lack of interest; she was just
so happy that all her babies were there with her on this special day.

This precious old green plant had been in her simple kitchen on an old metal
TV tray under the window air conditioner for as long as I could remember.

Mama had a green thumb. She cultivated blooming flowers in front of her
house for passing drivers to see. After my father died, her passion for gardening
helped fill her lonely days without him. She enjoyed sharing with her neighbors
the large red tomatoes, the yellow crookneck squash and the spicy hot peppers
that grew on either side of the concrete doorsteps leading up to her back porch.
She always saved that first tomato of the season for me.

So, I took that dusty old cactus. It had lacked care and attention in the past
months with Mama being sick and then with her death. I couldn’t throw it out.
And I didn’t want to leave it there for strangers; it belonged with us. Driving from

A
Mama’s
Christmas
Cactus
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Bryans Mill to my home in Texarkana that late Sunday afternoon, I decided that I
would try my best to keep Mama’s tradition alive and hoped that I could appreci-
ate what Mama had for so many years.  

Today, with the joyous Christmas season approaching and a chilling winter
wind blowing outside, I took the old plant out of our guest room’s dark closet. I
had read, or perhaps Mama had told me, that for a Christmas cactus to bloom, it
should be placed in darkness for several weeks. After a period without light, I
retrieved the plant, decorated its pot in shiny red paper and tied a large green bow
around it. When I put it on our family’s dining room table, it seemed to come alive.
Soon it was full of pinkish-red buds, just bursting to bloom for us, as it had so
many times before for Mama.  I whispered quietly, “Mama, do you see your
Christmas cactus? It’s blooming again.” 

I’ll be so proud and happy to show off Mama’s plant to our friends and neigh-
bors who stop by during the holidays, and I’ll share with them the precious mem-
ories associated with it. Christmas should be a time for families and friends to
share their wonderful memories and to anticipate their dreams for the future
while we celebrate the glorious birth of our Savior on that first Christmas so many
years ago. 

Thanks, Mama, for the precious memories.

Pat Lee Mathews is a retired schoolteacher and member of Bowie-Cass Electric
Cooperative. This is her first published work.
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 Say Cheese
As soon as Model the Alpine milk goat scrambles through the door, she
eagerly bumps her head into a plastic bucket filled with mixed grains.
Behind her on the concrete floor, Chrissy Omo—outfitted in black rub-
ber boots, a tank top and jeans—squats on a low stool, wipes the goat’s

bulging udder with disinfectant and attaches the milking machine.
“She walks just so, like she’s a model,” Omo says, explaining the goat’s name

while she waits for the commercial milker to finish its job. Soon the machine’s
steady chugging stops. Briskly, Omo detaches the apparatus and escorts the still-
munching animal to an outside pen filled with a small herd of baaing goats. Within
minutes, she returns with another impatient goat in a hurry to get to that bucket.

It takes at least three hours to get all the goats milked. About 9 a.m., Omo—
with her black hair tucked beneath a brown netting—heads into the adjacent pro-
duction room, where she sets to work again. Now it’s time to salt today’s batch of
fresh chèvre, one of many specialty cheeses that Omo hand-makes and markets
under her own label—CKC Farms. The farm is just east of Blanco.

This could be just another narrative about a hard-working Texas farmer. But
what sets this one apart is Omo’s age: She’s only 20. 

Oh, that age thing again. Omo shrugs. She’s used to folks making a fuss. But
honestly, so what if she was just 16 when she bought her first milk goats and began
making cheese in her mom’s kitchen at their home east of Blanco? “I just thought
it was fun,” says the Pedernales Electric Cooperative member. 

Fun, indeed. Try getting up every morning at 5:30 to milk 30 or so goats. By
day’s end, they’ve got to be milked again. Add to that another 130 goats to feed and
water twice daily. Not to mention making, packaging and delivering the cheese. All
that takes lots of hours. No problem. Omo—with help from younger brothers
Kenny, 12, and Conner, 4, along with parents Adriana and Daniel—handles the
work and attends Texas State University in San Marcos. 

The impetus behind CKC Farms—named for the three Omo siblings—sprang
from a six-month stay in Europe in 2004. “My dad had a job over there, and we
went, too,” Omo recalls. “We’d stop in restaurants and taste local meats, cheeses
and breads. One day, I met a lady near the German border who had goats, and she
gave me my first insight into cheese making.”

After the family’s return home, she and her mother went cheese hunting. “I
kept looking for that same fresh flavor I’d tasted in Europe,” Omo says. 

Their search proved futile. So Omo came up with an idea: Why not buy a few
milk goats and make their own cheese? Sure, said her parents, but first find out what
such an endeavor might involve. Encouraged, Omo read books, researched the
Internet and snagged some farm chores at Pure Luck Farm and Dairy, a goat dairy
a few miles west of Dripping Springs. Undaunted by the hard work, Omo sat back
down with her parents and outlined a plan. In January 2005, she bought 10 Alpine
goats. By fall, she was taking cheese plates to her teachers at Blanco High School. 

Chrissy Omo milks

her goat business 

for all it’s worth

By Sheryl 

Smith-Rodgers
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That’s not to say her cheese-making expertise came effortlessly.
“I must have made five or six batches at first, and they all turned out like cream

cheese,” Omo laughs. “So we made cheesecakes. We were giving them away to
everyone. It took a lot of trial and error before I developed my own processes.”

From there, Omo became proficient at turning out fresh chèvre, a basic goat
milk cheese that’s soft, creamy and mild in taste. To add variety, she rolled some
cheese rounds in fresh herbs and others in edible charcoal, a French-style cheese
with a firmer texture that she dubbed “Midnight.” From there, she branched out to
feta and baby caprino. 

Samples given to teachers and friends led to orders for her cheese. Her facility
cleared inspections by the Texas Department of State Health Services, which
allowed local markets to sell CKC Farms products.

Bolstered by growing demand for her goat cheese, Omo designed a 1,500-square-
foot production facility that went online before she graduated from high school in
May 2006. Her “shop”—a metal building a short walk from the Omos’ home—
includes a cheese-making room, walk-in cooler, milking area and tasting room.

As the business has grown, so has the CKC Farms product line. It includes Baby
Blue (an Italian-style blue cheese), an aged caprino Romano, a jalapeño and arti-
choke spread and her best seller—seasoned feta, chunks of delicate feta marinated
in extra-virgin olive oil, rosemary, sun-dried tomatoes and roasted garlic. “I pro-
duce at least 100 pounds of cheese a week,” says Omo, whose retail business does
not handle mail orders.

These days, the busy young woman divides time among her goats, cheese-mak-
ing, family, dating (she’s smitten with a young chef from Wichita Falls) and col-
lege. By 2011, she plans to finish her bachelor’s degree in international business
and food nutrition. “I go part time in the spring and full time in the fall because
we don’t milk as heavily then,” she says. 

“I don’t know where it’s going,” Omo adds. “Life’s just going to have to unfold.
There are a lot of factors to think about, but with the business courses I’m taking,
I’ll be able to figure things out.” 

No doubt, she will. 

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers is a frequent contributor to Texas Co-op Power.

CKC FARMS (830) 833-5669

RETAIL OUTLETS 
AUSTIN

Cissi’s Market
Spec’s
Whole Foods Market 

BLANCO
McCall Creek Farms Market
Real Foods Market and Cafe

DRIPPING SPRINGS
Main Street Market and Deli

FREDERICKSBURG
Farmers’ market
Fromage du Monde

HOUSTON
Spec’s

WIMBERLEY
Farmers’ market

W H E R E  T O  B U Y

T O P  P H O T O  B Y  W O O D Y  W E L C H ,  T O P  R I G H T  B Y  R I C K  P A T R I C K

Chrissy Omo with brother Conner and goat Mochita



”
I made the 

right choice
My name is Donald. 

This is my story.

“I had just recently retired from the military when 
I learned I had prostate cancer. I researched many
hospitals and procedures, and decided robotic
prostate surgery was the best option for me. 
I chose Scott & White because of their excellent
reputation, and state-of-the-art technology and
treatment. Thanks to Scott & White, my life 
was far from over.”

“

Scott & White is a leader in robotic prostate surgery—technology
that can reduce pain and speed recovery for patients with
prostate cancer. This procedure uses robotic technology to 
make the surgeons’ skillful hand movements even more precise.

One in six American men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer
during their lifetime. This cancer is curable with early diagnosis 
and treatment. See your doctor or call Scott & White today at 
888-724-8649.

Visit sw.org to learn more about robot-assisted surgery and
read the rest of Donald’s amazing story. 

Scott & White has been recognized by Thomson Reuters as a “100 Top Hospital”.
©2008 Scott & White. All rights reserved.
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Lowest price of the SEASON!
DIRECTV’s

Packages start at: 130+ HD Channels
††

$2999
mo.

$0
Add HD Access only:

Start-up costs

No equipment 
to buy!

FAMILY™ Package FREE Installation
Number of HD Channels varies by package. In up to 4 rooms

mo.
$999

Models may vary.  After instant rebate w/activation of 
CHOICE XTRA™  package and above . Programming, DVR, 

and/or HD access fee commitments required.

$199 
Value

FREE HD DVR
**

Switching is easy!

*Price includes an $18 bill credit for 12 months after rebate, plus an additional $5 bill credit for 12 months when you enroll in AUTO BILL pay program. Valid email address required.

FOR 3 MONTHS

LOCALS 
INCLUDED

†

FREE
With CHOICE XTRA™ package and above

ALL-DIGITAL 
CHANNELS

265+
With PREMIER™ package

28 PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS!

$23per 
mo.*

NOW!SAVE UP TO

FOR 12 MONTHS

Bonus Offer!
WHEN 

YOU 
CALL 
NOW

DIRECTSTARTV – An Authorized DIRECTV Dealer

1-866-676-0336
Offers end 3/3/09 and are based on approved credit; credit card required. New customers only (lease required; must maintain programming, DVR service and HD Access fee). Lease fee $4.99/mo. for second and each additional receiver.
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Holiday Recipe Contest
S P O N S O R E D  B Y  P I O N E E R  B R A N D  

B Y  K E V I N  H A R G I S With $5,000 in prizes at stake, cooks from all over co-op
country baked, boiled and braised to create more than 300 recipes for Texas Co-op
Power ’s annual Holiday Recipe Contest, sponsored by Pioneer Brand products.

With so many home chefs incorporating clever combinations of Pioneer’s
gravies and dry mixes to make tantalizing-looking recipes, I found whittling
them down to the top few a daunting task. Texas boasts a lot of creative culinary
talent, and the entries reflected it.

I think you’ll be pleased with these winners, which cover appetizer, main dish,
side and dessert. The grand prizewinner is a familiar name, Donna Deteau, a
runner-up the past two years. Creativity runs deep in Deteau’s creations, and her
Kickin’ Christmas Confetti bars deliver a complex sweet with a bite.

This is my first year handling the contest, and I certainly had my work cut out
for me. But I also had a lot of help from my friends and co-workers here at Texas
Electric Cooperatives and Texas Co-op Power. Many thanks to those who cooked
and tasted and to former TCP Food Editor Shannon Oelrich, who offered me
invaluable advice. And thanks especially to C.H. Guenther & Son, Inc., the
Pioneer Brand manufacturer, for sponsoring the contest and to Guenther’s Julie
Lyssy and the food research staff, who helped choose the semifinalists.

That out-of-the-box thinking brought
her the grand prize: $3,000.

“Boy, howdy, man oh man, I am just
so excited!” she exclaimed. “This is my
biggest win so far.”

KICKIN’ CHRISTMAS CONFETTI
1 1/2 cups plus 2 tablespoons Pioneer 

Buttermilk Biscuit and Baking Mix, 
divided

 3/4 cup oatmeal
1 cup dry roasted pistachios, chopped, 

divided
 1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons butter
1 1/2 cups light brown sugar, divided

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons light corn 
syrup, divided

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract, divided
3 beaten eggs
1 packed cup flaked coconut
1 cup sweetened dried cranberries, 

chopped, divided
1 cup powdered sugar

Juice and zest of 1 lime
2 squares vanilla almond bark

1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In medium
mixing bowl, stir together 1 1/2 cups
Pioneer mix, oatmeal and 2/3 cup
chopped pistachios. In small saucepan,
bring 1/2 cup butter, 1 cup brown sugar
and 2 tablespoons corn syrup to boil
over medium-high heat. Remove from
heat and add 1/2 teaspoon vanilla. Pour
over dry ingredients and stir until every-
thing is moist. With fingers, press into
bottom of a 9x9-inch pan. Bake for 
7 minutes, then remove from oven.

While first layer is baking, mix in
same bowl eggs, 1/2 cup brown sugar and
1/2 cup corn syrup. Beat well for 1 minute.
Add 2 tablespoons butter, 2 tablespoons
Pioneer mix, coconut, 2/3 cup cranberries
and 1 teaspoon vanilla and mix well.
Pour over hot, baked layer, return to
oven and cook 30 minutes. When cool,
cover with glaze made by mixing pow-
dered sugar, lime juice and lime zest.
Meanwhile, melt bark according to pack-
age directions and mix with cayenne.
Drizzle over top of glaze, then, before it
sets, sprinkle remaining pistachios and
cranberries over top. Cut into 16 bars.

Serving size: 1 bar. Per serving: 395 calories, 
4.8 g protein, 14.4 g fat, 62.8 g carbohydrates, 
2.4 g fiber, 259 mg sodium, 58 mg cholesterol

$3,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER:
Donna Deteau
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative

Donna, who lives in the small town of
Paige, 15 miles northeast of Bastrop, is a
woman of many hats. She works with
the Children’s Advocacy Center in
Bastrop and has sidelines catering and
remodeling. She also keeps her willing
cadre of taste testers busy trying new
culinary creations. They must have finely
honed taste buds. In 2006, her recipe for
Chipotle Bean Burrito Cheese Tarts was
a runner-up in the Holiday Recipe
Contest, and last year, her Double Corn
Casserole also brought her runner-up
honors. Her breakthrough dish, Kickin’
Christmas Confetti, was named by one of
her testers.

The inspiration came from a pecan
pie recipe, which through trial and
error she turned into something quite
different.

“I think I only did four versions of
that,” she joked of her process of testing
and revising.

She said it was a last-minute decision
to add cayenne to the glaze, giving her
bars the “kick” that several of our testers
remarked upon. “I like to experiment
with different flavors. When it comes to
cooking, I think outside the box,” she
said.

H O M E  C O O K I N G
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$500 RUNNER-UP: Martha Polasek
Wharton County Electric
Cooperative
Martha and her husband have lived in
Clemville, west of Bay City, for seven
years, having moved there from Bra-
zoria. She tried this recipe long ago and
liked it.

“I never thought I would win,” she
said. But she did with these cheesy
quiche-like creations.

SHRIMP PETITES
2 cups plus 2 tablespoons Pioneer 

Buttermilk Biscuit and Baking Mix, 
divided

2/3 cup milk
1/2 pound cooked shrimp
4 slices bacon, cooked crisp
2 slices Swiss cheese (about 2 ounces)
2 eggs

2/3 cup evaporated milk
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce (or more to 

taste)
1/4 teaspoon salt

Dash pepper
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine 2
cups Pioneer mix and 2/3 cup milk. Form
into ball and knead on floured surface
until smooth. Dough will be sticky, so use
plenty of flour as you roll out thin and cut
into 24 rounds using 2 1/2-inch biscuit cut-
ter. Place each round in greased cup of
muffin tin and mold to fit bottom and
sides. Or, if desired, use a miniature muf-
fin pan and instead of rolling out dough,
make small (1-inch) dough balls and press
into cups. Set aside.

Shell and devein shrimp, then chop,
leaving small shrimp intact. Divide
shrimp evenly among muffin cups.

Crumble bacon and divide evenly over top
of shrimp. Chop cheese finely and sprin-
kle over top of bacon. Mix eggs, evapo-
rated milk, 2 tablespoons Pioneer mix,
Tabasco, salt and pepper and pour even
amount into each cup. Bake 20 to 25
minutes or until cheese begins to brown.

Serving size: 1 piece. Per serving: 112 calories, 
5.8 g protein, 4 g fat, 13.2 g carbohydrates, 1.3 g fiber,
279 mg sodium, 38 mg cholesterol

$500 RUNNER-UP: Mary Lawhon
Heart of Texas Electric Cooperative
A productive fig tree at the Cameron
home of Mary and John Thomas Lawhon
was the inspiration for these easy-to-
make, luscious bars. “When our fig tree
produced more fruit than I could possi-
bly eat fresh, I had to come up with a
recipe my husband would like,” she said.
Her final creation, with oatmeal adding
body and lemon tempering the figs’
sweetness, makes a moist, tender treat.

TOM’S FIG BARS
1/3 cup shortening

3/4 cup brown sugar
1 egg
1 cup quick oats
1 cup Pioneer Biscuit and Baking Mix

Zest from 1 lemon (about 
2 teaspoons)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Cream
shortening and sugar. Add egg and beat
until fluffy. Add oats, baking mix and
zest from lemon. Divide in half and
press half into 8-inch square baking dish
that has been prepared with cooking
spray and pat lightly. Pour filling over
dough, then top with remaining batter.
Bake 30 minutes.

F I L L I N G
3 cups fresh figs

Juice from 1 lemon (about 2 table-
spoons)

1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup chopped pecans

1 teaspoon vanilla
In medium saucepan, combine figs,
lemon juice, sugar and 1/4 cup water.
Cook over medium heat, stirring con-
stantly, until thickened. Remove from
heat and stir in pecans and vanilla.

Serving size: 1 bar. Per serving: 198 calories, 
2.3 g protein, 8.1 g fat, 29.3 g carbohydrates, 
1.3 g fiber, 139 mg sodium, 15 mg cholesterol

$500 RUNNER-UP: Sandra Metoyer
Bryan Texas Utilities
Sandra’s recipe evolved from her ver-
sion of chicken pot pie and added a
Texas twang with beef, corn and black
beans. “I think marinating the beef in
the gravy and wine and using the
Pioneer gravy as the roux for the filling
makes the taste truly special and deli-
cious,” she said.

TEXAS COWBOY PIE
1 pound beef sirloin tips

2 packages Pioneer Brown Gravy Mix, 
divided

 1/3 cup red wine
1 medium green pepper, coarsely diced
1 medium yellow onion, coarsely diced

 1/3 cup butter
 2/3 cup milk

1 can (11 ounces) corn kernels, rinsed 
and drained

1 can (11 ounces) black beans, rinsed 
and drained

1 package Pioneer Yellow Cornbread 
Mix

1 egg
 3/4 cup milk

Slice beef thinly. Dissolve one package
Pioneer gravy mix in wine. Add beef to
mixture and marinate overnight in
refrigerator. Preheat oven to 400
degrees. Spray large, deep skillet with
nonstick spray and heat on high.
Remove meat and pour remaining mari-
nade into measuring cup. Add enough
water to equal 1 1/2 cups liquid. Brown
steak for 3 minutes on each side in hot
skillet, remove and set aside. When
cooled, cut into bite-sized pieces. Use

H O M E  C O O K I N G
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...makes holidays bright.

DOES HOLIDAY 
PLANNING 
DRIVE YOU NUTS?
Think pecans. Share these sweet 
and tangy treats with your friends
and neighbors or put a dish of them
out at a holiday party. The gift will 
be appreciated!

ORANGE-GLAZED PECANS
4 cups (about a pound) 

pecan halves
1/2 cup frozen orange juice 

concentrate, undiluted
11/2 cups sugar
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon

Allow orange juice concentrate to thaw.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Bake pecans
in a shallow pan, stirring occasionally, 10
to 15 minutes, until well toasted. Bring
juice concentrate, sugar and cinnamon 
to a boil in a large, heavy saucepan. Boil,
stirring constantly, about 1 minute. Re-
move from heat and stir in pecans.

Drop pecans a half-inch apart onto 
an aluminum foil-lined baking sheet. 
Let stand until firm.

DID YOU KNOW?

Pecans passed NASA’s stringent
standards for nutrition per weight
and accompanied astronauts on the

Apollo 13 and 14 moon missions.

for more texas pecan recipes, please
visit our website: texaspecans.org

remaining beef fat to brown green pep-
per and onion in same skillet. Add 1/2

cup water and cook on medium heat
until peppers and onions are soft. Add
butter and reduce heat to low. When
butter melts, stir in second package of
gravy mix. Gradually add reserved mari-
nade and milk, cooking and stirring
until thick and bubbly. Remove from
heat and add beef, corn and black beans;
mix well. Spoon into 8x8x2-inch casserole
dish. Combine cornbread mix, egg and
milk and pour over beef mixture. Bake 35
to 45 minutes or until crust is golden
brown. Remove from oven and allow to
stand for 15 minutes before serving.

Serving size: 1 cup. Per serving: 433 calories, 
27 g protein, 20.2 g fat, 27.6 g carbohydrates, 
4 g fiber, 715 mg sodium, 134 mg cholesterol

$500 RUNNER-UP: 
Debra Harris Johnson
Jasper-Newton Electric Cooperative
Debra and her husband, Richard, have
been Jasper-Newton Electric members
for more than 30 years.

Debra is an avid cook, combining
Cajun creole from her Louisiana heritage
with country dishes. She says cooking is
almost a spiritual calling for her.

CAJUN CORNBREAD CASSEROLE
2 packages Pioneer Yellow Cornbread 

Mix (plus ingredients as directed on 
package)

 1/2 cup butter
1/2 cup onion, chopped
1/2 cup celery, chopped

 1/2 cup bell pepper, chopped
1 package (1 pound) frozen crawfish 

tails or 1 pound shrimp, cooked, 
peeled and deveined

1/2 cup milk
1 can (11 ounces) cream-style corn

2 eggs
1 jar pimientos
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded

Bake cornbread as directed. Allow to cool,
then crumble into large mixing bowl. Melt
butter in large sauce pan. Add onion, cel-
ery and bell pepper and sauté until clear.
Add crawfish tails or shrimp and cook for
about 5 minutes, stirring often. Add milk
and cream-style corn and stir until mix-
ture is blended. Add to cornbread along
with eggs, pimientos and cheese. Mix well
and season with salt and pepper to taste.
Transfer to baking dish and bake at 350
degrees for 45 minutes.

Serving size: 1 cup. Per serving: 208 calories, 
11.8 g protein, 12 g fat, 12 g carbohydrates, 1.2 g fiber,
268 mg sodium, 12 mg cholesterol

H O M E  C O O K I N G

R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

April’s recipe contest topic is SMALL BITES.Whether you call it tapas, botanas or
just plain finger food, good appetizers pack big flavor in small portions. Share
some of your favorites. The deadline is December 10. 

Send recipes to Home Cooking, 2550 S. IH-35, Austin, TX 78704. You may also fax them to (512)
486-6254, e-mail them to recipes@texas-ec.org, or submit online at www.texascooppower.com.
Please include your name, address and phone number, as well as the name of your electric co-op. 
The top winner will receive a copy of 60 Years of Home Cooking and a Texas-shaped trivet. Runners-
up will also receive a prize. 



Lots of pressure      Little pressure

A Sleep Number bed 
takes the pressure off.

Conventional coil mattresses 
create uncomfor table pressure 

points, inter rupting sleep.

“ 

We have had the Sleep Number bed for a few years now and can say it is the 

very best investment we have ever made. Back pain was a fact of life for me for years. 

After sleeping on the Sleep Number bed, I have improved signifi cantly. It is amazing 

to go to bed in pain and wake up refreshed and pain free.”Janet D., Mt. Vernon, WA
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Call 1-800-831-1211
ext. 37801 

‡Restrictions apply.

� YES!  Please send me a FREE
Brochure, DVD and Pricing.

� Limited-Time Bonus!   $50 Thank You Gift Card!‡

Name_________________________________________________________________
(Please print)

Address_______________________________________________________________

City_________________________________  State______________  Zip___________

Daytime Phone________________________   Email___________________________

Mail to: Select Comfort, 9800 59th Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55442-9971

 1-800-831-1211 ext. 37801

Are You Frustrated by the 
Quality of Your Sleep?
Do you toss and turn at night? 
Can’t seem to fi nd a comfortable 
position? Does your back ache 
when you awake? These are signs 
that your mattress may not 
be supporting you properly, 
robbing you of the sleep you 
need. SUFFER NO MORE!

You Customize 
the Firmness
The Sleep Number Bed by 
Select ComfortTM is unlike 
any other. It’s the bed you 
adjust to your exact comfort 
and fi rmness preference, your 
SLEEP NUMBER® setting. Our 
easy-to-use handheld remote and advanced air-chamber 
technology allow you to quickly adjust the fi rmness from 
extra fi rm to feather soft at the touch of a button.

Each Side of the Bed 
Adjusts Independently
Best of all, each side of the Sleep Number® bed 
adjusts independently, making it the perfect 
bed for couples.

Get Relief from Back Pain

It’s the bed clinically proven to relieve back pain and improve 
sleep quality. Clinical studies show an amazing 93% of 
participants reported back-pain relief while 90% said other 
aches and pains were reduced.*

The Sleep Number® Bed 
Makes Innersprings Obsolete
A traditional innerspring mattress 
offers only hard metal coils for support. 
By contrast, the Sleep Number®  bed’s 
revolutionary design features air-chamber 
technology that adjusts to your ideal 
level of fi rmness and support.

TRY IT FOR 30 NIGHTS, RISK FREE!†

We’re so sure you’ll sleep better, you can take up to one month to 

decide, or your money back!† You’ve got to sleep on it to believe it.

Receive a Special Thank You Gift!
For a limited time, inquire about our revolutionary bed and we’ll 

send you a special $50 Gift Card to use toward the purchase of any 

Sleep Number® bed or accessory item of $100 or more.‡

Take Control Of Your SleepSM

*Descriptions of clinical studies conducted on the Sleep Number® bed 
are available at 1-800-831-1211. †Excludes return shipping fee. No 
returns or exchanges on the Precision Comfort® Adjustable Foundation, 
Sleep Number SofaBed™ system, Comfort ServiceSM Home Delivery 
and Setup fees, closeout or demo bed models. ‡Restrictions apply. See 
card for details and expiration date.
©2008 Select Comfort
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LONESTARMARKET
v TOWN&COUNTRY

Efficient  Attractive  Farm-Style  House Plans 

1-512-293-0356 

  New Home 
  Guest House 
  Studio 
  Office 

TexasFarmHomePlans.Com 

STRONG AFFORDABLE EASY TO BUILD 
 

Bolt-together red iron, impact resistant steel roof 
and siding. Resists mold, termites and fire.  

kodiaksteelhomes.com 
800-278-0888 

WATER 
PROBLEMS ??

NO MORE
IRON!
�

NO MORE
HARDNESS!

NO MORE
SULFUR!

�
NO MORE

BACTERIA!
PROBLEMS SOLVED WITH

�NO SALT & NO CHEMICALS
FREE BROCHURE~1-800-392-8882

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
www.waterproblems.net

30X50X10 SPECIAL
Galvalume. Material, Delivery, and const.

Factory trusses and screws.

TOLL FREE 1-866-456-0959

MID – AMERICA
POLE BARN COMPANY

Attractive and Affordable
greenhouses

• FREE delivery on 
all greenhouses!

Large variety of sizes
and styles.

Full-length hanging
rods and built-in
bench frames. 

FREE sample and
catalog, call...

1-800-825-1925

Greenhouse
Catalog

The

www.greenhousecatalog.com/tx

3740 TX Brooklake Rd NE
Salem, OR 97303

NEED LAND CLEARED? 
Underbrush and up to 6" dia. trees 
reduced to mulch. Leaves no unsightly
piles, and mulch helps lessen erosion.
Roads-Ponds-Culverts-Site Work-Dozers-Backhoes
Visit our website for more info, or call for a Free Quote!
979-830-5440 www.dirtworksoftexas.com

512-422-7950 • www.brushshark.com

BRUSH SHARK
Skid Steer mounted shear.
1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, 
mesquite.

HIGH RATES
on Bank CDs
TEXAS TOLL-FREE 
1-800-359-4940
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

Signal Securities, Inc.
5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

“Serving Customers All Over Texas”

All CDs are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FDIC. All
CDs are subject to availability. Securities offered through Signal
Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 700 Throckmorton, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76102 (817)877-4256.

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINER SALES
SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

Dept. 8386 • 125 Rhoades Lane
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 8386 • www.4wc.com/ 8386

2 SEAT BIKE
DRIVES LIKE A CAR

• Easy to Pedal
• Multi-Speed
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters
• Optional Electric Motor FREE BROCHURE

Instant Quotes Online  www.wdmb.com

W.D. Metal Buildings

Mineral Wells, Texas
Independent Living  . . . . .$800
Assisted Living  . . . . . . .$1,650

Amenities:
• Errand Service • VA & CBA Assistance
• All Utilities • 3 Meals Daily
• Home Style Cooking • Free Telephone
• Medication Management • Basic Cable

PRIVATE ROOM

1-800-637-6078
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On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

SPECIAL: 30 x50 x 10
INCLUDES ALL MATERIAL, CONSTRUCTION, DELIVERY

1-877-710-7297 8:00 to 5:00 Mon.–Fri.

CJ’S BARN BUILDERS

Galvalume metal put on with screws•One pre-hung door
One 10' or 12' sliding door •6 skylights, factory trusses

One-year warranty on labor and materials
Colors and other sizes available •Call us for a brochure1-866-377-2289

Selling for Less at ESS for over 20 years!

U S E D  C O N TA I N E R S

Equipment
Storage
Service

Stilwell Construction
BARNS, SHOPS, GARAGES, SHEDS, STALLS, ETC.

1-866-211-8902
www.stilwell-const.com

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery.
Free Color Catalog. Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks,
Bantams, Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, Waterfowl.
Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, Equipment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280 (24 Hours A Day)
Murray McMurray Hatchery

C 122, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

Full Service Post-Frame Design & Construction Since 1992

No Money Down Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FAX: 1-866-582-1400

E-mail: sales@nationalbarn.com

Serving 27 States and Over 10,000 Customers

1-800-582-BARN(2276)

8,806
12,565

8,966
44,986

4,740

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

P O ST  F R A M E
B U I L D I N G
S P E C I A L I ST
877-301-3807
gotbarns.com

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings

Ideal For:
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile

Call Toll Free 
Today for a

FREE!
INFORMATION PACKAGE

Our building consultants are ready to take your call1-800-668-5111 Ask 
for 
ext. 
91

• 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish
• Fully customized to meet your needs
• Factory-direct savings

30’ x 40’ x 10’  ........... $7,895

40’ x 60’ x 12’ ............ $13,987

60’ x 100’ x 14’ .......... $31,984

We are committed to providing the 
finest-quality steel buildings at the 

lowest possible price. 
Call for a FREE quote today!

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 4 3 . 5 5 5 5
www.heritagebuildings.com
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Now VA Approved

We can beat any pricing.  
Don't buy until you see our tub in person.

Bathe Safely & 
Independently

w w w . b e s t b u y w a l k i n t u b s . c o m

Showroom located at 
4053 Acton Hwy in Granbury, TX

… or we will come to you!  member Better Business Bureau

8 8 8 - 8 2 5 - 2 3 6 2

  There are 
many reasons
   to  own land.

But we can only
think of one.

OIL AND GAS
VALUES ARE

FALLING FAST!
We pay top dollar for 

your minerals, royalties 

and other interests. 

We do all the paperwork

quickly so you can get your

money fast and easy!

Contact Mark Beatty

(817) 237-5440
E M A I L

info@cobrapetroleum.com

W E B S I T E
www.cobrapetroleum.com

Price includes material delivery, construction, 
1 pre-hung door, 1 sliding door, factory trusses 
that meet the new 90+ mph wind load require-
ment, 6 skylights and warranty on labor and 
materials.

Ask for our brochure. Prices may be higher 
south of College Station & west of Abilene.

30x50x10
GALVANIZED ENCLOSED

$6,29500

40x60x12
WITH 15X60 SHED

GALVANIZED

$11,79500

COLOR
AND OTHER SIZES 

AVAILABLE 

8:00 to 5:00 Mon. to Fri.
8:00 to 12:00 Sat. CST

1-800-766-5793
www.bcibarns.com

e-mail: barn@azalea.net

rrs TM

BARN BUILDERS

$8,45000 $14,51500
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Toll Free 1-888-320-7466

F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com
W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design.

Farm•Industrial •Commercial

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

(Local codes may affect prices)

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$42,955 

25 YEAR COLOR WARRANTY

30’ x 50’ x 10’............$9,948

40’ x 60’ x 12’............$13,960

60’ x 100’ x 12’..........$28,437

80’ x 100’ x 14’..........$39,690

100’ x 150’ x 14’........$77,548

Based In 
Texas

Don’t delay – these historic coins WILL NEVER BE MINTED AGAIN!
To order, please mail coupon or visit us at LittletonCoin.com/specials

Each special quarter is minted for only 
10 weeks, then never again! With the last 
5 Statehood quarters released this year,
collectors are snapping up the earlier issues of
1999-2008 in preferred Uncirculated condition!
Act now to get a prized complete Uncirculated
set of all 50 Statehood quarters issued since
1999 – before it’s too late – for the special low
price of ONLY $19.95, plus FREE Shipping!

You’ll SAVE 71% off the regular price, and 
get an Uncirculated 5-coin set of 2004-2006
Westward Journey nickels absolutely FREE!

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from
our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval
Service, from which you may purchase any 
or none of the coins – return balance in 15
days – with option to cancel at any time.

Uncirculated 5-Coin Set of
Westward Journey Nickels
minted from 2004-2006 – 
five different nickel designs!

Card No. Exp. Date_____/_____

Please send me the Complete Uncirculated
Set of 1999-2008 Statehood Quarters, for

ONLY $19.95 – regularly $69.00, plus Free Shipping (limit
5 sets). Also send my FREE Westward Journey Nickel Set
(one set per customer, please).

Name_________________________________________

Address________________________________________

City_____________________State_____ Zip __________

E-Mail_________________________________________

�YES!�

Please print your complete name and address clearly

Special Offer for New Customers Only

Please send coupon to:

� Check payable to Littleton Coin Co.  
Charge my: � VISA � MasterCard   
� American Express � Discover Network     

Dept. 9DA404
1309 Mt. Eustis Road
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, December 31, 2008

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

©
20

08
 L

CC
, L

LC

FREEGift!
when you order by deadline

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

How Many Sets (limit 5):   _________

Total Cost @ $19.95 per set: $________

Add a Custom Statehood 
Display Folder and SAVE over 

10% at $3.50 each (limit 5): $________

Shipping & Handling: $________

Total Amount: $________

FREE!

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

SAVE 71%

Statehood Quarters are now in the

Final Year of Issue! 
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SII STEELMAN
INDUSTRIES, INC.

1-800-337-5827 • www.capacitorconverters.com

PHASE CONVERTER
ROTARY OR STATIC

• Convert Single Phase to Three Phase
• Top Grade “High Voltage” Capacitors
• Rotary for Multi-Motor Applications



Give Santa a great landing spot for years to come, with 
a beautiful new metal roof from Mueller. These roofs

offer the perfect combination of style and durability, 
with their 26 gauge "hoof" resistant panels. This year, don’t 
let Santa pass you by - bring Mueller home for the holidays.

877-2-MUELLER (877-268-3553)

www.MuellerInc.com

CALL NOW FOR A FREE BROCHURE!

SURPRISE SANTA THIS YEAR
W I T H  A  N E W  

Metal Roof from Mueller.



F O C U S  O N  T E X A S

COSTUMES

We sifted through the many photos of ghouls, ghosts,

goblins and fairies to find you these four equally

deserving entries. It was nearly impossible to choose,

but in the end we decided to bring you a bit of diver-

sity, including costumes for Halloween, Christmas

and performance. —ASHLEY CLARY

Upcoming in Focus on Texas

ISSUE SUBJECT DEADLINE

Feb Silly Poses Dec 10

Mar Caught in the Act Jan 10

Apr Bridges Feb 10

May At the (Texas) Beach Mar 10

June Stained Glass Windows Apr 10

July Vacation Photos May 10

SILLY POSES is the topic for our FEBRUARY 2009
issue. Send your photo—along with your name, address,
daytime phone, co-op affiliation and a brief descrip-
tion—to Silly Poses, Focus on Texas, 2550 S. IH-35,
Austin, TX 78704, before December 10. A stamped, self-
addressed envelope must be included if you want your
entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not
submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or
duplicate. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be
responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not
received by the deadline. Please note that we cannot pro-
vide individual critiques of submitted photos. If you use a
digital camera, e-mail your highest-resolution images to
focus@texas-ec.org, or submit them on our website at
www.texascooppower.com.

7 Every time we looked at this

photo, it cried: “Pick me! Pick

me!” Grayson-Collin Electric

Cooperative members Pat and

Debby Crowder showed off their

impeccable representations of the

world’s favorite cartoon ogres,

Shrek and Princess Fiona, at a

Halloween party in Collinsville. 

1 United Cooperative Services

member Karen Charles snapped

this photo of her husband, Mike,

dressed as an 1880s Father Christ -

mas riding aboard a stagecoach

to greet the good children in the

Old West town of Buck Creek. 

5 The young dance members of Ballet Folklórico Los Altos de Jalisco

of Bryan pose happily in full dress with their trophies, won at a compe-

tition in Bastrop. The agency is a member of Bryan Texas Utilities. 

3 Sometimes pumpkin patches

hold a cute, sleepy little surprise!

Daniel and Sheri Clifton dressed

their then 4-week-old son Luke

for the annual tradition of pump-

kin-picking at their nearby

church in Cedar Park. “He slept

during the entire outing,” Daniel

said. They are members of

Pedernales Electric Cooperative. 
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D E C E M B E R
01 CARTHAGE

Christmas Parade, 
(903) 693-6634

04 BRYAN
Celtic Christmas Cooking
Class, (979) 778 9463,
www.messinahof.com

HENDERSON
Christmas Parade, 
(903) 657-5528,
www.hendersontx.com

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS
04 SHINER

Christmas in the Park,
(361) 594-4180,
www.shinertx.com

LEVELLAND [4, 11]

Christmas on the Square,
(806) 894-3157

PARIS [4–7, 11–14]

Holiday in Paris, 
(903) 784-2501,
www.paristexas.com

05 AMARILLO
Electric Light Parade,
(806) 372-6744

BURNET [5–7, 12–14]

Main Street Bethlehem,
(512) 756-4481,
www.fbcburnet.org

CLIFTON [5–7]

Christmas at the
Conservatory, 
(254) 675-3724,
www.bosqueconservatory
.com

LEDBETTER [5–6, 12–13,

19–20] Christmas Lane of
Lights, (979) 412-4167

06 PALESTINE
Christmas Parade of
Lights, (903) 723-3014

PILOT POINT
Christmas on the Square,
(940) 391-1438

ROUND TOP
Tour of Homes & Historic
Places, (979) 249-4042,
www.roundtop.org

STRATFORD
Pheasant Hunters
Breakfast, (806) 396-2631

BUDA [6–7]

Budafest, (512) 268-7862,
www.budafest.org

07 FREDERICKSBURG
Pearl Harbor Day
Anniversary, 
(830) 992-2785,
www.nimitz-museum.org

KINGSLAND
Christmas in the Hill
Country Home Tour, 
(325) 388-4923

05 SANTA ANNA [5–6]

2 Nights of Christmas 
in a Small Town, 
(325) 348-3134

SONORA
More the Merrier
Christmas Bazaar, 
(325) 387-2880,
www.sonoratxchamber
.com

06 ELGIN
Holiday by the Tracks,
(512) 281-5724, ext. 27,
www.elgintx.com

GOLDTHWAITE
Parade of Lights Craft
Festival, (325) 648-3619,
www.goldthwaite.biz

GRUENE
Town Lighting, 
(830) 629-5077

HICO
Christmas Market, 
1-800-361-4426

HUNTSVILLE
Sunmart Endurance Run,
(936) 295-5644

ROUND TOP
Tour of Homes & Historic Places 6

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 8 0 - 7 3 2 2
www.visitseguin.com

A Little Bit Of 
Everything Good
For The Holidays.

Here’s why even famous folks 
drop by Seguin during December.

1-31 Multi-Cultural Christmas Exhibit
4-5 Holiday Stroll in Central Park
5-7 Christmas Vespers Service
6 Pony Express Arrival
6-7 Heritage Tour of Homes
7 Yulefest Arts & Crafts Sale

Mid Texas Symphony Concert
12-13 Christmas Under the Stars
14 Las Posadas
20-21 Country Christmas

D E C E M B E R

Denton’s 
smokin’ history.

DENTON FIREFIGHTER MUSEUM
940349-8840 

Free Admission



Full Color, Hardbound, More Than 600 Recipes
From 60 Years of Texas Co-op Power

Six Decades of Texas’ Favorite 
Foods, Fads & Facts

Six Decades of Texas’ Favorite 
Foods, Fads & Facts

Get yours today at www.texascooppower.com
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07 WINDTHORST
Homemade German
Sausage Meal, 
(940) 423-6444

11 GAINESVILLE [11–13]

Victorian Stroll Weekend,
(940) 668-4531

12 LOCKHART
Lunch at the Library, 
(512) 398-3223

13 TAFT
Calixto Garcia Christmas
Festival & Parade, 
(361) 528-3230

WINCHESTER
Christmas Home Tour,
(979) 242-5646

WINEDALE
Christmas at Winedale,
(979) 278-3530

21 JOHNSON CITY
Christmas Lights 
at the LBJ Ranch, 
(830) 868-7128

12 COMANCHE [12–14] 

Cora’s Christmas, 
(325) 356-3233

KERRVILLE [12–14]

Hill Country Dog Show,
(830) 792-4728

13 CANYON LAKE
Parade of Lights on
Canyon Lake, 
(210) 344-1081

CARTHAGE
Breakfast with Santa,
(903) 693-3461

CHAPPELL HILL
Holiday Home Tour &
Teddy Bear Parade, 
(979) 836-6033,
www.chappellhillmuseum
.org

COLDSPRING
Christmas on the Square
& Evening Parade, 
(936) 653-2184

FRISCO
Holidays in Oldtown, 
(972) 292-5657,
www.friscoheritage.org

Events are listed according
to space available; see the
full listing at www.texas
cooppower.com.

Event information can be mailed 
to Around Texas, 2550 S. IH-35,
Austin, TX 78704, faxed to 
(512) 486-6254, e-mailed to
aroundtx@texas-ec.org, or 
submitted on our website at
www.texascooppower.com.
Please submit events for 
February by December 10. 

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS
22 CONROE

Outlets at Conroe Tree
Lighting, (936) 567-0904

31 ROUND TOP
New Year’s Eve Gala,
(979) 249-3129,
www.roundtop.org

J A N U A R Y
09 STEPHENVILLE

[9–11, 23–25] Chicken
House Flea Market, 
(254) 592-6674

11

13

CHAPPELL HILL
Teddy Bear Parade

GAINESVILLE
Victorian Stroll
Weekend

United-Bilt Homes builds every home 

from scratch using the finest materials and

craftsmanship. Choose from our wide selection 

of original home plans or supply your own. 

ZERO down 100% financing 
no payments for six months

homemade

Tour our model homes today!
Austin, Beaumont, Dallas, Houston, 

Sherman and Texarkana

  ubh.com    800.756.2506    *WAC     

PERFECT

GIFT
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS

PERFECT

GIFT
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS



3 8 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 8 M A P  I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  G I L  A D A M S

chicken-fried steak that I cut with my
fork. I also recommend Greek Bros.’s
sautéed shrimp kicked up a notch with
cayenne pepper. 
El Campo Chamber of Commerce, (979) 543-

2713, www.elcampochamber.com

El Campo Museum of Natural History, (979)

543-6885, www.elcampomuseum.com

WHARTON
Ever wanted to sleep inside a teepee?

Well, you can at the Tee Pee
Motel and RV Park, which first
opened in 1942. The motel’s 10
concrete and stucco teepees,
about 25 feet tall, feature the
comforts of a regular hotel room,
including a microwave, refriger-
ator and three windows. 

Wharton, 14 miles northeast
of El Campo on U.S. Highway
59, also shows off its history in
murals and takes great pride in
its restored courthouse that
originally was built in 1889. 

I had great fun at the 20TH

CENTURY TECHNOLOGY MUSEUM, a
hands-on place where you can
play 1970s and ’80s video games
and see the evolution of a mind-
boggling number of devices and
appliances, from dishwashers to
telephones. 
Wharton Chamber of Commerce, (979)

532-1862, www.whartonchamber.com

Tee Pee Motel and RV Park, (979) 282-8474,

www.teepeemotel.net

20th Century Technology Museum, (979) 282-

8810, www.20thcenturytech.com

DANEVANG
Danevang—pronounced Dan-uh-vang
—is about 22 miles southwest of
Wharton and eight miles southeast of
El Campo on State Highway 71. Named
the Danish Capital of Texas by the state
Legislature, this tiny farming commu-
nity showcases its history in the DANISH

HERITAGE MUSEUM. Danevang, which
means Danish field, was established in
1894 as the first successful Danish com-
munity in Texas.
Danish Heritage Museum, (979) 578-0808

Camille Wheeler is the staff writer for
Texas Co-op Power.

Prairie grass once grew as tall as a
horse’s belly on the Coastal Plains where
land—and history—mean everything.

More than a century ago, this land
meant survival for the Karankawas and
Tonkawas and the early settlers who
joined colonist Stephen F. Austin. It
sustained cowboys, cattle, crops and the
New York, Texas and Mexican Railroad.

I saw land and more land on a 75-
mile tour of Colorado and Wharton
counties that brought me face to
face with the Coastal Plains’ rich
history. I saw fields white with
cotton and cattle grazing grass-
lands. And in the tallest grass of
all, at the ATTWATER PRAIRIE

CHICKEN NATIONAL WILDLIFE

REFUGE that’s served by San
Bernard Electric Cooperative, I
learned about the plight of an
endangered bird on the brink of
extinction.

EAGLE LAKE
Known locally as the Goose
Hunting Capital of the World,
historic Eagle Lake is marked on
early Texas maps. The city,
which is bisected by U.S.
Highway 90A, preserves its his-
tory in the PRAIRIE EDGE MUSEUM

where what at the time might
have been the longest alligator
ever measured in Texas—a 13-foot, 8-
inch beauty—is on mounted display. It
was captured in the lake on the city’s
edge in 1990.

Seven miles northeast of Eagle Lake
on FM 3013, officials at the Attwater
refuge are trying to keep a tiny popula-
tion of birds alive. In 1890 there were 
1 million Attwater’s prairie chickens.
But as native grasslands disappeared,
so did the birds. The 2008 spring count
yielded 72 birds in the wild in Texas,
including 52 at the Attwater refuge.
Your best chance of seeing the reclusive
birds at the refuge is during the
Attwater’s Prairie Chicken Festival,
tentatively set for April 4-5.
Eagle Lake Chamber of Commerce, (979) 234-

2780, www.visiteaglelake.com

Attwater Prairie Chicken National Wildlife

Refuge, (979) 234-3021, www.fws.gov/

southwest/refuges/texas/attwater/index.html

EAGLE LAKE to
DANEVANG

From colonists to cowboys, the 

Coastal Plains sustains a rich history.

BY CAMILLE WHEELER

H I T  T H E  R O A D

EL CAMPO
From Eagle Lake, I drove scenic back
roads—FM 3013 south, Matthews Store
Road west, FM 102 south, FM 950 south-
west and State Highway 71 southeast—to
El Campo, headquarters for Wharton
County Electric Cooperative.

El Campo’s beginnings—depicted in
24 murals around town—date to 1882,
when a railroad camp called Prairie
Switch sat where the city now stands.
In 1890, Mexican cowboys renamed
the railroad camp El Campo.

A surprising find is the EL CAMPO

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, which fea-
tures big-game animals from around the
world mounted in life-size dioramas.

For good food, try the FIRE HOUSE

BAR AND GRILL, inside the city’s former
fire station built in 1925, and GREEK

BROS. OYSTER BAR AND SALOON. Fire
House serves up a tender ribeye



CapitalFarmCredit.com      877-944-5500

T E X A S ’  L A R G E S T  R U R A L  L E N D E R

F I N A N C I N G  F O R

Rural Land  Country Homes  Farms and Ranches  Livestock and Equipment  Operating Capital

When the country calls

We’re the answer.

No matter what you want to do, we can finance it. And Capital Farm Credit 
also shares its earnings — we’ve returned almost $200 million to our customers.

Buy a homesite.  
Build a house.  
Add more space. 




