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Y’all Come Back Now:
Tourist Towns That Treat
You Right 
By Melissa Gaskill

In a state as big and varied as
Texas, finding a weekend getaway
is as easy as opening the map.
Small and big towns offer reason-
able prices, friendly folks and
many one-of-a-kind attractions.
Here are five places that would
love to have you for a visit:
Bandera, Corpus Christi, Round
Top, Amarillo and Jefferson.

The Other Big Bend
By Dan Oko

Come explore the wild wonders 
of Texas’ largest state park.
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B L A M E  I T  O N  T H E  G R I M E
While some Texas electric cooperatives were dealing with
ice on their power lines during winter, others were coping
with pole fires that started during an ongoing drought.
The culprit? Believe it or not, it’s moist dust, or grime.

The problem stems from the lack of rain in many
areas, leaving dust to collect on lines and insulators,
explained Will Holford, manager of public affairs for
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative.

When moist, misty weather comes along—in lieu of
rain—the dirt isn’t washed away by rain but instead
becomes grime that sticks to poles and components.
“The grime causes the insulators to become less effec-
tive,” Holford said. “I’d venture to guess that nearly every
utility has this type of issue.”

We want to hear from our readers. Send
letters to: Editor, Texas Co-op Power, 1122
Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701,
e-mail us at letters@texas-ec.org, or sub-
mit online at www.texascooppower.com.
Please include the name of your town and
electric co-op. Letters may be edited for
clarity and length and are printed as space
allows. Read additional letters at www.texas
cooppower.com.

the poll tax was in use, certain
voters would appear and pay the
tax with silver dollars. And, they
were expected to vote as Jim
wanted them to. Thankfully, that
dark time in our history is over.  

BETTY A. MORRIS
Pedernales Electric Cooperative

Canyon Lake

‘NEAT LITTLE MAGAZINE’
What a neat little magazine you
have. A friend shared it with
me, and there are several arti-
cles that drew my interest. Even
at age 87, I still like to maintain
interest in current events. The
(February 2009) article on the
Kilgore Rangerettes was out-
standing. I believe my 13-year-
old great-granddaughter might
be interested. The “Baking Up 
a Breakfast” recipes were
great. How I wish I could try
those apple turnovers. Thank
you so much.

DORIS M. WALKER
Bedias

Correction: The children in the
1980 photo that accompanies
“Living in Feather Heaven”
(which appeared in some
February 2009 issues) are
Tommy Seely and Amy Seely
English. They are the grand-
children of Bill Carpenter, co-
founder of the now-defunct
Brownwood Feather Factory.

‘SILVER DOLLAR’ JIM
SERVES UP BIG TIP
In reference to the February
2009 article on “Silver Dollar
Jim” West Jr.:

My friend worked for Jim
West in the ’40s and says that
one night after a hard day’s
work at one of his ranches, the
crew of about eight, including
Jim, went to a restaurant for
dinner. They ordered the
works, and Jim kept giving the
waitress a hard time.

As they were finishing their
meal, Jim told one of the hands
to get a sack (of silver dollars)
from the truck. They each
formed a ring of silver dollars
on the rim of the dinner plate.
Then they went outside and
watched through the window.

The waitress looked all
over the table, and there was
no tip. You can imagine her
disgust. She started cleaning
the table. As she picked up the
first dinner plate, silver dollars
rolled away from it. On the
next plate were more silver
dollars. She was overjoyed
with her tip, and Jim West
laughed at the good joke.

CHARLES R. BROWN
Cedar Park

DOLLARS FOR VOTES?
One item you left out of your
article on “Silver Dollar Jim”
was his reported use of his sil-
ver dollars in elections. When

letters

Occupancy Sensors Make Sense
Install energy-saving occupancy sensors in bathrooms, utility
closets and other less-used spaces so lights will automatically
turn on and off in response to movement. Occupancy sensors,
which may also be suitable for spaces such as offices that are
not regularly staffed, can save energy wherever they are
installed: According to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, energy savings can range from 40 to 46 percent in
classrooms, 13 to 50 percent in private offices, 30 to 90 per-
cent in restrooms, 22 to 65 percent in conference rooms, 30
to 80 percent in corridors and 45 to 80 percent in storage areas. 

E N E R G Y  FAC T
The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that
two-thirds of all homes in the United States have
air conditioners, which consume about 5 percent
of all electricity generated in the U.S., at a cost of
more than $11 billion. 

If homeowners upgraded to more efficient air
conditioners in addition to running fans, caulking
and weatherstripping, and planting cover trees or
shrubs around their outdoor units, they could save

20 to 50 percent of that figure.
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A  PA R K  F O R
T H E  E O N S

Franklin Mountains State Park may 
be a long way the wrong way for many
Texans. But on the outskirts of El Paso,
it’s a great amenity for local residents
and visitors alike. At 24,247 acres, it’s
the largest urban park in the nation,
covering some 37 square miles within
the El Paso city limits. North Mount
Franklin reaches an elevation of 7,192
feet, more than 3,000 feet above the
city. One hiking trail is accessible off

Loop 375/ Trans-Mountain Road, and work is under way for a trail network that ultimately
will cover a 100-mile system. The park is virtually pristine—much like the way Native
Americans, Spanish conquistadors and other visitors have found the area for thousands of
years. Rangers conduct public tours the first and third weekends of the month by reserva-
tion only. For more information, call (915) 566-6441 or go to www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Texas Co-op Power (USPS 540-560) is pub-
lished monthly by Texas Electric Cooperatives
(TEC). Periodical Postage Paid at Austin, TX,
and at additional offices. TEC is the statewide
association representing 74 electric coopera-
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e-mail knorthcott@texas-ec.org.
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ual members of subscribing cooperatives. If you
are not a member of a subscribing cooperative,
you can purchase an annual subscription at the
nonmember rate of $7.50. Individual copies and
back issues are available for $3 each.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Texas
Co-op Power (USPS 540-560), 1122 Colorado
St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. Please
enclose label from this copy of Texas Co-op
Power showing old address and key numbers.

ADVERTISING: Advertisers interested in buying
display ad space in Texas Co-op Power and/or
in our 30 sister publications in other states,
contact Martin Bevins at (512) 486-6249.

Advertisements in Texas Co-op Power are paid
solicitations. The publisher neither endorses
nor guarantees in any manner any product or
company included in this publication. Product
satisfaction and delivery responsibility lie solely
with the advertiser. Direct questions or com-
ments about advertising to Martin
Bevins, Sales Director.

© Copyright 2009 Texas Electric Cooperatives,
Inc. Reproduction of this issue or any portion of
it is expressly prohibited without written per-
mission. Willie Wiredhand © Copyright 2009
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

After Gen. Antonio López de
Santa Anna and his troops
were decisively beaten at the
Battle of San Jacinto, leaving
Texians free to establish a
Republic, Santa Anna went to
U.S. President Andrew Jackson
and offered to sell his lost ter-
ritory at a discount. Jackson
declined the offer.

I HAVE NO RANCH

Have you ever wanted to hang
out where the artists and writers
go? RANCHO NO TENGO might be
right up your alley. Literally
translated as “I have no ranch,”
this compound near Lake
Buchanan was hand-built over
the past dozen years by musician
and artist Joe “King” Carrasco.
He conceived the place as a cre-
ative retreat. But he spends most
of his time now in Puerto Vallarta.
Rates for the basic but highly cre-
ative accommodations are $35 to

$40 a night or $500 to $600 a
month. For more information, 
e-mail sbrammer@austin.rr.com

Quick: Name the state flower of Texas. That’s right—the
bluebonnet. Now name the city that holds the OFFICIAL
BLUEBONNET FESTIVAL OF TEXAS each year.

Give up? It’s Chappell Hill, a quaint, historic town just
east of Brenham that finds itself surrounded by the ravish-
ing flowers each spring. This year’s festival, designated the
state’s official bluebonnet event by the Texas Legislature in
1997, is set for April 18-19.

Lavish fields of bluebonnets blanket the landscape just
outside Chappell Hill, where the festival features more
than 250 booths—including home décor, gardening, art
and crafts, jewelry, and clothing—and food and live enter-
tainment. Children’s attractions include a Ferris wheel,
train and pony rides, and a petting zoo.

Adopted as the state flower in 1901, the bluebonnet is 
so named because of its resemblance to a sunbonnet. Bluebonnets also have been called
buffalo clover, wolf flower and, in Spanish, el conejo, which means “the rabbit.”

For more information about the festival, call (979) 836-6033 or go to www.chappell
hillmuseum.org/festivals.htm. 

WHO KNEW?

I L L U S T R A T I O N S  B Y  J O H N  M A R G E S O N
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C
onsumers might just be getting
used to compact fluorescent
lamps (CFLs), but the lighting
industry is hard at work perfect-

ing the next greatest thing—lighting
composed of light-emitting diodes
(LEDs). Don’t worry about having to
throw out your CFLs any time soon,
however. There are still a lot of kinks to
work out before an entire home can be
illuminated cost-effectively with LEDs.

Within a decade, or perhaps sooner,
LEDs will be the predominant lighting
product. They are 50 to 60 percent
more energy efficient than incandes-
cent lighting and 25 to 30 percent
more energy efficient than CFLs. The
most efficient already operate 50,000
to 100,000 hours or 10 to 12 years
longer than CFL lighting, according to
the industry. The solid-state diodes are
already in use for landscaping, flash-
lights, holiday lights and traffic signals,
to name a few applications. 

Experts at the Cooperative Research
Network (CRN), a national co-op
organization testing LEDs, say that
electricity savings from computer-chip-
driven LEDs will be one of the most
important factors in reaching govern-

ment-mandated energy-efficiency stan-
dards by 2020. LEDs could account for
up to 30 percent of the savings.

In 2003, Austin replaced incandes-
cent bulbs with LED bulbs in all city
traffic signals. The city reports it has
reduced energy usage by 7.25 million
kilowatt-hours and saved the city $1.4
million on traffic signals. Houston is
doing the same and estimates the new
bulbs will eventually save taxpayers
$10,000 a day. Fast-food chains and
other businesses that stay open 18 to 24
hours a day are also reaping savings.
However, the high cost of LEDs for
home lighting that is used for only a
few hours a day would be hard to justify
as of yet.

A Boerne-based company, GreenStar,
is making street and commercial light-
ing with great promise. A new owner
moved administrative headquarters
from Mexico to the Hill Country, but
LEDs are still being manufactured
south of the border. Because the lighting
is already being distributed in countries
such as Mexico and Honduras, it is man-
ufactured to operate on various voltages
without changing the fixtures. Bandera
Electric Cooperative has purchased

GreenStar fixtures and is measuring
their efficiency.

LED claims are exciting, but the
nation’s cooperatives want to test them
independently. “We are fortunate that
through cooperation, the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association
can fund sophisticated, independent
research such as that done by CRN,”
said Mike Williams, president/CEO 
of Texas Electric Cooperatives, the
statewide association.

In late December, CRN hosted a
“webinar” for cooperative leaders inter-
ested in monitoring research on LEDs.
Cooperatives are looking first to use
LEDs to replace outdoor mercury
vapor, metal halide or low-pressure
sodium lighting. Those who fired up
their computers and dialed in to the
briefing learned that LEDs are still in
the experimental phase but are rapidly
improving. Martha J. Carney of Out-
sourced Innovations told those partici-
pating in the seminar that LEDs have
many advantages, come in a variety of
fixtures and are hard to damage. The
U.S. Department of Energy expects
LEDs to parallel CFLs in performance
within five years.

These are some of the other points
CRN emphasized in the web conference:
≠ LEDs perform well in frigid climates, but

research must be done in the desert.
≠ They operate cooler to the touch than

other forms of lighting.
≠ The quality of current products varies

widely, so don’t believe everything ven-
dors tell you. Many products on the
market today are not delivering as
promised.

≠ Light shifting or dimming can be a prob-
lem—for example, white light shifting
toward blue. Look at the variety of col-
ors in current LED auto headlights.

≠ The semiconductor chips in LEDs must
be protected from the fixture’s heat
source. Heat’s proximity to the chip
reduces efficiency.

≠ Retrofitting with LEDs is not as simple
as changing bulbs.

≠ It currently takes eight to 12 months for
LED chips to be manufactured.
The bottom line: Be encouraged but

cautious.

Kaye Northcott is editor of Texas Co-op
Power.

Texas Co-op Power will report peri-
odically on CRN product research. 

Energy-stingy LEDs pack a powerful punch. By Kaye Northcott

P O W E R  C O N N E C T I O N S

No Lightweight

P H O T O  B Y  R I C K  P A T R I C K
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DEPENDABLETHIS SPRING 
I WANT A 

TRIMMER THAT’S

Visit us online 
to shop our full line of 
trimmers & blowers!

STIHLdealers.comYard care solutions start at

HANDHELD BLOWERS 
STARTING AT

BG 55
$14999

GRASS TRIMMERS
STARTING AT

$14999FS 45

THIS SPRING, I’M GETTING A STIHL.

STIHL Trimmers: Easy to Start and Operate

The National Grass of Texas

w w w . T U R F F A L O . c o mw w w . T U R F F A L O . c o m
or 800-872-0522

Bred in Texas to to help save one of our most precious resources - water! Order from your 
nursery or direct from Turffalo online. Your lawn will be shipped to you in plugs that are 
easy to install at one per square foot. Then get ready for a green lawn - in sun or in shade!



Y’ALL COME BACK, NOW
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BANDERA

Fun in the saddle and off the trail

Any town that bills itself as the

Cowboy Capital of the World darn
well better have cowboys and horses
around, and Bandera doesn’t disap-
point. Pickups and folks in jeans and
muddy boots populate Main Street,
local restaurants serve steak and bar-
becue, and shops stock cowboy duds
and décor. Best of all, dude ranches
crowd the south side of town like
hungry livestock around a hay bale,
and would-be cowpokes can choose
from a variety of price ranges and
amenities.

My family once took a foreign
exchange student to Flying L Guest
Ranch for a real taste of the West, in
style. The villas, designed by an associ-
ate of Frank Lloyd Wright, feature sep-
arate living and sleeping quarters,
fireplaces and Western décor. Ranch
meals highlight Hill Country cuisine,
and creek-side barbecue dinners come
complete with sunsets and entertain-
ment such as singing and roping
demonstrations. Our horseback ride
along a pretty creek ended with rodeo
games that included retrieving rib-
bons from the horns of mighty quick
little goats. A swimming pool and
water park, petting zoo and 18-hole
golf course helped keep everyone busy.
The only amenities that aren’t

included in lodging are horseback rid-
ing, golf and lunch. 

The smaller, quieter Running-R
Ranch abuts the Hill Country State
Natural Area, 5,000 acres of rocky
hills, grassland, creeks and oak groves.
A former working ranch donated to
the state on the condition that it be left
as natural as possible, the park offers
some of the best hikes in the state, in
my humble opinion—from a steep
climb to the top of Twin Peaks, 1,760
feet high with a panoramic 360-
degree view, to a six-mile loop through
varied landscapes and past a tranquil
pond, and a short jaunt along scenic
West Verde Creek to a genuine swim-
ming hole. 

Equestrians from across the state
come for the trails, bunking in group
camping areas equipped with stalls or
the old ranch house and barn. The rest
of us can stay at the Running-R, where
horses are provided, along with wran-
glers to lead rides to the natural area.
These fellers also joke, sing and
answer questions about the ranch, the
horses and the countryside. A night’s
stay at one of 14 oak-shaded cabins
includes a two-hour ride as well as
swimming, campfires, hayrides, table
tennis, horseshoes and mountain bik-
ing. We watched the sun set from our
porch before hitting the hay in hand-
made cedar-post beds. Breakfast and
lunch are also included with lodging.
For dinner, guests can fire up one of
the ranch grills, but we opted to chow
down in town at the OST Restaurant
and Busbee’s BBQ, with a little pre-
prandial shopping to boot. 

When budgets get tight, luxury vacations to exotic destinations become harder to

swing. But in a state as big and varied as Texas, finding a weekend getaway is as easy

as opening the map. Small and big towns offer reasonable prices, friendly folks and

many one-of-a-kind attractions. Just in time for warmer weather, here are five

places that would love to have you for a visit.

Tourist towns that treat you right
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B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L  

After you hit the trail at one of the dude
ranches outside Bandera, the self-billed
Cowboy Capital of the World, take a cool
plunge in the Medina River.

T O P :  R I D E R S ,  ©  R U N N I N G - R  R A N C H ;  B O T T O M :  M E D I N A  R I V E R ,  S T A N  W I L L I A M S



Bandera’s other signature feature is
the cool, green Medina River. Cottages
at the River Front Motel face the river
and are a short walk from Main Street.
An afternoon spent tubing the
cypress-shaded Medina is just the
ticket for soothing a saddle-sore body.
Several operators rent tubes and
kayaks and provide shuttle service for
floats of various lengths (and even pro-
vide pickup and dropoff at some dude
ranches). When water levels drop too
low for tubing, a dammed area in
Bandera’s City Park remains deep
enough for floating, and pedal boats
can be rented there. The park has pic-
nic tables and grills as well.

Running-R Ranch: (830) 796-3984, www

.rrranch.com

Flying L Guest Ranch: 1-800-292-5134,

www.flyingl.com

River Front Motel: 1-800-870-5671, www.the

riverfrontmotel.com

Bandera Convention and Visitors Bureau:

1-800-364-3833, www.banderacowboycapital

.com
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CORPUS CHRISTI  

Find more than sand at 
this beach city

For a beach destination, Corpus

Christi provides excellent options as
well as a convenient, mid-coast location. 

Corpus Christi Beach, north of
downtown and on the west side of the
bay, feels like a small beach town and
is great for a quick sandy fix loaded
with extras. We opt for one of the
beachside hotels; ground-floor rooms
at the Quality Inn & Suites lead right
onto the beach, and the pool at the
Radisson overlooks the action on the
sand and the USS Lexington Museum
on the Bay, just a short stroll away.
Five self-guided tour routes of this
World War II-era aircraft carrier cover
roughly 20 percent of her 16 decks and
include shows at the MEGA large-
format theater. The ship offers a flight
simulator, café and store, too. 

Also within easy walking distance,
the Texas State Aquarium showcases
more than 300 species, mostly from
the waters of the Gulf of Mexico.
Highlights include an offshore rig and
Flower Gardens exhibits, jellyfish
tanks, dolphin shows (with a viewing
area for watching the action underwa-
ter), sea otters, rescued sea turtles and
the Hawn Wild Flight Theater, where
owls, hawks, falcons and other impres-
sive birds strut their stuff. Between the
aquarium and hotels lie several blocks
of seafood restaurants and shops.
After a hearty meal of Gulf shrimp fol-
lowed by an ice cream cone, we fell
asleep to the sound of waves and the
glow of the Lexington’s neon lights.

For a bigger serving of sand and
surf, head to Mustang Island State
Park, south of Corpus Christi Bay
across the Intracoastal Waterway. The
park’s stretch of beach ends at a jetty
popular for fishing. On a recent visit,
we clambered over the giant granite

blocks to the end, where small sea tur-
tles and schools of fish swim in the
green water, and watched a skilled
angler land a string of nice trout. The
sheltered area is nice for swimming,
and showers at the park bathhouse
meant we could clean up afterward
and stop at our favorite seafood
restaurant, Snoopy’s Pier. It sits right
on the water under the causeway to
the island, making for great boat, bird
and dolphin watching. 

Padre Island National Seashore is
the Thanksgiving feast of beach fixes:
It’s more than anyone could possibly
consume, but it’s a heck of a lot of fun
to try. Its 70 miles constitute the
longest stretch of undeveloped barrier
island in the world. The Malaquite
Visitors Center includes exhibits and
touch displays, a bathhouse, park store,
water fountains and covered picnic
tables. Follow the boardwalk to Mala-
quite Beach; campsites here include
24-hour access to showers and toilets.

T E X A S  T R AV E L  2 0 0 9

Corpus Christi, the ‘Sparkling City by the Sea,’
offers a rare opportunity to sail with a back-
drop of downtown high-rises. The Texas State
Aquarium is just one of the city’s many attrac-
tions onshore. And Padre Island National
Seashore is just across the bridge.

T O P  L E F T :  W I N D S U R F E R ,  T H I R D C O A S T P H O T O . C O M ;  T O P  R I G H T :  T E X A S  S T A T E  A Q U A R I U M ,
K E V I N  S T I L L M A N ;  B O T T O M  R I G H T :  C I T Y  S K Y L I N E ,  K E V I N  S T I L L M A N



Primitive camping is allowed anywhere
along the rest of the island (permits
required, available at the visitor cen-
ter). The beach between mile posts 0
and 5 is maintained for driving, but
after that, it’s strictly four-wheel-drive.
My oldest daughter and I once bor-
rowed an FJ Cruiser and went as far as
mile 40. Except for the occasional
hard-core angler and mile markers
every five miles, we saw nothing but
deep sand, seashells, tall dunes, deer
tracks and, on our way back, a Kemp’s
ridley sea turtle.

These sea turtles enjoy quite a bit of
fame at the National Seashore, where
researchers collect eggs from nests
along 80 miles of beach, incubate
them in a lab and release hatchlings.
The public is invited to many of these
summer releases, and one of my all-
time favorite things remains the sight
of dozens of palm-sized hatchlings
scrambling over sand hills and sea-
weed mountains into the waiting surf.
Call the hatchling hotline, (361) 949-
7163, for release dates.

USS Lexington Museum on the Bay: (361)

888-4873, www.usslexington.com

Texas State Aquarium: (361) 881-1200,

www.texasstateaquarium.org

Mustang Island State Park: (361) 749-5246,

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/mustangisland

Padre Island National Seashore: (361) 949-

8068, www.nps.gov/pais

Corpus Christi Convention and Visitors

Bureau: 1-800-766-2322, www.corpuschristi

cvb.com
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ROUND TOP 

Small town packs a big 
cultural punch

The tiny town of Round Top enjoys

widespread renown for, of all things,
performing arts. How did this happen?
Distinguished pianist James Dick,
dreaming of a summer place where
young musicians could receive inten-
sive training and put on performances,
founded The International Festival
Institute at Round Top in 1971. He
acquired 6 acres occupied by an aban-
doned school building in 1973 and
began to populate the land with historic
buildings, one by one. Early orchestra
performances were held on an outdoor
stage. Construction of a spectacular,
1,100-seat concert hall proceeded on a
pay-as-you-go basis, with concerts held
inside the walls before the building had
a roof, floor or seats. Now complete at
last, the acoustically and aesthetically
beautiful hall forms the centerpiece of
the institute, grown to 210 acres with
artists’ residences, practice rooms and
dining facilities. Extensive landscaping,
including herb and rose gardens, invites
lingering, and beautiful stone walls,
towers, walks and other surprises
encourage wandering the grounds. 

“It is all open to the public. You can
come and take a tour or just walk
around,” says Alain Declert, program
director. Events happen year-round
and include a Theatre
Forum and Choral Festival

in November, the Nutcracker Ballet in
December, guitar festivals, poetry
readings, symphony performances
and forums, culminating in the
Institute’s raison d’^etre, a six-week-
long summer music festival. The 39th
season coming this summer promises
works by Tchaikovsky, Strauss, Brahms,
Beethoven and others, performed by
an orchestra of 85 musicians chosen
by auditions across the country back in
January and February. Tickets can be
purchased for the entire festival or
individual performances, even by
spur-of-the-moment visitors, says
Declert: “We always have tickets at the
door.”

Round Top’s population barely
breaks 80, and its location on State
Highway 237 miles from a major thor-
oughfare keeps traffic light. So most
businesses in town open only on week-
ends and for the area’s spectacular
twice-a-year antique events. Time it
right, though, and enjoy shopping that
runs the gamut from European linens
to cigars, wine, art, soap and jewelry.
Royer’s Round Top Café on the square
is known for its pies, and Klump’s
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The concert hall at Round Top’s International
Festival Institute was built with old-world
craftsmanship, providing the perfect setting
for classical performances. After visitors get
their fill of music, theater, fine arts and
antiquing in Round Top, it’s time for a pie break
at Royer’s Round Top Café.



“Everybody knows that Mueller
makes the best steel buildings.”

www.MuellerInc.com
online color selector

877-2-MUELLER
(877-268-3553)

Mueller’s Standard Series raises the bar for pre-designed
steel buildings. Featuring top quality and easy assembly, The Standard

Series is the ideal choice for workshops, garages, barns and large storage

spaces. These buildings are available in six popular sizes –

from 24' x 24' to 40'x 60' – with convenient bolt-

together assembly. Call us today, or drop by one

of our 27 locations across the Southwest.



1 2 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R A p r i l  2 0 0 9

Restaurant, across from the tiny
Chamber of Commerce office, bucks
the weekend-only policy, serving
breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.
Popular with locals, thanks to a folksy
charm and hearty food, Klump’s
dishes up barbecue at noon on
Saturday, catfish on Friday night and
specials every Sunday.

Across the square, Henkel Square
Museum Village re-creates 19th-cen-
tury Texas German pioneer life and
architecture. Thursday through Sun-
day, enter through the apothecary
building for self-guided tours of the
eight restored homes, barn, school-
house and church, encircling a large
open space where reenactments and
other events often take place. The
town’s name, incidentally, comes from
an early stagecoach stop, a house with
a round top.

A few miles down the road, struc-
tures from the 1800s constitute Wine-
dale village, a division of the Center for
American History at The University of
Texas at Austin. A German community
cultivated grapes here in the late
1800s. Houston philanthropist Ima
Hogg purchased the land, part of
Stephen F. Austin’s original colony,
and donated it to the university in
1965. Each July and August, the site
hosts Shakespeare at Winedale, plays
presented by university students in a
19th-century barn converted to an
Elizabethan theater. Other programs
go on year-round, and the visitor cen-
ter is open weekdays, with docent-led
tours available by prior arrangement.
Otherwise, visitors may stroll the
grounds without entering the half-
dozen historical structures and enjoy
the small lake and picnic area. 

If the small-town charm and high-
falutin activities make it hard to leave,
no problem. The rolling hills around
Round Top harbor dozens of bed-and-
breakfast establishments. Examples
include Anderson’s Round Top Inn,
with rooms in five different settings
just off the square, and historic Knittel
Homestead Inn in nearby Burton,
which includes a parlor to relax in and
hot breakfast each morning. 

The International Festival Institute at Round

Top: (979) 249-3086, www.festivalhill.org

Henkel Square Museum Village: (979) 249-

3308, www.texaspioneerarts.org

Winedale: (979) 278-3530, www.cah.utexas

.edu/museums/winedale.php

Anderson’s Round Top Inn: 1-877-738-6746,

www.andersonsroundtopinn.com

Knittel Homestead Inn: (979) 289-5102,

www.knittelhomestead.com

Round Top Chamber of Commerce: (979) 249-

4042, www.roundtop.org

�����
AMARILLO 

On the plains, art and history collide

“It just crept into my hands, hon-

est,” reads a diamond-shaped sign in a
yard on 10th Street. “The world is full
of shipping clerks who have read the
Harvard classics,” reads another, next
to a barbershop just north of down-
town. These and dozens more enig-
matic postings, scattered randomly
across Amarillo, sprang from the mind
of artist and philanthropist Stanley
Marsh 3. During a five- or 10-year
period—he didn’t really keep track—
Marsh provided the signs to anyone
willing to have one. That included,
apparently, residents of high- and low-
brow neighborhoods alike, as well as a
variety of businesses.

Marsh says his inspiration came
from bits of country-western songs,
poems, pithy quotes and other phrases,
rearranged as he saw necessary to fit
within the diamond and be readable
from the road. Looking for the signs
while navigating the town is something
of a treasure hunt; Marsh won’t say
how many there are, and listing loca-
tions would spoil the fun. 

Easier to spot is the most famous
Marsh installment, Cadillac Ranch, 10
of said cars buried nose down in a pas-
ture on the eastbound side of Interstate
40. Bring your own spray paint or grab
one of the cans usually lying around
and add to the layers of graffiti cover-
ing each chassis, incontrovertible evi-
dence of the deep human desire to
leave a mark.

For much older evidence of that
desire, head to Alibates Flint Quarries
National Monument, part of the Lake
Meredith National Recreation Area
about a half hour north of Amarillo. On
free tours of the quarries offered daily
between Memorial and Labor days (by
reservation only), explore the high-
quality flint prized by ancient residents
for toolmaking and trade and view
some petroglyphs, a sophisticated sort
of early graffiti. The Lake Meredith
Aquatic and Wildlife Museum in Fritch
includes displays on the flint and peo-
ple who used it, along with two aquari-
ums and dioramas of area wildlife, from
bobcats to owls and eagles.

A new exhibit at the Don Harring-
ton Discovery Center, Hunters of the
Sky, focuses on some of the raptors
seen wild in the area. The center also
offers exhibits on bodies and space, a
series of aquaria, a planetarium, tem-
porary displays and a monument to
helium, one of Amarillo’s significant
natural resources. At the Botanical
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Get a lesson on raptors or planets at the Don
Harrington Discovery Center in Amarillo. And
there’s no better place to learn about the state’s
favorite cow horse than at the American
Quarter Horse Hall of Fame & Museum.

L E F T :  D O N  H A R R I N G T O N  D I S C O V E R Y  C E N T E R ,  W Y A T T  M c S P A D D E N ,  R I G H T :  A M E R I C A N
Q U A R T E R  H O R S E  H A L L  O F  F A M E  &  M U S E U M ,  W Y A T T  M c S P A D D E N



This year, experience all the great things to see and do at more than 90 State Parks across Texas.
From high desert mountains, incredible sunsets and pine forests, to gulf coast breezes and hill
country canyons, you can find it here. Hike, camp, fish, swim, canoe or just relax around a peaceful
campfire. There’s even cabins, lodges and great interpretive programs and museums. Whether
you’re visiting for the first time, or coming back to a family favorite, find out what makes this land so
unique and our state so grand. Rediscover everything you love about Texas – visit a State Park today.

Everything you love about Texas.
Call or make a reservation today.

(512)389-8900
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/parkpass

Tyler State Park

No entry fee for a year for
you and carload of guests
with the State Park Pass!

Monahans Sandhills State Park
Lake SomervilleState Park

WISH YOU WERE
HERE

$60
per CARD

MEMBERSHIP

still only

$75
FOr 2-card
membership

Or just

FREE
FISHING

IN
STATE
PARKS

No fishing
license
required to
fish in
Texas State
Parks.

Texas State Parks
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Gardens next door, visit a tropical con-
servatory and gardens.  

More conventional than Marsh’s
signs, but also fun to search for, more
than 90 fiberglass, life-sized horses
decorated by local artists grace loca-
tions around town. Called Hoofprints
of the American Quarter Horse, the
project was sponsored by Center City
of Amarillo and the American Quarter
Horse Hall of Fame & Museum. That
facility takes a comprehensive look at
this most Texan of breeds through
interactive exhibits and historic and
educational displays. 

Historic Route 66 staggers across
Amarillo, most of it unrecognizable as
a former major route across the conti-
nent’s western half. But a smattering
of retro motels remains, and the city
dubbed roughly 12 blocks on the west
side of town as the Route 66 Historic
District, something worth wandering.
A handful of antique shops, quilt

shops and art galleries alternate with
cafés, lounges, bars and diners, some
looking much as they did in the
famous highway’s heyday. Nettez
House of Dessertz serves breakfast
along with quiche, sandwiches and the
like, and, of course, homemade cakes
and pies, with meringue that would
make Grandma proud.

The Panhandle Plains Historical
Museum, a half hour south on the
campus of West Texas A&M Uni-
versity in Canyon, claims to be the
largest history museum in Texas. It
houses more than 3 million artifacts,
from fossils to working windmills,
cars, blankets, guns and paintings.
The People of the Plains exhibit shows
how humans have survived in this area
for 14,000 years, and Pioneer Town re-
creates turn-of-the century life and
includes what may be the oldest build-
ing in Texas. Bet it never had a Stanley
Marsh sign, though.

Lake Meredith National Recreation Area/

Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument:

(806) 857-3151, www.nps.gov/lamr; www.nps

.gov/alfl

Lake Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum:

(806) 857-2458

Don Harrington Discovery Center: (806) 355-

9547, www.dhdc.org

American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame &

Museum: (806) 376-5181, www.aqhhallof

fame.com

Panhandle Plains Historical Museum: (806)

651-2244, www.panhandleplains.org

Amarillo Convention and Visitors Council: 

1-800-692-1338, www.visitamarillotx.com 

�����
JEFFERSON

Release your inner beau and belle

If only the tourists would play

along and dress in period styles …
shorts and T-shirts scream “wrong cen-
tury,” but fortunately, town boosters
welcome visitors in almost any attire.

Jefferson’s heyday was the 1840s
when Big Cypress Creek was cleared
for navigation and it became the
state’s leading inland port, with pad-
dleboats plying cotton and other
goods downstream and returning
with supplies to build grand man-
sions. The coming of the railroad to
nearby Marshall in the 1870s signaled

the end of Jefferson’s grand era. But
the mansions are still there. So are
two hotels dating from the 1850s, the
Excelsior House and the Historic
Jefferson Hotel. Both are said to be
haunted, as are many other bed-and-
breakfasts in the area. On a recent trip
we encountered a couple who had
stayed at a bed-and-breakfast where
doors mysteriously opened and closed
and lights came on by themselves. On
Saturday nights, a human-guided
ghost tour leaves at 8 from outside the
Jefferson Historical Society and
Museum at 223 W. Austin St. Other
tours can be arranged via reservation.

The candlelight Tour of Homes
held several weekends in December is
a wonderful time to see a handful of
specially decorated historic homes.
But any time of year, one can take a
walking tour, driving tour or horse-
drawn carriage tour of Jefferson’s
almost overwhelming historic district.
Some of the homes that are not bed-
and-breakfasts provide tours. One of
the best is the House of the Seasons
with its four-color glass cupola.

A walk down West Austin Street
takes you past not only the two hotels
but also the delightfully jumbled
Jefferson Texas General Store. It has
an old-fashioned soda fountain, vin-
tage toys and posters, candies, jams,
gimmie caps, books, cards—you name
it. Fred’s Books on the Bayou, also on

Jefferson relishes its Southern Gothic aura,
complete with ghosts and extant residents who
look back on a more graceful era.

Top: The Route 66 Historic District celebrates
the famous highway’s heyday.
Bottom: Eccentric artist and philanthropist
Stanley Marsh 3 tips his hat to all fashion of
whimsy with randomly placed messages that
could pass for traffic signs.
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West Austin Street, is the antithesis
of the chain bookstore. Ninety-year-
old proprietor Fred McKenzie is the
town’s pre-eminent historian and
author of Hickory Hill: Family
Stories of Race, Religion and Ro-
mance in an East Texas Town and
Avinger Texas, USA. One can take an
hour’s trip on the bayou with Turning
Basin Riverboat Tours. Or get a ride
on an actual paddlewheel steamer,
the Graceful Ghost, on nearby Caddo
Lake. Call before making a visit,
because neither boat runs all year.

Jefferson’s variety of restaurants is
surprising for a town of 2,000. Try
Lamache’s Italian Restaurant in the
Historic Jefferson Hotel. People brag
about the lasagna, but we preferred
the Roma del Mar. The restaurant
has a warm atmosphere and an
impressive list of seafood and other
specials. Chef-owned Stillwater Inn
Restaurant serves sophisticated
French/American cuisine with fresh
herbs and homemade stocks. The
best breakfast in town, complete
with dainty Orange Blossom Muf-
fins, comes with the bed-and-
breakfast package at the Excelsior
House. You may not be as well
dressed as the fine table setting of
linen and silver, but the proprietors
are happy to see you, nonetheless.

For your basic good grub, Jeffer-
son’s House of Pies on East Austin
Street serves pies, of course, as well as
cornbread sandwiches with a selec-
tion of meats, including fried baloney,
should anybody want it (maybe 1840s
residents considered it a delicacy).
And then there’s the Hamburger Store
on the corner of North Market and
West Lafayette. The store offers virtu-
ally every variety of hamburger ever
conceived in a unique décor—the
walls are covered with dollar bills
posted by customers, many with mes-
sages penned on them.

There are simply too many won-
derful bed-and-breakfasts to high-
light just a couple in Jefferson. Go to
the website of one or both reserva-
tion services and click to your heart’s
content: Jefferson Reservation Ser-
vice, www.jeffersonreservationser
vice.com, or Classic Inn Reserva-
tions, www.classicinn.com.

Candlelight Tour of Homes: www.historic 

jeffersonfoundation.com

The House of the Seasons: (903) 665-

8000, http://houseoftheseasons.com

Turning Basin Riverboat Tours: (903) 665-

2222, www.jeffersonbayoutours.com

The Graceful Ghost: 1-888-325-5459

Stillwater Inn Restaurant (reservations re-

quired): (903) 665-8415, www.stillwaterinn

.com

Marion County Chamber of Commerce:

(903) 665-2672, www.jefferson-texas.com

Melissa Gaskill is a travel writer
based in Austin.

Left: You can get (almost) anything that you
want at the Jefferson Texas General Store. 
Right: Ninety-year-old Fred McKenzie can
spin you a tale to get you primed for some of
the great historic tomes in Fred’s Books on
the Bayou.

B
EL

O
W

, 
LE

FT
 &

 R
IG

H
T:

 W
O

O
D

Y
 W

EL
C

H



YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S WRONG,
AND YOU WANT OPTIONS.  

We have a team of doctors for that. 

When faced with a brain, spine or nerve disorder, 
you want advanced care that engages a team of specialists, 
as well as you.  At the Scott & White Neuroscience Institute, 
imaging experts, neurologists, neurosurgeons and scientists 
all work together in pursuit of a common purpose – to 
bring you the most accurate diagnosis and leading-edge 
treatment options.  Working with the latest technology, 
we’re actively exploring the boundaries of what’s possible 
in neurological care.  Take a moment to learn more 
about how our team works – and works with you.
Visit us at swneuroscience.org or call 888-90-NEURO.

Your Choice. The Trusted Choice.

Neuroscience Institute

09-SNW-0259-NSI-Texas_COOP_Power1   1 2/20/09   12:25:46 PM



RESERVATION APPLICATION

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE_______________________________________
9345 Mi lwaukee  Avenue  ·  N i les ,  IL  60714-1393

YES. Please reserve the “Thomas Kinkade Believe
Earrings” for me as described in this announce-
ment.

I prefer the: � Pierced Style � Non-pierced Style
01-06800-001 01-06800-002

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a 
first-come-first-served basis.
Respond  as soon as possible to 

reserve your earrings. 

*Plus $8.98 shipping and service.
Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial
payment for shipment of your earrings.
Sales subject to product availability
and order acceptance.

Shown actual size

Signature____________________________________

Mr. Mrs. Ms. _________________________________
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address _____________________________________

City ________________________________________

State__________________ Zip __________________

00-01000-144-E54891

Genuine diamonds 
add beauty and value

�

Finely engraved inside
with the inscription:

Believe all things are
possible with God

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive

With faith at the heart of our lives, we are truly blessed.
As pure as a rushing stream... as dazzling as sunshine...
as solid as a mountain... our belief will guide us, no
matter where life may lead.

Thomas Kinkade’s personal faith has shaped not only his
personal life but his work as an artist. His paintings of
nature’s majesty, loving homes and gardens alive with
God’s miracles have touched hearts around the world.
Now his vision inspires a stunning jewelry creation—pre-
cious reminders of the radiance and beauty of faith at the
center of our life.

Exclusive Design … Stunning Craftsmanship
In a design exclusive inspired by the Painter of Light™,
the “Thomas Kinkade Believe Earrings” feature a flowing
design in solid sterling silver embellished with rich 24k-
gold plating.  Each earring bears a graceful cross—the
treasured symbol of faith and love.  At its center sparkles
a genuine, brilliant-cut solitaire diamond.  Adding to the
meaning, the earrings are engraved with  “Believe all
things are possible with God.”

A Superb Value ... 

Available for a Limited Time
The “Thomas Kinkade Believe Earrings” are a superb
value at $129, which you can pay for in 4 convenient
monthly installments of $32.25. To reserve yours, in
pierced on non-pierced style, complete with a Certificate of
Authenticity and custom gift box, and backed by our
unconditional 120-day guarantee, send no money now;
just mail the Reservation Application today!

The “Thomas Kinkade Believe
Earrings” come in a custom

presentation case with 
a Certificate of Authenticity.

©2008 Thomas Kinkade

©2008 BGE  01-06800-001-BI
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THE
OTHER
BIG BEND

Come explore the wild wonders of Texas’ largest state park. A wide range of 

new Texas Parks & Wildlife Department initiatives make Big Bend Ranch 

State Park more welcoming than ever.

BY DAN OKO PHOTOS COURTESY OF TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
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I am doing the shake and bake to the Left Hand Shutup, and though

that sounds like some sort of newfangled dance, the desert view

through the windshield tells a different story.
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I AM RIDING SHOTGUN WITH BIG

Bend Ranch State Park ranger
Bill Broyles. The 14-year veteran
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) steers his
Suburban deftly over the bumpy
roads. We are heading toward the
Solitario—Spanish for lonely or
solitary—a collapsed volcano that
forms the park’s signature geo-
logical feature. The Left Hand
Shutup is one of three steep
canyons that drain this caldera,

which in aerial photos looks like a giant carbuncle burst open
on the earth’s cheek. As the sun warms the inside of our vehi-
cle, the rough landscape outside looks as tan and wrinkled as
the face of an old vaquero, while spiny ocotillo and stumpy
yucca litter the mesas. Hidden seeps provide water for cot-
tonwoods and wildlife. 

“This country, you either love it or you hate it,” Broyles
says of this far-flung, north-central portion of the Chihua-
huan Desert. “It can be a little humbling, if you know what
I’m saying.”

I know what Broyles is saying. I’ve come to this park to
sample some new developments, including more than 50
new primitive campsites and an expanded trail system that
will eventually offer more than 200 miles of multiple-use
trails for hiking, biking and horseback riding. These latest
efforts are part of the state of Texas’ push to encourage pub-
lic use of the 300,000 acres of state land that extends along
the Rio Grande from southeast of Presidio to near Lajitas.
While it’s an area big and roaming in its own right—for
example, it’s more than twice the size of Saguaro National
Park in Arizona—the park is often overlooked by outdoor
lovers who tend to stick with the 800,000-acre Big Bend
National Park next door, to the east. Taken together, the two
parks are an adventure wonderland, offering everything
from overnight trips to the sky islands of the Chisos
Mountains of the national park to day hikes to explore the
hidden, bowl-like Cinco Tinajas (the Spanish name means
five pools)—a narrow canyon in which five pools of water
stairstep down the rock—in the heart of the state park that
holds water year-round, attracting birds and other wildlife.

B
UT EVEN THOUGH THE PARKS SHARE MANY

attributes—abundant bird life, expansive
stretches of uninhabited scenery, acreage
along the last wild stretches of the Rio
Grande—they are as distinct in their character
as the gregarious blue jay is to the demure
bluebird. Both are beautiful, but whereas the
national park is bold and in your face, the state

park is shy, subtle and a little more difficult to know.
For while the Chisos Mountains in the national park

climb high above the desert floor, offering a woodland respite
from the rough and prickly ecology below, on the state land,
it’s canyons and depressions like the caldera of the Solitario,
which spans nine miles, that make the state park a special
place for visitors. Considering that Big Bend Ranch is Texas’
largest state park, it’s all the more remarkable that while the

neighboring national park gets nearly half a million visitors
each year, a mere fraction of that—some 10,000 individu-
als—visit the state property. The rewards, however, include
the chance to see ancient tribal pictographs created thou-
sands of years ago, three of the four highest waterfalls in
Texas and virtually limitless exploring by foot, horseback,
mountain bike or four-wheel-drive vehicle.

Standing on the rim of the Solitario, before making our
descent to the Shutup, a closed canyon where ranchers used
to pen cattle, Broyles points out lonely beige peaks, such as
Needle Peak at 4,608 feet, Solitario Peak at 4,786 feet and
Fresno Peak at 5,131 feet, which marks the entrance to
Fresno Canyon and appears as a needle-eye notch in the dis-
tance. At the base of that canyon, TPWD has worked with
the Nature Conservancy to obtain the 7,000-acre Fresno
Ranch, which is being assessed for public recreational use.
Directly before us, we spy surreal geological patterns where
hardened magma has congealed below limestone layers, cre-
ated when the pre-Paleozoic sea covered the desert floor.

Elsewhere hoodoo spires—tall, skinny spires of rock that
protrude from the bottom of arid basins and badlands—that
rival those in Utah aim skyward, and breathtaking cliffs
shine like quicksilver. It’s wilderness as far as I can see,
reminding me of another name oldtimers had for the Big
Bend: El Despoblado, Spanish for “the uninhabited land.”

H
ISTORICALLY, EXTREME WEATHER, LACK OF

potable water in the park despite numer-
ous springs (potable water is available at
park headquarters) and rough roads have
challenged all but the hardiest visitors to
Big Bend Ranch State Park. Today, you will
find a warm welcome at the Sauceda
Complex, where visitors can sleep dormi-

tory-style in the Sauceda Lodge Bunkhouse or take advan-
tage of more expansive accommodations in the Big House.
Sauceda, in the park interior, a 45-minute drive over rough
ranch roads (though two-wheel drive is adequate), also
offers a gift shop, mountain bike rentals (though, frankly,
you are better off bringing your own), and an information
center. On the park’s eastern edge near Lajitas, the recently
renovated Barton Warnock Environmental Education
Center has a 2-acre botanical garden highlighting desert
species and can provide permits for backcountry camping
and access to the Contrabando Loop, which offers the best
biking in the park.

Deep down in the Solitario, the road reaches its end, and
we leave the Suburban to stretch our legs and explore the
Shutup. Birds flit along a brushy wash that looks like it 
hasn’t seen water in eons. Whether sparrows or flycatchers,
neither Broyles nor I have the wherewithal to name our fast-
moving feathered friends. Then the need for naming things
passes in the canyon breeze, and I find that being in the
depths of Big Bend Ranch brings with it a moment of seren-
ity. There are few places left on the planet, much less in
Texas, where the weight of the world can be sloughed off so
completely. Even if you never intend to visit, this treasure
that belongs to us seems worth celebrating.

Dan Oko, who lives in Austin, writes about the outdoors.



The 1930s brought unprecedented inno-
vation in machine-age technology and
materials. Industrial designers from the
auto industry translated the principles
of aerodynamics and streamlining into
everyday objects like radios and toasters.
It was also a decade when an unequaled
variety of watch cases and movements
came into being. In lieu of hands to tell
time, one such complication, called a
jumping mechanism, utilized numerals
on a disc viewed through a window.
With its striking resemblance to the
dashboard gauges and radio dials of the
decade, the jump hour watch was
indeed “in tune” with the times!  

The Stauer 1930s Dashtronic deftly
blends the modern functionality of a 21-
jewel automatic movement and 3-ATM
water resistance with the distinctive,
retro look of a jumping display (not an

actual jumping complication). The
stainless steel 1 1/2" case is complement-
ed with a black alligator-embossed
leather band. The band is 9 1/2" long
and will fit a 7–8 1/2" wrist.

Try the Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch
for 30 days and if you are not receiving
compliments, please return the watch

for a full refund of the purchase price. If
you have an appreciation for classic
design with precision accuracy, the
1930s Dashtronic Watch is built for you.
This watch is a limited edition, so please
act quickly. Our last two limited edition
watches are totally sold out!

Time travel at the speed of a 1935 Speedster?

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DRW231-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Not Available in Stores
Stauer 1930s Dashtronic Watch $99 +S&Hor
3 easy credit card payments of $33 +S&H

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-800-859-1602
Promotional Code DRW231-02
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

True to Machine Art esthetics, the sleek
brushed stainless steel case is clear on the
back, allowing a peek at the inner workings.

Truly Unique



Electric Notes
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Help Cooperatives Keep
Electric Bills Affordable

America’s families are facing
tough economic times. Many

struggle to afford the basics: food,
housing and energy. In fact, the cost 
of residential electricity in the United
States climbed an average of 26 per-
cent between 2002 and 2007, and it 
is projected to go even higher. As if
that wasn’t bad enough, some predict
today’s electricity supplies won’t be
able to keep pace with future demand.

Now, elected officials in Washington,
D.C., are poised to make important pol-
icy decisions that will determine our
nation’s energy future. To guide law-
makers in a sound direction, electric
cooperatives are making sure that your
voice—the voice of the consumer—gets
heard during legislative debates.

Through the “Our Energy, Our
Future” grassroots awareness cam-
paign, hundreds of thousands of elec-
tric cooperative consumers have sent
more than 1.5 million messages to

their members of Congress.
Through this outreach, co-ops 

have shared our insight drawn from
decades of offering safe and reliable
electricity at affordable rates; service
that always makes consumers—not
the bottom line—priority one.

If you haven’t already done so,
please get involved in the campaign by
asking your representatives on Capitol
Hill one important question: Are you
willing to work with your electric
cooperative to ensure that our nation
has reliable power at a price con-
sumers can afford? The stakes are too
high to miss this opportunity to help
secure YOUR energy future.

To learn more about how you can
begin a dialogue with your elected
officials, please visit WWW.OURENERGY

.COOP. Together we can keep electric
bills affordable.

Today is the time to act. Tomorrow
might be too late.

Sometimes Capitol Hill seems pretty far away, but you can make sure the folks in Congress
hear how you feel about keeping electricity affordable by visiting www.ourenergy.coop.

You’ll lighten the load on your elec-
tric bill if you conserve energy while

cooking. Here are several quick and
easy steps you can take to reduce
energy use when cooking:

≠ Leave oven and burners off when
not in use.

≠ Cook oven items simultaneously
when possible.

≠ Leave the oven door closed as
much as possible while cooking.

≠ Use self-cleaning features after
you cook—when oven is already hot.

≠ Thaw frozen foods before cooking.
≠ Double your recipe—and freeze

half for later.
≠ Match pan size to burner.
≠ Cook with less water—you’ll save

energy and keep nutrients in food.
≠ Once water reaches a boil, lower

burner setting.

≠ Foods cooked in pots and pans
with tight-fitting lids cook faster, using
less energy.

≠ Don’t preheat oven any sooner
than necessary.

≠ When possible, preheat food in
microwave—then finish in conven-
tional oven.

≠ Dust off the Crock-Pot. Slow
cooking in a Crock-Pot uses a lot less
energy than simmering on the stove.

≠ Keep the reflector pans under
your range-top heating elements
bright and clean. 

≠ Don’t line your oven with alu-
minum foil. It can reduce your oven’s
efficiency by interfering with heat cir-
culation.

Lighten Your
Cooking Load
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ELECTRIC NOTES

Spring storms in Texas often pack 
a wicked punch and can leave your

house without electricity. Are you 
prepared?

Here are some things to keep in
mind:

≠ Keep your electric cooperative’s
outage number handy. If the lights go
off during a storm, or anytime, call us
to report it.

≠ If you have a special medical con-
dition that requires electrically pow-
ered equipment, it is essential that you
inform your cooperative so we can add
you to our registry. We will make every
effort to restore your power quickly.

≠ Remember, if you have cordless
telephones, they will not work without
power. Have at least one phone that
plugs directly into a wall outlet so you
can call for help.

≠ Turn off all electrical appliances
except a porch light. That way, when

the power is restored, a power surge
won’t trip your breakers or damage
your items. The porch light is an easy
signal for co-op linemen that your
power is back on.

≠ Use caution if employing candles
or lanterns for light. You don’t want to
start a fire. Your best bet is to have a
flashlight or electric lamp and a supply
of fresh batteries handy.

≠ If you have a portable generator
and feel the need to use it, please be
careful. Only use the generator out-
doors in a well-ventilated area. Never
hook the generator directly to your
home’s wiring. Doing so could cause a
“backfeed” onto power lines that could
injure or even kill a line worker.

≠ Stash away emergency supplies
including:

• Flashlight and batteries
• A supply of drinking water and

canned food

• A battery-operated portable radio
• First-aid kit
≠ If your power goes out, do not

open your refrigerator or freezer. Food
in a packed freezer can remain good
for at least a day without electricity if
the door is not opened; refrigerated
foods can last 4 to 6 hours. If there is a
long outage and you are in doubt, cook
food immediately or throw it away.

Spring Has Sprung
Warmer Weather Ushers in Storm Season

April 24 is Arbor Day in Texas. Your
electric cooperative encourages you

to plant a tree—or an entire grove.
Trees add beauty to your yard, help
clean the air, and provide welcome
shade in the summer.

If you decide to celebrate the day by
planting a tree, make sure you keep a
few things in mind:

≠ Think about the mature height of
the tree. That sap ling you are putting
in the ground today will become taller
and broader before you know it. Make
sure its limbs, trunk or roots will not
interfere with roofs or damage foun-
dations. 

≠ Look up before you plant. If you
see electric lines overhead, think about
another planting spot. Trees that grow
close to power lines can lead to out-
ages and line loss, which costs your co-
op—and you by extension—money.

Remember to allow for at least 10 feet
of clearance around power lines.

≠ Call before you dig. Don’t stick a
shovel into the ground until you dial
811, the national clearinghouse for
underground utility lines. Even a sim-
ple digging job such as tree planting
can damage utility line, disrupt vital
services to an entire neighborhood or

cause injuries. Not to mention, if your
digging damages underground utility
lines, it could result in expensive fines
and repair costs that you would have
to bear. There is no charge for the 811
service.

≠ Plant deciduous trees (ones that
lose their leaves in the fall) on the
south and west sides of your home.
That will let in the winter sunlight
that helps warm your house on cold
days and block the sun in the summer
that can make your cooling system
work overtime.

≠ If you have a mature tree that has
grown too close to power lines, don’t
try to trim it yourself. Please call your
cooperative and let us know. Our tree
experts know how to work safely
around electric lines and they have the
specialized equipment that will help
keep them safe.

Things To Know Before You Plant
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peak in English,” my mother tells me. I barely realize I’ve
slipped into Spanish with my grandmother. We’re out shop-

ping, and my grandmother, who at 93 is fully bilingual but hard of hearing, is in
need of new bifocals.

Somehow, as I’m nearly shouting the information to my grandmother from the
soft-spoken technician, I go from, “She says they need to measure the width” to
“tus ojos, porque estos son muy grande.”

My mother’s admonishment has nothing to do with speaking English because
this is the United States, and we speak English here. I’m a fifth-generation Texan,
thanks to my grandmother’s people. They were working the land here long before
my Anglo grandfather had arrived on Ellis Island. The Hispanic side of my family
has been fully bilingual for generations. We speak in English as a matter of cour-
tesy to those who know only one language. It’s considered rude in our family to
speak Spanish in front of people who may not understand what we’re saying. 

Still, speaking Spanish feels completely different than speaking English—and
I’m not even fluent in Spanish. I know border Spanish, granddaughter Spanish.
It’s just enough to get by in family gatherings and excursions across the border for
corn tortillas.

For me, English has been the way I express everything, from poetry to irony. I’d
be hard-pressed to tell a joke in Spanish, let alone manage a clever play on words.
My mother was a stickler for correct word usage, and I owe her a debt I can never
repay for a great vocabulary and my ability to speak in clear, accent-free English.

So why does Spanish feel like warm chocolate coating my vocal chords, sweet
and smooth? Especially when my command of the language is so bad?

When I’m speaking Spanish and specific words are lost to my brain, when I
can’t figure out how to say “frames” or “purple,” I am forced to toss in the English
words like rocks in the flowing stream. They land with a thump in the middle of
my Spanish sentence, the water of words rushing around it. If my sister (who is flu-
ent in both languages) talks too quickly, or when I try to keep up with an
announcer on Spanish-language TV, I fall hopelessly behind, grasping at the few
key words for purchase.

Yet with my grandmother, even my broken Spanish seems so much more loving
that it slips out instinctively. Spanish is forever the language of family, and it’s a
bond that won’t break. In our family we call our children “mi vida”—my life. It’s
much more common to say “mija”—a slurring of the words “my” and “daughter”—
than “hija”—which is merely “daughter.” The diminutive is sweeter, too, with the
word “chiquitita” meaning little girl, but from my grandmother’s and mother’s lips
an intense love forms like a wave on their tongues, and instead the word has

Mother Tongue
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I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  L A R R Y  M c E N T I R E

always meant “my precious, precious, little one.” To this day, if I hear this word, I
expect a hug at any moment.

Out of respect for the technician, I nearly shout, in English this time, to my
hard-of-hearing grandmother. I explain how long it will take for them to make the
changes she needs in her new glasses. She nods and thanks the technician for her
help—in English, of course—and notes that she’ll be happy not to have the
headaches the old pair was giving her.

We leave and, as I help her into the car, I slip into the embrace of Spanish again.
This time, there is no one to feel left out. 

“Aqui, estamos agusto.” Here, we are at home.

Winter D. Prosapio frequently writes essays for Texas Co-op Power on family matters.
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They grew in dense, tall thickets that blanketed the vacant fields
around our suburban home in Corpus Christi. As a child, I spent hours
playing in those common sunflowers, mashing down trails, building
forts and hiding out with other neighborhood kids.

Weeds. That’s what they were, of course. Undesirables that would never fit in
with the wax-leaf ligustrum, variegated pittosporum, Chinese tallows and carpet
grass that dominated our yard in the 1960s. With grudging help from me and my
brother, Dad regularly mowed, trimmed and fertilized that big lawn, a project that
typically took most of a hot, muggy afternoon.

To this day, I still hate wax-leaf ligustrum. With a vengeance. I’ll never forget
the countless hours I spent cutting its leggy branches into neat hedges, picking up
the piles of clippings and depositing them in the same field where the sunflowers
thrived. In other words, they created too much work, the antithesis of a happy
childhood.

Or so I thought then. Now that I’m wiser (though not much older, mind you), I
despise the ligustrum—some call it “disgustrum” for a loftier reason: It’s highly
invasive and to be avoided at all costs. For that matter, so are Chinese tallows,
pyracantha (another resident of our ’60s yard) and dozens of other species. Sure,
we have a few forbidden plants established in our yard (they came with the house,
you see). But as certified Texas Wildscapers through the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, my husband, James, and I adhere to the program’s No. 1 priority as
much as we can: Plant at least 50 percent or more Texas natives.

Into our third year of wildscaping, we’re amazed to see how our once-plain yard
has transformed into a wildlife habitat that attracts more and more critters.
Monarch butterflies hover over the blue mistflowers, sometimes depositing eggs
on nearby butterfly weeds. In a tall clump of red Turk’s cap, two anoles (lizards)
secretively share quarters, now and then hanging out on our Wildscape sign. Last
summer, a mysterious hole the diameter of a quarter appeared in our brushy sanc-
tuary (left wild for protective cover). A bit of research turned up the chubby dig-
ger’s name: an ox beetle (Strategus aloeus).

I’ve enjoyed learning so much about nature. Thanks to the Internet, I can look
up (or e-mail an expert) my questions about insects, plants, animals and gardening
dilemmas (I decided to let the oleander aphids on our butterfly weed win). On my
blog, “Window on a Texas Wildscape,” I share what I learn, plus photos of flowers,
bugs, spiders, current projects and more. I even write up adventures when they
happen. Last summer, for instance, we rescued three orphaned eastern fox squir-
rels. Miraculously, I even coaxed the last one down from 30 feet up in our live oak!

All this is to say that these days whenever I’m out in our yard, I look at the
ground with different eyes. Once, I yanked and pulled whatever I deemed unin-
vited. Scraggly grasses, strange plants about to bloom, strange plants in bloom,
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Sometimes, a little

digging can change

your way of thinking

in the garden.

By Sheryl

Smith-Rodgers

B L A N C O

Weeds Redefined

V
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bushy ground covers, you name it. If I (or someone else before me)
didn’t put them there, then they must be weeds. Right?

Now I question. Now I investigate.
“Want me to pull this up?” James asked one evening as we

surveyed the pink and red blooms of our prolific Salvia coc-
cinea (Coral Nymph and Lady in Red).

“Let’s wait and see what the flowers look like,” I replied,
already curious. When the lavender, trumpet-shaped flowers
appeared, I thumbed through Wildflowers of Texas and
solved the mystery: violet ruellia (Ruellia nudiflora).
Sometimes called wild petunia, the flowers of this species
bloom at sunrise, then fall off in early afternoon. 

The plant stayed. So did several more I spotted in the
sanctuary.

When another species of purple flowers showed up in a
field across the street, I snapped photos, then returned to the
wildflower book. Hmm, a silverleaf nightshade (Solanum
elaeagnifolium), listed on the Texas toxic plant database. Just
a few days later, I noticed an uninvited guest with familiar-
looking yellow flowers in our withering vegetable garden.
Another photo, another investigation. Turns out the buf-
falo bur (Solanum rostratum) and silverleaf nightshade
belong to the same family, Solanaceae. 

James offered to transplant the prickly buffalo bur
(so named because its spiny fruit once stuck to the
hides of roaming buffalo). Ultimately, we let it stay.

Our interest in native plants naturally led us to the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, where we
spent a hot July afternoon. After the field trip, we
planted rock penstemons (Penstemon baccharifolius)
and blackfoot daisies (Melampodium leucanthum),
both hardy Texas species we’d admired growing at the
center. But what absolutely stunned me during our
visit was seeing something I’d considered a weed
nearly all my life actually showcased.

“That’s a plant?” I said, staring at the sign, com-
pletely dumbfounded. Heck, I’d never even considered
the thought of it having a name. Back at home, I got out
my book and learned that Texas frogfruit (Phyla incisa)
makes an excellent ground cover. Plus, larvae of the phaon
crescent (butterfly) eat the leaves. Wow. Fascinating!

Which leads me to another weed-turned-plant in our wild-
scape—horse herb (Calyptocarpus vialis). Two summers ago,
I yanked up the green stuff with tiny yellow flowers by the
droves to make way for a patch of grass I’d rooted. “Weed,
weed, weed,” I’d mutter as I worked. Then drought hit last
summer, and what bounced back first when the rains
came? That weed! But by then, I’d done some research.
Depending on your viewpoint, horse herb either
makes a great ground cover ... or it takes over every-
thing where it shouldn’t.

Needless to say, I asked James to go easy when he
mowed over the horse herb. And could he please
also watch out for the whitemouth dayflowers
(Commelina erecta) with the little blue blossoms?
They’re not a weed, you know. 

Well, at least, not any more.

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers writes about life and nature
for Texas Co-op Power.
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It happened on our last trip to South
America. After visiting the “Lost City” of

Machu Picchu in Peru, we ventured
through the mountains and down the
Amazon into Brazil. In an old village we
met a merchant with an impressive collec-
tion of spectacular, iridescent emeralds.
Each gem was tumbled smooth and 
glistened like a perfect rain forest dew drop.
But the price was so unbelievable, I was sure
our interpreter had made a mistake.

But there was no mistake. And after return-
ing home, I had 20 carats of these exquisite
emeralds strung up in 14k gold and
wrapped as a gift for my wife’s birthday.
That’s when my trouble began. She loved
it. Absolutely adored it. In fact, she rarely
goes anywhere without the necklace and
has basked in compliments from total
strangers for months now.

So what’s the problem? I’m never
going to find an emerald deal this good
again. In giving her such a perfect gift, I’ve
made it impossible to top myself. 

To make matters worse, my wife’s become
obsessed with emeralds. She can’t stop
sharing stories about how Cleopatra 

cherished the
green gem above
all others and how
emeralds were
worshiped by the
Incas and Mayans
and prized by
Spanish conquis-
tadors and Indian
maharajahs. She’s
even buying into
ancient beliefs
that emeralds
bring intelligence,
well-being and
good luck to anyone who wears them. 
I don’t have the heart to tell her that I’m
never going to find another deal this lucky.    

Our elegant Emeralds in 14K Gold
Necklace features 20 carats of smooth,
round emerald beads, hand-wired
together with delicate 14K gold links. 
Each bead is unique in both size and color, 
ranging from transparent to translucent.
The 18" necklace fastens with a spring ring
clasp. If you are not thrilled at this rare
find, send it back within 30 days for a full

refund of the purchase price. But remember,
we have only found enough emeralds to
make a small limited number of necklaces
and earrings at this low price. 

JEWELRY SPECS:
- 20 ctw of polished natural emeralds 
- Linked with 14K gold 
- Necklace is 18" in length
- Earrings are 5 ½" in length
- Individual color may vary.

The Curse of the Perfect Gift

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. EGN148-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Emeralds in 14K Gold Necklace
(20 ctw) MSRP $1,110 
Your price $199 +s&h

Emeralds in 14K Gold Earrings
(5 ctw) MSRP $820 
Your price $175 +s&h
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-800-333-2045
Promotional Code EGN148-01
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices

20 carats of polished natural emeralds linked with 14K gold for under $200! 

Complete your collection

with the 5 ctw Emerald

in 14K Gold Earrings.

“During my many years as a jeweler,
examining an astonishing 20 ctw 

emerald necklace certainly is a rare
treat. The Stauer Emerald in Gold

Necklace is as good as it gets.”
— JAMES T. FENT, Stauer

GIA Graduate Gemologist   

20 carats of genuine
mined emeralds.

Enlarged to show details



Of the more than 300 short stories written by William
Sydney Porter under the pen name of O. Henry, about 50 of
them were based on his life and times in the West. Many
reflect the nearly 16 years he lived in South Texas, Austin and
Houston.

Porter was 20 in 1882 when a family friend invited him to
come and live on sheep and cattle ranches that the family
managed on the Nueces River. Porter was a guest, but he
worked alongside the ranch hands, listened to their short
and tall tales around the campfires, rode the range with
them, and witnessed firsthand the range wars between the
cattlemen and rustlers. Everything he saw and heard stuck in
his mind like a burr.

For his Texas stories, he created more than 200 charac-
ters, composites and variations of the men and women he
had seen, lived among and worked with: cowboys, outlaws,
train robbers, saloon keepers, gamblers, prospectors, tramps,
swindlers, general store proprietors, lawmen, school-
marms—characters he could choose from to populate his
stories like a casting director with a corral full of actors.

One character took on a life that has lasted more
than a century: the Cisco Kid, a complex good
guy/bad guy who became a staple of every
form of storytelling in the 20th century,
down to a 1972 song called “The Cisco
Kid” by the group War.

Porter depicted his characters at
work, as seen in this passage from “The
Higher Abdication”:

“Six cowpunchers of the Cibolo
Ranch were waiting around the door of
the ranch store. Their ponies cropped
grass near-by, tied in the Texas fash-
ion—which is not tied at all. Their bridle
reins had been dropped to the earth,
which is a more effectual way of securing
them (such is the power of habit and
imagination) than you could devise out
of a half-inch rope and a live-oak tree.”

When Porter visited nearby San
Antonio, he tucked away pictures of
the sidewalk games of chance, the
drifters looking for a handout, the city
folks with their fancy clothes and
the city itself. Such imagery found a
place in “The Higher Abdication”: 

“The winding, doubling streets,

leading nowhere, bewildered him. And then there was a lit-
tle river, crooked as a pot-hook, that crawled through the
middle of the town, crossed by a hundred little bridges so
nearly alike that they got on Curly’s nerves.”

Porter saw the temporary tent towns, where every other
storefront was a saloon or gambling room or both that
moved with the railroad construction gangs crossing the
nation, and he witnessed the outlaws and ranch hands
fogged with whiskey who shot up the towns on their way out.
A passage from “The Reformation of Calliope” reads: “Glass
fell like hail; dogs vamosed; chickens flew, squawking; femi-
nine voices shrieked concernedly to youngsters at large.”

In addition to his two years on the ranch, Porter’s Texas
influences included working at the state land office and a
bank in Austin and a newspaper in Houston. His position as
a draftsman at the land office led him to a search for the Lost
Bowie Silver Mine that introduced him to the Hill Country.
Following the directions on a 30-year-old document, Porter
and two others set out through Pleasant Valley, Dripping
Springs, Johnson City and Fredericksburg to Menard

County. The directions were too vague, and they
never found the treasure. 

As a bank teller, Porter was respon-
sible for the accounts each day.
Somebody had been dipping in the
till. Numbers didn’t balance. Bank -
ing regulators noticed. Porter,
charged with embezzlement of
money, took the rap and went to
prison. The experience taught him
about bank frauds and bank exam-
iners, and they became story
devices. Even his time in prison,

where he heard the adventures of a
train-robbing cellmate, gave him mate-

rial for stories of outlawry that ring with
authenticity.

Unlike Zane Grey, the most widely
read writer of Western fiction who vis-
ited the Southwest but never lived there,
Porter’s Texas stories are based on per-

sonal experiences, his keen ear for
dialogue and powers of observation.

Norman L. Macht wrote about the
Newton Gang in the October 2008

edition of Texas Co-op Power.
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O. Henry: the Most Complex
Character of All
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Small Bites: Big Flavor

R E C I P E  R O U N D U P

B Y  K E V I N  H A R G I S Any time we’re hosting dinner or a party, I like to spend a
little time getting appetizers ready. I find myself relying on a regular cast of char-
acters (hot pepper jelly on cream cheese, guacamole and chips, relish trays).
There’s not a thing wrong with that, and often, it’s those snacks that are the most
popular. But sometimes I like to stretch my horizons with something unexpected
or a little more challenging.

I recently ran across an interesting recipe in Reata: Legendary Texas Cuisine, a
cookbook that chronicles the upscale Western-inspired dishes served at the Reata
restaurant, which has locations in Alpine and Fort Worth.

Many of the cookbook’s recipes are for game, which, unless you’re a hunter or
know one, isn’t easy to obtain. But this appetizer is based on a more common
ingredient, catfish, and yields a finished product reminiscent of crab cakes at a
fraction of the cost.

P H O T O  B Y  R I C K  P A T R I C K

eggs, cooked onion and pepper and mix.
Add remaining ingredients except peanut
oil and flour and mix into firm consis-
tency that holds its shape. Form mixture
into six to 10 round cakes of equal size.
Heat enough peanut oil to fry cakes in
iron skillet or deep fryer to about 350
degrees. Just before frying, dust cakes
with flour. Fry, turning frequently, until
golden brown and drain on paper towels.
Serve with sauce of your choice.

G R I L L  S P I C E
1/4 cup black pepper
2 tablespoons kosher salt
4 tablespoons thyme
3 tablespoons garlic powder

2 1/2 tablespoons sugar
1/4 cup cumin
1/2 cup paprika

Combine and blend well and store in air-
tight container.

Serving size: 1 cake. Per serving: 222 calories, 9.9 g
protein, 15.2 g fat, 9.1 g carbohydrates, 192 mg
sodium, 63 mg cholesterol.

One of my favorite appetizers is one my dad used to
make when he’d host a barbecue. It has a simple
roster of ingredients, but the lip-smacking total sur-
passed the sum of the parts. Thinking about it
makes me want to grab a toothpick and dive right in.

B A R B E C U E D  S A U S A G E
1/4 cup butter
1 large onion, chopped
1 cup barbecue sauce
1 cup ketchup

1 1/2 tablespoons hot pepper sauce
1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce
1/3 cup vinegar
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

1 can (12 ounces) beer
1 whole lemon, chopped
1 link sausage

Simmer butter and onion in 1/3 cup water
in medium saucepan until onion is ten-
der. Add remaining ingredients except
sausage to onion mixture and cook
uncovered until thickened. Cut sausage
into bite-sized pieces (about 24).
Transfer sauce to Crock-Pot and add
sausage. Cook until sausage is heated
through.

Serving size: 2 pieces. Per serving: 127 calories, 1.6 g
protein, 5.1 g fat, 17.1 g carbohydrates, 591 mg sodium,
13 mg cholesterol.

C AT F I S H  C A K E S
1 pound fresh catfish fillets

2 tablespoons yellow onion, finely 
chopped

2 tablespoons green bell pepper, finely 
chopped

4 teaspoons oil
2 eggs, beaten
4 teaspoons Old Bay seasoning

1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1 cup dry bread crumbs

2 teaspoons lime juice

4 teaspoons Reata Grill Spice (recipe 
to follow)

2 teaspoons Tabasco sauce
2 teaspoons dried basil, crumbled

Peanut oil
All-purpose flour

In large pot of boiling water, poach catfish
15-20 minutes, until fish begins to flake
with a fork. Drain and allow to cool. In
large skillet, sauté onion and pepper in 
4 teaspoons oil until vegetables are soft;
set aside. When catfish is cool enough to
handle, crumble into large bowl. Add



1 cup grated mozzarella cheese
Combine all ingredients in a heavy
saucepan. Heat on medium-low heat
until cheese melts. Stir well and serve
hot.

Serving size: 1/4 cup. Per serving: 149 calories, 7.7 g
protein, 11.4 g fat, 3.2 g carbohydrates, 0.6 g fiber, 
168 mg sodium, 35 mg cholesterol.

DEBBIE GREEN

Comanche Electric Cooperative

C A J U N  P I N W H E E L S
1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, 

softened
Dash salt and pepper

1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/4 cup black olives
1/4 cup green olives
2 tablespoons finely chopped onion
1 cup Monterey jack cheese, shredded
1 pound cooked salad shrimp, deveined

and chopped
7 flour tortillas, room temperature

Combine cream cheese, spices, olives,
onion, cheese and shrimp in a small
bowl. Stir well. Spread over each tortilla,
then roll tightly. Cover with plastic wrap
and chill in refrigerator at least two
hours. Slice rolls 1/2 inch thick and layer
on platter.

Serving size: 3 slices. Per serving: 239 calories, 12.8 g
protein, 11.5 g fat, 19.2 g carbohydrates, 1.3 g fiber,
446 mg sodium, 74 mg cholesterol.

GINGER MARTIN

Pedernales Electric Cooperative

C H O C O L AT E  B A L L S
6 ounces semisweet chocolate chips

1/4 cup honey
2 1/2 cups crushed vanilla wafers

1/3 cup sweet red wine
2 cups ground walnuts

Granulated sugar
Melt chocolate chips with honey in
saucepan over low heat. Remove from
heat and stir in wafer crumbs, wine and
nuts. When cool enough to handle,
shape into 1-inch balls and roll in sugar.
Store in airtight container at least five
days to allow flavors to blend.

Serving size: 2 pieces. Per serving: 229 calories, 3.9 g
protein, 12 g fat, 26.6 g carbohydrates, 1.6 g fiber, 
74 mg sodium, trace cholesterol.

JOHN AND SHARI RUDY

Pedernales Electric Cooperative

PRESENTATION TIP
Serve Naturally
Use a hollow vegetable as a serving bowl.
For instance, use bell peppers of various
colors. Cut the tops off and take the seeds
out. Cut a thin slice off the bottoms to give
them a flatter surface to rest on, taking
care not to cut into the hollows. Fill them
with dip. Pumpkins or other hard-shelled
squash prepared in the same manner make
unusual soup bowls. A hollowed-out melon
will hold fruit salad.

CORRECTION AND 
CLARIFICATION
The directions for “Texas Today Cake” fea-
tured in January’s issue may have been
unclear. The sweet potato should be
cooked, peeled and mashed, and the beef
jerky should be chopped fine. In addition,
the correct spelling of the recipe contribu-
tor’s name is Mollie Hejl.

—KEVIN HARGIS

N A N N Y ’ S  I TA L I A N  S T U F F E D  M U S H R O O M S
12 large fresh mushrooms
2 tablespoons butter
1 medium onion, finely chopped

2 ounces pepperoni, diced
1/4 cup green bell pepper, finely chopped 
1 small clove garlic, minced

1/2 cup finely crushed crackers
3 tablespoons Parmesan cheese, finely 

grated
1 tablespoon snipped parsley

1/2 teaspoon seasoned salt
1/4 teaspoon oregano

Dash pepper
1/3 cup chicken broth

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Wash
mushrooms. Remove and finely chop
stems. Drain caps and allow to dry. Melt
butter in a skillet and add onion, pep-
peroni, bell pepper, garlic and chopped
mushroom stems. Cook until vegetables
are tender, but not brown. Remove from
heat and add cracker crumbs, cheese,
parsley, salt, oregano and pepper. Mix
well. Stir in chicken broth. Spoon stuff-
ing into mushroom caps, mounding
tops. Place caps in shallow baking dish
with about a quarter inch of water in
bottom. Bake 25 minutes or until heated
through.

Serving size: 1 mushroom. Per serving: 89 calories, 
4.3 g protein, 4.9 g fat, 7.9 g carbohydrates, 2.7 g
fiber, 244 mg sodium, 12 mg cholesterol.

COOK’S TIP
When choosing mushrooms at the store,
look for ones with moist, firm, uncracked
stems. The mushroom should have an even
color and not appear at all slimy.

P R A I R I E  F I R E  D I P
1/4 cup butter
1 medium onion
1 can (4 ounces) diced jalapeños
1 can (4 ounces) diced green chiles

1/2 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 teaspoon garlic powder
2 cups grated Cheddar cheese

H O M E  C O O K I N G

R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

August’s recipe contest topic is BUDGET STRETCHERS. When times get tough,
the tough get thrifty. Do you have any recipes that make for the best use of
inexpensive ingredients or repurpose leftovers? We’d also like to pass along
tips for stretching your food dollars. The deadline is APRIL 10.

Send recipes to Home Cooking, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You may also fax
them to (512) 763-3408, e-mail them to recipes@texas-ec.org, or submit online at www.texascoop
power.com. Please include your name, address and phone number, as well as the name of your 
electric co-op. The top winner will receive a copy of 60 Years of Home Cooking and a Texas-shaped
trivet. Runners-up will also receive a prize.

DEBBIE FOY Wood County Electric Cooperative
Prize-winning recipe: Nanny’s Italian Stuffed Mushrooms

If you like mushrooms, then you’re in for a treat with these beauties, which remind
one of miniature pizzas in a way. The flavors of pepperoni, pepper, onions and
spices blend nicely in this appetizer that will look great on the serving platter.

1st
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ALSO INCLUDES:
• Doctor visits
• Hospitalization*
• 24 hr. nurse hotline* 
• Eyeglasses
• Children’s braces
• Chiropractic and more

Designed for individuals 
and families.Finally,

Affordable
Healthcare!

• Medical
• Dental
• Vision
• Prescriptions

Entire Family 
Only

$59.93
• No restrictions on current health conditions 
No limitations on usage • No age restrictions

Leading The Way 
To Affordable Healthcare!

per month

CALL NOW!

1-800-509-3759
This program is not available in all states and is not insurance. Discounts 
are available only at participating providers and pharmacies. 30 day 
cancellation is available in certain states.*The 24-Hour Nurse 
Hotline  and  Hospitalization  are  not  available  in  all  states.

AD20081007
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30 x 50 x 10 galvalume metal $7,800 
price includes 12' sliding door and

one entry door and 10 year warranty 

8 6 6 -7 5 7- 6 5 6 1

WC POLE BARNS
14 years experience

HIGH RATES
on Bank CDs
TEXAS TOLL-FREE 
1-800-359-4940
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

Signal Securities, Inc.
5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

“Serving Customers All Over Texas”

All CDs are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FDIC. All
CDs are subject to availability. Securities offered through Signal
Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 700 Throckmorton, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76102 (817)877-4256.

1-866-377-2289
Selling for Less at ESS for over 20 years!

U S E D  C O N TA I N E R S

Equipment
Storage
Service

NEED LAND CLEARED? 
Underbrush and up to 6" dia. trees 
reduced to mulch. Leaves no unsightly
piles, and mulch helps lessen erosion.
Roads-Ponds-Culverts-Site Work-Dozers-Backhoes
Visit our website for more info, or call for a Free Quote!
979-830-5440 www.dirtworksoftexas.com

512-422-7950 • www.brushshark.com

BRUSH SHARK
Skid Steer mounted shear.
1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, 
mesquite.

30X50X10 SPECIAL
Galvalume. Material, Delivery, and const.

Factory trusses and screws.

TOLL FREE 1-866-456-0959

MID – AMERICA
POLE BARN COMPANY

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings

Ideal For:
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile

Call Toll Free 
Today for a

FREE!
INFORMATION PACKAGE

Our building consultants are ready to take your call1-800-668-5111 Ask 
for 
ext. 
91

• 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish
• Fully customized to meet your needs
• Factory-direct savings

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINER SALES
SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

40’ x 50’ x10’ = $10,251.00
40’ x 60’ x 12’  =$12,348.00
50’ x 100’ x 12’ =$22,534.00
60’ x 80’ x 14’ = $22,964.00

100’ x 150’ x 14’ =$61,583.00 
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE!

1-800-509-4949
www.accessiblebuildings.com

www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

Showroom located at 
4053 Acton Hwy in Granbury, TX

... or we will come to you!

888-825-2362

Baths Starting
at $2995

member Better Business Bureau

Now VA Approved

• Family-Owned, Texas-Built
• Lifetime guarantee against leaks*
• Fits any standard bathtub or

shower space
• Full installation available
• Great for circulation, arthritis,

stiff joints and relaxation
• Call for pricing and other details
• We do not believe in 

high-pressure sales tactics

JONES MACHINE
Machining, welding, fabricating, manufacturing since 1944.

(800) 919-4949 • Fax: (940) 552-6362
P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385 • www.dallasweb.com/jones

Delivered
Blade Width Cat HP WT Price

18" I 20-40 230 lb. $ 790
27" II 40-80 285 lb. $ 970
36" II or III 80-180 390 lb. $ 1,275

16" Skid-Steer Universal 30-100 380 lb. $ 1,385

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

• Kills tree by cutting roots 
6" to 8" underground 

• Effective on mesquite,
juniper, cedar, huisach and
other brush problems 

• 3-point category I, II or III
with reversible blade for
clearing fence rows

TIRED OF SPRAYING?

for over 36 years



3 4 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R A p r i l  2 0 0 9

L

O

N

E

S

T

A

R

v
M

A

R

K

E

T

W.D. Metal Buildings

Turn-Key Construction

Instant Quotes Online  www.wdmb.com

SIMPSON 
S T E E L  B U I L D I N G  C O M PA N Y
Serving the Industry for Over 25 Years!

NOT a “Round Top”!  •  NOT a “Pole Barn”!
100% All Steel!  •  Do It Yourself Kit!

1-800-203-2255
OVER 300 STANDARD SIZES

Fax 1-512-267-4329 FREE DELIVERY IN TEXAS!

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

Stilwell Construction
BARNS, SHOPS, GARAGES, SHEDS, STALLS, ETC.

1-866-211-8902
www.stilwell-const.com

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery.
Free Color Catalog. Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks,
Bantams, Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, Waterfowl.
Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, Equipment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280 (24 Hours A Day)
Murray McMurray Hatchery

C 122, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

30’ x 40’ x 10’  ........... $7,895

40’ x 60’ x 12’ ............ $13,987

60’ x 100’ x 14’ .......... $31,984

We are committed to providing the 
finest-quality steel buildings at the 

lowest possible price. 
Call for a FREE quote today!

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 4 3 . 5 5 5 5
www.heritagebuildings.comToll Free 1-888-320-7466

F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com
W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design.

Farm•Industrial •Commercial

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

(Local codes may affect prices)

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$36,648 

25 YEAR COLOR WARRANTY

Based In 
Texas

30’ x 50’ x 10’...............$8,999

40’ x 60’ x 12’...............$12,999

60’ x 100’ x 12’.............$25,855

80’ x 100’ x 14’.............$35,974

100’ x 150’ x 14’...........$69,995

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

Full Service Post-Frame Design & Construction Since 1992

No Money Down Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FAX: 1-866-582-1400

E-mail: sales@nationalbarn.com

Serving 27 States and Over 10,000 Customers

1-800-582-BARN(2276)

25% DISCOUNT 
on anything booked 
before 3/31/09

www.bucksandduckshuntinglodge.com

The North Texas Hunters Paradise
Bellevue, TX—1 1/2 hours northwest of Dallas

RO N N IE  &  GLO R IA  O G LE’S  

Bucks & Ducks
H U N T I N G  L O D G E

P O ST  F R A M E
B U I L D I N G
S P E C I A L I ST
877-301-3807
gotbarns.com

WATER 
PROBLEMS ??

NO MORE
IRON!
�

NO MORE
HARDNESS!

NO MORE
SULFUR!

�
NO MORE

BACTERIA!
PROBLEMS SOLVED WITH

�NO SALT & NO CHEMICALS
FREE BROCHURE~1-800-392-8882

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
www.waterproblems.net
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CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax

TOTAL $

$

$

Dept. 61640Therapeutic Spinal Alignment Pillow

Please Print Clearly

(96093)

____Therapeutic Spinal
Alignment Pillow(s) @ $12.97

PLEASE RUSH ME:

$

$

/

Name

Address

City ST Zip

�Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Charge my: � VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover®/NOVUSSMCards

Card#                                                          Expiration Date

Dream Products, Inc.
412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA  91496

SEND
ORDER

TO:

Realigns
Spine So You

Can Sit
PAIN FREE!

For Hours!

INSTANT RELIEF FROM BACK PAIN
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Therapeutic Spinal Alignment PillowPlace On Any:

•Chair
•Couch
•Stool
•Auto

•Restores
Correct
Spinal
Alignment

•Takes
Pressure
Off
Tailbone Painful

Misalignment
Pain Free
Alignment

$1297ONLY
FREE
SHIPPING

THE ONLY CUSHION YOU’LL
EVER WANT TO USE!

Dual-design system in this amazing
cushion has a cut-out section that
takes painful pressure off the tail-
bone. Gently-sloping wedge re-
aligns the spine so you can sit pain
free for hours.  Simply place on any
chair, couch or stool for instant,
ultra-soft relief.   Polyurethane foam
with washable polyester fleece
cover.  16” x 16” x 3”.  Hurry, order
today and get FREE SHIPPING!
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

Add $2.00 Handling 2.00

FREE SHIPPING FREE

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (           )WEB OFFERS
MAY VARY

ORDER TOLL FREE  1-800-530-2689
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FOR THE TOUGHEST JOBS ON PLANET EARTH.®
  1-800-966-3458   gorillatough.com   Made in U.S.A.

Mineral Wells, Texas
Independent Living  . . . . .$800
Assisted Living  . . . . . . .$1,650

Amenities:
• Errand Service • VA & CBA Assistance
• All Utilities • 3 Meals Daily
• Home Style Cooking • Free Telephone
• Medication Management • Basic Cable

PRIVATE ROOM

1-800-637-6078

OIL AND GAS
VALUES HAVE

FALLEN!

Contact Mark Beatty

(817) 237-5440
E M A I L

info@cobrapetroleum.com

W E B S I T E
www.cobrapetroleum.com

P L E A S E  C U T  O U T  A N D  S AV E

We pay top dollar for 

your minerals, royalties 

and other interests. 

We do all the paperwork

quickly so you can get your

money fast and easy!
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Dept. 61639

/

Name

Address

City ST Zip

�Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Charge my: � VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover®/NOVUSSMCards

Card#                                                          Expiration Date

Dream Products, Inc.
412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA  91496

SEND
ORDER

TO:Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

FREESHIPPING &
HANDLING

MEMORY
FOAM

INSOLES

NEW
DESIGN!
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24 Hour
Health Shoes

24 Hour
Health Shoes

ADJUSTABLE — CUSTOM FIT

THE LONGER YOU WEAR THEM...
THE BETTER YOUR FEET WILL FEEL!

•Diabetes
•Blisters
•Tired Feet
•Bunions
•Swollen Feet

NON
SLIP SAFETY SOLE

•REFRESH •REVITALIZE •INVIGORATE

SHOCK
ABSORBING

SOLE
IS

EASY
ON

LEGS, KNEE
&

ANKLES!

ONLY $1697

Adjustable Closure
Assures A

PERFECT FIT
EVERYDAY!

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com WEB OFFERS
MAY VARY(           )

ORDER TOLL FREE  1-800-530-2689

So Comfortable...You’ll
Never Want To Take Them Off 
These may very well be the most comfort-
able shoes you’ll ever slip your feet into.
Not only are they totally constructed of im-
ported plush polyester from heel to toe,
they have a memory foam insole that con-
forms to the exact shape of your foot for
ultimate comfort. If that’s not enough, the
top has a self closure that adjusts for an
even more custom fit. Also features a flexi-
ble TPR “rubber” sole for sure footing and
durability indoors or out. So comfortable
you might forget you’re wearing them.
Hurry, order today and get FREE SHIPPING
AND HANDLING.

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax $

TOTAL

$

$

#95021
Menʼs

S (6-7)
____

#95022
Menʼs

M (71⁄2-81⁄2)
____

#95023
Menʼs

L (9-10)
____

#95024
Menʼs

XL (11-12)
____

#95018
Ladiesʼ

M (61⁄2-71⁄2)
____

#95019
Ladiesʼ
L (8-9)
____

#95020
Ladiesʼ

XL(91⁄2-101⁄2)
____

#95017
Ladiesʼ

S (5-6)
____

$

_____ Pr(s) 24 Hour Health Shoes @ $16.97pr.

INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDER SIZE 24 HOUR HEALTH SHOES

Shipping & Handling Add $3.95    FREE 
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Find your perfect place in the country, then call Capital Farm 
Credit. We are experts in rural home lending, and we also share our 
earnings. We’ve returned almost $200 million to our customers.

Room to roam. 
The serenity of nature. 
A home away from home.

CapitalFarmCredit.com   877-944-5500

T E X A S ’  L A R G E S T  R U R A L  L E N D E R

Part of the Farm Credit System

F I N A N C I N G  F O R

Rural Land  Country Homes  Farms & Ranches  
Livestock & Equipment  Operating Capital

We’re the answer.

want a place for  
family time

When you want a place for  
        family time
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Save Money
Save Energy
Save the Planet

Save Money
Save Energy
Save the Planet

For buying information, call 

1-866-390-4832

Marathon
Water Heaters
Marathon
Water Heaters

E A R T H  I M A G E :  H T T P : / / V I S I B L E E A R T H . N A S A . G O V /

• Incredible energy efficiency
saves you money.

• Highly efficient manufacturing
process uses recycling.

• Insulated with Envirofoam 
Insulation,® a CFC- and HCFC-
free product that helps protect
the planet. 

Full Color, Hardbound, 
More than 600 Recipes

From 60 Years of Texas Co-op Power

Get yours today at 
www.texascooppower.com

S I X  D E C A D E S  
of Texas’ Favorite

Foods, Fads & Facts

S I X  D E C A D E S  
of Texas’ Favorite

Foods, Fads & Facts
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Own this complete set of 10 mint stamps honoring
Great American Indian Chiefs for just $2.

These brave men sought to preserve their proud
traditions. Capture the dignity and wisdom of each
great chief.

Send today and you’ll also receive special collec-
tor’s information and other interesting stamps on
approval. Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit one set at
this price.

American Indians Chiefs Stamps
� Yes! Send me the complete American Indians mint stamp set.
Enclosed is $2. Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit one set at this special price.

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________

Please send payment with coupon to:
Mystic Stamp Company, Dept. NL243
9700 Mill Street, Camden, NY 13316-9111

�

Great American
Indian Chiefs

Complete Mint
Stamp Set
– only $2

www.BrooksideUSA.com  WE DELIVER EVERYWHERE

Katy, TX 
(281) 391-2165

Spring, TX 
(281) 353-0204 

Jersey Village, TX 
(713) 466-7456

Houston, TX 
(713) 943-7100 

League City, TX 
(281) 338-1300 

SW Houston, TX 
(713) 541-3535 

          The     BROOKSIDE 
   ADVANTAGE

 CONVENIENCE:  6 locations
 EXPERIENCE: 34 years in business
 EXPERTISE: Gold Star Certified Dealer 
 SERVICE: On Site Field Service
 STRONG: More than 100 employees  
  supporting your equipment

This Spring, Make it a Deere.

*Offer ends 4/30/09. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Residency restrictions apply;  
other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options.  

Available at participating dealers. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Installment Plan. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the  
monthly payment. †Example: based on a purchase of $19,999 with $0 down payment, monthly payment of $322 at 4.9% APR for 72 months. ^Example: based on a purchase 

of $15,999 with $0 down payment, monthly payment of $249 at 7.99% APR for 84 months. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme,  
the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

 56HP, 2WD Utility Tractor 
 512 Loader  
 Canopy

Package Includes:
 31.4HP, 4WD Compact Tractor 
 305 Loader  
 Canopy

Package Includes:

5203 Tractor Package 3032E Tractor Package

$19,999 $322/mo*†or
/

/
$15,999 $249/mo*^or

/
/

BRO5x50401TCP-4C

Price includes material delivery, construction, 
1 pre-hung door, 1 sliding door, factory trusses 
that meet the new 90+ mph wind load require-
ment, 6 skylights and warranty on labor and 
materials.

Ask for our brochure. Prices may be higher 
south of College Station & west of Abilene.

30x50x10
GALVANIZED ENCLOSED

$6,29500

40x60x12
WITH 15X60 SHED

GALVANIZED

$11,79500

COLOR
AND OTHER SIZES 

AVAILABLE 

8:00 to 5:00 Mon. to Fri.
8:00 to 12:00 Sat. CST

1-800-766-5793
www.bcibarns.com

e-mail: barn@azalea.net

rrs TM

BARN BUILDERS

$8,45000 $15,15000
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For the Location Nearest You:
800-447-7436, ask for ext. 1

mortonbuildings.com/Texas.aspx

Reference Code 537

Morton Buildings is a registered trademark of Morton Buildings, Inc.
All rights reserved. The statements and opinions about products 

expressed here are those of specific customers and should not be 
construed to represent all buildings or products sold, manufactured, 

distributed, or constructed by Morton Buildings.

Buda, TX

“…it’s a perfect
complement 

to our house, and we’re
just as proud of the barn

as we are of our house…” 
John S. 

Argyle, Texas

The 
Attractive

Alternative

Texas Locations:
Amarillo • Houston • McKinney

San Antonio • Waco

Bandera, TX

#3369/#107-2328

#3371/#107-2292

#26629

To prevent digging accidents, always contact a  
One-Call center at least 48 hours before you plan to do any digging 
project.  811 is the national One-Call number that will help protect 
you from unintentionally hitting underground pipelines.

When you dial 8-1-1, our pipeline company will be contacted by the 
One-Call center and we will send a representative to the site to mark the 
location of our pipeline on your property for free. Some underground 
utilities, such as customer-owned utilities located on private property, 
may not be located or marked through this service.

Four simple steps can prevent most third-party pipeline accidents:
 

DIAL 811 
WAIT 48 hours for the site to be marked 
RESPECT the marks 
DIG with care

 
Never assume you know where underground pipelines are located.  
Always call 811 before any digging project.
 
This safety message was brought to you by...
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F O C U S  O N  T E X A S

Upcoming in Focus on Texas
ISSUE SUBJECT DEADLINE

June Stained Glass Windows Apr 10

July Vacation Photos May 10

Aug Sisters Jun 10

Sep Texas Skyscapes Jul 10

Oct Cowgirls Aug 10

Nov Daredevils Sep 10

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS is the topic for our JUNE
2009 issue. Send your photo—along with your name,
address, daytime phone, co-op affiliation and a brief
description—to Stained Glass Windows, Focus on Texas,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701, before
April 10. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be
included if you want your entry returned (approximately
six weeks). Please do not submit irreplaceable photo-
graphs—send a copy or duplicate. We regret that Texas
Co-op Power cannot be responsible for photos that are
lost in the mail or not received by the deadline. Please note
that we cannot provide individual critiques of submitted
photos. If you use a digital camera, e-mail your highest-
resolution images to focus@texas-ec.org, or submit
them on our website at www.texascooppower.com.

1 This rusty, functional railroad

bridge carries trains safely into

the East Texas town of Liberty.

Thank you to Sam Houston

Electric Cooperative member

Mindy Bortz for giving us a dif-

ferent and artful way of looking at

something we pass by every day. 

1 Guadalupe Valley Electric Cooperative member Holly Norris sent us

this photo taken in Brackenridge Park in San Antonio. The San

Antonio Zoo Eagle, the miniature train that travels these bridged

tracks through the San Antonio Zoo and the park, has been in opera-

tion since 1956. It has withstood several derailments, a couple of colli-

sions and even a modern-day train robbery in the summer of 1970.

5 Go to Goliad State Park in South Texas, and you’ll find this shaded,

wooden pathway. We fell in love with this pedestrian bridge, which

looks like it’s stepping away from the fast and modern world and back

to the days of Huck Finn. Wendy Riggs of Floresville sent us this nos-

talgic photo; her parents, Weldon and Sally Riggs, are members of

Karnes Electric Cooperative.

1 Fayette Electric Cooperative

member Paul Bailey sent in this

photo which quickly became one

of our favorites. This covered

bridge–which looks like some-

thing out of a fairy tale–is not

located in New England; rather,

it spans a small stream on his

friend’s property near Houston.

7 If it could talk, this no-longer-

functioning bridge near Utley

would have lots of stories to tell.

Jan Emerson Riley sent us this

photo; she and her husband are

members of Bluebonnet Electric

Cooperative.

BRIDGES

Whether crossing a small, narrow ravine or a deep, wide canyon, bridges make

safe what was once the path impassable. Obstacles come in all sizes, and no matter

your transportation, be it by foot, auto or locomotive, you’re sure to get where

you’re going across these timeworn Texas treasures. —ASHLEY CLARY
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A P R I L  
01 ROUND TOP [1–4]

Spring Antiques Fair, 
(979) 249-4042,
www.roundtop.org

02 GRANBURY
Concert on the Lawn,
(817) 279-1164, www.tarle
ton.edu/~langdoncenter

03 DE LEON
Penny Auction, 
(254) 893-4824

03 GRAPEVINE [3–4]

Texas Sew Down, 
1-888-739-0555,
www.dzgns.com/texsew
down.php

PRIDDY [3–4]

Texas Truck & Tractor
Pulling, (254) 968-2587,
www.tttpa.com

04 FLATONIA
Crawfest, (361) 865-3920,
www.flatoniachamber.com

HICO
Billy the Kid & Pioneer
Day Festival, 
(254) 796-2523

MILLICAN
A Step Back in Time Tea,
(979) 680-1099

NAVASOTA
Don’t Mess with Texas
Trash Off, 
(936) 825-4754

VICTORIA
Jazz Celebration, 
(361) 572-2787

11 JARRELL
City of Jarrell’s 
100th Year Celebration, 
(512) 746-4593,
www.jarrelltexas.us

SAN SABA
Pecan Palooza Texas
Music Festival, 
(325) 372-5144

12 GRUENE
Gospel Brunch with 
a Texas Twist, 
(830) 629-5077,
www.gruenehall.com

04 WESLACO
Texas Onion Fest, 
(956) 968-2102,
www.weslaco.com

WOODVILLE
Tyler County Dogwood
Festival, (409) 283-2632,
www.tylercountydogwood
festival.org

KINGSLAND [4–5]

House of Arts & Crafts
Spring Craft Show, 
(325) 388-6159,
www.kingslandcrafts.com

FREDERICKSBURG [4–17]

Wildflower Celebration, 
1-800-848-0078,
www.wildseedfarms.com

05 COLUMBUS 
Easter Cantata, 
(979) 732-8385

11 CLEBURNE
Iris Show, 
(254) 854-2558

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS

3
GRAPEVINE

Texas Sew Down

4
FLATONIA

Crawfest

Got that 
swing?

* Offer ends 4/30/2009. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Installment Plan. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly payment. Price and model 
availability vary by dealer. Price, payment, and financing subject to change without notice. †Example: based on a purchase of $22,998 with $0 down payment, monthly payment of $369 at 4.9% 
APR for 72 months. ^Example: based on a purchase of $19,998 with $0 down payment, monthly payment of $309 at 7.9% APR for 84 months. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the 
leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

Over 100 Customized Tractor Packages Available

www.tractorpackages.com

WE DELIVER NATIONWIDE
'

'

'

$19,998

$22,998

$309/mo*^

$369/mo*†

or

or
4WD models available for an additional 

HOU5X50401TCP-4C
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AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS
17 CLEVELAND [17–18]

Livestock Show & Rodeo,
(281) 659-5973,
www.angelfire.com/folk/
dairyday

HENDERSON [17–18]

Antique Tractor & Engine
Show, (903) 657-2161,
www.hendersontx.us

PORT ARTHUR [17–18]

Mercado Days Latino Fest,
(409) 983-4006

SALADO [17–18]

Gospel Festival, 
(254) 947-9205

17 BOERNE [17–19]

Parade of Artists, 
(830) 816-2345,
www.boerneart.com

BURTON [17–19]

Cotton Gin Festival, 
(979) 289-3378,
www.cottonginmuseum.org

LITTLEFIELD [17–19]

XIT Heritage Bluegrass
Festival, (806) 385-3870

TERRELL [17–19]

Heritage Jubilee, 
1-877-837-7355,
www.terrelltexas.com

18 BANDERA
International Goat
Spectacular Cabrito &
Bar-B-Cue Cook-Off,
(830) 460-4766,
www.banderarealestate.com

DENTON
North Texas Book Festival,
(940) 464-3368,
www.ntbf.org

24 GEORGETOWN [24–26]

Red Poppy Festival, 
(830) 997-8515, 
www.redpoppyfestival.com

LINDEN [24–26]

Wildflower Trails of Texas
Festival, (903) 796-3003,
www.lindenwildflower
trails.com

17
BOERNE

Parade of Artists

25
CASTROVILLE
A Spring Faire with a
Renaissance Flaire

18 JACKSONVILLE
Crisis Center Duck Race,
(903) 586-9118

MILAM
Pioneer Trade Day, 
(409) 787-4088

VICTORIA
Jazz Celebration & Market
Days, (361) 572-2787

WIMBERLEY
Butterfly Festival, 
(512) 847-6969,
www.emilyann.org

EDOM [18–19]

An Old Fashioned Street
Fair, (214) 478-8999

21 CANYON [21–24] 

Week of the Young Child,
(806) 651-2258,
www.panhandleplains.org

24 DUBLIN [24–25]

Cowboy Culture
Celebration, 
(254) 592-1653,
www.cowboyculture
celebration.com

25
CASTROVILLE
A Spring Faire with a
Renaissance Flaire

100%
Financing!*

*(w.a.c.)

100%
Financing!*

*(w.a.c.)

FREE
Installation!

1st 20 Pools
Olympic Pools only

FREE
Installation!

1st 20 Pools
Olympic Pools only

Includes:
Sundeck,
Fence & Filter
Installation Extra

Homeowners!
Call Us Now!

Free Backyard Survey!
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
The
Mariner
31’x19’ o.d.
Family Size Pool

Olympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic PoolOlympic Pool

1-888-590-64661-888-590-6466

$980$980
Sunshine
Backyard

Pools
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25 ABILENE
Kiwanis Club Pancake
Day, (325) 673-1341

CARRIZO SPRINGS
Bull Riding Scholarship
Fundraiser, Bull-Nanza &
5K Run, (830) 876-5205

CASTROVILLE
A Spring Faire with a
Renaissance Flaire, 
(830) 538-9182

COMANCHE
Gospel Music Jamboree,
(325) 356-3233

25 GONZALES
Antique Appraisals, 
(830) 672-6532,
www.gonzalestexas.com

LA PORTE
Sylvan Beach Festival 
& Crawfish Jam, 
(281) 471-1123,
www.laportechamber.org

LULING
Zedler Mill Classic Canoe
Race, (830) 875-3214, ext.
4, www.zedlermill.com

PRINCETON
Onion Festival, 
(469) 952-5400, ext.
3508, www.princeton
onionfestival.com

02 BRENHAM
Country Flavors Festival, 
1-888-273-6426,
www.downtownbrenham
.com

HUNTSVILLE
Airing of the Quilts, 
(936) 295-2150,
www.tallpinesquiltguild
.com

WHITEWRIGHT [2–3]

Winery & Rose Tour,
(903) 364-2000

25 WALLER
Demolition Derby, 
(281) 813-6665 

CISCO [25–26]

Civic League Folklife
Festival, (254) 442-3827

26 BELLVILLE
Fruehling Saengerfest,
(979) 865-0935

30 HELOTES [4/30–5/3]

Cornyval & PRCA Rodeo,
(210) 695-2103

PORT NECHES [4/30–5/3]

Riverfest & Classic Car
Show, (409) 722-9154

M A Y
01 GONZALES

Country Music Show,
(830) 672-6532,
www.gonzalestexas.com

Everything’s bigger in Texas,
including this list of events. 
To see them all, please go to 
www.texascooppower.com.

Event information can be
mailed to Around Texas, 1122
Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701, faxed to
(512) 763-3407, e-mailed to
aroundtx@texas-ec.org, or
submitted on our website at
www.texascooppower.com.
Please submit events for June
by April 10. 

30
PORT NECHES

Riverfest & Classic Car Show

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS

Demo Homesites
For 2009 SeasonWANTED:

PRE-
APPROVED
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

WE 
CONSIDER
ANYTHING 
ON TRADE!

VISIT
US ON THE

WEB!

Display The KAYAK Maintenance-Free Pool And $AVE $$!
Call to Qualify for this Limited Time Opportunity

An investment that pays your family
dividends for a lifetime!

www.swimtexas.com
Staycation at Home in 2009!

www.swimtexas.com

1-800-SWIMTEXAS
(1-800-794-6839)

A family owned and operated Texas Company since 1986.

Your dreams can come true with a quality,
custom-built home on your land — from

United-Bilt Homes. Add our easy financing
and the new $8,000 tax credit, and

you’re practically home free!

dream home

Now with 7 new Texas locations!
Austin, Beaumont, Cleveland, Corpus Christi, 

Dallas, Ft. Worth, Houston, San Antonio, 
Sherman, Terrell, Texarkana, and Tyler

  ubh.com    800.756.2506    *WAC     

$8,000 Tax Credit!
Zero down ~ 100% Financing
No payments for 6 months!



Receive some of the benefits 
of aerobic exercise without 

stress or impact on the joints!

If you suffer from

Invest in your health today…it’s a sure thing.

Save $100 on reconditioned units when available.

 Stress
 Headaches
 High Blood Pressure
 Arthritis
 Fibromyalgia
 Joint Pain

 Restless Legs Syndrome
 Poor Circulation
 Insomnia
 Sleep Apnea

 Constipation
 Back Pain
 Diabetes
 Neuropathy
 Edema

Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations
Enjoy the benefits of 
passive exercise—just lie 
down, place your ankles 
on the ankle rest and let 
the machine do the work. 

When you turn the 
machine on, it creates a 
2", right to left movement 
that gently moves the 
body back and forth. 

This gentle swinging 
motion cycles up through 
the whole body, creating 
an exercise movement 
without stress or impact 
on the joints. 

These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases.Price, terms and conditions subject to change without notice.

$464.95

240 Berg Road, Salina, KS 67401

ClarkClark E N T E R P R I S E S  2 0 0 0  I N C
T he helping people feel better company

Use code C500 when ordering 
by phone or website and 

receive a promotional price of 

$389.95 and FREE shipping 
in the contiguous United States. 1-800-748-7172

www.clarkenterprises2000.com

90 Day No Risk  
Money Back Guarantee. 
If you are not completely 
satisfied, you can return 

the machine for a  
full refund.

Energize the body

Increase circulation 
throughout the body

Relaxation of the 
back muscles

Helps relieve stiffness 
from head to toe

Increased mobility

I have had pain in both of my 
knees since I had them replaced in 2000. I use the Exerciser 
2000 when I first get up in the morning and the last thing at 
night before I go to bed. After a couple of days I worked up to a full 16 minute session. What a blessing! I have no pain, can walk better, keep my balance better 

and am so grateful, at 77, to lead a normal life again. I thank you so much.—Gwen S. I have loved your product for 
many years now and couldn’t 
live without one. It truly is the 
best product on the market…
and I would never pay a 
person to do what this does 
better. You have the control 
of it all…and I love that. It 
definitely pays for itself many 
times over!!—Kathy C.

I am 76 years old, heavy, stiff 

with arthritis and a leukemic 

for the past nine years. Using 

your machine twice a day 

has made me feel ten years 

younger. I also have a great 

deal more energy. When you 

say that your company is in the 

business of “helping people feel 

better”, it is no fib!—Kate B.

I have had such lower back 
pain that I could hardly 
stand it. I saw your ad two 
years ago and thought it 
wouldn’t help me. But, I 
ordered one anyway. I have 
used it for four months now. 
I have very little back pain, 
am more regular, and I sleep 
much better thanks to the 
Exerciser 2000.—C. Cordes

Are you unable to do aerobic type exercise such as
 Running  Jumping  Swimming  Bicycling?

You will enjoy using 
the Exerciser 2000 ™

As a Chiropractor, I would say 

the Exerciser 2000 enables people 

to benefit themselves at home. 

It is a valuable asset in moving 

lymph fluid, oxygenating the 

blood, increasing immune system 

function, maintaining mobility 

in the spine, and freeing up a 

spine that had become stiff and 

arthritic.—Garry Gorsuch, D.C.

I am 97 years old and have 
edema in my left foot and 
leg. My daughter saw the 
Exerciser 2000 in an ad and 
encouraged me to try it. It is 
helping a lot and I feel alive 
again. Thank you!—Grace R.

For additional information 
and more reviews from our 

satisfied customers visit

Features

 facility 

 

—one for relaxation 

—one for energizing
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MARSHALL
Back on I-20, proceed to Marshall,
which is also just north of the freeway.
Marshall is best known for its venerable
pottery works, MARSHALL POTTERY,

founded in 1895. Today, it still produces
wheel-thrown utilitarian gray stoneware,
the only company in Texas to do so. One
can be transfixed watching the artisans
carefully shaping pots and bowls at their
wheels. They use the same local white

clay the Caddo Indians
worked with. In addition to
its distinctive stoneware,
the pottery company puts
most of its efforts these days
in mass-produced earthen-
ware flower pots, which go
for a song.

The Christmas season is
a good time to go to Mar-
shall for the WONDER LAND

OF LIGHTS when more than
125,000 lights embellish
the historic courthouse,
and businesses and neigh-
borhoods also get into the
act. 

And then there’s the
lovely MICHELSON MUSEUM OF ART, estab-
lished in 1985 to care for the life work of
Russian-American artist Leo Michelson
(1887-1978). The museum has more
than 1,000 paintings, drawings and
prints donated by Michelson’s wife.
They made their circuitous way to
Marshall via Wendy Reves, a Marshall-
born high-fashion model who married
Winston Churchill’s publisher and
made Michelson’s acquaintance—along
with all the other great names of her
period on the continent. The museum
has two rare candid portraits of Chur-
chill, the only ones he sat for. 

Across the street from the historic
courthouse, OS2 RESTAURANT  & PUB is a
great place for a fine meal. If you’re 
in the mood for soul food, try P&J at
506 E. Travis St.
Convention and Visitors Bureau: (903) 935-

7868, ext. 12, http://visitmarshalltexas.org

Marshall Pottery: (903) 938-9201, www

.marshallpotterystore.com

Kaye Northcott is editor of Texas Co-op
Power.

It’s possible to stay on Interstate 20 and
speed right by Tyler, Longview and
Marshall on the route to Shreveport,
Louisiana, but you would miss three
gems of East Texas that lie just off the
freeway along a 70-mile stretch of dense
pines and hardwoods. No doubt origi-
nally fueled by oil wealth and the lumber
and cotton industries, the fine arts
museums are especially remarkable.
They would make a nice tour by them-
selves. Be sure to check
museum hours. All three
towns also have elegant
bed-and-breakfasts, historic
homes and buildings, and
antiques galore.

TYLER
Traveling east on Interstate
20, take a jog south to Tyler
on U.S. Highway 69,
returning to the interstate
via U.S. Highway 271. Tyler
is known as the Rose
Capital of the World, and
the 14-acre MUNICIPAL ROSE

GARDEN is a must-see with
its vast formal displays of
All-America roses. In October, the town
goes all out for the annual TEXAS ROSE

FESTIVAL, where the queen and her
attendants, wearing a king’s ransom in
beaded finery, reign from imaginative
floats. In the rose garden complex is a
museum dedicated to the Rose Festival,
the gowns and Tyler’s role in the rose
industry. 

The TYLER MUSEUM OF ART has a per-
manent collection focusing on early and
modern Texas artists. On an equally
genteel note, one can view antebellum
furniture at the GOODMAN MUSEUM.

Children will enjoy several of Tyler’s
other museums, including HARROLD’S

MODEL TRAIN MUSEUM, THE DISCOVERY

SCIENCE PLACE, THE HISTORIC AVIATION

MEMORIAL MUSEUM and BROOKSHIRE’S

WORLD OF WILDLIFE MUSEUM & COUNTRY

STORE, which has a replica of a 1926
grocery store. And don’t forget the
CALDWELL ZOO. Phew. There’s more. But
we must get on to Longview, which
brushes I-20 on its southern edge.
Convention and Visitors Bureau: 1-800-235-

5712, www.visittyler.com

TYLER to
MARSHALL

From All-America roses to great

American art, there’s a lot to like on

this short excursion.

BY KAYE NORTHCOTT

H I T  T H E  R O A D

Texas Rose Festival and Museum: (903) 597-

3130, www.texasrosefestival.com/museum/

garden.htm

LONGVIEW
Perhaps the best time to visit Longview
is in July during the GREAT TEXAS

BALLOON RACE, the state’s largest sanc-
tioned balloon event. These magnifi-
cent inflatables are wonderful to watch
on a sunny day, but even better on
Friday and Saturday evenings during
Balloon Glow. As the sun sets, the oper-
ators tie down their beauties and let
visitors come up close to see how the
balloons are fired up and inflated. 

Any time of year is good for viewing
historic homes and buildings down-
town. And don’t forget the GREGG

COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM. Also
downtown is the LONGVIEW MUSEUM OF

FINE ARTS, which has six permanent
collections. 
Convention and Visitors Bureau: (903) 753-

3281, www.longviewtx.com

The Great Texas Balloon Race: (903) 753-3281,

www.gtbr.net
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