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ALWAYS IN 
SEASON

A Mueller metal roof can help you save 
money on home energy costs year round.  
Along with the utility savings, many 
insurance companies may offer discounts up 
to 35% for homes with a metal roof. Another 
reason why Mueller just makes sense.
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Sunday Best
By Camille Wheeler
Photos by Rick Patrick

The four stops on Central Texas’ official
painted churches tour are not museum
pieces, existing for placement under an
architectural microscope. These are living,
breathing churches with active congrega-
tions, weekly Masses and wildly popular
annual picnics.

Underwater Theater
By Melissa Gaskill

The Flower Garden Banks National
Marine Sanctuary, located off the coasts of
Texas and Louisiana, provides spectacular
viewing for scuba divers. 

V O L U M E  6 8   N U M B E R  6

C O V E R  P H O T O Polka dancers Ben and Rene Sustr by Rick Patrick
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Texas Co-op Power is published by your

electric cooperative to enhance the qual-

ity of life of its member-customers in an

educational and entertaining format.
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TexasCoopPower.com
The following December stories are available 
on our website.

Texas Reader by Connie Strong
RoseAleta Laurell: the Librarian on the Roof

Observations by Sheryl Smith-Rodgers
Finding Closure on a Special Friendship
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                        Footnotes by Martha Deeringer Judge Roy Bean   3 3

                          Recipe Roundup Holiday Recipe Contest   3 4

                                   Focus on Texas Fun With Photoshop  3 9

                                 Around Texas Local Events Listings  4 0
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extends to 15 to 20 years, not
too many people will consider
that a reasonable investment.
Leaving those figures out is
misleading.

MAX HOLLAND
Guadalupe Valley Electric

Cooperative

Editor’s note: You can find
much more information about
the details of each winning
home, including total parts
and labor costs, by following
the Complete Case Studies
link in the online story at
TexasCoopPower.com.

SHIPBUILDING IN ORANGE
Your article on Orange’s 
shipbuilding boom [October
2011] brought me back to 
my Navy days. I served from
October 1958 to October
1960 on the USS Meredith
DD-890. She was commis-
sioned December 31, 1945, 
at Orange. During my tour 
of duty on the “Merry”
Meredith, we made 18 ports
in nine countries. What a 
way to serve your country 
as a 19- and 20-year-old!

DICK MARTIN
Magic Valley Electric Cooperative

THE ARENA OF LIFE
Your feature article “Showtime”
[October 2011] brought a flood
of emotions and memories.
Words can hardly express the
cherished lessons of life that I
learned in my time of showing
some 30 years ago. I felt as if I
were back in that barn with my
show steer, “Specks,” who was
the grand champion at the
State Fair of Texas in October
1975. And yes, my boys now
show, and it is, in my opinion,
one of the best teachers of the
life lessons of responsibility,
hard work and, of course, that
cherished relationship with
your show animal. Thank you,
Camille Wheeler, for describing
what so many youths experi-
ence in this arena of life!

KELLY HUSTON
Cooke County Electric Cooperative

Camille Wheeler mentions the
bond between the children and
their show animals—how they
care and love their animals,
then briefly mentions the sad-
ness of separation once the
animals are sold. I doubt few 
of our children know the real
truth as to what happens once
the sale is final. The animals
are often sold to factory farms
where they are confined in
compact, unsanitary quarters
and then led to an inhumane
death. If the children who
raised and nurtured these ani-
mals knew the real truth, I
doubt they would ever sell them.

GREG HALL
CoServ Electric

HOME ENERGY MAKEOVERS
The stories in the Home
Energy Makeover contest are
interesting [October 2011],
but fall well short of the com-

plete story. In fairness, you
should always include the full
costs of the installation of
the changes, including parts
and labor, and, given current
energy costs for the resi-
dence, the payback for those
costs—the real rate of return.

Depending, a five- to
seven-year payback would be
reasonable for most home-
owners. But if the payback

Though Ginger Mynatt is billed
as a fiction writer, she told the
truth about Orange and the
shipbuilding boom in the early
1940s. My dad was one of the
East Texas clodhoppers who
went to work in the shipyard,
after being trained as a welder.

TOM HANSON
Wood County Electric Cooperative

COMING BACK FOR SECONDS
I’m a well-traveled old-timer
who enjoys cooking and eating
good food from all over the
world. When I read the Septem -
ber 2011 issue, the recipes sub-
mitted by Betty Maskey, Sandy
Becker, Kathy Buley and Ellen
Squier really caught my eye.
The recipes were out of the
mainstream because of the
combinations of ingredients
they offered. I followed all their
directions religiously and pre-
pared four of the best meals my
wife and I have EVER eaten. 

DOUG MOORE
Pedernales Electric Cooperative

Simple Photos, Fantastic Storytelling
I was particularly taken with the cemetery photos in 
your October 2011 Focus on Texas section. The contrast
between a dark gravestone seemingly rising from a field 
of vibrant wildflowers was touching and effective, as were
the images of simple but chilling epitaphs to the deadly
Galveston hurricane in 1900. Sometimes a simple photo
can carry a lot of storytelling in a small frame!

Dave Garlock, Senior Lecturer in Journalism,
Magazine Sequence Head, University of Texas, 

Pedernales Electric Cooperative

POWERtalk
Letters from Texas Co-op Power Readers

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/Share
E-MAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com
MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power, 1122
Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701
Please include your town and electric co-op.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.
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at TexasCoopPower.com

Find more letters in the 
November Table of Contents.

Sign up for our E-Newsletter 
for monthly updates, 

prize drawings and more!
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Cable, satellite and other set-top
boxes that run nonstop, sending sig-
nals to TVs or digital video recorders
(DVRs), are racking up more kilo-

watt-hours (kWh) than some new refriger-
ators. And consumers are paying the price
on their electricity bills.

In 2010, set-top boxes in the U.S. con-
sumed approximately 27 billion kWh,
according to a recent study by the National
Resources Defense Council (NRDC). That
amount, according to the NRDC, is equiva-
lent to the average annual output of nine
500-megawatt power plants.

There are about 160 million set-top
boxes installed in homes nationwide, one
for every two people, the NRDC reports.
DVRs, which use about 40 percent more
energy per year than nonrecording set-top
boxes, have also gained popularity.

A set-top box and high-definition DVR
combined, which often run 24 hours a day,
use more electricity than many other high-
energy users in the home—more energy
than a 21-cubic-foot, Energy Star-rated
refrigerator or some central air-condition-
ing units, the NRDC reports.

Set-top boxes and DVRs are similar to
computers, with components such as hard
drives and processors that draw power as
long as they are plugged in. Because most
set-top boxes and DVRs don’t have a standby
or sleep mode—the “off” button often only
dims the digital clock—they consume power
even when not in active use.

So, according to the study, the devices
consume about two-thirds of their electricity

when no one is using them to watch TV or
record shows. These kWh cost Americans
approximately $2 billion a year. 

Earlier this year, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) issued new
Energy Star requirements specifying that
cable and satellite boxes use at least 40
percent less energy than comparable
brands and enter into a “deep-sleep” mode
when not in use to wear the Energy Star
brand.

Previous standards called for Energy
Star-rated set-top boxes to be 30 percent
more energy efficient than conventional
models. Energy Star standards are volun-
tary guidelines to which manufacturers
adhere to obtain the government’s energy-
efficient certification.

Consumers who receive set-top boxes
and DVRs from their cable or satellite
service providers might be able to request
an energy-efficient model. However, more
efficient designs and Energy Star products
might not always be available.  

Until more energy-efficient designs
reach the market, consumers themselves
have to control the amount of power drawn
when these devices are not in use. But
because some service providers perform
system maintenance while set-top boxes
are on, and the purpose of a DVR is to
have an ever-ready recording device, saving
energy is more complicated than just
pulling the plug. Powering down takes
planning. Making that effort, according to
Consumer Reports, could save consumers
money on their electric bills. 

Energy Thieves
Watch out: You might be paying the price
for power-greedy TV set-top boxes

By Suzanne Haberman

POWERconnections
Energy and Innovation News—People, Places and Events in Texas 

Energy-Saving
Tips for Set-Top
Boxes and DVRs
Saving energy with digital
video recorders (DVRs) and
set-top boxes, such as a cable
box, takes some planning, but
a few steps can help you
reduce your home entertain-
ment center’s electricity use.
Here are some suggestions:

Use surge protectors or
timers. Cutting power to the
TV and speakers does not dis-
rupt most entertainment sys-
tems, but unplugging set-top
boxes and DVRs can interfere
with automatic updates and
recording. 

Follow these steps to
power down these devices to
reduce the risk of missing
your favorite shows:

• Plug all home entertain-
ment components (TV, set-top
boxes, DVR, speakers, etc.)
into a power strip or surge
protector.

• Plug the power strip into
a timer.

• Set the timer to turn the
power off when you are not
watching TV or recording
shows. For example, if you’re
not using the devices between
midnight and 5 a.m., set the
timer to turn off at midnight
and turn on again at 5 a.m.

• Plug the timer into an
outlet. 

Tech Tips: 
• Ask your service provider

for a schedule of system main-
tenance or updates, and make
sure your devices are on when
the updates occur.

• Give your set-top box
and/or DVR enough time to
reboot. Start-up times can vary
anywhere from five to 45 min-
utes, so it’s a good idea to do a
test run and plan ahead for
rebooting. Exercise due dili-
gence in applying these findings
to their specific needs.
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WHO KNEW?

BY ASHLEY CLARY-CARPENTER
Ask almost any Government-in-Action Youth Tour participant about
the experience of visiting our nation’s capital, and you will likely
hear: “It was the trip of a lifetime.”

On the annual pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., sponsored by
electric cooperatives across the
nation, students see monuments,
memorials and historic sites. For
many, it’s their first trip outside
Texas. They have the chance to be
independent and find themselves.
Kaelyn McPherson and Seth King
found each other.

On the night before the 2005
Youth Tour, Kaelyn and Seth arrived
at a hotel in Irving representing
HILCO Electric Cooperative and
United Cooperative Services, respec-
tively. Early the next morning, the

soon-to-be high school juniors were on the plane to Washington,
D.C., with about 100 other Texas students.

But fate didn’t step in until the day they flew home. Seth’s par-
ents were late picking him up, and Kaelyn and her parents waited

with him until they arrived. By the next day, the teenagers—who 
didn’t converse during the tour—were texting and talking. They trav-
eled 1 1/2 hours each way to see one another’s football games 
and volleyball matches—his in Stephenville and hers in Blum—but 
it was more of a friendly matter until one December 2006 evening
when they shared their first kiss. 

Kaelyn said they saw each other on the weekends and would—
shhh!—break curfew to be with one another. Before their high
school graduations in 2007, when Seth found out he had been
accepted at West Point, he gave Kaelyn a promise ring and asked
her to marry him. “I said yes and scared the heck out of my parents!”
she says, laughing.

After officially getting engaged December 19, 2009, they were
married June 3, 2011, and today live on a U.S. Army post at Fort
Rucker, Alabama. Kaelyn is a nurse at the nearby Medical Center
Enterprise, and Seth is in flight school, having completed the Basic
Officer Leaders Course. Kaelyn's joy is contagious: “We are so grate-
ful for the Youth Tour! We couldn’t be happier.”

It’s a real-life fairy tale, Youth Tour-style.  

Ashley Clary-Carpenter, field editor
Have a suggestion for a future Co-op People? 

Contact editor@TexasCoopPower.com.

CO-OP PEOPLE Youth Tour Leads 
to Happily Ever After

Travel back to a time when ladies were required to
wear dresses on the dance floor, and gentlemen were

required to check hats, guns and spurs at the
door. For the 77th consecutive year, the West

Texas town of Anson, near Abilene, will
hold its re-enactment of the 1885 TEXAS
COWBOYS’ CHRISTMAS BALL in
Pioneer Hall. The event is scheduled for
December 15-17.

The first dance was held to honor area
cowboys and their families and continued
periodically until 1934, when a group of
women in Anson decided to re-create the
original ball. The 1885 rules and dances

remain the same. There’s the waltz, Paul
Jones, Cotton-Eyed Joe, polka, Virginia
reel and square dance. 

On opening night, country star
Michael Martin Murphey and his band
will perform “The Cowboys’ Christmas

Ball” for the 19th straight year. Originally
a poem by William Lawrence Chittenden,

who was inspired by the ball, the poem was later put to music. 
For information, call (325) 537-2589 or visit www.ansoncowboyschristmasball.com.
From Art shows to Zucchini festivals, you’ll find hundreds of happenings all across

the state at TexasCoopPower.com.

HORNED LIZARD CAPITAL
OF TEXAS:  KENEDY
A decade ago, some Kenedy
residents were remodeling a
bed-and-breakfast when they
discovered lots of horned
lizards—a threatened species
in Texas—in the yard. With the
Horned Lizard Conservation
Society’s help, it was deter-
mined that Kenedy was home
to a large population of the 
little reptiles, or horny toads,
as Texans like to say. So at 
the community’s urging, the
Legislature designated Kenedy
the “Horned Lizard Capital of
Texas” in 2001.

H A P P E N I N G S

Kaelyn McPherson and Seth King
on their wedding day.
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Sunday BestSunday Best
High Hill's St. Mary Catholic Church—the queen of Central Texas’ painted churches—doesn’t need promotion. Her beauty sells itself.

All Dressed Up and Somewhere to Go: Majestic Painted Churches are About the Steeples … and the People

B Y  C A M I L L E  W H E E L E R  •  P H O T O S  B Y  R I C K  PAT R I C K
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I
t would make a great
commercial: First-time
visitors to St. Mary
Catholic Church in
High Hill slowly walk

through the vestibule, drinking in each
dramatic Gothic script-style, gilded let-
ter of Psalms verses painted on oppo-
site walls. They study the exquisite
stencilings that, like the verses, were
discovered and painstakingly repli-
cated to match the original artwork
during a restoration of the church’s
interior.

The visitors push open swinging
doors, step onto the plush, red carpet of
the sanctuary, or nave, and react as if
on cue: Falling silent, they stand still
for a few seconds, eyes open wide at the
artistic buffet before them. You can
almost hear the silently mouthed
“wows” reverberating off the statues,
stained-glass windows and works of art
too many to count.

Of course, St. Mary—the queen of
Central Texas’ painted churches—does
not need any promotional help. Her
beauty sells itself. But her looks can
also overwhelm.

So for those who don’t know where
to look first, simply let the eyes wander,
perhaps focusing on two of the church’s
most incredible features: the crucifix-
ion reredos, a stained-glass panel
adorning the magnificent high altar
that features spires carved from walnut
wood; and the arched, sky-blue ceiling
laced with gilded, or gold-leafed, wood
moldings called ribs.

Throughout the nave, there’s an
architectural sense of spaciousness and
jubilance, like that of angels soaring. It
appears the canvased, hand-painted
ceiling is in motion, its arching ribs rac-
ing upward from decoratively marbled
wooden columns to collide at the top.

The church herself seems to be
reaching for the heavens. But longtime
parishioners will tell you: No matter
how many times one scoots back on the
slick and narrow longleaf pine pews,
gravity prevails. Sooner or later, every-
one slides toward the kneeling rail.

“You’ve gotta keep awake,” the Rev.
Timothy Kosler says. Instant penance,
you might call it. And it is there, in that
quiet space of humility akin to staring up
at a clear, star-filled sky, that the thought
arises: Who, then, made all this? The
answer: mortals, mere mortals, who

built and rebuilt, letting nothing—not
even fire or hurricane winds—stop
them from creating this Catholic church
and others like it in the surrounding
Central Texas area.

Old black-and-white photos of the
Czech and German immigrants who
settled Fayette County more than 150
years ago show stern, unsmiling faces.
Life was not easy for these pioneers who
weathered rough voyages to Galveston
and long ox-cart rides to a new and
strange land in search of economic and
religious freedom. But they found joy in
constructing amazing places of wor-
ship—painted churches, with some
brush strokes applied by prominent
artists from the Old World—that
reminded them of home.

Over time, some of the churches
took on celebrity status, with the most
famous known more by town name
than church name: Ammannsville
(pronounced AH-mans-ville or, as
locals now call it, AM-mans-ville),
Dubina (du-BEE-na), High Hill and
Praha (PRA-ha)—the four stops on the
official painted churches tour that
starts from the Schulenburg Chamber
of Commerce.

‘They Come Home to Roost’
It’s the first Sunday of September: polka
Mass and parish picnic day in the tiny
German community of High Hill north-
west of Schulenburg. By nightfall,
3,500 people, including those driving
through to pick up preordered plates,
will have eaten their fill of fried chicken,
sauerkraut and beef stew made from a
secret, generations-old recipe.

Many of the 2,000 people attending
the picnic will have danced, played
bingo, caught up with family and
friends, tried to outbid each other in
one of the most competitive auctions
around, and watched a mostly silver-
and gray-haired polka group perform a
line dance to “Achy Breaky Heart.”

But let’s not get ahead of ourselves.
First on the agenda is the polka Mass,
one of the most storied celebrations in
Central Texas inside one of its most
sacred structures. And in honor of the
occasion, this historic church is wear-
ing her Sunday best.

Granted, St. Mary, which has been in
this building since 1906 and whose con-
gregational history dates to 1860, is
dressed to the nines every day. Even dur-
ing a restoration of the interior com-
pleted in summer 2010, the church
remained a gorgeous example of Gothic
revival architecture despite drop cloths
on the carpet and scaffolding stretching
up to the barrel-vault ceiling.

So on a gusty Sunday morning, with
people smoothing down their hair as
they enter the sanctuary, St. Mary is
looking better than ever. The congrega-
tion’s looking pretty spiffy, too.

Lilting laughter rises from the front of
the sanctuary where 35 polka dancers,
resplendent in their bright red outfits,
take their seats in the first six pews.
Morning light streams in as a polka band,
Texas Sound Czech, sets up in front of a
side altar. Two life-size statues—the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, his hands out-
stretched, and St. Joseph—look down on
the five blue-shirted musicians.

This isn’t just any day: This is home-

A sight and sound like no other: Bandleader and accordion player Benny Okruhlik sets an oompah
tempo during High Hill’s polka Mass. The polka dancers in the first six pews are dressed for
action: After the service, they’re on tap to perform for a huge crowd.



coming day, and among the crowd are
those who grew up here and moved
away. Others left to pursue careers and
came back years later. Some never left.

Those who call High Hill home, such
as 80-year-old Armand Hollas and his
wife, 78-year-old Mildred Hollas, speak
of its magnet-like pull on their hearts.
They were raised here and then worked
38 years in the oil industry in Houston.
The couple retired in the early 1990s
and returned to the community and
church where they were baptized and
married and where Armand served as
an altar boy.

“That’s what a lot of people do,”
Armand says. “They come home to
roost.”

‘I’m the Past’
The polka dancers—whose role is to
sing with the congregation during Mass
and then dance at the picnic immedi-
ately afterward—really dress things up:
The men are wearing red slacks, white-
trimmed red vests over white shirts and
white, red or black shoes. The look is
the same for the women, save for their
red skirts and heels. Rene Sustr (pro-
nounced REE-nee SHOE-ster), wife of
polka dancer and painted churches tour
guide Ben Sustr, sports white ankle-
high boots with fringe.

White-stitched letters on the backs of
the dancers’ vests spell out that many of
them are former—and present—kings,
queens, princes and princesses as Texas
members of the Polka Lovers Klub of
America. Many of them, such as 78-

year-old Pauline Trefny of Houston,
have deep roots in the Schulenburg
area’s painted churches. Trefny was
raised in Ammannsville and attended
St. John the Baptist Church, where she
received what she calls “the works”: bap-
tism, first communion and marriage.
She and her husband, Robert, who’s at
her side today, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary there in 2006.

Robert and Pauline were the 1995
state king and queen for what was then
Texas’ single polka dancing chapter,
and Pauline beams when asked about
the royal stitching on her back. “I’m the
past,” she says, gesturing toward her-
self, then pointing at red-vested backs
in the pews ahead. “And that’s the past,
and that’s the past …”

The present has suddenly arrived as
Texas Sound Czech bandleader Benny
Okruhlik squeezes the opening notes of
Mass from his accordion. The harmo-
nizing of saxophone and trumpet and
texture of bass and drums set an
upbeat, reverent tone as the congrega-
tion stands to sing the opening hymn:
“Here we gather, Lord, in this special
place … In this humble church, hands
in prayer we raise …”

Toes tap, and fingers keep time on
pews: It is perfectly acceptable to wor-
ship and groove on one’s oompah musi-
cal heritage at the same time.

As communion begins, with two
lines forming, those seated search the
center aisle for familiar faces. Young
and old, gaits fast and slow, move
toward the front. A father in blue jeans,

taking quick, measured steps, cradles
his infant son. A man with a cane care-
fully works his way up the aisle.

One communion hymn is played and
sung to the tune of “Blue Eyes Crying in
the Rain”: “… Hearts to grow a little ten-
der, as the time of life goes by. Love and
kindness for each other, much too fast
the moments fly …”

And in the blink of an eye, Mass is
ending with the recessional hymn:
“We’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy deep in
our hearts, deep in our hearts to stay …”

‘Polka!’
Under a tin-roofed pavilion, the polka
dancers execute swing-style spins and
twirls, their shoes scuffling on concrete
as they move through traditional num-
bers, such as “Barn Dance Polka.” They
throw in the nontraditional as well,
earning big, appreciative smiles from
onlookers with the “Achy Breaky Heart”
line dance.

Sustr announces songs into a hand-
held microphone. “We do the real-time
schottisch, so y’all get lined up there,” he
tells the group. “Ready? Here we go.”

At the end of each song, the dancers
hold hands in a circle and then simulta-
neously raise them, shouting, “Polka!”

Armand Hollas, the 1996 Texas
Chapter 1 king alongside Mildred, his
queen, sits just outside the pavilion. He
had a stroke six years ago, and his walker
tells the story: He’s come a long way, but
he’s not fully recovered. “I almost start
crying when I see ’em dance,” he says,
watching Mildred, his childhood sweet-
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LEFT: Like their fellow polka dancers, 78-year-old Mildred Hollas and Willie Bohuslav, who was coming up on his 80th birthday, look younger than their
ages: ‘I love to dance. I keep in shape. I watch my diet. And I have a positive mind,’ Bohuslav explains of his youthful appearance. RIGHT: Dennis Sumbera and
Betty Tidwell, the 2011 king and queen of Texas’ Chapter 1 polka club, demonstrate the sensible, two-handed method of carrying loaded-down picnic plates.



heart, go gliding past. Hollas sets his
jaw. No, he’s not hoping to dance again.
“I’m going to dance again,” he says.

And dancing, with this group,
means exactly that: They’re athletes,
their steps polished through decades of
practice. Describing them as “spry”
would be an insult. As he nears his
80th birthday, Austinite Willie
Bohuslav bounces around the dance
floor with the springy legs of a young
man. “As you believe, so you become,”
Bohuslav says. “So if you believe you
can, you will.”

Rolling Chicken Chairman
OK. Hold that thought and apply it to
the hefty plates of food being served,
which require two hands for transport
and weigh, oh say, about the same as a
small bowling ball. It takes some doing
to work one’s way through a gigantic
piece of fried chicken, heaping helpings
of beef stew, green beans, German-style
potatoes and sauerkraut, a pickle, a half
peach in syrup and a slice of pound cake.

And it takes an army of volunteers to
pull off this Labor Day weekend extrav-
aganza. Picnic Chairman Willie Schoe-
ner and his right-hand man, Assistant
Picnic and Food Chairman Dennis
Kristynik, were well into planning for
the 2012 picnic long before the 2011
one even began.

“I work it all year,” says the 76-year-
old Schoener, a 6-foot-3-inch gregari-
ous fellow with an easy smile and a
long, loping walk. He naturally strikes
up conversations with people, getting
to know them. Then, “the second thing
out of your mouth is, ‘ Would you like to
work at the picnic?’ You’re always look-
ing for help,” he says.

For sure, organizers’ plates are full:
Some 30 years ago, the picnic served
fewer than 500 people. This year, even
with gusting winds and dust keeping
some people away, event coordinators
sold 3,500 plates, including those to go.
The picnic fills bellies—and the church’s
coffers: Last year’s $160,000 earnings
helped pay for St. Mary’s $450,000-plus
restoration. The auction—the top-dollar
item this year was a multifamily barbe-
cue feast that went for $6,000—is
always the picnic’s largest moneymaker,
but the food draws the crowds.

The workers’ schedule is a menu in
and of itself with such titles as: Take
Home Plates Chairman. Potato Peeling

Chairman. Cooking Stew Chairman.
Rolling Chicken Chairman. That last
one—the rolling of chicken in flour—is
a particularly messy job. But chicken
and stew, the 53-year-old Kristynik
says, are the picnic’s bread and butter:
“That’s what they look for. If you mess
either one of ’em up, they won’t be
back.”

‘I Love to Tell Them the Story’
At dusk, during a drive on the rolling
country roads surrounding Schulenburg,
the painted churches’ steeples rise into
view above a landscape of massive live
oak trees.

On the eve of High Hill’s once-a-
year polka Mass, its regular Saturday
night Mass will soon be letting out. It
would never occur to church members
to question their weekend plans. Here,
and at Ammannsville, Dubina and
Praha, which also hold regular week-
end Masses, tradition holds sway: For
quick inspiration, look up and see the
steeples. For knees-on-the-rail faith,
look inside and see the people.

The churches—Ammannsville and
Dubina are both served by Fayette
Electric Cooperative—are virtually
empty during weekday tours. But these
buildings are not museum pieces, exist-
ing for placement under an architec-
tural microscope. Nor is the tour like
wandering into an old, abandoned
house and pulling back dusty sheets to
see what lies underneath.

These are living, breathing churches
with small but active congregations
and fiercely competitive annual picnics
that draw people by the thousands.
Even the cemeteries, in which some
couples reserve their burial plots years
in advance, represent renewal: Accept
one’s death now and get on with life.

The four churches have undergone
many renovations through the years. Yet
despite offering such conveniences as air
conditioning and electricity, they’re not
textbook modern. You won’t find rest-
rooms inside the main buildings or
padded pews at any of the churches.

One of the main tour guides, 83-
year-old Sustr of Schulenburg, respect-
fully removes his felt cowboy hat when
leading visitors through the front
doors. He gives people a few seconds to
turn in circles, craning their necks to
look at paintings, frescoes and stencil-
ings, then launches right into history.

He seemingly touches on every date
and detail, down to the old hat hooks
still in place on the pews in Ammanns-
ville and Dubina.

Sustr was raised in nearby Moulton
and attended a Catholic church, but he
and Rene are longtime members of
First United Methodist Church in
Schulenburg. Yet while Sustr doesn’t
attend Mass at the painted churches,
these are his people: parishioners and
tourists. “I love to tell them the story,”
says Sustr, whose grandparents emi-
grated from the province of Bohemia to
Fayette County in 1887.

Seemingly nothing escapes the atten-
tion of Sustr, a retired Schulenburg
Independent School District superin-
tendent. On a gusty Saturday afternoon
at the Praha church cemetery, he wor-
riedly takes note of a flower arrange-
ment blown by strong winds into a
pathway. “Where did it come from?” he
asks, not expecting an answer. He picks
up the fresh flowers and approaches a
nearby grave. “I’ll put it on this one,” he
says. “It doesn’t have any.”

Camille Wheeler, associate editor

On TexasCoopPower.com
View photos of the
painted churches, see
more pictures from
High Hill’s polka Mass
and parish picnic, and
jot down starting
times for Christmas
Eve services.
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Knees-on-the-rail faith quietly endures at
polka Mass, above, and at regular Masses at all
four stops on the painted churches tour.
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FRESH “NEW CROP”
PECANS

New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, bakers boxes, 
specialty gift baskets, fudge,
pecan pies. Our very own 
specialty roasted and salted
pecans & gifts galore!

(325) 356-3616
www.sorrellsfarms.com

2012 REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
TREE CALENDAR

Living History!
2006 Official Texas State Artist
George Boutwell’s 2012 calendar
features 12 (still living) famous
trees from The Republic of Texas
and Texas Revolution Era. 
$10 ea., plus tax and $2.50
shipping.     

1-800-243-4316
www.gboutwell.com 

WE SHIP YOUR LOVE

St. Lucia Bread Company offers
10 delicious flavors, all hand-
crafted in our Dallas bakery
from scratch—for over 20 years. 
• All natural ingredients
• No preservatives  

All breads shipped in a 
commemorative Texas tin.

1-888-839-2771
www.texasbread.com
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HOLIDAYGift Guide

v

In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com,
we make it easy to shop for friends and family. 

FROM OUR TEXAS TREES
TO YOUR TABLE

Give a gift everyone will enjoy
this holiday season. We sell
Certified Organic Oranges and
Rio Red Grapefruit directly to
our customers.

(512) 246-0778
www.gandsgroves.com

LAMMES CANDIES 
TEXAS CHEWIES®

A gift for all seasons, Lammes
famous Texas Chewie® Pecan
Pralines. The original is nutty
and sweet while the Habanero
Praline finishes with a burn!

1-800-252-1885
www.lammes.com

2011 TEXAS CAPITOL
COLLECTIBLE ORNAMENT

Sixteenth in the series of annual
collectible ornaments, the 2011
Texas Capitol Ornament features
the ornate Lone Star chandeliers.
The ornament sells for $18 plus
tax and S&H.

1-888-678-5556
www.texascapitolgiftshop.com



SHARE SOME TEXAS!

The perfect gift whatever 
the reason or season! 100%
Texas gourmet food products.
Call us to create a custom or
corporate gift. Save 10% on
your purchase by using code
TCP11.

(972) 499-4816
www.lonestargiftbaskets.com
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SEEKING GREAT 
TEXAS TREATS

Treat your family and friends
to the most delicious pecans and
candies in Texas. Check out our
newly designed 6-way and our
famous 7-way samplers. Call
today for a gift catalog or visit
our website and order online.

1-888-PECANS75 (732-2675)
www.rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

1940   This was a great year for fi rsts, including the fi rst Dairy Queen in Illinois, York Peppermint 

Patties and M&Ms.

 

1941   No, Betty Crocker wasn’t a real person, but her cookbooks, starting with the Betty Crocker Cook 
Book of All-Purpose Baking, teach generations how to cook.

1942   Home milk delivery begins (initially as a war conservation measure).The garbage disposal makes 

life easier in the kitchen. Dannon yogurt enhances healthy living. And, on the other end of the food 

spectrum, the corn dog is born at the Texas State Fair.

1943   Ignacio “Nacho” Anaya throws together an impromptu dish for Americans visiting the Victory Club 

in Piedras Negras, across the river from Eagle Pass. The beloved snack—nachos—was subsequently 

named in his honor. 

1944   The Chiquita Banana jingle admonishes America: “You should never put bananas in the refrigerator.”

1946   Minute Maid frozen orange juice saves time in the kitchen, as does Mrs. Paul’s frozen food and 

Ragu pasta sauce. Leftovers can be safely stored in Tupperware.

1947   Betty Crocker cake mix goes on the market. For the fi rst time, you can enclose your treat with 

aluminum foil. Raytheon demonstrates the world’s fi rst microwave oven, the RadarRange. The oven 

weighs 750 pounds and costs $2,000 to $3,000. Still, it makes nifty popcorn. David Pace starts 

bottling something he calls picante sauce in a rented room in the back of a San Antonio liquor 

store. And the electric dishwasher arrives.

1948   Despite the invention of the seedless watermelon, seed-spitting contests continue to this day. Two 

great drinks—Nestlé’s Quik and V-8 juice—also come on the scene.

1949  Pillsbury holds its fi rst bake-off. All hail Jolly Rancher candy, Junior Mints and Minute Rice.

1940s1940s

Wartime Scarcity to Post-War Plenty

14-17_40s intro.indd   15 5/1/06   6:30:13 PM

MIILLER’S LLANO
SMOKEHOUSE

Retail Location 
705 W. Young, Llano TX 78643

Mail Order
Corporate discounts available 

Wild game processing

1-866-570-0315
www.miillerssmokehouse.com 

CUSTOM CRAFTED
PERSONALIZED GIFTS

Capture unique brands, logos 
& names on custom-made 
bootjacks, leather coaster sets,
luggage tags & marble trivets.
Lasting gifts for Christmas,
weddings, birthdays & rodeos.

1-888-301-1967
www.crawjacks.com 

Customized
Boot Jack

TEXAS RUBY & RIO 
RED GRAPEFRUIT

Juicy red grapefruit and sweet
oranges from the Rio Grande
Valley. Tree-fresh, hand-selected
gifts delivered nationwide. Texas
1015 onions, tomatoes, smoked
meats, nuts and candies. FREE
BROCHURE. Mention code TXCP
for discount with first order.

1-800-580-1900
www.crockettfarms.com

TEXAS TRIV-BOARDS™

Our Texas-shaped Triv-Boards
are made of Corian solid sur-
face. They’re nonporous and
easily maintained. Use as a
trivet, cutting board, serving
dish, conversation piece and
more. Excellent gifts! $26.95
plus S&H. Dealers welcome.

(325) 660-7210
www.TrivBoards.com

60 YEARS OF HOME COOKING

Six decades of Texas’ favorite foods, fads and facts. Full color,
hardbound with more than 600 recipes from 60 years of Texas
Co-op Power. Makes a great gift—visit TexasCoopPower.com/Shop
to order your copy online today!

TexasCoopPower.com/Shop
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For Divers off Texas Coast, Curtain Opens 
on Cast of Extraordinary Coral-Reef Creatures

B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L

A
blue and yellow fish the size of my index finger darts
across the dimpled surface of a pale green coral sphere.
A school of brown chromis, four inches long with fins
that seem to have been dipped in yellow, circle us, and a
French angelfish the diameter of a dinner plate cruises

past. My scuba diving buddy Jacqueline Stanley points at
what appears to be a black marble with yellow spots hovering
above the coral. I look closer and discern a tiny snout and
tail; the swimming marble is a juvenile smooth trunkfish,
one of the smallest denizens of the coral reef, and not easy to
find. We give each other an underwater high-five and fin
away to gawk at dozens of other creatures that inhabit this
thriving coral reef.

While it might sound like we’re deep in the Caribbean,
Stanley and I are actually 100 miles off the Texas coast. Here,

a piece of beneath-the-surface tropical paradise called the
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary flourishes
where salt domes on the floor of the Gulf of Mexico rise close
enough to the surface to support coral reefs. These reefs
probably originated more than 10,000 years ago when baby
coral organisms, called polyps, floated on currents from reefs
off Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula, about 400 miles away. 

The Texas Flower Gardens, as they were called, likely were
discovered by fishermen in the late 1800s. As the story goes,
they named the banks after the brightly colored sponges,
plants and other marine life they sometimes snagged or
could see on the colorful reefs below from their boats. 

Later, divers found the reefs enthralling, and in 1979, the
Houston Underwater Club submitted a formal nomination
for the creation of a National Marine Sanctuary protected
under federal law. That official designation finally came in
1992, with two sites—the East Flower Garden and West
Flower Garden banks—forming Flower Garden Banks, the
first such sanctuary in the Gulf of Mexico.

A third site, the Stetson Bank, was added in 1996. The
three sections protect about 56 square miles of critical
marine habitat, with roughly 1 percent of it shallow enough
for coral—and recreational divers.

Blue, Clear Water
The only way to reach the Flower Gardens is by boat, and we
came here aboard the Fling, a dive charter based in Freeport.
We left the dock late in the evening, sleeping in berths below
decks as we traveled to the sanctuary. The crew roused us at
7:30 the next morning for our first dive, at the West bank.

On the back deck, scuba tanks line the sides, wetsuits
hang overhead and gear is stashed everywhere. I haven’t had
my morning coffee, instead relying on excitement about the
coming dive to get me going. One of the first things I notice
is the water, a travel-brochure-worthy blue, and incredibly
clear. I gear up, step off the side and descend. I look up and
can see the shadow of the boat bobbing on the surface 70 feet
above; and in the distance, the shadowy shapes of schools of
large fish. Outstanding visibility, or “viz” in scuba parlance, is
one of the Flower Garden’s signature traits. 

The sheer volume and variety of life here is another.
Stanley, an educator and artist in Houston, has been diving
around the world for almost 40 years, yet was impressed by
the wealth of healthy corals and fish when she first saw the

JUVENILE SMOOTH TRUNKFISH

UNDERWATER THEATER

BARRACUDA

FLOWER GARDEN BANKS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY: STETSON BANK



Flower Gardens four years ago. More than 20 species of hard
coral grow here, with their wild variety of colors, shapes and
combinations making every dive a different experience. The
sanctuary is also home to at least 280 species of fish, and
despite poring over my reef fish identification book before
and after every dive, I don’t come close to naming everything
I see on our nine dives on the 2 1/2-day excursion.

In fact, the sanctuary contains the healthiest reef habitat
in North America, according to Quenton Dokken, executive
director of the Gulf of Mexico Foundation, a conservation
organization focused on the Gulf and Caribbean Sea. That’s
especially meaningful given that coral reefs represent one of
the most endangered ecosystems on the planet. At many of
the world’s reefs, intense fishing pressure is reducing the
numbers of fish species that are necessary for maintaining a
healthy reef. For example, many reef fish eat algae, and with-
out enough of them keeping it at bay, this marine plant can
grow so thick it actually smothers corals.

This isn’t a problem for the Flower Gardens, mainly
because the sanctuary lies 100 miles from shore, which keeps
the fishing pressure down. At least so far.

Manta Ray, But No Whale Shark
After two morning dives at the West bank, we head to High
Island 389A, an offshore oil platform inside sanctuary
boundaries. As a matter of fact, the Flower Gardens sit
smack in the middle of one of the world’s busiest oil and gas
production fields. While spills and accidents pose a potential
threat, Dokken points out that, as yet, no incidents have
harmed the reefs. In fact, as he sees it, the health of the sanc-
tuary proves that oil and gas production and a healthy
marine environment can co-exist, provided the industry
takes to heart the challenges of operating in a sensitive area.

Offshore structures actually make excellent dive sites,
supporting coral and sponge communities and attracting
schools of fish and other marine life seeking shelter from the
surrounding open water.

Beneath High Island, I watch a sea turtle nibble at tiny
sponges growing on the enormous legs of the structure,
while a large school of shiny jacks weaves among the sup-
ports. I swim in close and follow a bar that runs between two
legs of the platform, amazed at the abundant and colorful
miniscule creatures growing on it.

Next morning, we dive twice on the East bank. Here, I
notice patches of white on an enormous brain coral, a
rounded, boulder-sized ball of ridged coral that, true to its
name, resembles a human brain.

Reefs are made up of thousands of individual coral organ-
isms living inside a calcium skeleton. These organisms feed
by sticking out tentacles to collect microscopic food, but get
most of their nutrition from special algae that cohabitate
with them. Actually tiny plants, algae use photosynthesis to
convert sunlight into food. Corals sometimes expel these
algae when stressed, such as when water temperatures rise
higher than normal. Scientists call the resulting effect
“bleaching” because the loss of the algae deprives coral of its
color, leaving it looking white. Without the algae to provide
oxygen and help feed them, coral organisms can die.

In 2005, coral reefs all over the world suffered from
bleaching, with up to 45 percent of coral at the Flower
Gardens affected, according to Emma Hickerson, the sanc-
tuary’s research coordinator. Worldwide bleaching occurred
again in 2010, affecting some 7 percent of corals at the
Flower Gardens.

On subsequent dives, I find myself looking for telltale
white patches, and I almost always discover at least a few
small ones. Fortunately, Hickerson also says that many corals
recover from bleaching once water temperatures return to
normal.

On our second East bank dive, I spot a manta ray, its wide,
winged body—at least 12 feet across—soaring past like some
kind of underwater spaceship. Mantas have unique spot pat-
terns on their undersides, and sanctuary staff members have
collected photographs of those seen here into a catalog of
more than 75 identified individuals.

I didn’t bring an underwater camera, but several other
divers on the boat snap photos of the manta, which we com-
pare against the database on laptop computers back on the
boat. In summer, divers sometimes spot whale sharks
around the sanctuary. These enormous sharks can grow to
50 feet long and weigh 10 tons, but they have only tiny teeth
and eat plankton. Scientists aren’t sure what attracts the
gentle giants here.

I spend the entire trip hoping for a glimpse of one with no
luck, only to hear that several weeks later, a 20-foot male
made an appearance.
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Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

If You Love Someone, Send Them FREE
Exclusive FREE Jewelry Offer - This DiamondAura® True Heart Pendant is our gift to you.

“I love having this pendant
around my neck... wonderful...

This is a STEAL!” 
— C. FROM COLORADO

“...an incredible product. 
Get one IMMEDIATELY.” 

— W. FROM NEBRASKA

“WOW! It is an eye-catcher!” 
— A. FROM FLORIDA

“Probably one of the nicest
pieces of jewelry I own. 

Well done, Stauer.” 
— C.B. FROM MAINE

Your first question is “Why?” Why
would any company give away sterling

silver jewelry for FREE? It doesn’t make
sense. It sounds like a trick. There has to be
a catch. Nobody else does this, right? 

Exactly. Nobody else does this. That’s
the point. Stauer isn’t like anybody else 
and we can prove it. Call today and 
we’ll send you this stunning 4 carat 
DiamondAura® True Heart Pendant in
gleaming .925 sterling silver, absolutely
FREE. You pay only $24.95 for shipping 
& processing, our normal fee for a $195
pendant... and we’ll even send you a $20
Stauer Gift Coupon with your pendant!

A spectacular symbol of love. Nothing
is more important than making a great 
first impression. That’s why we chose 
the lab-created DiamondAura True Heart 
Pendant. One of jewelry’s most distinctive
cuts, the heart shape absolutely explodes
with brilliant white light. 

Our designers set the 4 carat, white 
DiamondAura centerpiece atop a unique
“cage” setting of rhodium-plated, .925 
sterling silver and surrounded it with a halo
of 22 round-cut DiamondAura dazzlers. It’s
easy to see why our clients are raving. You
won’t find a clearer expression of true love! 

What is DiamondAura? Gemologists
have broken the code to create an impeccable
lab-created stone with even more fire and
better clarity than mined diamonds. In the
laboratory, they found a way to match the
brilliance of a diamond while avoiding the
outrageous price. The complex laboratory
process involves rare minerals heated to 
an incredibly high temperature of nearly
5000˚F inside some very modern and 
expensive equipment. Best of all, the 
science behind DiamondAura lets you 
indulge in large-carat luxury free from 
environmental (or political) concerns!   

Our exclusive lab-created DiamondAura is
hard enough to cut glass and retains every
jeweler’s specification including color, cut,
clarity and carat weight. According to the
book Jewelry and Gems – The Buying Guide
the technique used in DiamondAura offers,
“The best diamond simulation to date, and
even some jewelers have mistaken these
stones for mined diamonds.”  

Now back to your first question. This
offer sounds too good to be true, but we
made it “too good” for a reason. Once you
get a look at the selection, stories and 
stunning offers available from Stauer, we
bet you’ll be back. Our idea of luxury is

hard to resist. True luxury doesn’t have to
cost a fortune. We don’t spend big money
on billboards, celebrity photo shoots or 
retail stores. We’d rather spend it on YOU.  

How can a FREE jewelry offer get
even better? If I had my way, we’d ship
the True Heart Pendant to you at no
charge. Unfortunately the rising costs of gas
and freight make that impossible. But if you
order today, I’ll include a $20 Stauer Gift
Coupon with your FREE Pendant. Call now
to treat someone you love (and yourself) to
luxury... for less!

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. DHP321-04
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

DiamondAura® True Heart 
Pendant (4 ½ ctw) $195.00 
Your Cost— FREE — pay shipping &

processing only.

Call now to take advantage of this
extremely limited offer.

1-888-201-7050
Promotional Code DHP321-04
Please mention this code when you call.

www.stauer.com

Stauer has a Better Business Bureau
Rating of A+

Stauer®

Limited 

to the first 

2500 respondents
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Another sighting a few weeks after my visit was decidedly
less welcome. Divers photographed a lionfish—a brightly
striped, foot-long fish with venomous spines—that’s native to
the Indo-Pacific and has spread along the East Coast as far
north as Rhode Island and as far south as South America.
They are voracious eaters; research has shown that one large
lionfish is capable of reducing the number of other fishes in an
area by almost 80 percent in just five weeks—perhaps because
native fish simply don’t recognize these recent arrivals as a
threat and swim right up to them to become lunch.

While lionfish encounter natural predators in their native
habitat, they have few known natural predators in the
Atlantic or Gulf. Invasive species like lionfish can upset the
balance in a coral reef ecosystem, and their arrival has the
sanctuary staff worried.

Hope for the Future
We dive another platform before the boat chugs to the
Stetson bank while we sleep. Located about 30 miles north-
west of the East and West banks, its slightly cooler waters
support fire coral. Its bright yellow branches rise from the
seafloor like a mustard-coated miniature forest, along with a
variety of colorful sponges, including barrel sponges, which
resemble flower vases. I peer into a few of them and occa-
sionally spot a tiny fish or crab hiding out.

There are plentiful schools of large fish such as jack,
mackerel and spotted eagle rays and an assortment of reef
fish of all sizes. I’m thrilled to spot a sailfin blenny, a baby
carrot-sized fish that rises up from a hole in the sand to wave
an undulating fin along its tiny back. What it lacks in size, it
makes up for in chutzpah, seeming certain that this display
will scare off any unwelcome guests. 

As Stanley and I return to the surface at the end of our last
dive, the colors of the reef fade to blue. We pass another

school of shiny, silvery jacks and a couple of torpedo-shaped
barracuda, which move closer, curious. I think back to the
first day’s sighting of the tiny juvenile trunkfish. It seems an
apt symbol of hope for the future of these reefs.

Melissa Gaskill, frequent contributor

On TexasCoopPower.com
Scientists use a variety of research tools, including submersibles, as
they study the coral reefs and a world of wonder below. Plus, if you’re
not a diver but want to see the Flower Garden Banks, check out a list of
locations offering sanctuary exhibits. 

REDLIP BLENNY FRENCH ANGELFISH LIONFISH FIRE CORALLOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE

S A N C T U A R Y  FAC T S

Designation: The Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary
is one of 14 federally designated underwater areas protected by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries.

Location: The East Flower Garden and West Flower Garden 
banks are 12 miles apart and are 100 to 115 miles directly south of 
the Texas-Louisiana border. Stetson Bank is about 70 miles south 
of Galveston—30 miles northwest of the other two banks. The three
banks are separated by miles of open ocean ranging from 200 to 
400 feet deep.

Recreational diving: Diving is allowed in the sanctuary, but
check out the trip preparation page at http://flowergarden.noaa.gov
before heading out. The banks are not recommended for beginning
divers: Currents can change speed and direction, and wave heights
vary, sometimes making it difficult to safely reboard a boat.

Diving depth: Only about 1 percent of the sanctuary is within the
maximum recommended recreational dive depth of 130 feet.

W
H

AL
E 

S
H

AR
K

: 
20

11
 ©

 K
R

ZY
S

ZT
O

F 
O

D
ZI

O
M

EK
. 

IM
AG

E 
FR

O
M

 B
IG

S
TO

C
K

.C
O

M
. 

R
ED

LI
P

 B
LE

N
N

Y:
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y 

N
O

AA
/G

.P
. 

S
C

H
M

AH
L.

 F
R

EN
C

H
 A

N
G

EL
FI

S
H

: 
©

 C
O

R
B

IS
. 

LI
O

N
FI

S
H

: 
20

11
 ©

 T
AN

 K
IA

N
 K

H
O

O
N

. 
IM

AG
E 

FR
O

M
 B

IG
S

TO
C

K
.C

O
M

. 
LO

G
G

ER
H

EA
D

 S
EA

 T
U

R
TL

E:
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y 

N
O

AA
/M

O
O

R
E.

 F
IR

E 
C

O
R

AL
: 

©
 A

LA
M

Y.
 

Say cheese: Actually, this whale shark posing for the camera would prefer plankton or
other floating organisms as a snack. Scuba divers thrill at the sight of these gentle

giants, the world’s largest fish, which have no interest in stirring up trouble.
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Home for the holidays.

ZERO down
100% in-house financing

No payments for 6 months

* With approved credit for qualified landowners. Licensed Residential Mortgage Lender AR, LA, MS, MO, OK, TX  NMLS#39943

Austin
Beaumont
Cleveland
Corpus Christi
Dallas
Fort Worth
Houston

Rosenberg
San Antonio
Sherman
Terrell
Texarkana
Tyler

800.756.2506    ubh.com
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GIFT SHOP
Pick and click—and gifts are on their way to friends and family.

Select from tasty Texas pecans, grapefruit, smoked meats and 
gourmet food products. Or choose from cookbooks, calendars and 
personalized gifts.

We’ve also got music from Texas greats like Bob Wills 
and Gary P. Nunn.  

Visit the SHOP Page at
TexasCoopPower.com for 
special deals and discounts for 
Texas Co-op Power readers.

Smoked meats and smokin’ music:
How perfect is that?!

GIFT SHOPGIFT SHOP
Visit the SHOP Page at TexasCoopPower.com

for Hassle-Free Holiday Shopping



 Scientifi cally Engineered to Defy Gravity 

Defy Pain, Defy Aging, Defy Fatigue

 EXCLUSIVE ONLINE OFFER
 TRY THEM FREE* – PAY IN 30 DAYS

 Take advantage of this exclusive offer at 
www.GravityDefyer.com/MQ8LCB5 
or by phone, dial (800) 429-0039 and mention 
the promotional code below.
 Promotional Code:
*Offer not available in stores. Shipping & Handling not included.

$129.95
 MEN (Shown above)
TB902MWBS 
sizes 7 - 13
Med/Wide and 
ExtraWide/XXWide Widths
 WOMEN (Silver with Navy)
TB902FWBS 
sizes 5 - 11
Med/Wide and 
ExtraWide/XXWide Widths

 Semi-Rigid 
Heel Stabilizing 
Cage

 Removable 
Comfort-Fit™ 
Insole
Accommodates 
most orthotics

 VersoShock™ Trampoline 
Shock-Absorbing Membrane Heel 

 Resilient High Grade 
Ethylene-Vinyl Acetate 
(EVA) Midsole
Rocker construction protects 
metatarsal bones and aids fluid 
stepping motions

 Smart Memory™ Master Spring
Propels you forward and reduces fatigue

 AVS3 Ventilation™ Port
Cools & Reduces Microbial Growth

 Twin Stabilizers 

 Rugged Polymer Sole 

 This is my story
I used to be more active. I used to run, play 
basketball, tennis, football… I was more than 
a weekend warrior. I woke up every day fi lled 
with life! But now, in my late 30’s, I spend most 
of my day in the offi ce or sacked out in front of 
the TV. I rarely get to the gym – not that I don’t 
like working out, it’s the nagging pain in my 
knees and ankles. Low energy and laziness has 

got me down. 
My energy has 
fi zzled and I’m 
embarrassed to 
admit that I’ve 
grown a spare 

tire (I’m sure it’s hurting my love life). Nowadays 
I rarely walk. For some reason it’s just harder 
now. Gravity has done a job on me. 

Wear them and 
you’ll know
That’s what my doctor 
recommended. He said, “Gravity 
Defyer shoes are pain-relieving 
shoes.” He promised they would 
change my life–like they were a 
fountain of youth. “They ease the 
force of gravity, relieving stress on 
your heels, ankles, knees and back. 
They boost your energy by propelling 

you forward.” The longer he talked, 
the more sense it made. He was even wearing a 
pair himself! 

Excitement swept through my 
body like a drug 
I received my package from GravityDefyer.
com and rushed to tear it open like a kid at 
Christmas. Inside I found the most amazing 
shoes I had ever seen – different than most 
running shoes. Sturdy construction. Cool 
colors. Nice lines… I was holding a miracle of 
technology. This was the real thing. 

GDefy Benefi ts
Relieve pain
Ease joint & spinal pressure
Reduce fatigue & tiredness
Be more active
Have more energy
Appear taller
Jump higher, walk and 
run faster
Have instant comfort
Cool your feet & reduce 
foot odor
Elevate your 
performance

I put them on and all I could say 
was, “WOW!” In minutes I was out 

the door. I was invincible; tireless in my 
new Gravity Defyer shoes. It was as if my 
legs had been replaced with super-powered 

bionics. What the doctor promised was all 
correct. No more 

knee pain. I started 
to lose weight. At last, 
I was pain free and 
fi lled with energy! 
I was back in the 
game. Gravity had no 
power over me!

Nothing to lose: 
Start your 30 Day 
Trial Today!
So, my friend, get back 
on your feet like I did. 
Try Gravity Defyer for 
yourself. You have 
nothing to lose but 
your pain.

Tell us your story! 
Login at Gravitydefyer.com 

and share your experience. 
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 Customer Satisfaction
Speaks for Itself!

4 out of 5 customers purchase a 
2nd pair within 3 months.

 Ankle & 
foot pain 

gone

 Exercise
20% longer 

w/ no
fatigue 

 4 out of 5 

purchase
another 

pair
within 3 
months.

  Most 
comfortable
shoe ever 

owned

 Gravity Defyer
Customer Survey Results

A+

 ABSORB SHOCK
Eliminate pain from every step.

 REBOUND PROPELS 
YOU FORWARD

Reduce fatigue. Be more active



2 0 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1

Electric Notes

More and more, busy people are giving up on buying a live Christmas tree,
opting instead for a lifelike artificial evergreen that’s easy to put up and

lasts for years.
If you’re making the switch, use your artificial tree safely. Just because its needles

won’t dry out doesn’t mean your tree can’t be a fire or safety hazard.
≠ When you buy a pre-lit artificial tree, check for the Underwriters Labora-

tories (UL) label on each strand 
of lights.

≠ Buy a model that has light
strings equipped with an anti-
twist mechanism in the bulb
and socket. Poorly made lights
are so easily twisted—and
released—from sockets that they
light up unreliably and also can
pose a choking hazard for chil-
dren who might pull them off
the tree.

≠ Anchor your tree to a wall
with a sturdy hook planted into
a beam. That will make it
harder for a child or a pet to
topple it over.

≠ Choose a tree with a steel
base—not plastic. A plastic base
can bend and even break.

≠ Be sure artificial and 
metallic trees are clearly 
marked as flame retardant 
and fire resistant.

≠ Never place electric lights
on trees with metallic foliage.

≠ Locate your artificial tree at least three feet away from heat sources, such as
vents, fireplaces and radiators.

≠ Decorate your tree only with noncombustible or flame-resistant materials.
≠ Invest in a tree pre-lit with light-emitting diode lights, which are cool to the

touch and are far more energy efficient than traditional tree lights.

Light Artificial Christmas Trees Safely

Beginning in January 2012, Texans wanting to claim a sales tax exemption on electricity and
other items used in agricultural and timber operations must provide a Texas Agriculture and
Timber Exemption Registration Number. House Bill 268, passed during the 2011 legislative ses-
sion, added this requirement. 

The Texas Comptroller’s Office issues the registration number, and those wanting to claim the
exemption must fill out an application. Registration numbers must be renewed every four years.

Applicants can apply online at www.getreadytexas.org or request a paper application to 
mail in by calling 1-800-252-5555 or downloading a copy from the comptroller’s website,
http://c750820.r20.cf2.rackcdn.com/ap-228.pdf. 

NOTICE: Registration Number Required for Timber and Ag Tax Exemptions
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Getting Wired 
for Christmas?

Protect Your 
Electronics
If you’re asking Santa to leave an
expensive flat-screen TV or home
theater system under the tree,
add something else to your wish
list: effective surge protection.

Thunderstorms, lightning
strikes, minor fluctuations in the
power that comes to your house,
or even interference generated
when you turn on a hair dryer or
vacuum cleaner can cause your
electronics to react—sometimes
permanently and badly.

Plugging them into an inexpen-
sive power strip won’t prevent any
problems unless it’s designed to
detect even minor surges and trip
the circuit breaker or sacrifice
itself to save your TV.

And power spikes also can
enter the home through the lines
that connect your phone, cable TV
or satellite receiver to the house.
So you need power protection to
protect all of the lines that touch
your TV, stereo, home theater sys-
tem or other expensive devices.

Choose either whole-house
surge protection—installed by an
electrician at the breaker box—or
individual surge-protection power
strips that will sacrifice them-
selves to save your electronics
during a power surge.

And consider a model that will
save energy by automatically
turning off a device that it senses
has entered standby mode.
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ELECTRIC NOTES

Amid the cooking and the cleaning and the Christmastime company, don’t
neglect your most important holiday blessing: kids.

Before the bustle begins, sit them down and talk about staying safe during
the holidays—how to stay safe around hot stoves, flickering fireplaces and elec-
tric lights and decorations.

The U.S. Fire Administration reports that deaths from fires caused by chil-
dren spike during the winter, and twice as many kids die or are injured by fires
during the holidays than at any other time of the year.

Some cautions:
≠ Electrical accidents involving children are far more likely to happen when

no adult is supervising the kids.
≠ The holidays come with safety risks that might not be present during other

times of the year: more electrical cords, extension cords in high-traffic areas,
electric lights on the tree, burning candles and fires in the hearth.

≠ Keep children away from cords and decorations to prevent shocks and
burns. Carefully select decorations for the bottom limbs of the tree that chil-
dren can easily reach.

≠ Don’t leave children alone with a lighted fireplace, candles or an operating
space heater.

≠ Do not leave a hot stove unattended when children are present. Move hot
pots to back burners.

≠ Teach your children that hot things can burn them. When they’re old
enough, teach them how to cook and use the stove safely.

≠ Choose battery-powered toys instead of electric versions that plug in for
children younger than 10.

≠ Buy electrical toys only if they bear a safety label from Underwriters
Laboratories (UL) or another credible testing agency.

≠ If you bring your children to visit someone else’s home, do a visual sweep
for potential hazards, such as exposed electrical outlets and cords or lit candles.

Teach Children About
Electrical Safety
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TOP 10 
Energy-Saving Tips for a

Happy Holiday Season

10Shop for Energy Star-rated
appliances and compact 

fluorescent lightbulbs.

9Skip the electronics and get
kids board games.

8Don’t preheat your oven when
cooking large pieces of meat.

7Lower thermostats and replace
HVAC filters every 30 days.

6Check windows and doors for
leaks and seal them.

5Install timers on outdoor 
lighting displays.

4Decorate inside and out 
with strands of lights made

with light-emitting diodes (LEDs).

3Adjust power settings on
video game consoles to the

power-saving mode.

2Vanquish energy vampires
with a smart power strip.

1Unplug the electronics, turn
down the thermostat and go

on vacation.

Choose LED lights to help
save energy and money
during the holiday season.

H E M E R A  |  T H I N K S T O C K



Growing up on a North Carolina tobacco farm two miles from the
nearest paved road, RoseAleta Laurell’s routine childhood existence of
sleeping, going to school and working did little to ease her increasing
sense of isolation. It was the bookmobile that stopped on the blacktop

that opened the world for the little girl and led to her career as a librarian. But no,
not the stereotypical quiet librarian.

In 1989, Laurell arrived in Lockhart as director for the small Central Texas
town’s public library. Her gregarious personality and an unorthodox fundraising
scheme became the stuff of legend, inspiring author M.G. King to pen a children’s
book—Librarian on the Roof! A True Story—about the self-described “lunatic
librarian.” In the book, King describes Laurell’s arrival as “a clatter of heels on the
floor and eyelashes as long as bird feathers.”    

Not surprisingly, the new librarian took Lockhart by storm in her determina-
tion to liven up the “quiet-please” library. The Dr. Eugene Clark Library, built in
1899, is the oldest continuously operating library in Texas. The two-story red brick
building with limestone trim features classic revival architecture. It originally
included a lyceum, or hall, making it the cultural center for the region. And the
stage, illuminated by rays of light filtering through a central stained-glass window,
was once graced by the presence of President William Howard Taft and opera
soprano Dorothy Sarnoff.

By the time Laurell arrived, the venerable library was no longer the center of
community life. It didn’t reflect her philosophy: “Everyone should love coming to
the library. The rich, the poor, the farmers, the townsfolk. We’re here for grownups
and for children.” So her next question—“By the way, where ARE the children?”—
led to the stunt that would make her a celebrity.

Laurell decided what the library really needed was a section just for children.
She dreamed big. More picture books, mystery books, adventure books, child-size
tables, comfortable chairs, colorful artwork and computers. She poured her energy
into raising the $20,000 it would take to make her dream a reality.

She knew it would take more than bake sales to raise that kind of money. “I vis-
ited every single classroom in every single school in Lockhart to ask for their pen-
nies, nickels and dimes,” she says. But it wasn’t enough.

So she concocted the seemingly ridiculous idea of residing on the library’s roof
for seven days and seven nights. With grit and determination, she decided to per-
sonally carry out her peculiar plan. In her cigarette smoking-induced raspy, con-
tagious laugh, she remembers, “Well, it’s not like it was something I could ask
someone else to do!”

On Monday, October 16, 2000, the flamboyant Laurell—donning fluorescent
pink rain gear, a gold hard hat, and, as she says, “enough jewelry to sink the
Titanic”—stepped into the basket of a Lower Colorado River Authority bucket
truck and was hoisted 50 feet high to her perch atop the library. Carrying only the
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Then and now,

RoseAleta Laurell—the

famous librarian on

the roof—keeps 

children turning 

the pages.

By Connie Strong

One for 
the Books
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essentials, including a tent, a laptop computer, two cellphones, a bull-
horn and a slingshot to launch water balloons at the kids below,
Laurell announced: “I will stay on this roof until we have raised
enough money for our children’s section.”

Food was delivered in buckets by a pulley system. At night, Laurell
hunkered down in a tent tethered to the rails around the domed roof,
waiting for the next day’s opportunity to create a spectacle for the
scores of media and onlookers who showed up to witness her antics.

On Tuesday, a check for $10,000 arrived, but Thursday brought a
different surprise. After an 18-month drought, wicked weather
opened the skies of Caldwell County and drenched Laurell. Buffeted
by great gusts of wind, and despite the threat of tornadoes, she
remained on the roof. In her lyrical Southern twang, she remem-
bers, “I thought for sure I had angered the weather gods, and they
were trying to drive me off the roof! But then I decided it would just
be much more fun to take credit for ending the drought.”

By week’s end, the proud librarian had exceeded her goal, rais-
ing nearly $40,000. Included in the donations were sacks of pen-
nies, nickels and dimes from area schoolchildren, delivered from
the back of an old pickup truck in the
midst of fanfare. 

Today, the children’s area that
Laurell so desperately fought to create
is a reality. Best of all, King writes, you
will always find crowds of children
who love to read and learn inside these
historic walls.

Laurell’s work and studies eventu-
ally took her away from Lockhart. She
is now director for the Bell/Whittington
Library in the Texas coastal town of
Portland. She believes that libraries are
taking on a new role as resource centers
for navigating life. For example, she says,
some people need to know how to fill out
their Social Security forms. Others need
information about how to raise pigs and
goats and chickens. Others need Internet
access.

“Libraries are really not where you find
the wealthy,” Laurell says. “The people we
make the real difference for are the people
who are struggling in this complicated,
technically-driven, high-powered, fast-
moving world.”

Laurell, 63, is working toward a
Certificate of Advanced Studies with an
emphasis on small, rural libraries from the
University of North Texas. Her goal is to
obtain a doctorate degree, focusing on serv-
ice to rural communities. 

Laurell describes herself as a “flamboyant
character who has been called everything
from an embarrassment to a constant source
of humor”—traits that make the book written about her a delightful read. King’s
book, published in 2010 by Albert Whitman & Company and illustrated by car-
toonist Stephen Gilpin, represented Texas on the 2010 National Book Festival’s
“52 Great Reads” list.

Connie Strong is a freelance writer based in Chappell Hill.
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RoseAleta Laurell’s unorthodox fundraising
stunt inspired author M.G. King to write a
book about the librarian who was raised to the
roof—and from there, during a one-week stay,
brought in almost $40,000 for the Dr. Eugene
Clark Library in Lockhart. The money went
toward building a children’s book section.
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ear Mrs. Wentworth: 
You don’t know me. But I think I knew your grandfather.

That is, if I have the right Mary Wentworth. …
Thoughtfully, I penned a few more paragraphs, then signed my name and

addressed an envelope. After scouring the Internet, my high-tech search had
finally ended. A special friendship that unfolded long before e-mail and cellphones
might finally find closure via a postage stamp. 

Cedric Noble and I crossed paths in downtown San Antonio in February 1979.
Nearly a lifetime separated us. Barely 20, I was a journalism student, determined
to expose the “corrupt” managers of a run-down hotel. He was old and gaunt,
crossing a street in front of me. He glared at me when I dared to ask if he’d ever
stayed at the hotel. “Yeah,” he replied gruffly. Could I call him? “Yeah.”

It turned out that Mr. Noble had indeed rented a room at the place I was inves-
tigating, but it had been 40 years ago. After we spoke, I could have tossed away his
phone number. Instead, I called him a week or so later. “I don’t give a damn about
anyone,” he told me, “and no one gives a damn about me.” I listened. I asked how
he was. Then I said I’d call again, which I did. Regularly. Gradually, he softened. 

Mr. Noble shared little about his past. I knew he was born in Chicago. He’d had
a daughter with his first wife but left them after returning from World War I. He
never told me why. His second marriage lasted many years. But eventually, it
ended, too. His third marriage was tumultuous and short. Well past the age of 80,
he’d ended up in San Antonio, alone and with little to his name. 

Several phone conversations into our friendship, I suggested lunch at a diner
not far from where he lived in a 1920s hotel called the Robert E. Lee. At other
times, we ate breakfast out. I ran errands for him and grocery shopped when his
supplies ran low. One afternoon, I brought my 35-millimeter camera, and he
agreed to a photo session. While Mr. Noble talked, laughed and reflected, I
snapped pictures of him seated in a worn chair next to the window of his dingy
room. I treasure those black-and-white images. 

While at home on summer break, I called him weekly. “Hey, how are you gettin’
on?” he’d ask. Fine, I’d say. We’d chitchat but never for long. At 87, Mr. Noble’s
health was failing, and he tired quickly. After we hung up, I knew he’d shuffle back
to bed and listen to the news or maybe a ballgame on his transistor radio. 
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Successful search for

surviving relatives

produces final 

chapter on special

friendship that

unfolded decades ago.

B Y  S H E R Y L  

S M I T H - R O D G E R S

D

Closure Via
a Stamp



In May 1981, I graduated from college and moved home. Six weeks later, I mar-
ried. Though busy with a new husband and newspaper work, I worried about Mr.
Noble some 150 miles away. Could I move him to our town? Should I make other
living arrangements for him? I didn’t know. But I kept calling.

A time or two, I drove to San Antonio to visit him. When he went into a veter-
ans hospital in March 1982, I made a special trip. Feeble and groggy, Mr. Noble’s
sunken eyes lit up when I sat down by his bed. “How’s the old man?” he asked,
referring to my husband. I smiled, took his thin hand in mine and fought back
tears. Then I told him that I loved him.

A few days later, the phone rang at 2 a.m. “Mr. Noble just passed away peace-
fully,” the doctor gently said. “You left instructions to be notified.” After thanking
him, I hung up and cried. My dear friend was gone. 

I’d been told that if no one claimed his body, he’d be buried in a pauper’s grave.
My husband accompanied me back to San Antonio so I could sign the paperwork
that authorized a military funeral. Among Mr. Noble’s few belongings, I found let-
ters I’d mailed him, bundled with string. 

In July 1988, my mother and I located Mr. Noble’s grave at Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery in San Antonio. With her Kodak Instamatic, she photographed
me and my toddler son, Patrick Noble Rodgers, by his gravestone. At the cemetery
office, I left my name and address, hoping that someday his family might find me. 

Through the years, I never stopped hoping. But I never had the tools to search
myself. Until I sat down at my computer last March. Little by little, I traced Mr.
Noble’s family tree. Amazingly, I contacted Betty and Ann, two great-nieces by his
second wife. Ann mailed me pictures of Mr. Noble as a child, teen, soldier and dap-
per older man. She also sent an antique locket with two photos—a dashing Cedric
in his 20s and a young girl wearing a white bonnet. “That’s probably his mother,
but we’ve never known for sure,” Ann told me. 

Since talking, we both now believe the unidentified child was Mr. Noble’s daugh-
ter. After hours of online digging, I finally found her—Miriam Noble Clements
Stilling. I also learned that several
years after Mr. Noble left, Miriam’s
stepfather adopted her. In 1937, she
married Kenneth Stilling. In 1989,
Miriam passed (just seven years after
her father). Were there any children? I
held my breath and ordered copies of
obituaries. Yes, she’d had two daugh-
ters!

I’d never know one daughter,
Laura Stilling. She passed in 2002.
But Mary Wentworth still lived in
Albuquerque, and I’d found an
address. That is, if I had the right
Mary. ...

Ten days after I mailed my letter,
the phone rang. “This is Mary
Wentworth. I got your letter, and yes,
you have the right Mary.” Stunned, I
sat down. “My sister and I always
wondered what happened,” she con-
tinued. “No one ever talked about my
grandfather. Thank you for being so
kind to him.”

“Oh, thank you,” I began, blinking
back tears. “You see, I’d always hoped
I could someday tell his family that I
knew Cedric Noble … and that I loved
him, too.”

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers is a frequent
contributor to Texas Co-op Power.

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 T E X A S  C O - O P  P O W E R 2 5

P H O T O  C O L L A G E  F R A N K  C U R R Y ,  P H O T O  S H E R Y L  S M I T H - R O D G E R S



Call us today to SAVE 25% on your first order.  
Why Pay More?

on your first order

 

The biggest difference is the price.*
 

$719.96 vs $268.08
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No plans. No premiums. No deductibles. Just simple savings made easy
Experience 20-80% Drug Savings with the Canada Drugs price difference.
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manufactured by Boehringer Ingelheim
SULESAP, 90 Cmg0.4
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LONESTARMARKET
v TOWN&COUNTRY

40 x 50 x 10 =  $8,637.00
40 x 60 x 12 = $10,362.00
50 x 75 x 12 = $14,376.00
60 x 80 x 14 = $18,153.00

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $46,824.00
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE!

1-800-509-4949
www.accessiblebuildings.com

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTINGOn your pond or lake, with or without roof.

All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER HIGH RATES
on Bank CDs
TEXAS TOLL-FREE 
1-800-359-4940
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

Signal Securities, Inc.
5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

“Serving Customers All Over Texas”

All CDs are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FDIC. All
CDs are subject to availability. Securities offered through Signal
Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. 700 Throckmorton, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76102 (817)877-4256.

DIAMOND L POLE BARNS
Your Pole Barn Specialists

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-877-315-4021

(918) 797-0050 Fax

WATER 
PROBLEMS ??

NO MORE
IRON!
�

NO MORE
HARDNESS!

NO MORE
SULFUR!

�
NO MORE

BACTERIA!
PROBLEMS SOLVED WITH

�NO SALT & NO CHEMICALS
FREE BROCHURE~1-800-392-8882

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
www.waterproblems.net

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings

Ideal For:
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile

Call Toll Free 
Today for a

FREE!
INFORMATION PACKAGE

Our building consultants are ready to take your call1-800-668-5111 Ask 
for 
ext. 
91

• 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish
• Fully customized to meet your needs
• Factory-direct savings

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

ADVANTAGE
STEEL BUILDINGS

Quality Buildings at Affordable Prices

1.877.657.8335
www.advantagesteelbuildings.com

30’ x 50 ’x10’ ................... $7,705
40’ x 60’ x 12’ .................. $11,382
50’ x  75’ x 14’ ................. $16,312
80’ x 120’ x 16 (M-1)........... $38,897

Minis - 30’ x 100’ with 20 10’ x 15’ units - $12,537

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery.
Free Color Catalog. Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks,
Bantams, Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, Waterfowl.
Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, Equipment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280 (24 Hours A Day)
Murray McMurray Hatchery

C 122, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com
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Putting even more money  
in your mailbox

     
     

      

      
       
      
      

       
     

      
      

     

We’re paying our 
customers an 
additional  
$50 million!

Find out more about our 
patronage program at 
CapitalFarmCredit.com/

newspage.asp

T E X A S ’  L A R G E S T  R U R A L  L E N D E R
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 No Money Down  Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FAX: 1-866-582-1400

1-800-582-BARN(2276) 

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!
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ggg“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

Full Service Post-Frame Design & Construction Since 1992
Serving 27 States and Over 10,000 Customers

E-mail: sales@nationalbarn.com

www.bestbuywalkintubs.com/tx

Showroom located at 
4053 Acton Hwy in Granbury, TX

... or we will come to you!

877-416-5289

Bathe Safely &
Independently!

member Better Business Bureau

Now VA Approved

• Family-Owned, Texas-Built
• Lifetime guarantee against leaks*
• Fits any standard bathtub or

shower space
• Full installation available
• Great for circulation, arthritis,

stiff joints and relaxation
• Call for pricing and other details
• We do not believe in 

high-pressure sales tactics

1.800.643.5555
www.heritagebuildings.com

Size
33x45x10
42x60x12

60x102x12  

*Prices From
$  6,879
$10,407
$44,419

*Prices vary based on codes, loads and accessories.

We are committed to providing the finest quality 
steel buildings at the lowest possible price.

Call for a FREE quote today!

T
M

Keel Billed  
Toucans 
are very 

social  
creatures 

Costa Rica  
10 DAYS $1095 + tax, fees

Rainforests, Beaches,Volcanoes  

Caravan
 com

®

Guided Vacations for 60 Years!

WANT MORE?WANT MORE?
Check out the Shop section today at
TexasCoopPower.com



YOUR FEET NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD!
ONLY $1297
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Cardigan Slipper Socks
FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING

On EVERY Order

IT’S A SLIPPER!
IT’S A HOUSE SHOE!
IT’S AN OUTDOOR SHOE!

C
ol

d
A

ir

CONVERTIBLE CUFF
Wear Up
Or Down!

Keeps Cold Out - Locks In Heat

KEEPS FEET
& ANKLES
WARM &
COMFY!

EXTRA THICK CUSHIONED INSOLE

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com (website offers
may vary)

Order Toll-Free1-800-530-2689
RECEIVE A

WITH EVERY ORDER

KEEP YOUR FEET WARM ALL WINTER LONG
Unlike bulky slippers that flop open and let
cold air slip in, these incredible “cardigan”
slippers hug your feet from toe to ankle so
the warmth stays in and the cold stays out.
Fabulous fashion import has handsome
“suede-like” micro fiber bottom with non
skid soles and the soft and cushy acrylic
knit upper is specially designed to lock in
body heat and block out cold. Plus, the
ultra plush fleece inside pampers your feet
like never before.  Hurry, order today and
get FREE Shipping & Handling and a FREE
surprise gift!

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax $

TOTAL $

#94797
S Ladiesʼ

5-6

Qty______

#94798
M Ladiesʼ
61⁄2-71⁄2

Qty______

#94799
L Ladiesʼ

8-9

Qty______

#94800
XL Ladiesʼ
91⁄2-101⁄2

Qty______
#94801
S Menʼs
6-7

Qty______

#94802
M Menʼs
71⁄2-81⁄2

Qty______

#94803
L Menʼs
9-10

Qty______

#94804
XL Menʼs
101⁄2-12

Qty______

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

____Pr(s) Slipper Socks @ $12.97 Pr.

INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS
ORDERED UNDER SIZE Cardigan Slipper Socks

$

$FREE Regular Shipping & Handling FREE

Name 

Address

City ST Zip

Daytime Phone #

Email Address

❑ VISA    ❑ MasterCard    ❑ Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     

Card#                              Expiration Date

Dept. 64244

/

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

$ 2.95❑✔
FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)

Add An Additional $2.95
(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS

Professional Quality Tool Storage!

LOT NO. 67831

REG. PRICE $399.99

26,"  8 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 
WITH 8 DRAWER 

TOP CHEST 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 
800 number).  Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies 
last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-
store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive the coupon discount. 
Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit 
one coupon per customer 
and one coupon per day.

830 LB. 
CAPACITY

B

C

D

A

REG. PRICE $599.99

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVESAVE
$$240240

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot be used with any other 
discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-
store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive the coupon discount. 
Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

 $35999 LOT NO. 
90320/68784

2900 LB. CAPACITY

WEIGHS 306 LBS.

SIMILAR CABINETS 
SOLD NATIONWIDE 
FOR OVER $5000!

 $16999  $28999 

LOT NO. 95272

700 LB. 
CAPACITY

W
SAVESAVE
$$110110

$$$

L
SAVESAVE
$$130130

√  Industrial Quality All Steel Construction 
 with Heavy Duty Powder Coat Finish 

√  Heavy Duty Ball Bearing Slides On All Drawers 

√  Spring-Loaded Latch Keeps Drawers Closed 

√  Industrial 6" Casters with Rubber Tires 
 (2 Fixed and 2 Swivel with Brake) 

√  Lockable Drawer with 2 Keys 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor 
Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid 
on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date 
with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot 
be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be 
presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online 
in order to receive the coupon discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  
Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

56," 11 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL 

ROLLER CABINET

AMAZING 28,240 CUBIC 
INCHES OF STORAGE CAPACITY!

 FIVE 
DRAWER 

SERVICE CART 

REG. PRICE $299.99

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 
800 number).  Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. Offer good while supplies 
last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-
store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive the coupon discount. 
Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit 
one coupon per customer 
and one coupon per day.

 $74999 
LOT NO. 
67681

SAVESAVE
$$250250

D  . TOP CHEST   $29999  REG. PRICE 
$349.99LOT NO. 92099/68787

99  SAVESAVE
$$5050

REG. PRICE $999.99

 A . 13 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET

B  . 42" SIDE CABINET
LOT NO. 66474/68991

Item 66474 
shown

Item 90320 shown

Item 92099 
shown

Item 90321 
shownC . 7 DRAWER END CABINET

LOT NO. 90321/68785   $19999  
REG. PRICE $249.99

REG. PRICE $249.99

99  SAVESAVE
$$5050

YOUR CHOICE!

42"

56.5"

hft_texascoop_1211_spread_M-REG8895.indd   2 10/14/11   9:52:28 AM
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SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SUPER

 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot 
be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase 
date with receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must 
be presented in-store, or with your order form, 
or entered online in order to receive the coupon 
discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit one 
coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot be used 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or 
with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the coupon discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit 
one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot be used 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or 
with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the coupon discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit 
one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6
This valuable coupon is good anywhere you shop Harbor Freight Tools (retail stores, online, or 800 number).  Cannot be used 
with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store, or 
with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the coupon discount. Valid through 3/30/12.  Limit 
one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

OFFOFF
2020%%

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Use this coupon to save 20% on any one single item purchased when 
you shop at a Harbor Freight Tools store. *Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. Coupon not 
valid on any of the following: gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended service plans, Compressors, 
Generators, Tool Cabinets, Welders, Floor Jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, Parking Lot 
Sale items, Blowout Sale items, Day After Thanksgiving Sale items, Tent Sale items, 800 number orders or 
online orders. Coupon not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with original 
receipt. Coupon cannot be bought, sold, or transferred. Original coupon must be presented in-store in 
order to receive the offer.  Valid through 3/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

FREE!FREE!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1  Free item only available with qualifying minimum purchase 
(excluding price of free gift item).  Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon.  Coupon 
not valid on prior purchases. Offer good while supplies last.  Shipping & Handling charges may 
apply if free item not picked up in-store.  Coupon cannot be bought, sold or transferred.  Original 
coupon must be presented in-store, or with your order form, or entered online in order to receive 
the offer.  Valid through 3/30/12. Limit one coupon per customer and one coupon per day.

WITH MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $9.99

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and 
sell direct to you. It's just that simple!  
See for yourself at one of our 370 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon 
on one of our 7,000 products*, plus pick 
up a Free 7 Function Digital Multimeter, a 
$9.99 value. We stock Shop Equipment, 
Hand Tools, Tarps, Compressors, Air & 
Power Tools, Woodworking Tools, Welders, 
Tool Boxes, Generators, and much more.

Nobody Beats Our Quality, 
Service and Price!

Over•  20 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee• 
No Hassle Return Policy!• 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!• 

LOT NO.  68303/67256/68861 

Item 
 68303  
shown

OSCILLATING 
MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL

REG. 
PRICE 

$59 .99  $1999 

SAVE 
66%

SUPER
 

COUPON!

8 Functions: Sanding, Cut Flooring, 
Cut Metal, Scrape Concrete, 
Remove Grout, Cut Plastic, 
Scrape Flooring, Plunge Cut

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
46%

REG. PRICE $74.99

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  
95275 

 $3999 REG. 
PRICE 

$99 .99 

 2000 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
REMOTE CONTROL AND 
AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

 $4999 

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
50%

REG. PRICE $59 .99 

 $2999 
LOT NO. 66783

10/2/55 AMP, 6/12 VOLT
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

Order Online at HarborFreight.com and We'll Ship Your Order370 Stores Nationwide

SAVE 
40% $599 REG. 

PRICE 
$9 .99 

 LEATHER INDUSTRIAL 
WORK GLOVES - 5 PAIRS 

 One size 
fi ts all. 

 LOT NO. 66287 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
77%

 12" RATCHET 
BAR CLAMP/SPREADER 

LOT NO.  46807 

REG. PRICE $8 .99 
 $199 

REG. 
PRICE 

$19.99 $999 

LOT NO.  95578 

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

 Grinding 
wheel sold 
separately. 

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
28%

 $1799 
REG. PRICE $24 .99 

 36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

 Includes 1.2 volt, 600mAh/6 volt 
NiCd rechargeable battery pack. 

LOT NO.  98085 

SAVE 
$35

REG. PRICE $99 .99 LOT NO. 
 68048 

 $6499 

WEIGHS 
74 LBS.

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
HEAVY DUTY FLOOR JACK 

REG. 
PRICE 

$11 .99  $499 
NEW!NEW!

SAVE 
58%

 12 PIECE CUSHION GRIP 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

LOT NO. 
 68868 

SAVE 
56%

AUTO DARKENING 
WELDING HELMET 
WITH BLUE FLAME 

DESIGN

REG. PRICE $79 .99 
 $3499 

LOT NO.   91214  

 7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER 

Item 90899 
shown

REG. PRICE $9.99

ITEM 
90899/98025

LOT NO. 
 68146 

hft_texascoop_1211_spread_M-REG8895.indd   3 10/14/11   9:52:47 AM
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Steel shops, agriculture barns, RV buildings, 
airplane hangars, barndominium homes. 

Erection included. Concrete slabs available.

Instant Quotes Online: www.wdmb.com

W.D. Metal Buildings

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466

F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com
W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design.

Farm•Industrial •Commercial

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

(Local codes may affect prices)

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$36,466 

25  YEAR  COLOR  WARRANTY

Based In 
Texas

30’ x 50’ x 10’................$8,585

40’ x 60’ x 12’................$11,980

60’ x 100’ x 12’..............$23,882

80’ x 100’ x 14’..............$32,696

100’ x 150’ x 14’............$57,915

LOW COST
Mobile Home Insurance

  
  
  

  
    

Start Saving
 

www.stdins.com
Call For A Custom Quote

8005220146
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0% interest available for 48 months 10% down and $299.00
per month WAC 

2210 Highway 90
Liberty, TX

(936) 336-7226

9135 College Street
Beaumont, TX
(409) 842-1128

Build your customized package online!  •  www.tractorpackages.com

33402 HWY. 290 West 
Hockley, TX

(281) 256-6900

Package includes:
• 305 Loader • 5’ Box Blade • 5’ Rotary Cutter

• Insulated Canopy Top • Post Hole Digger
• 16’ HD Ranch King Trailer with ramps

2011 John Deere 3032E, 32 HP
Hydro Transmission • 4 Wheel Drive

WE  DELIVER

 EVERYWHERE!



Armed with a tattered law book and a pair of
six-shooters, the legendary Judge Roy Bean
doled out a peculiar form of frontier justice in a
lawless section of far West Texas during the last
half of the 19th century. Photographs show a
tough, grizzled old geezer in a dusty black coat.
Tales from the life of the manipulative magistrate
bridge the gap between horror and amusement.

Before he mounted the judicial bench in
Texas, Roy Bean served as a California Ranger
with a penchant for stealing the hearts of San
Diego señoritas. One such amorous episode
nearly cost him his life. With Bean in the saddle,
a jealous suitor and others got the jump on Bean,
strung him up to a poplar tree, urged his horse
out from under him and left the scene. Unseen, the señorita
dashed from her hiding place to cut Bean down. He was alive
and kicking, but spent the rest of his life with a stiff neck.

After that incident, Bean, who was born in Kentucky, left
California and drifted through the Southwest, at one point
delivering milk in San Antonio. In time, as the story goes, he
decided to increase his take by adding creek water to the
milk. This scheme worked until one of his customers found a
minnow swimming in a milk bottle.

“By Gobs,” Bean said when the customer confronted him,
“I’ll have to stop them cows from drinkin’ outa the creek.”

Bean left town and in 1882 set up a saloon in a shabby
railroaders tent camp called Vinegarroon—named for a whip
scorpion—west of the Pecos River and just north of the Rio
Grande. There, he planned to line his pockets with money
made selling whiskey. When the railroad came through and
whiskey began to flow, disorderly conduct followed, and the
nearest law was hundreds of miles away in El Paso. But
packed in the bottom of an old trunk, Roy Bean had a solu-
tion: a dusty law book—the 1879 Revised Statutes of Texas.

Soon a sign appeared outside the saloon: ROY BEAN -
BARREL WHISKEY - JUSTICE OF THE PEACE - LAW
WEST OF THE PECOS. Eventually, the judge sent word to
the authorities of Precinct 6 that he was willing to accept an
appointment to the position of justice of the peace for Pecos
County. He got it. With a whiskey barrel for a bench and a
gun butt for a gavel, he began to dole out his own brand of
frontier justice. Bean’s rulings often had little connection to
the statutes in his beloved law book. One handwritten entry
read: “cheating at cards is a hanging offense, if ketched.”
With no jail in town, the rare prisoner was shackled to a
mesquite tree, and justice was meted out in the form of fines,

which disappeared into Bean’s pocket.
The tent village, at first called Eagle Nest, was renamed in

honor of railroad man George Langtry. Inside Bean’s saloon,
an oak bar and poker tables shared space with a crude court-
room. He named the establishment the Jersey Lilly after an
English actress, Emilie Lillie Langtry (no relation to George
Langtry) of Jersey in the Channel Islands, whose picture he
spotted in a newspaper.

Bean, who ignored the correct spelling of Lillie, lost his
heart to the beauty. “By Gobs,” he said when he saw the pic-
ture, “Ain’t she a purty critter?” 

As time passed, murders, robberies, horse thieving, cattle
rustling, inquests, marriages, assaults and civil suits all gen-
erated income for Judge Roy Bean, who had a tough reputa-
tion. He sentenced many criminals to hang, but there is no
evidence that he ever actually carried out the threat. He
allowed some to escape. Needless to say, they never came
back to Langtry. 

In his later years, Bean fined a dead man $40—all that the
man had in his pockets—for carrying a concealed weapon.
But the judge had a softer side that was less well known. The
$40 bought a coffin and headstone and paid the grave digger
to bury the corpse. And money collected from fines often
bought food and medicines for the poor of Langtry.

In 1903, Bean died as he had lived, after a drinking binge.
He built his reputation as “The Law West of the Pecos” at a
time when West Texas was infested with gunslingers, desper-
adoes, cutthroats and thieves. The homespun law of Judge
Roy Bean worked. And, by Gobs, there are times when the
end justifies the means.

Martha Deeringer, frequent contributor

B Y  M A R T H A  D E E R I N G E R

F O O T N O T E S  I N  T E X A S  H I S T O R Y
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Judge Roy Bean

C O R B I S
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B Y  K E V I N  H A R G I S Savory or sweet? That was the decision facing judges of the
2011 Holiday Recipe Contest sponsored by the Texas Pecan Board. More specifi-
cally, it was the decision faced by one judge. The ballots had all been returned and
counted except one, and the contest was too close to call. Anticipation filled the
room as the deliberative judge tasted, thought and tasted again, then finally
marked her ballot.

That vote made Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative member Linda Morten’s
Pecan-Cranberry Bread Pudding with Lemon Hard Sauce this year’s grand-
prizewinning recipe. “That’s amazing,” said Morten of the win that earned her
$2,000. “I’ve been doing that (recipe) for years for Thanksgiving” in response to
numerous requests, she said.

Morten, who works for the Brenham State School, is no stranger to cooking
contest victories. In 2005, she won the National Beef Cook-Off, claiming a

$50,000 prize with which she and her
husband, Michael, bought their house,
just minutes away from Lake
Somerville. One of her three daughters,
Natalie, is following in her mother’s
footsteps as an avid cook and is attend-
ing the Culinary Arts Institute in
Houston.

This year, prizes were also awarded
to category winners and runners-up.
Bandera Electric Cooperative member
Sativa Rasmussen-Sanders’ entry,
Twisted Texas Chicken Diablos, was
named Savory Category winner with a
prize of $1,000. 

The Sweet Category winning prize,
also $1,000, went to Luke Canatella,
whose home is served by Bryan Texas
Utilities, for his pecan-laden Breakfast
Cookies.

The category runners-up, who each
won $500, were: J-A-C Electric
Cooperative member G.W. Quick for
Texas-Style Savory Deviled Eggs and
Rusk County EC member Jean A.
Bunyard for Fig Pecan Pie.

$2,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER
Linda Morten
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative
Morten said she got a broad range of
culinary experience growing up. She was
born in Venezuela, and her father was in
the oil business, which took the family to
destinations around the world, including
a stint in Singapore. “If it wasn’t for trav-
eling, I wouldn’t be exposed to many
tastes,” she said. “That’s where I got my
cooking ability.”

Morten said she loves to create
desserts, making things that look pretty
and taste good. She also loves to enter
cooking contests. “Formulating recipes
for pay,” she said with a laugh. “That’s
my love and my passion.”

P E C A N - C R A N B E R R Y  B R E A D  P U D D I N G  W I T H
L E M O N  H A R D  S A U C E
      2   large eggs
        1/2   cup granulated sugar
        1/2   cup butter or margarine, melted

        3/4   cup half and half
       1   teaspoon vanilla extract
   1 1/2   cups chopped, toasted Texas pecans,
            divided
   1 1/2   cups fresh cranberries, divided

R E C I P E  R O U N D U P

Holiday Recipe Contest
S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T E X A S  P E C A N  B O A R D  

Linda Morten with her prize-winning Pecan-Cranberry Bread Pudding with Lemon Hard Sauce
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       1   loaf (16 ounces) raisin bread, cut 
            into 1-inch cubes
            Lemon-Vanilla Hard Sauce
            Pumpkin Shell Serving Bowls, 
            optional
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly
grease 8x8-inch pan. In large mixing
bowl, stir together eggs, sugar, butter,
half and half, vanilla, 1 cup pecans, 1 cup
cranberries and cubed bread. Spoon into
prepared pan. Bake for 25 minutes.
Immediately top with Lemon-Vanilla
Hard Sauce and allow to melt. Sprinkle
with reserved pecans and cranberries.
Serve in Pumpkin Shell Serving Bowls, if
desired (instructions follow).

L E M O N -VA N I L L A  H A R D  S A U C E
        1/2   cup butter, softened
       1   teaspoon finely grated lemon zest
       1   tablespoon fresh lemon juice
   1 1/2   cups powdered sugar
       1   tablespoon vanilla extract
Cream butter, zest and juice on medium
speed with electric mixer. Gradually add
powdered sugar and vanilla, beating
until light and fluffy.

P U M P K I N  S H E L L  S E R V I N G  B O W L S
     12   pie pumpkins (1/2 pound each)
        1/4   cup butter or margarine, melted and 
            divided
        1/4   cup packed brown sugar, divided
Cut tops off pumpkins, reserving lids
with stems. Scoop out seeds and pulp.
Brush inside of each with about 1 tea-
spoon butter and sprinkle inside of each
with about 1 teaspoon brown sugar. Top
with lids. Place pumpkins on baking
sheet and bake along with pudding for
25 minutes. 

Allow pumpkins to cool slightly and
spoon pudding evenly into each pump-
kin shell. Top each with 1 tablespoon of
Lemon-Vanilla Hard Sauce and allow it
to melt. Sprinkle with reserved pecans
and cranberries.

Servings (pudding with sauce only): 12. Serving size: 1
cup. Per serving: 465 calories, 6 g protein, 27.5 g fat,
47.5 g carbohydrates, 3.5 g dietary fiber, 138 mg
sodium, 26.8 g sugars, 77 mg cholesterol

COOK’S TIP: Try Lemon-Vanilla Hard
Sauce over other warm baked goods such as
scones or muffins.

$1,000 SAVORY WINNER
Sativa Rasmussen-
Sanders
Bandera Electric
Cooperative
Rasmussen-Sanders,
who lives in Pipe
Creek with her hus-
band, Ryan, and sons
Ryeth, 15; Colsten, 9; and Vanden, 6;
does a lot of cooking to feed her boys.
“They eat a lot,” she said.

The inspiration for her Twisted Texas
Chicken Diablos recipe came from eat-
ing similar dishes at area restaurants.
She made a few changes, incorporating
pecans and grilling or baking them
instead of deep frying, as with the ver-
sions she’d eaten off local menus.

T W I S T E D  T E X A S  C H I C K E N  D I A B LO S
      2   pounds chicken tenders

        2/3   cup orange juice
   1 1/2   tablespoons dry steak seasoning
      8   ounces cream cheese
        2/3   cup chopped Texas pecans
     12   whole fresh jalapeños
      2   pounds thin-sliced bacon
      2   cups barbecue sauce

Place chicken tenders in bowl, add
orange juice and 1 tablespoon steak sea-
soning, stir, cover and set in refrigerator
to marinate 1 or more hours, but not
overnight. In separate bowl, mix cream
cheese, pecans and 1/2 tablespoon steak
seasoning, blend well by hand, and set
aside. When ready to assemble, wash
and slice jalapeños in half lengthways,
remove seeds, then rinse again. Fill
jalapeño half with cream cheese mixture,
place chicken tender on top of filling,
wrap with 1 slice of bacon, and secure
with large grilling skewer so that bacon
stays wrapped around jalapeño. Place
three stuffed jalapeños on each skewer.
When finished, brush all finished
jalapeños generously with barbecue
sauce. Bake or grill until chicken is thor-
oughly cooked, approximately 45 min-
utes to 1 hour at 350 degrees, turning
halfway through cooking time and bast-
ing with more sauce. Baste one last time
about 5 minutes before finishing cooking
or use remaining sauce to serve.

Servings: 12. Serving size: 2 diablos. Per serving: 788
calories, 41.1 g protein, 47.6 g fat, 32 g carbohydrates,
2.3 g dietary fiber, 2,549 mg sodium, 13.7 g sugars,
134 mg cholesterol

TWISTED TEXAS CHICKEN DIABLOS

R E C I P E  R O U N D U P
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R E C I P E  R O U N D U P

$1,000 SWEET WINNER
Luke Canatella
Bryan Texas
Utilities
Canatella, who works
for Luby’s Cafeterias
as an account man-
ager, loves to make
pastries and play
around with recipes. For this contest, he
modified a breakfast cookie recipe he’d
created, adding pecans and the special
ingredient—bacon—to yield a hearty
cookie with a salty-sweet taste and
crunchy texture that wowed the judges.

He said he loves to “take a recipe and
take it apart, then put it back together to
make something everyone likes.”

B R E A K FA S T  C O O K I E S  
      2   cups unsalted butter, melted
      2   cups light brown sugar packed lightly
      3   cups granulated sugar, divided
      6   large eggs

       1   tablespoon vanilla extract
      2   cups quick-cooking oatmeal
      2   cups Texas pecan pieces
     12   ounces bacon, cooked crisp and 
            roughly chopped
      4   cups all-purpose flour
    1 1/2   teaspoons salt
   1 1/2   tablespoons baking powder
      4   cups regular corn flakes
        1/8   cup cinnamon
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In large
mixing bowl, mix butter, brown sugar, 2
cups granulated sugar, eggs and vanilla
until well blended. Fold in oatmeal,
pecans and bacon. Add flour, salt and
baking powder, mixing well. Add corn
flakes and mix until combined evenly.
Do not over mix. Drop onto parchment
paper using 4-ounce scoop. Leave at
least one inch of space between cookies.
Flatten each into 2-inch circle. Mix cin-
namon and remaining sugar. Sprinkle
atop each cookie. Bake 10 to 12 minutes
or until cookies are set but not crunchy.

Servings: 36. Serving size: 1 cookie. Per serving: 387
calories, 7.4 g protein, 18.3 g fat, 46.6 g carbohy-
drates, 1.7 g dietary fiber, 415 mg sodium, 39.1 g sug-
ars, 68 mg cholesterol

$500 SAVORY RUNNER-UP
G.W. Quick
J-A-C Electric
Cooperative
Quick, an administra-
tive law judge, said he
used to make deviled
eggs using walnuts,
but because he and
his wife, Pat, have pecan trees in their
yard, he switched. This was the first
recipe contest entry he’s attempted.

T E X A S - S T Y L E  S AVO R Y  D E V I L E D  E G G S
     12   eggs
      5   tablespoons mayonnaise
      5   teaspoons dill pickle juice
            Juice of 1 small lime
        1/2   teaspoon prepared yellow mustard
      5   teaspoons sweet relish
      2   tablespoons finely chopped sweet 
            onion
      2   finely chopped large pimiento-stuffed
            olives
      2   tablespoons finely chopped dried 
            cranberries
      3   teaspoons finely chopped, seeded 
            jalapeño
      4   tablespoons finely chopped pecans
     1/4   teaspoon coarse ground pepper
     1/2   teaspoon sugar
    24   Texas pecan halves
            Paprika for garnish
Fill pot with enough water to cover eggs.
Bring to rapid boil and cook 1 minute.
Remove from heat and let sit 15 minutes,
covered. Drain and cool eggs in ice water.
Peel and slice eggs in half lengthwise,
scooping yolks into bowl. Mash egg yolks
to crumb size. Add mayonnaise, pickle
juice, lime juice and mustard. Stir until
mixture forms even paste. Fold in relish,
onion, olives, cranberries, jalapeño,
chopped pecans, pepper and sugar and
mix well. Spoon carefully into egg white
halves. Top each egg with pecan half and
sprinkle with paprika. Cover and refrig-
erate at least 1 hour before serving.

Servings: 12. Serving size: 2 egg halves. Per serving:
142 calories, 7 g protein, 10.6 g fat, 4 g carbohydrates,
0.7 g dietary fiber, 163 mg sodium, 1.7 g sugars, 187 mg
cholesterol

BREAKFAST COOKIES



$500 SWEET RUNNER-UP
Jean A. Bunyard
Rusk County
Electric Cooperative
Bunyard, who works
part time as an insur-
ance office manager,
stays busy with volun-
teer work and helping
her husband, Guy, entertain their four
grandchildren. She gets figs from her
daughter, who has her own trees. She
came up with this recipe by modifying an
old one she had found and adding lemon
juice for a sweet-tart zing.

F I G  P E C A N  P I E
     2/3   cup sugar
      2   tablespoons flour
            Pinch salt
            Top and bottom crusts for 9-inch pie
      2   cups sliced figs (fresh or dried)
        1/2   cup Texas pecans, chopped
       1   tablespoon lemon juice
       1   tablespoon lemon zest
            Butter
            Milk
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Mix sugar,
flour and salt; sprinkle half of mixture
evenly into pastry-lined pie pan. Arrange
figs and pecans on top and sprinkle with
lemon juice, zest and remaining flour
mixture. Dot generously with butter. Fit
top crust over pie, sealing edges. Brush
top with milk and cut vents. Bake 15
minutes, then reduce oven temperature
to 350 degrees and bake 30 minutes
longer. Cover edges of crust with strips
of foil to prevent overbrowning, if neces-
sary. Allow to cool before cutting.

Servings: 8. Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 411 calo-
ries, 2.9 g protein, 20.4 g fat, 51.9 g carbohydrates,
2.2 g dietary fiber, 310 mg sodium, 20 g sugars, 8 mg
cholesterol

FIG PECAN PIE

TEXAS-STYLE SAVORY DEVILED EGGS

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 T E X A S  C O - O P  P O W E R 3 7

$ 1 0 0  R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

April’s recipe contest topic is Cupcakes.
You can go big with these tasty, little
cakes. The deadline is December 10.  

Submit recipes online at TexasCoopPower.com under the
Submit and Share tab. Or mail them to Home Cooking, 1122
Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You may also fax
them to (512) 763-3408. Please include your name, address
and phone number, as well as the name of your electric co-
op. Also, let us know where you found the recipe or whether
it’s one you developed yourself. The top winner will receive
$100. Runners-up will also receive a prize.

R E C I P E  R O U N D U P



2 carats of 
Genuine 
Tanzanite

Save near $700!

This story breaks my heart every time. Allegedly, just two
years after the discovery of tanzanite in 1967, a Maasai

tribesman knocked on the door of a gem cutter’s office in
Nairobi. The Maasai had brought along an enormous chunk
of tanzanite and he was looking to sell. His asking price? Fifty
dollars. But the gem cutter was suspicious and assumed that a
stone so large could only be glass. The cutter told the
tribesman, no thanks, and sent him on his way. Huge mistake.
It turns out that the gem was genuine and would have easily
dwarfed the world’s largest cut tanzanite at the time. Based on
common pricing, that “chunk” could have been worth close 
to $3,000,000! 

The tanzanite gem cutter missed his chance to hit the 
jeweler’s jackpot...and make history. Would you have made
the same mistake then? Will you make it today?

In the decades since its discovery, tanzanite has 
become one of the world’s most coveted gemstones.
Found in only one remote place on Earth (in Tanzania’s 
Merelani Hills, in the shadow of Mount Kilimanjaro), the 
precious purple stone is 1,000 times rarer than diamonds.
Luxury retailers have been quick to sound the alarm, warning
that supplies of tanzanite will not last forever. And in this
case, they’re right. Once the last purple gem is pulled from
the Earth, that’s it. No more tanzanite. Most believe that we
only have a few years supply left, which is why it’s so amazing
for us to offer this incredible price break. Some retailers along
Fifth Avenue are more than happy to charge you outrageous
prices for this rarity. Not Stauer. Staying true to our contrarian
nature, we’ve decided to lower the price of one of the world’s
rarest and most popular gemstones.

Our 2-Carat Sunburst Tanzanite Ring features marquise-cut
gems set dramatically in gorgeous sterling silver. Each facet
sparkles with the distinct violet-blue hue of the precious
stones. Behind the shine you’ll find that the exquisite 
silverwork of the setting calls to mind the detailed treasures
being produced by Europe’s finest jewelers. This is a ring 
designed to impress and it does not disappoint.

Now is the point where opportunity knocks. If you open that
door today, you can own this spectacular ring for less than
$100. If you wait? We can’t say for sure. 

Your satisfaction is completely guaranteed. For our
client-friendly approach, Stauer has earned a rare A+ rating
from the Better Business Bureau, a rating we wish to keep.
So, of course, your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are
not completely aglow with the Sunburst Tanzanite Ring,
send it back within 30 days for a prompt and courteous refund.
But, please don't wait, our supply is dropping rapidly.
JEWELRY SPECS:

– 2 ctw genuine tanzanite   – .925 sterling silver setting   – Ring sizes 5–10

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TZR453-03
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Stauer has a Better Business 
Bureau Rating of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices

Sunburst Genuine Tanzanite Ring (2 ctw)—$795
Now $99 +S&P Save $696
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-201-7112
Promotional Code TZR453-03
Please mention this code when you call.

African Gem Cutter 
Makes $2,689,000 Mistake...Will You?

Limited 
Availability

Less Than 
400 290
Ounces 

of Tanzanite
Remain in

This Special
Purchase.

st
au

er
.c

o
m

Stauer®

Limited 

to the first 

2500 respondents
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1 Truly a Painted Bunting:

Pedernales Electric Cooperative

member Michael Krouse shot

the photo, and friend Jason

Boyd altered the image.

1Welcome home: Nueces

Electric Cooperative and Bryan

Texas Utilities member Kelsey

Hellmann shot and altered this

photo of Gibbs in honor of all

past and present military.

F O C U S  O N  T E X A S

FUN WITH PHOTOSHOP

Wow! When we decided to run this modern-day 

category, we had no idea we’d receive so many entries.

It was a blast to look at all of the creative digital

touches—both beautiful and batty—on your everyday

photos. From the slightest enhancement to the most

masterful of manipulations, we enjoyed them all. And

now, we share them with you! 

—ashley clary-carpenter

On TexasCoopPower.com: See more digitally altered submissions.1 Kaleb, grandson of Nueces and San Patricio electric cooperatives

member “Grand Paw” Mike Roach, is pulled out of this photograph,

or so it seems. Grand Paw did the photo taking and editing, and Dad

Mike Roach did the pulling.

Upcoming in Focus on Texas
ISSUE    SUBJECT                           DEADLINE

Feb        Going Nuts                            Dec 10
Sponsored by Texas Peanut Producers

Mar       Wild Animals                                  Jan 10

Apr        Easter                                      Feb 10

May      Everything’s Bigger in Texas       Mar 10

Jun       Hard at Work                        Apr 10

Jul         Yard Art                                 May 10

GOING NUTS is the topic for our FEBRUARY 2012 issue.
Send your photo—along with your name, address, day-
time phone, co-op affiliation and a brief description—to
Going Nuts, Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701, before DECEMBER 10. A stamped, self-
addressed envelope must be included if you want your
entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not
submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or dupli-
cate. If you use a digital camera, submit your highest-
resolution images online at TexasCoopPower.com
/Contests. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be
responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not
received by the deadline. Please note that we cannot pro-
vide individual critiques of submitted photos.

1 All CoServ Electric member Charles Baxter needed to create this image was a thunderstorm, a rainbow, a

great lens and his photo-editing software.

1 Calypso wants to escape the 

dog days of summer, say “grand -

parents” and Guadalupe Valley

Electric Cooperative members Gil

and Sue Merkle, doggie-sitters for

granddaughter Sarah Henderson.
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  10   FRANKLIN 

Christmas Parade & Party,
(979) 828-3276,
www.franklintexas.com

          ROUND TOP

Christmas in Winedale, 
1-888-273-6426,
www.cah.utexas.edu

          SANGER

Arts & Crafts Show, 
(940) 458-7497,
www.sisd.sangerisd.net

          SAN SABA

Christmas on the Square
& Lighted Parade, (325)
372-5141, http://sansaba
chamber.com

 D E C E M B E R
 09  LULING

Cocoa & Carols, 
(830) 875-3214, 
www.lulingcc.org

        KILGORE

Kilgore Snow Hill Festival,
(903) 984-5022, 
www.kilgore
chamber.com

          TOMBALL [9–11]

German Festival &
Christmas Market, (281)
379-6844, www.tomball
germanfest.org

          WEATHERFORD [9–11]

Candlelight Christmas Gift
Market at the Doss, 
(817) 599-6168,
www.dosscenter.org

 10   CANYON LAKE

Christmas Parade, 
(830) 964-2461,
http://clnoonlions.com

     

  10  SINTON 

“Old Fashioned” Christmas
Illuminated Parade, 
(361) 364-2381 

          VERNON

Christmas on the Western
Trail, (940) 552-6803

This is just a sampling of the events
and festivals around Texas. For the
complete listing, please visit the
Events page at TexasCoopPower.com.
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PICK OF THE MONTH

DECEMBER 10
CHAPPELL HILL

Holiday Home Tour & Teddy Bear
Parade, (979) 836-6033, 
www.chappellhillmuseum.org

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS

9
TOMBALL

German Festival &
Christmas Market

10
SANGER

Arts & Crafts Show

DEAR DORRIS:  
I’m a woman who is 

64 years young who 

suffers from really 

loose skin under my 

chin and on my lower neck.  I hate the term, but my 

grandkids say I have “turkey neck” and frankly, I’ve 

had enough of it! 

I have tried some creams designed to help tighten and 

firm that loose, saggy skin, but they did not work.  Is 

there any cream out there that can truly help my loose 

neck skin?

 Turkey Neck , Tarrant County

DEAR TURKEY-NECK:  In fact, there is a very 

potent cream on the market that firms, tightens and 

regenerates new skin cells on the neck area.  It is called 

the Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream®.  

This cream contains an instant lift ingredient that 

tightens the skin naturally, as well as deep 

moisturizing ingredients to firm the skin and make it 

more supple.  Amazingly, the Dermagist Neck 
Restoration Cream® also has Stem Cells taken from 

Malus Domesticus, a special apple from Switzerland.   

These stem cells are actually unprogrammed cells that 

can mimic those of young skin that stays tight, firm 

and wrinkle free.    

As an alternative to the scary surgeries or face lifts that 

many people resort to, this cream really packs a big 

punch on the loose saggy skin of the neck.  The 
Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream® is available 

online at Dermagist.com or you can order or learn 

more by calling toll-free, 888-771-5355. Oh, I almost 

forgot… I was given a promo code when I placed my 

order that gave me 10% off. The code was “ TXN3”. It’s 

worth a try to see if it still work.

Dear 
Dorris:

Loose Saggy Neck Skin – Can Any Cream Cure Turkey Neck?
A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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 18   INDEPENDENCE [18–19]

Bethlehem in
Independence Live
Nativity, (979) 830-3461

 26  FREDERICKSBURG

Boxing Day Celebration
at Becker Vineyards,
(830) 644-2681,
www.beckervineyards.com

  31   CALDWELL

New Year’s Eve Jeans &
Jewels Dinner & Dance,
(979) 535-7702, http://
tgburlesoncounty.com

 J A N U A R Y
 06  DEL RIO

First Friday Art Walk,
(830) 768-2287, http://
casadelacultura.com

 07  CORPUS CHRISTI

30th Annual Boar’s Head
& Yule Log Festival, (361)
854-3044, http://
firstchristiancc.org

6
DEL RIO
First Friday
Art Walk
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31
CALDWELL

New Year's Eve Jeans &
Jewels Dinner & Dance

18
INDEPENDENCE

Bethlehem in Independence 
Live Nativity

Gettysburg
Pennsylvania

Infantry Monument

Glacier
Montana

Mtn. Goat & Mt. Reynolds

Vicksburg
Mississippi 

Ironclad U.S.S. Cairo

Chickasaw
Oklahoma 

The Lincoln BridgeOlympic Washington 
Elk & Mt. Olympus

Get an Uncirculated 
2010 Lincoln Cent –
first issue with new
Union Shield reverse!

Please send
coupon to:

Dept. 2HS401
1309 Mt. Eustis Road
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, December 31, 2011

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945©
20

11
 L

CC
, L

LC

FREE Gift!
when you order by deadline

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

Card No.                                            Exp. Date_____/_____

Name _________________________________________

Address______________________________ Apt#______

City ______________________State ____ Zip__________

E-Mail _________________________________________

Please print your complete name and address clearly

Method of 
payment:
❏ Check payable to Littleton Coin Co.  
❏ VISA                       ❏ MasterCard   
❏ American Express   ❏ Discover Network     

FREE!

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

                    Please send the complete Uncirculated P&D
10-Coin Set of 2011 America’s National Park

Quarters for ONLY $5.95 – regularly $10.00, plus Free 
Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send my FREE Uncirculated
2010 Union Shield Cent (one per customer, please).

❐ YES!✓
Special Offer for New Customers Only

Each minted for about ten weeks, then never again – order now!
To order, please mail coupon or visit us at www.LittletonCoin.com/specials

NEW State Quarters!
Honoring America’s National Parks

                     How Many Sets (limit 5):   __________

                  Total Cost @ $5.95 per set: $ _________
                    Add a Custom 2010-2015
               P&D America’s National Park
                        Quarters Display Folder
                             and SAVE 25% at 
                                              $2.95 each: $ _________
                           Shipping & Handling: $ _________

                                     Total Amount: $ _________

Don’t miss out on this exciting new 2010-2021
quarter series. Now the 2011 coins have all
been released, and you can own all 10 popular
second-year coins in this series honoring
America’s national parks and historic sites.
Each year, five new designs are minted in about
10-week intervals, then never again. 

Complete Uncirculated 2011 P&D Set!
Get a complete Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D”
10-coin set, in collector-preferred Uncirculated
condition, for ONLY $5.95 – a savings of 40%
OFF the regular price.

FREE gift if you order by deadline!
Order by deadline to get a FREE Uncirculated
2010 Lincoln cent with the new Union Shield
reverse design!

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from
our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval
Service, from which you may purchase any or
none of the coins – return balance in 15 days –
with option to cancel at any time. Order your
10-coin set today!

Complete 2011
Year Set!

  17   LUCKENBACH

Christmas Ball, 1-888-311-
8990, www.luckenbach
texas.com

          SNYDER

Big Country Christmas
Ball, (325) 660-8338,
www.westtexasrehab.org

          McKINNEY [17–19]

Holiday Trail of Lights,
(972) 562-5566,
www.heardmuseum.org

     

AROUNDTEXASAROUNDTEXAS

We pick events for the 
magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com.
Submit your event for
February by December 10,
and it just might be 
featured in this calendar! 

  10  WIMBERLEY

Winter’s Eve “A Christmas
Festival,” (512) 757-5507,
www.wimberley
merchants.com

          DECATUR [10–11]

A Cowboy Christmas
Story, (903) 227-7369,
www.wisecountycowboy
church.com



4 2 T E X A S C O - O P P O W E R D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 1 I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  G I L  A D A M S

H I T  T H E  R O A D

enters the open doors and propels the
arms of windmills on display. Blades
whir, gears creak and a sucker rod
alternately draws up and spurts water
into a metal tank with the clinking of
check balls, spheres in the sucker rod
that regulate water flow.

Outside, an English post mill
commemorates the first windmill
built in America in 1621. Its oak
cabin, equipped with 2,400-pound
stones to grind grains, swivels on a
post to obtain the best angle in the
wind.

The post mill’s wood sails juxta-
pose the nearby Vestas Model V47
windmill, a modern wind turbine
standing 250 feet high from its base
to the tip of an upright blade. The
machine has a capacity to generate
660 kilowatts of electricity, a frac-
tion of which powers the museum;
the rest goes into the grid. 

The wind power center museum’s
6,000-square-foot mural, “Legacy of
the Wind,” illustrates the evolution
of windmills on a Texas landscape
dotted with cattle, mockingbirds and
black-tailed prairie dogs. (To get

close enough to almost touch a live prairie
dog, visit Lubbock’s PRAIRIE DOG TOWN.)
On one end of the mural, the post mill
stands alone on the horizon. In the cen-
ter, a town—Lubbock, perhaps—sprouts
up in the midst of water-pumping wind-
mills. Afar, groups of white wind tur-
bines stripe a pink sunset.

To top off a day of touring, stop at
The TRIPLE J CHOPHOUSE & BREW CO. on
Buddy Holly Avenue for dinner, and
toast the American Wind Power Center
with a beer on tap, such as the seasonal,
honey-colored Windmill Wheat. Then
bunk for the night in a Santa Fe
Railroad caboose—much like the
caboose at the ranching center—that
owners David and Dawn Fleming con-
verted into a suite at WOODROW HOUSE

BED AND BREAKFAST.

Suzanne Haberman, communications
specialist

On TexasCoopPower.com 
Read more about Lubbock destinations and
experience the real West in a slideshow.               

Long before Texas Tech University,
Jones AT&T Stadium and the Metro
Tower defined the Lubbock skyline,
pioneers from the East Coast and
Europe who dreamed of land owner-
ship and cattle ranching drove an exis-
tence from this flat, semiarid stretch of
the South Plains, leading to the
rise of the largest city in the
Panhandle. 

Lubbock embraces its heritage
with museums and parks that take
visitors back in time. “Lubbock is a
destination for people who want to
see the real West,” says Jim Pfluger,
executive director of the NATIONAL

RANCHING HERITAGE CENTER.

Volunteer ranch host Ron Cox
kicks back on the porch of a pre-
served, 1900s-era house at the
ranching center at Texas Tech. His
broad-rimmed hat and jacket,
trappings of his period-specific
costume, rest near his elbow.

“Did you lose your saddle?” he
asks a visitor strolling up on foot.
Playing the character of a West
Texas rancher, Cox insinuates that
anyone walking must have lost a
horse. 

Cox drops his act only when a couple
tries to step over the threshold for a
better look inside. “Actually, I’m not
supposed to let you in there,” he says.
He then stands in the doorway and
explains what life was like for the orig-
inal resident living near modern-day
Midland, where the house once stood. 

The Box and Strip House, made by
nailing vertical boards to a box-like
frame without horizontal support, is
one of the 48 historic—and mostly
original—ranch structures relocated to
the ranching center for preservation.
“These are the reminders of the physi-
cal presence of the pioneers,” Pfluger
says, “the actual three-dimensional
items of the people who settled the
American West.”

Walking the outdoor park trail—
from a replica of Los Corralitos, a 1780s
fortified home; to the Pitchfork Ranch
Cookhouse, a mess hall used at the
Pitchfork Ranch from the 1890s to
2003—visitors inhale the scent of cedar
and spy an occasional jackrabbit. The

relics reveal the nature of early settlers’
home and work life, right down to
details like branding irons in the 6666
Barn. A train station display features a
steam locomotive, King Ranch shipping
pens and a red caboose. 

During CANDLELIGHT AT THE RANCH,

this year scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m. on
December 9-10, the park comes alive as
more volunteers such as Cox don cos-
tumes and perform re-enactments for
more than 6,000 viewers. “People can
look into the buildings and see what the
inhabitants were doing to prepare for or
celebrate the holiday,” Pfluger says.

But life on the dusty Plains would
not have been possible without the abil-
ity to pump water. In northeast
Lubbock, the AMERICAN WIND POWER

CENTER’S more than 150 windmills nar-
rate the history of wind power, which
was vital to settling the dry lands. “You
couldn’t come out here to this part of
Texas and live without a windmill,” says
Coy Harris, the museum’s executive
director.

Inside the main building, a breeze

LUBBOCK
Relive the real West.

BY SUZANNE HABERMAN



HIGH-SPEED 
INTERNET NOW AVAILABLE

 

Blockbuster Movie Pass (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH Network service activated between 10/1/11 and 1/31/12. With a 24-month agreement and minimum of America’s Top 200 programming package, for the first 12 months of your subscription, you 
receive a bundle of Blockbuster Movie Pass for $5/mo (regularly $10/mo) and America’s “Everything” Pak for $74.99/mo, America’s Top 250 for $39.99/mo, America’s Top 200 for $34.99/mo, or DishLATINO Max for $34.99/mo. Other qualifying packages include 3-month bundle. 
Promotional prices continue for applicable promotional period provided you subscribe to both components of the bundle and do not downgrade. After applicable promotional period, then-current prices apply to each component. Requires online DISH Network account for discs by 
mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating BLOCKBUSTER stores. Offer not available in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select 
packages. Everyday price guarantee valid only on the following packages: DishFAMILY, America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus, America’s Top 200, America’s Top 250, DISH America, DISH America Silver, DISH America Gold. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. After 12 months of programming credits, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 
24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is $99; after 3 free months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must 
be returned to DISH Network upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; upfront and monthly fees may apply based on type and number of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. Prices, packages, programming and offers 
subject to change without notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/12. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and 
service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. $25 Visa® gift card requires activation and $2.95 shipping and handling fee. You will receive a claim voucher within 3-4 weeks and the 
voucher must be returned within 30 days. Your Visa® gift card will arrive in approximately 6-8 weeks. InfinityDISH charges a one-time $49.95 non-refundable processing fee. Indiana C.P.D. Reg. No. T.S. 10-1006. *Certain restrictions apply. Based on the availability in your area.

 
  
 
 
 

 

WWW.INFINITYDISH.COM

CALL TODAY
AND ASK ABOUT NEXT DAY INSTALLATION 

 

    

First 100 callers receive
Respond By: 01/15/12

FREE FREE

20 Movie Channels 

 6 Room 
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HD
over 

100,000 movie titles

FREE PLUS
Only with
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GUARANTEE THROUGH JAN. 2013
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1-800-392-2202

At Germania Insurance, we understand that what you drive is important to you.
Whether it’s going to work, taking the kids to the game or going to the store,

Texans spend a lot of time in their vehicles. At Germania, we insure the things that
are most important to you—your home, your vehicle and your family.

We understand.

We’ve been protecting Texans for over 115 years.  We have competitive rates,
discount options and exceptional claim service, 24/7. Call your local Germania

agent today and find out why Germania Insurance is

The Insurance Texans Trust.®

It’s Not Just a Vehicle,
it’s who you are.


