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NAZARETH

Village’s exhaustive
devotion to Nativity
pageant means '
that Christmas
comes but once
every two years
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IT°S EASY
BEING
GREEN

The Greenhouse Kit from Mueller is
an easy, affordable way to indulge
your love for flowers and plants. The
clear polycarbonate panels let the
sunshine in and protect your plants
from the elements. Easy assembly,
too. Just another reason why
Mueller is the natural choice.

Features & Benefits:

» Easy to assemble bolt-together
design

* Galvanized steel frame

e Durable polycarbonate skylights
¢ Hail resistant

e UV protection

* Lockable walk door

e 32 designer trim colors to
choose from

Available Sizes:
*6'X9 * 9 x 12
e 12’ x 15’ e 12’ x 18’

UELLER,

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS
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2012 ends December 31,
So do these offers.

OUR 2012 YEAR-END CLEARANCE is the biggest ever from Massey Ferguson®. Nobody offers a more versatile, rugged
or productive sub-compact and compact. And now, nobody makes them more affordable. But these offers end December 3lst.

So see your dealer today. Or learn more at MasseyFerguson.us.

| |
500 © 0* 7 .-%3,000

INSTANT CASH BACK FINANCING for 72 MONTHS CREDIT for LOADER
on MF2615 and MF2635. on all GC2400/2600, 1500 on MF2515 and MF2635. Up to $2,500
And $1000 on any GC2400/2600 and 1600 Series. 60 MONTHS on credit on loader or snow blower
and 1500 Series model. 2600 Series tractors. on GC2400/2600, 1500, 1600 Series.

MASSEY FERGUSON

///AAGCO MASSEY FERGUSON s a registered trademark of AGCO.

Your Agriculture Company

*Contact your participating dealer for more details. Programs are subject to change without notice. Offer ends December 31, 2012.
©2012 AGCO Corporation, 4205 River Green Parkway, Duluth, GA 30096 (877) 525-4384. MFI2NOI4TCG




URRENT

Small World
Thanks for the September article
“Who Knew?” | have always heard
that Davy Crockett's wife was
buried in Acton. It is of significance
to my family as my paternal family
name is Acton, and my maternal
great-grandmother, Mary Leatia
Crockett Humphreys, was a great-
niece of Davy Crockett. This site
joined my two family lineages long
before my parents married. Small
world.

BEVERLY ACTON BARKER | BLUEBONNET EC

Harvey Girls Connection

Like many Texans, |, too, had a
close relative who was a Harvey Girl
[“Dining with the Harvey Girls,”
September]. My Dad passed away
last year at 101in Oakwood. His
mother, Lucy Williams Blasingame,
was a Harvey Girl. Her job was to
launder all those beautiful white
linens and keep the cloth table-
cloths and cloth napkins bright
white. She did it by hand, all day,
and was so happy to have a job.

Grandma Lucy met Arthur, a
cowboy who was a drover for the
last of the trail rides in West Texas.
He saw her, held her hand and
promised to return to marry her
after the cattle were delivered in
Kansas. He did, and there began
another story for another time.

I'm 69 years young and so
appreciative of Martha Deeringer for
writing such a beautiful story that all
ages can enjoy. Texas Co-op Power
consistently hits that happy medium
between nostalgia and useful infor-
mation for today’s readers.

LINDA RUTHERFORD | HOUSTON COUNTY EC

Heart of the Matter
The Texas Almanac may want to
check its facts about where the

Letters, emails and posts from our readers

Hamilton County to the Rescue

On arecent Sunday night, I made a trip to
my ranch in Hamilton from Waco, where I
live, to pick up a trailer I needed for the
next day. When I arrived, I found my
house had no electricity. I called Hamilton
County Electric Co-op and spoke with dis-
patcher Tracy Cox. While I was explaining

Shea Wilson,—=

Gus Krueger

and Tracy Cox .

JOSE YAU

my situation, I was stung in the face by two red wasps. I told Tracy what
happened and that I was highly allergic. She expedited the call, telling the
technician about the wasps.

I was shocked when the technician, Shea Wilson, arrived in just a few
minutes. He was concerned about me instead of getting to the task he came
to do. He was very kind and even offered to drive me back to Waco.

While I looked bad (face very swollen) I thought I’d be fine driving
myself. He got the electricity back on, and we went our separate ways.

The next day Shea called to check on me. He told me he had gone back out
to my ranch and found the red wasp nests and got rid of them. He definitely
went above and beyond his call of duty.

I tip my hat to the great people at Hamilton. I am proud to be a part of it
and hope that someday I can repay Shea and Tracy for their kindness and

concern.

GUS KRUEGER | HAMILTON COUNTY EC

heart of Texas is [“Where is the
heart of Texas,” August]. On U.S.
84,10 miles east of Goldthwaite, is
a little place called Center City. At
Center City there was an oak tree
with a plaque placed by the State
of Texas that said that oak tree had
been calculated to be the exact
center of Texas [based on an early
1870s survey, according to The
Handbook of Texas Online]. Hence
the name Center City.

CURTIS HORTON | UNITED COOPERATIVE SERVICES

Glory Days in San Saba

Oh, how | enjoyed October’s Hit The
Road, “San Saba.” | grew up in San
Saba until 1945, when my father
took a job in Fort Worth. Too bad
we never moved back.

My days in San Saba were the
happiest days of my entire life. My
father climbed many a pecan tree
while we were there. There wasn’t
such a thing as a tree shaker back
then. He had to climb the tree and
knock the pecans off with a cane
pole. | was a junior in high school in
San Saba when | had to leave.

RAY PIERCE | FANNIN COUNTY EC
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(: U R R E N -|-S Energy, innovation, people, places and events in Texas

Lady Bird’s 100th Birthday

Lady Bird Johnson, first lady to President
Lyndon Johnson and fervent environmental- » {
ist, would have turned 100 on December 22. " R N

Claudia Alta Taylor was born in the East
Texas town of Karnack, which is served by
Panola-Harrison Electric Cooperative. When
she was a toddler, she was described by a
nursemaid as “purty as a lady bird,” and that
became her lifelong nickname.

She graduated from The University of
Texas with history and journalism degrees. In
1934, after a whirlwind courtship, she married
Lyndon Johnson, and by 1937 she was the wife
of a U.S. congressman who played a vital role
in the rural electrification of Texas.

As first lady, Lady Bird was instrumental in
the creation of the Highway Beautification Act
0f 1965. Her love of wildflowers led her to create
the National Wildflower Research Center in 1982
near Austin that today is named in her honor.

She died in Austin on July 11, 2007, and
was buried beside her husband at the LBJ
Ranch in Stonewall. The LBJ Presidential
Library in Austin will celebrate Lady Bird’s
100th birthday with the opening of new
exhibits that come after a major interior
redesign.

o

ho among us hasn’t slipped on a pair of damp, ugly rental shoes with ratty
laces and then tried to coax a heavy, chipped ball with ill-fitting holes down a
greased lane? Bowling is something most of us have done—some more proudly
than others.

In any case, you might be interested to know that December 29 will mark the
150th anniversary of when the first wooden bowl-

ing ball was made. The details are sketchy,
but it was in 1862 that bowling left the
stone ages. That’s right: Before that,
the balls were roundish stones. In
WHO KNEW 1905, the first rubber bowling ball

was produced.
Texas leads the nation Arlington is home to the Interna-
in the production of cat- tional Bowling Museum & Hall of
tle, cotton, hay, sheep Fame, and Houston is home to the
and wool, and goats and state’s oldest bowling center (higher-

mohair, according tothe | upsinthe bowling community don’t
Texas Department of want us to call them alleys anymore), AMF

Agriculture. Diamond Lanes, which opened in 1911.
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INTERNATIONAL
YEAR OF
COOPERATIVES

EQUAL EXCHANGE

Equal Exchange, owned by 103
worker-owners, buys tea, cocoa,
sugar, bananas, almonds, olive
oil and coffee from 40 small

farmer co-ops around the world.

Products are sold in all 50 U.S.
states, Taiwan, South Korea and
Saudi Arabia. Equal Exchange
pioneered the idea
of Fair Trade coffee
25 years ago.

HAPPENINGS

Kinderfest in Fredericksburg

While doing your Christmas shopping in tourist-friendly Fredericksburg, you also can entertain
your little ones. Continuing a long-standing German tradition, St. Nicholas will be stopping at
the Pioneer Museum 2-3 p.m. on December 8 to fill the stockings of good boys and girls.
Kinderfest, which has been going on for more than 40 years, invites children to hang
their Christmas stockings over a large hearth in anticipation of St. Nick and then
enjoy singing, storytelling, decorating felt Christmas trees and a visit from the T
jolly man himself. At the end of the festivities, the children can see the surprises TexasCoopPower
that St. Nick put in their stockings. Kinderfest is free to all local and visiting chil- .om
dren 10 and younger accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Find more
happenings all

FOR INFO, (830) 997-2835, PIONEERMUSEUM.NET/KINDERFEST PHP

ON THIS DATE

Know Your Currency Events

Bet you 100 Confederate dollars that you don’t know who Lucy Holcombe

Pickens was.

Well, she was a Texan—lived in Marshall—and went on to become
quite the flirt throughout the South. But 150 years ago—on December
2,1862—the Confederate government issued $100 notes bearing her

portrait.

She was born in Tennessee in 1832, had some schooling in Penn-
sylvania and then lived with her family in Marshall between 1848
and 1850. In 1858 she married Francis Wilkinson Pickens, twice a
widower, 27 years her senior and also the U.S. ambassador to Rus-
sia. In St. Petersburg, Czar Alexander II and Czarina Maria found
her to be quite charming, and they showered the couple with gifts.

The Pickens left Russia, and Francis became governor of
South Carolina on the eve of the Civil War. Lucy died in 1899,
leaving a legacy as the “Queen of the Confederacy” and the only
woman to appear on Confederate currency.

acres in Texas are rural lands, in

TexasCoopPower.com

mg privately owned forests. That’ percent of the state’s total land area.
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COMMUNITY’S EXHAUSTIVE DEVOTION TO NATIVITY PAGEANT MEANS
THAT CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE EVERY TWO YEARS

BY JIM STEIERT « PHOTOS BY NEAL HINKLE
€
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he basement of Nazareth’s Holy Family Church

buzzed. Cast and crew of the community’s cher-

ished Christmas Pageant bustled in 30-minutes-to-
showtime preparation. Villagers from ages infant to 80 had
roles in this December 23, 2011, performance, closing the 18th
season of a holiday heirloom.

No reason to be nervous, but I was, strolling among perform-
ers, camera ready, having already done my publicist job. Lurk-
ing behind the scenes fit better than a pew upstairs.

Eyeing a shepherd on a step, I photographed him—texting—
thumbing technology I hoped he’d silence lest it chirp while
tending flocks by night.

Young angels clad in snowy white perched ‘round a table,
glittered faces sparkling. Tinseled wings flexing, they fixed rapt
attention on Nicole Schulte. The co-director was altering a
scene. Tall, trim, intense, Nicole paced, humming, seeking a cue
for angelic arrival.

Close by, Harvey Milton, robed as Zacharia, fretted. Once he
fell to his creaky knees in fear of Angel Gabriel, he might not be
able to get up.

“Spray your knees with WD-40,” I advised.

“Nah. I already told Angel Gabriel he may have to work a mir-
acle,” mustachioed Harvey countered.

Joe Hochstein, towering, luminous Angel Gabriel, had his
own issues. Head costumer Cince Hoelting Schulte noticed a
wing askew, nabbed him by the arm, hauled him next to a stair-
case and—with safety pins clamped in her lips, eyes squinted—
mumbled, “Be still, be still.” Cince, on tiptoe atop the third step,
fixed Joe’s flight gear.

Wise men Matt Olvera, Derrick Schacher and Mark Kleman
mashed crowns atop their heads, fiddled with sashes and floor-
length robes, practiced majestic bearing.

In acorner, farm boys and bankers shucked boots and jeans for
the bare-limbed look of short pants, gold lamé cloth armor, imita-
tion leather skirting, sandals. Norman Gerber, Troy Ramaekers,
Marcus Brockman and Curtis Durbin wrapped lengths of leather-
looking cloth around their calves—legionnaire leggings. Merci-
fully, long scarlet capes would block backside drafts.

Surrogate soldiers gamely slumped into school desks and
endured daubing with makeup and lipstick.

Baby Cash Hochstein, infant Jesus this year, was passed
among an adoring entourage. If they kept him awake just a little
longer, he might lie quietly in his mother Meredith’s arms,
gazed upon by his dad, Mickey, during Nativity scenes.

After a pre-performance group prayer, I sprinted around the
building and slinked through the main church doors into the
dark sanctuary. A restless crowd waited. I took a right turn and
headed up stairs to the softly lit choir loft for more pictures.

Friends from growing-up days—Darlene Birkenfeld Schulte,
her brothers Bob and Alan, Glenn Ramaekers, Kathy Acker
Birkenfeld—on the choir riser flashed smiles. Bean counter
Henry Ramaekers and farming brothers Rex and Brian
Ramaekers waved from behind narration microphones. Farm
neighbor Jim Hoelting and Nazareth Mayor Ralph Brockman
hunkered beside slide projector spotlights. Mary Lynn Wilhelm
Olvera, playing behind a screen, still never having seen an offi-
cial performance in all her years of playing, fingered the first
organ chords. Warmth welled with the singing: “Welcome, wel-

TexasCoopPower.com

come, child of Bethlehem, welcome newly born king.”
This Christmas story, told through a village’s commitment,
unity and pride, was almost lost.

azareth’s first Christmas Pageant in 1972 culmi-

nated a dream of the late Father Stanley Crocchi-

ola, former pastor of Holy Family Church. Artist,
author, pageant adviser, cast and crew encourager during the
early years, Father Stanley was delighted that Nazareth, named
for Jesus Christ’s childhood hometown, shared a Christmas
pageant with the Panhandle. He worked with the late Donna
Benke Birkenfeld, gifted homegrown writer and musician, who
originated and directed the first pageants, writing the script,
selecting and arranging music, composing the haunting “Sol-
dier Search” and “Magnificat” music.

BELOW: A shepherd, played by B.J. Klein, is joined by angels Alicia Straley, left, and
Amy Schilderink standing behind him and a prayerful Tobie Peterson kneeling
alongside him onstage at Holy Family Church in Nazareth. OPPOSITE: Sharing a
quiet moment before their scene, Mickey Hochstein, playing Joseph, cradles son
Cash. Couples with a new baby traditionally have filled the role of the Holy Family in
the Nazareth Christmas Pageant.

December 2012 Texas Co-op Power 9



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Stage crew members, from left, Norman Gerber, Danny Schilling, Edwin Huseman and Levi Cline unload platforms used to assemble a stage in
front of the altar for the 2011 pageant at Holy Family Church. From left, Julius Birkenfeld, Nazareth Mayor Ralph Brockman and Deaf Smith Electric Cooperative Director Jim
Hoelting work the stage lights—actually slide projectors rigged with home-engineered washer slides—in the choir loft. Angela Fulkerson adds flute accompaniment to the
organ music. A scroll charting the wise men’s route and an elaborate gift for a newborn king are among the props—all home-crafted—used to tell the Christmas story. Men of
the parish used carpentry and metalwork skills to design a raised stage platform that can be assembled and disassembled. From left, Harold Venhaus, Gerber, Clyde Schulte,

Huseman, Cline and Schilling work on the stage.

Noreen Kleman Carson, sister of current-day director
Nicole Schulte, later directed the fifth through eighth pageants
and wrote the music “Chosen by God.”

Father Stanley’s art students painted stage backdrops—
brushstroke Bethlehem. Timeless stitchers Rosemary Wilhelm,
Lucille Drerup, Ann Heck, Ann Schulte—all passed on now—as
well as Judy Lange and Norita Hoelting made costumes.
Crowns for wise men were crafted from plastic bleach jugs,
their robes from priest vestments and communion rail cloth.
Fire helmets became soldier headgear. Garbage can lids were
shields; canning jars and funnels formed lanterns.

Many generations of parish families became choir and musi-
cians, set and lighting crew, carpenters, welders, electricians,
actors, and narrators depicting Christ’s life from the Annuncia-
tion in the Galilean village of Nazareth, through his birth in
Bethlehem, and the Holy Family’s flight to Egypt and return to
Nazareth. Fourteen scenes, 14 songs, faithfully rendered.

Staged annually from 1972 to 1982, and intermittently from
1984 to 1994—the pageant’s initial run was 16 years. The effort
was exhausting, even for this close-knit congregation. A year off
turned into two, five, a decade, 15 years.

10 Texas Co-op Power December 2012

Word of revival came at a German festival in July 2009. I was
leaving Nazareth’s Community Hall when Lisa Lacy Schulte,
who grew up just down the road from our family farm between
Hart and Nazareth, motioned me over.

“Did you know we’re talking about bringing back the Christ-
mas Pageant? We’ll meet about it next week and decide,” she
said excitedly.

Lisa and Nicole Kleman Schulte had talked at a family reunion
about resuming it.

“Watching as a child left memories of the sweetness of the
story, songs that fit scenes perfectly, sense of tradition. I wanted
to see the pageant revived so my children and other children
could know the true story of Christmas,” Nicole explained.

“A generation of our youngsters had never experienced the
Christmas Pageant. Realizing that was all it took to get rolling,”
Lisa said.

Parish priest Father Ken Keller urged his flock to take up the
project only if they were committed.

“So many people called, took over a committee, jumped in
with both feet. They wanted their kids and grandkids to see and
one day remember the pageant,” Lisa recalled.

TexasCoopPower.com



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Alicia Straley gets makeup to give her an angelic look. The heart and soul of Nazareth’s Christmas Pageant is its rich music—14 numbers in all,
performed in the subdued lighting of the loft by a hometown choir that for the 2011 performance included, from left, Mary Ruth Verkamp, Darlene Schulte, Karleen Hoelting,
Beverly Schulte and Sandra Carpenter. Meredith Hochstein, portraying Mary, gazes at son Cash as the newborn king. Women and children who will flee soldiers of King Herod
in an intensely dramatic scene—from left, Vanessa Welps and son Oren, Tausha Schacher, Selena Brockman and son Ethan, and Dianne Heitschmidt—share a relaxing moment
with Kyla Acker, one of the acolytes who will open the program with a processional. Mary Lynn Wilhelm Olvera has played the organ music accompanying scenes from behind
a light screen for many years—without having seen an actual performance.

eterans of pageants past and eager new volunteers

pitched in. Jim Hoelting, a director at Deaf Smith

Electric Cooperative, has worked in every pageant.
Though willing to shinny up streetlight poles as in days past to
disconnect lights that might ruin the pageant’s indoor aura, this
time he borrowed a bucket truck. Jim and fellow technical crew
veteran Ralph Brockman found the original slides—made of
duct tape, aluminum foil and washers—that made carousel pro-
jectors into affordable spotlights. “Big washer hole, large beam;
small washer hole, small beam, way simpler and less costly than
high-dollar lights,” Jim told me during a rehearsal.

“This is a fantastic homespun show that everybody missed, a
hometown production worth doing. People have to want to do
it,” Jim mused.

Norita Hoelting, enduring pageant seamstress, stitched new
costumes and repaired and altered old ones. Ilona Schilderink
upgraded angel wings with new tulle over wire frames and
added garland etching.

The first performance night in 15 years was December 20,
2009, at 7:30. I arrived at 6 to an already half-full sanctuary. By
7, arelay was passing folding chairs for overflow seating.

TexasCoopPower.com

Alan Birkenfeld leaned close as we hauled chairs, smirking.
“You think we had too much publicity?”

A sanctuary that seats just over 700 was cram-jammed—with
people from Amarillo, Tulia, Dimmitt, Hart, Hereford, Friona,
Plainview, Olton, even Lubbock. The dear old pageant shone anew.

In a follow-up meeting, volunteers agreed to alternate years
of staging the pageant. The next performance is in 2013, tenta-
tively scheduled for December 22 and 23.

Memories of pageants past flowed with the music during the
final 2011 performance. As the choir voiced “Cherry Tree Carol”
in the last scene before the closing acolyte processional, the
church was dark. “On a bright Christmas morning,” they sang.
Decorated trees and the créche beside the stage instantaneously
twinkled to life. Silent night ... love’s pure light.

From the choir loft, the manger and its renewed story of
hope are not so far away.

Jim Steiert /s a Hereford writer.

The German and Irish Catholic community of Nazareth’s history as a rural
colony in Texas dates to 1902. Nazareth, 76 miles southwest of Amarillo, and
Holy Family Church are served by Deaf Smith Electric Cooperative.
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FRESH “NEW CROP”
PECANS

New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, bakers boxes,
specialty gift baskets, fudge,
pecan pies. Our very own
specialty roasted and salted
pecans & gifts galore!

(325) 356-3616
www.sorrellsfarms.com

In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com,

we make it easy to shop for friends and family.

B crafted in our Dallas bakery

CUSTOM DESIGN
PERSONALIZED DOMINOES

Puremco Dominoes in Waco
since 1954. Personalized
dominoes with your name,
photograph, logo or brand
are a timeless gift. Call today
to discuss the wide range of
possibilities.

|-800-725-7060
www.dominoes.com

WE SHIP YOUR LOVE

St. Lucia Bread Company offers
10 delicious flavors, all hand-

from scratch—for over 20 years.
e All natural ingredients
 No preservatives

All breads shipped in a
commemorative Texas tin.

1-888-839-277I
www.texashread.com

TEXAS RUBY & RIO
RED GRAPEFRUIT

Juicy red grapefruit and sweet
oranges from the Rio Grande
Valley. Tree-fresh, hand-selected
gifts delivered nationwide. Texas
1015 onions, tomatoes, smoked
meats, nuts and candies. FREE
BROCHURE. Mention code TXCP
for discount with first order.

1-800-580-1900
www.crockettfarms.com

PROFESSIONAL TOOL
STORAGE SOLUTIONS

* Rugged all-steel construction
with precision welding

e Industrial high-gloss powder
coat finish

e Heavy-duty ball bearings for
smooth sliding drawers

Ordering information:

1-800-423-2567
http://www.harborfreight.com/
tool-storage-quality.html

" ( bacon, ham, cheese, jellies,
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TEXAS BEST GIFT BOXES
SINCE 1938

Sausage, jerky, dry sausage,

dressings, etc. Save 5% on gift
boxes with online code: JCM2012.
Wild Game Processing

3116 Hwy. 90AW

Hallettsville, Texas 77964

(361) 798-2985
1-877-793-2985
www.janakpacking.com

TexasCoopPower.com



2012 TEXAS CAPITOL
COLLECTIBLE ORNAMENT

This year’s ornament features the
historic decorative fence finials
adorned with a 24k gold plated
star on top of stylized black
leaves. Made in the USA. The
ornament sells for $18 plus tax
and S&H.

|-888-678-5556
www.texascapitolgiftshop.com

SEEKING GREAT
TEXAS TREATS

Treat your family and friends to
the most delicious pecans and
candies in Texas. Check out our
newly designed 6-way and our
famous 7-way samplers. Call
today for a gift catalog or visit
our website and order online.

1-888-PECANS75 (732-2675)
www.rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

| 00 coo!

{ 2006 Official Texas State Artist

George Boutwell’s 2013 Texas
Classic Cafe Calendar features a
different Texas cafe each month.
$10 each plus 8.25% sales tax
and $3.50 S&H.

1-800-243-4316
www.gboutwell.com

Customized
Boot Jack

CUSTOM CRAFTED
PERSONALIZED GIFTS

Capture unique brands, logos
& names on custom-made
bootjacks, leather coaster sets,
luggage tags & marble trivets.
Lasting gifts for Christmas,
weddings, birthdays & rodeos.

1-888-301-1967
www.crawjacks.com

MIILLER'S LLANO
SMOKEHOUSE

Retail Location
705 W. Young, Llano TX 78643

Mail Order
Corporate discounts available

Wild game processing

1-866-570-0315
www.miillerssmokehouse.com

FROM OUR TEXAS TREES
TO YOUR TABLE

W Giveagift everyone will enjoy
| this holiday season. We sell
Sy Certified Organic Oranges and
Rio Red Grapefruit directly to
our customers.

(512) 246-0778
www.gandsgroves.com
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60 YEARS OF HOME COOKING

Sia decades of Texas’ favorite foods, fads and facts. Full color,
hardbound with more than 600 recipes from 60 years of Texas
Co-op Power. Makes a great gift—uvisit TexasCoopPower.com/Shop
to order your copy online today!

TexasCoopPower.com/shop

TexasCoopPower.com
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BY HARRY SHATTUCK « PHOTOS BY ROBERT SEALE

The imaginations in Houston’s art car community showcase endless ways to kitsch a ride

The Art Car Museum in Houston, which has the bodacious nickname Garage Mahal, is a showroom unlike any other. ‘Iron Maiden,’ left, is the creation of Ken Browning,
Museum Director Noah Edmundson and the BFH Skate crew. ‘Earth, Wind, Fire (and Water)’ won first place in the 2012 Orange Show’s Houston Art Car Parade. Rebecca Bass
and her students at Jefferson Davis High School fine-tuned what used to be a 1996 Saturn station wagon. The art car exhibition changes quarterly.

“CARMADILLO,” “BAD TASTE BBQ)” AND THE
“Mad Cad” may not excel at fuel efficiency.

“But they bring more smiles per mile,”
says Noah Edmundson, director of Hous-
ton’s Art Car Museum—aka the Garage
Mahal.

I get an inkling this is no ordinary
shrine when I park my Camry next to
“Spoonazoid,” a reptilian vehicular crea-
ture with hydraulic arms and jaws cov-
ered by scales crafted from about 6,000
stainless steel spoons—among dozens of
outlandish inventions by Mark “Scrap-
daddy” Bradford, guru of Houston car
artists.

There’s no mistaking you’re at the
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right place, thanks to Californian David
Best’s oversized scrap metal and chrome
exterior, with fenders, bumpers, grilles,
taillights and other car parts providing a
garage-like motif.

Inside, up to eight elaborately
designed vehicles—built from VW bugs,
Caddies, unicycles, golf carts, trucks and
whatever else captures the imagination—
are displayed along with paintings, sculp-
tures and other artwork.

Exhibitions change quarterly, and
part of the fun is that you never know
what you’ll encounter at the no-fee
museum. Car artists represented can
range from Bradford, Best and Californ-

ian Larry Fuente, all acclaimed nation-
ally, to students participating in college
or high school projects. Some creations
make social, political or religious state-
ments; others represent pure whimsy. “I
just like to do goofy things to cars,”
Edmundson concedes.

Displays during my first stop included
“Cigs Kill,” a Nash Statesman body cov-
ered with tobacco leaves attached to a
1978 Lincoln chassis; a Craftsman riding
lawnmower remade into a popcorn cart
by 1l-year-old Houstonian Harry
“Bruiser” Goldberg; and Edmundson’s
miniature pedal car labeled the “Drag-
ster” and driven by a skeleton.

TexasCoopPower.com



On another foray, the prized attraction
was “Earth, Wind, Fire (and Water),” cre-
ated by Rebecca Bass and her students at
Houston’s Jefferson Davis High School,
who renovated a 1996 Saturn station
wagon using mixed media, jewelry, spray
foam, mirror pieces and wood. The car,
which has its own computer system,
includes a working waterfall that flows into
a pond at the rear, a fog machine rising
from the roof, a fire-breathing phoenix,
moving arms and other robotic features
plus Earth, Wind and Fire re-creations
with their instruments. It’s little wonder
this beauty—the 27th art car made by Bass,
many with her students’ help—was among
the biggest winners at the city’s prestigious
Art Car Parade last spring.

Plenty of gems survive: Ever seen a
1972 Honda motorcycle frame support-
ing a giant red stiletto heel? A 1999 Toy-
ota pickup rebuilt as a cockroach? A
7-foot-tall plastic foam rabbit—complete
with fur and sharp teeth—appropriately
atop a 1981 Volkswagen Rabbit and hold-
ing a basket filled with Easter eggs?
They’ve all taken their turn in the spot-
light here. Videos in one gallery showcase
their brilliance.

While art cars are the signature attrac-
tion, the bulk of most exhibitions at the Art
Car Museum involves more traditional art
and photographs. Edmundson suggests
the combination is understandable:

“We’re trying to take art cars to the fine art
level,” he says, then laughs. “And I suppose

ornamentation.

“When people saw what Larry did
with that car,” Edmundson says, “we
thought, ‘The sky’s the limit.””

The “Mad Cad,” since shown at muse-
ums nationwide, is largely credited for the
debut four years later of an Art Car Parade
with 11 vehicles and 2,000 onlookers. The
event, conducted by the city’s Orange
Show Center for Visionary Art, now
attracts 300,000 spectators and entries
from 23 states, Canada and Mexico. Sched-
uled for May 11 next year, it has spawned
similar endeavors worldwide: “A lady from
England came here, went back and started
a parade in London,” Edmundson says. “I
attended one in France.”

The museum expands on the theme—

FROM LEFT: Jim Hatchett is curator at the museum, where the creative grillwork greets visitors even before they enter. Mark Bradford saddles up ‘Azaba’ at his workshop a
half-mile from the museum. Bradford, better known as Scrapdaddy, has built cars 23 years straight for the Art Car Parade, including fire-breathing ‘Mr. Green,” which won the

grand prize this spring.

On my second visit, “Spoonazoid” had
disappeared—but only temporarily, ac-
cording to museum curator Jim Hatchett.
“It’s in our warehouse, but ‘Spoonazoid’
will be back,” Hatchett says.

Some cars are part of the museum’s
permanent collection and are rotated as
space allows; others are donated, includ-
ing parade-winners. “Most people are
happy to show their work,” Hatchett says.
“If nothing else, it keeps them from pay-
ing a few months’ storage on them.”

Otherwise, Edmundson jokes, “Some
cars go to the scrapyard once the parade
is over—if they can make it that far. Or
people use them as a personal vehicle.”

TexasCoopPower.com

we’re taking fine art to the art car level.”
Inspiration for the museum, which
opened in 1998, came from longtime arts
community leaders James and Ann
Harithas. James previously was director
of the Contemporary Arts Museum Hous-
ton, director at the Corcoran Gallery of
Art in Washington, D.C., and currently
directs Houston’s Station Museum of
Contemporary Art. Ann, a prolific artist,
curated a show (“Collision”) at Houston’s
Lawndale Art Center that introduced
Fuente’s “Mad Cad”—a one-of-a-kind
masterpiece with stylized flamingos,
bowling trophies, dolls, beads, teddy
bears, mannequins and countless other

with Fuente returning to present cars
that include “Rex the Rabbit,” whose
construction is a highlight of videos.
While the Harithases remain museum
benefactors, chances are you’ll encoun-
ter one or more of four staff members
during your visit—Edmundson, Hatch-
ett, assistant director Mary Forbes or
assistant curator Alicia Duplan. All are
artists and have built art cars; they’ve
worked together for three or more years;
and part of the fun is asking them about
their favorite cars and personalities.
Though car artistry isn’t new, its pop-
ularity escalated in the 1980s thanks to “a
bunch of poor art students bar-hopping
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and decorating our cars,” Edmundson
says. No doubt that’s a shred of truth, but
this is a serious pursuit for many profes-
sionals—including some who couldn’t
find other venues.
“They put their art on cars, and it

became a rolling gallery,” Hatchett says.

As Edmundson says, “There are no
rules. All you need is a car and an idea.
One person did the Virgin of Guadalupe
out of license plates. A ‘Go Van Gogh’ car
was decorated with Van Gogh paintings.
One man from Arizona covered his car
with dolls, each decorated differently. It
was a wild, wild car. But when he drove it
to Houston for the parade, I think he had
to sell some dolls to pay for gas.”

Edmundson, a multiple parade win-

Museum and parade officials fre-
quently collaborate on projects that
include the museum showcasing parade
winners. “There are art car events in
about 15 or so cities, but none comes
close [to Houston] in the number of
parade entries or art cars driven every
day,” says Barbara Hinton, longtime
Orange Show board member.

Hinton cites several factors, including
the city’s status as an arts center and aca-
demic support from high schools and the
University of Houston’s art programs.
Also, she says, “The parade reaches across
all demographic sectors—age, ethnicity,
income, education, political persuasion.”

Some cars make one-time appear-
ances, but other favorites join the parade

zoid” after the 2001 terrorist attacks tem-
porarily prompted a change to plastic. As
legend holds, the airline was only hours
away from melting down the silverware.
Like most Bradford creations, the
design and logistics are remarkable. For
“Spoonazoid,” the top opens, Bradford
climbs in, then leans back and the lid opens
just enough that he can see and steer with
controls in each hand. The arms move, jaws
open and the beast growls as it proceeds.
Bradford uses recycled materials to
make all his drivable hydraulic creatures,
including “Carmadillo,” a 50-foot litho-
plate aluminum armadillo built over a
truck and van with a mouth that opens
and a moving head; and “La Rancha,” “an
abstract monster,” according to Brad-

FROM LEFT: Close-ups of the cars reveal the painstaking effort that goes into converting sedans into still lifes. ‘Faith’ was created by David Best using lots of skulls and action
figures. Mark Bradford used about 6,000 stainless steel spoons discarded by American Airlines as the scales for ‘Spoonazoid.’ ‘MiShell’ by the artist who goes by the single
name Kathamann is awash in seashells. Alex Harrah covered a Nash Statesman body with tobacco leaves and a haunting hood ornament for what he calls “Cigs Kill.’

ner, and fellow Houstonian Paul Kittle-
son were inspired to create “Bad Taste
BBQ”in 1996, Edmundson says, “because
there was never anything to eat during
the parade. So we found this Volkswagen,
where the engine is in the back and the
trunk in front, and we converted the
front of the car into a barbecue pit. We
smoked turkey, chicken and goat along
the way, and after the parade we’d eat
everything we smoked.”

Duplan’s first car, “Cleanliness is Next
to Godliness,” used detergent boxes to
make religious crosses in 1993. A self-
described environmental artist, Duplan
says, “I went to laundromats all over
town and raided their trash cans. I only
got kicked out of a couple.”

Duplan’s favorites by other artists
include a vehicle designed to represent
the Exxon Valdez tanker from which “oil”
spilled onto streets during the parade.
“Just when you thought that was the end
of it, from around the corner came men
in black suits carrying briefcases, hand-
ing out fake $50 bills and shouting, “You
didn’t see this,” ” Duplan says.
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year after year: Spectators eagerly antici-
pate tweaks to the “Sashimi Tabernacle
Choir”—aka the Fish Volvo—with more
than 250 computer-controlled singing
lobster, trout, catfish, sharks and other
species.

Mark Bradford has built new cars for
23 consecutive parades, and his most
recent creation, “Mr. Green,” won the
Mayor’s Trophy (and $2,000) grand
prize. It’s a 12-foot walking machine con-
structed of 99 percent recycled materials
and pulling what appears to be an ox cart
driven by Bradford.

Inquire at the museum for directions
to Bradford’s outdoor workshop a half-
mile away. If he’s home, Scrapdaddy is
happy to show off his newest endeavors
and previous parade entries.

For Bradford and his peers, ingenuity
and enterprise are critical with even the
classiest creations. Car artists scrounge
junkyards, flea markets, pawnshops and
dollar stores for materials. “I work with
whatever I can get,” says Bradford, who
coaxed American Airlines into forking
over 6,000 silver utensils for “Spoona-

ford, with eight legs and 10-inch teeth.
“La Rancha” drew enough attention that
Bradford shipped it in a container to Ger-
many, where it appeared in a parade he
attended in 2009. Other accomplish-
ments include what Bradford bills as the
world’s longest bicycle (95 feet).

An accomplished sculptor, welder and
television personality (“Junkyard Wars,”
“Scrapyard Scavengers”), Bradford says,
“I’'ve spent thousands of hours on some
cars, and I think of myself as the father of
my creatures. That’s where the name
Scrapdaddy comes from.”

Bradford dreams of establishing an
“art-car zoo” for his work: “I’ve done per-
formances with my cars, like a circus
thing,” he says. “I hope they can inspire
people for years to come.”

Harry Shattuck is a retired travel editor for
the Houston Chronicle; he lives in Houston.

For videos of past Art Car Parades, go to
YouTube and type Houston Art Car Parade.

On TexasCoopPower.com
More info on Houston’s art car scene and more
great photos are available online.
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Complete 2012
Year Set!

El Yunque
Puerto Rico
Native animals & flora

Chaco Culture
New Mexico
Chetro Ketl Kivas

Acadia Maine
Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse

NEW State Quarters! | =

Honormg America’s National Parks

Don’t miss out on this exciting new 2010-2021
quarter series. The third-year-of-issue 2012
coins have all been released, and you can now
own all 10 popular third-year coins in this series
honoring America’s national parks and historic
sites. Each year, five new designs are minted in
about 10-week intervals, then never again.

Complete Uncirculated 2012 P&D Set!

reverse design!

Get a complete Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” none of the coins - return balance in 15 days -
10-coin set, in collector-preferred Uncirculated
condition, for ONLY $5.95 - a savings of 40%
OFF the regular price of $10-60.

Each minted for about ten weeks, then never again — order now!
To order, please mail coupon or visit us at www.LittletonCoin.com/specials

Hawai'i Volcanoes
Hawait
Erupting volcano

Order by deadline to get a FREE Uncirculated
2010 Lincoln cent with the new Union Shield

You'll also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from
our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval
Service, from which you may purchase any or

with option to cancel at any time. Order your
10-coin set today!

FREE Gift!

when you order by deadline
Get an Uncirculated
2010 Lincoln Cent —
first issue with new
Union Shield reverse!
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction
77 " “Special Offer for New Customers Only
1 | Please send the complete Uncirculated P&D
MYES- 10-Coin Set of 2012 America's National Park
H ! Quarters for ONLY $5.95 — regularly $10-86 plus Free
1 Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send my FREE Uncirculated
12010 Union Shield Cent (one per customer, please).

[ Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, D 31,2012

How Many Sets (limit 5):
SPECIAL
SAVINGS.

Alaska
Dall sheep & Mt. McKinley

Total Cost @ $5.95 per set: $
Add a Custom 20102015
P&D America's National Park
Quaners Dlsplay Folder
SAVE 25% at
$2.95 ead1 (regularly 93956
1

‘/mzuni} Shipping & Handling: $_FREE!

Total Amount: §

: payment:

| (1 Check payable to Littleton Coin Co.

| QVISA (1 MasterCard
FREE g,ft when you order by deadline! I [ American Express [ Discover Network
| Card No. Exp. Date. /
LTI T T T T T T TTTTITT11]
[}
[}
1
1 Name
: Please print your complete name and address clearly
[}
: Address Apti#
[}
[}
1
1Gty_  State__ Zip
[}
1
[}
: E-Mail
Ef
= N Dept. 2VE401
g : )easS:etm.j ./‘ Littleton 1309 Mt. Eustis Road
<1 coupon to: Coin Company e Littleton NH 03561-3737
é : America’s Favorite Coin Source « TRUSTED SINCE 1945
g .|
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Clogged, Backed—up Septlc System. . .Can anything Restore It?

Dear

\Dakky

DEAR DARRYL: My home
is about 10 years old, and so
is my septic system. I have
always taken pride in keeping
my home and property in top
shape. In fact, my neighbors
and | are always kidding each
other about who keeps their home and yard nicest. Lately, however, | have
had a horrible smell in my yard, and also in one of my bathrooms, coming
from the shower drain. My grass is muddy and all the drains in my home
are very slow.

(D

K_/
L5)
S—

My wife is on my back to make the bathroom stop smelling and as you can
imagine, my neighbors are having a field day, kidding me about the mud
pit and sewage stench in my yard. It’s humiliating. I called a plumber
buddy of mine, who recommended pumping (and maybe even replacing)
my septic system. But at the potential cost of thousands of dollars, I hate
to explore that option.

I tried the store bought, so called, Septic treatments out there, and they did
Nothing to clear up my problem. Is there anything on the market I can
pour or flush into my system that will restore it to normal, and keep it
maintained?

Clogged and Smelly — Houston, TX

DEAR CLOGGED AND SMELLY: As a reader of my column, I am
sure you are aware that [ have a great deal of experience in this particular
field. You will be glad to know that there IS a septic solution that will
solve your back-up and effectively restore your entire system from interior
piping throughout the septic system and even unclog the drain field as
well. SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs deliver your
system the fast active bacteria and enzymes needed to liquefy solid waste
and free the clogs causing your back-up.

This fast-acting bacteria multiplies within minutes of application and is
specifically designed to withstand many of today’s anti-bacterial cleaners,
soaps and detergents. It comes in dissolvable plastic packs, that you just
flush down your toilets. It’s so cool. Plus, they actually Guarantee that it
restores ANY system, no matter how bad the problem is.

SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs are designed to
work on any septic system regardless of design or age. From modern day
systems to sand mounds, and systems installed generations ago, I have
personally seen SeptiCleanse unclog and restore these systems in a matter
of weeks. I highly recommend that you try it before spending any money
on repairs. SeptiCleanse products are available online at
www.septicleanse.com or you can order or learn more by calling toll free
at 1-888-899-8345. If you use the promo code “DARTX3”, you can get
a free shock treatment, added to your order, which normally costs $169.
So, make sure you use that code when you call or buy online.

TexasCoopPower.com
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U.S. FIRE ADMINISTRATION

Electric Notes

CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION

Be Ready for Santa

Enjoy a safe holiday season with your family

The most wonderful time of the year can also be the most

stressful—particularly when it comes to keeping your
kids safe through parties, presents, travel and meals.

Follow these tips from Texas Electric Cooperatives and
Electrical Safety Foundation International to protect your lit-
tle ones this holiday season.

Electronic gifts
About 70 percent of child-related electrical accidents occur at
home when adult supervision is present, according to the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission. So make sure those
new toys don’t pose a danger.

» Electric-powered toys and other devices can be
extremely hazardous if used improperly or without proper
supervision.

If you have youngsters around during the holidays, be sure to invest a
few dollars in outlet covers to keep curious fingers out of trouble.

» An adult should supervise the use of any electrical prod-
uct. Consider both the maturity of the child and the nature of
the toy when deciding how much supervision is required.

» Do not buy an electrical toy, or any toy, for a child too
young to use it safely. Always check the age recommendation
on the package, and remember that this is a minimum age rec-
ommendation. You should still take into account the child’s
capabilities.

» Never give any child younger than 10 years old a toy that
must be plugged into an electrical outlet. Instead, choose toys
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that are battery-operated.

» Make sure all electrical toys bear a fire safety label from
an independent testing laboratory, such as Underwriters Lab-
oratories (UL).

» Inspect all electrical toys periodically. Repair, replace or
discard deteriorating toys.

» Ban play with electrical toys near water, and make sure
children understand that water and electricity don’t mix.

» All electrical toys should be put away in a dry storage area
out of the reach of younger children immediately after use.

Decorating safely

Christmas, Christmas Eve and New Year’s Day lead the year
for candle fires, according to ESFI. Mind your festive decora-
tions for safety hazards:

» Keep candles, matches and lighters out of reach, and
never leave children unsupervised when candles are lit.

» Instead of traditional candles, try using battery-operated
candles.

» Cover any unused outlets on extension cords with plastic
caps or electrical tape to prevent children from coming into
contact with a live circuit.

» Place electrical cords out of the reach of small children.

» Read the manufacturer’s instructions and warning labels
for any decoration, such as electronic trains or animatronic
dolls, that will be used around young children.

» Never allow children to play with lights, electrical decora-
tions or cords.

Cooking

In 2009, ranges and ovens were involved in an estimated
17,300 burn injuries seen in U.S. hospital emergency rooms. Of
these, 36 percent of the victims were younger than 5 years old.
Keep little kitchen helpers in check:

» Never leave the kitchen when something’s cooking—a fire
or accident can happen in an instant.

» Keep children at least 3 feet away from all cooking
appliances.

» Never hold a child while cooking or when removing hot
food from the microwave, oven or stove.

» Turn pot handles inward, away from reaching hands.

» Use the back burners on the cooktop whenever possible.

» Hot tap water scalds can be prevented by lowering the
setting on water heater thermostats to 120 degrees or below
and by installing anti-scald devices in water faucets.

» Once your holiday meal is ready, check that the stove and
oven are turned off and that other kitchen appliances are
unplugged and out of reach.

Source: Electrical Safety Foundation International
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Deck the Halls with Cost-Saving,
Energy-Efficient Lighting

BY ANGELA PEREZ

When one goes out, they all go out, right?

Wrong, if you use light-emitting diodes to do your holiday decorating. These
hardy, energy-saving lights are guaranteed to give you one less thing to worry about
so you can better focus on the joys of the season. Why are LED holiday lights better
than traditional bulbs?

» LEDs are now on par with traditional bulbs. Gone are the days when LED holi-
day lights were known for a harsh white light or stark colors that created a less-
than-magical atmosphere. These days, LEDs come in warm, inviting colors in a
variety of light beam patterns and dimming options, giving you lots of creative ways
to decorate.

» LEDs last longer than traditional lights. In fact, they have an operational life
span of about 20,000 hours, enough to last for many holiday seasons. Also, the lights
don’t have glass or filaments, which makes them durable and resistant to breaking.
And because LED bulbs are so strong, one individual outage generally doesn’t darken
the whole strand. For those enthusiastic decorators who like to blanket their entire
house and yard in holiday lights, LEDs could save hours of painstaking work each
year by eliminating the need to replace individual bulbs.

» LEDs use less energy, which means less strain on your first winter electric bill.
Running LEDs on one 6-foot Christmas tree for 12 hours a day for 40 days can save
90 percent or more energy when compared to traditional incandescent lights.

» Because they use less energy, LEDs make it safer to connect multiple strands
end-to-end without overloading the wall socket. Also, they’re cool to the touch,
reducing the risk of fire.

Look for brands and manufacturers of Energy Star-qualified LED decorative light
strings at energystar.gov.

Holiday LEDs boast numerous benefits over traditional incandescent bulbs, including a variety
of vibrant colors and big savings on electric bills.

GENERAL ELECTRIC
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Don’t untangle—recycle. Trade in your old,
tangled, incandescent light strings for new,
energy-efficient LED strands.

A New Life for

Old
Lights

If you’re replacing those old energy-
sapping Christmas tree lights with effi-
cient, cool-to-the-touch LED strands
this year, don’t throw the old ones in
the trash. Recycle them.

Big-box stores, city governments,
Christmas specialty stores and others are
collecting incandescent holiday lights and
recycling the glass, plastic and copper
wire. Some stores will trade your old
strands for discounts on new, LED holiday
lights, which can last for many Christ-
mases and lower your holiday-season
electric bill. Others donate the money
from selling the recycled parts to charities.

Most of these places accept used and
even broken lights.

LED decorations cost a bit more than
traditional incandescent bulbs, but they
save you money in the long run because
they use less energy. You'll find LEDs rated
both for indoor and outdoor use. Because
they don’t get hot, they pose less of a fire
hazard than your old tree lights.

You can buy LED holiday lights at
many of the same stores that sell incan-
descent lights.
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The Beauty That
She Envisions

It’s easy to get wrapped up
in what quilter Diane Rose
has been able to accomplish,
considering she is blind

BY SOLL SUSSMAN
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AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT TO BE TRUE OF ANY
gifted artist, when Diane Rose starts
working on a quilt, she has a vision of how
the fabric and spools of thread that lie
before her will transform into scenery or
a pattern or an endless array of soaring
hot air balloons. That’s how artists bring
their works to life. With a vision born of
her mind, her spirit and her hands, Rose
creates beauty.

When she finally holds up a quilt, you,
too, can see that vision.

When she finally holds up a quilt,
Diane Rose sees nothing.

She hasn’t seen a thing in nearly 30
years after her failing eyes finally went
dark from glaucoma. Since then, she has
crafted more than 800 quilts, and she
knows what each one looks like.

“When you have dreams, dreams
come from the heart, from the soul, from
what God gives you,” she says, lapsing
into the cadence of a preacher. And, in
fact, in addition to quilting for a living,
Rose works as an evangelist and motiva-
tional speaker. “I'm very blessed to be as
independent as I am. Yes, I'm bold. Yes,
T'm beautiful. I tell it how it is.”

Amen, sister.

Rose, in her early 50s, lives in
Bellmead, just outside Waco. She used to
tell it how it is in Tennessee, not as an
evangelist but as part of the country
music scene in—no offense, Austin—
Music City. “I would call different radio
stations around the country, and I would
tell them what was going on in Nashville,”
she says. When fans came to town, they
would contact her to be a tour guide.

Framed photos of Rose with Vince Gill,
Johnny Cash, Dolly Parton, Minnie
Pearl, Ricky Skaggs and dozens more
stars line the walls of her comfortable
mobile home.

Rose was born with limited vision that
allowed her to perceive light and color.
She attended public school, where she
learned Braille and how to print using the
standard English alphabet. “I didn’t let
the blindness run me; I ran the blind-
ness,” she says.

She lost her vision totally in 1984. “The
cornea popped,” she says. “Medically,
there was nothing that could be done.”

The move to Texas came in 1994, when
Rose was looking for a new way to earn a
living, though she continued reporting to
radio stations by phone. By 1998, she was
quite frustrated and seeking an answer
about what to do next. In asking for spiri-
tual guidance, she said, the fingertips on
her raised hands became hot. “In my
heart, in my soul and my spirit, I heard,
‘Your talent is in your hands,” ” she says.
The next day, a friend asked her if she
would like to learn how to quilt.

Now, nearly 15 years later, she is sur-
rounded by her quilts and quilting mate-
rials. She eagerly shows off her skills.
Stitching by hand, she works on an
appliqué for a green patterned quilt with
a rustic design featuring a cheerful blue
mailbox. This one is for a customer in
Branson, Missouri. When hand stitching,
she works within a plastic frame, a quil-
ter’s version of an embroidery ring, and
delicately feels where the stitches go.
They turn out even and without loops. “I

TexasCoopPower.com
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see nothing with my physical eyes, but I
see a lot with God’s eyes,” she explains.

Rose works largely by hand because
the majority of her quilts are appliqués.
Appliqués are cut from her own card-
board designs used as templates or with
the help of an artisan’s craft cutting
machine. On pieces like pinwheels,
where fabric is sewn together in a pat-
tern, she adeptly uses her sewing
machine. She is on her third sewing
machine and hopes one day to be able to
afford one that talks.

One quilt was based on a dream, she
recalled, of a lake with a fisherman and a
snow-capped mountain. “I like to do
scenery because I have a vivid imagina-
tion. I read alot [using audio books], and I
like to see the vision that I see in my mind
putinto ahard copy as in a quilt,” she says.

Three volunteers help Rose with parts
of the process. “I do have a girl who cuts
for me; Emily is awesome. I have another
girl who takes the pictures and helps me
label the quilts. Each quilt is numbered
and comes with a certificate of authentic-
ity. And Margaret helps me with that. My
friend Jennifer helps me with trans-
portation and sometimes matching
threads,” Rose explains.

She uses her memories of color in
designing a quilt, and the colors are often
vivid—bright pink, turquoise, deep green,
red. “T used to see a little bit, so I do visu-
alize as you would with color and images,”
she says. “One thing I can say that God
gave me is determination and gusto and
lots of energy. I have a bad habit of wear-
ing people out.”

Most of the fabric is donated, includ-
ing old ties, jeans or swatches. She posts
updates on her website for specific colors
of fabric needed, and she always wel-
comes black and white cotton thread. She
markets and sells her wares online,
including on Facebook. Among her other
promotional efforts are public appear-
ances before quilting groups, business
leadership seminars and churches. “I've
never been afraid of a crowd,” she says.

Always ready for an opportunity, she
brings with her coffee mugs bearing her
photograph, a DVD of a Las Vegas speak-
ing engagement or smaller pieces of her
handiwork like potholders or quilted
baby books that can be sold for less than a
full-fledged quilt, which can run from sev-
eral hundred dollars up to $1,000.

Her dreams now include a husband—“a
man who can stand beside me, believe in

TexasCoopPower.com

me”—and a house. “I need a big sewing
room, where I can have a cutting table, a
sewing machine, and a rack that I can pull
out of the wall where I can hang the
quilts—like a showroom. And I would very
much like someday to have a museum and
gift shop where people can see what I've
done with my life.”

That’s her future, as she would have it.
She can see it perfectly, just as she can
her quilts.

Soll Sussman is an Austin writer.

Diane Rose is a member of Heart of Texas
Electric Cooperative. To see more of her quilts,
visit theamazingquilter.com.

TALENT IN YOUR HANDS Diane Rose has been
blissfully swaddled in a world of quilting since
receiving spiritual guidance 15 years ago. She has
churned out more than 800 quilts at her home in
Bellmead, relying on fast and fearless work at the
sewing machine and her memory of the vivid colors
she knew before she lost her sight.
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My Haircut from
Capt. Hamer’s Barber

| asked for the lowdown
from the barber of

Bonnie and Clyde’s killer,
and | wasn’t shortchanged

BY MIKE COX

22 Texas Co-op Power December 2012

THE HOT FOAM ON THE BACK OF MY NECK
felt great, but when the old man picked
up that glistening straightedge, my eyes
locked on his brown-splotched hand—
checking for even the slightest tremor. I
could always change my mind.

When I first started going to Austin’s
Sportsman’s Barber Shop back in the
1980s, the senior barber was Sidney C.
Frost. In deference to his age, everyone
called him Mr. Frost. Born in 1909 and
semiretired, he had been taking a little
off the top and sides since 1927.

Mr. Frost had started out downtown in
the Littlefield Building at Sixth Street and
Congress Avenue, back when the Capital
City was still small enough for that location
to be convenient for the entire community.
In the 1960s, he followed his customers to
the suburbs, and about the time he reached
traditional retirement age, he sold out to a
younger barber named Jim Field. Field
started Sportsman’s, filling its walls with
mounted game heads and trophy fish.

Tall and thin, Mr. Frost knew his trade
well. But as surely as hair grows, it also
thins and turns gray, and he had trimmed
his workload to part time, coming in only
when he wanted to.

Back in the day, Mr. Frost had been
the barber for the legendary Capt. Frank
Hamer, the storied Texas Ranger who, in
1934, had tracked down and killed the
outlaw couple Bonnie Parker and Clyde
Barrow. Knowing I had written some
books on the history of the Rangers, Field
said I ought to talk to Mr. Frost if T ever
found him in the shop.

Asithappened, the next time I showed

up needing a haircut, Field had a cus-
tomer, with another one waiting. How-
ever, Mr. Frost was sitting in his chair
reading the newspaper. Could he work me
in, I asked, being polite. I told him I was
headed out of town and definitely needed
a haircut before I hit the road. He looked
up from his newspaper long enough to
assess the length of my salt-and-pepper
locks and said sure, slowly getting up.

Necessity aside, I liked the idea of
being able to tell my grandkids that I'd
gotten a haircut from the same man who
used to cut the hair of the Ranger who
relentlessly pursued—and finally killed—
two of Texas’ most violent criminals.

“How you want it?” Mr. Frost asked.
“Above the collar?”

Just aregular haircut, I said, and, sure,
nothing over the collar.

Settled into the chair, I planned a slow
buildup to the one story I wanted most to
start, which was, “So, tell me about Cap-
tain Hamer ... ” That in mind, I started by
asking Mr. Frost how long he’d been cut-
ting hair. Soon I had him reminiscing
about the good old days, snipping away as
he recalled his younger years.

He said that early in his career under
the revolving red, blue and white pole,
most men got their hair cut weekly. That
was a good thing, because even in the
wildly inflationary days before the stock
market crash in 1929, Mr. Frost earned
only 40 cents a haircut. “After the market
crashed,” he recalled, clip-clip-clip, “we
had to lower the price to 35 cents.”

A lot of men also depended on Mr.
Frost for their daily shave. One well-
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COURTESY TEXAS RANGER HALL OF FAME AND MUSEUM

groomed customer came in twice a day,
first thing in the morning and then again
in the afternoon to get his five o’clock
shadow taken care of. His hand still
steady after more than six decades as a
barber, Mr. Frost remembered the past
in short snips as he continued with my
haircut, other customers listening in.

Finally, I took aim at Hamer—at least
in the interrogatory sense. Mr. Frost said
he didn’t remember much of what they
had talked about back in the late *20s and
early ’30s, when Hamer had his head-
quarters in Austin—probably just typical
barber-customer banter. But one thing
did stand out in his memory.

“The captain never got a shave and a
haircut at the same time,” he said. “Guess
he didn’t have that much time, or that
much money.”

A shave cost a quarter before the crash,
so the whole shebang would have set the 6-
foot-plus lawman back all of 65 cents. State
employees have never been overpaid, so
Hamer might have opted for an economy of
scale when it came to his tonsorial needs.

And then Mr. Frost recalled another
of the late captain’s eccentricities.

“When he did get a shave, he never let
me completely cover his face with a hot
towel,” my barber revealed. “He said too
many people wanted to kill him for him
to let his guard down.”

Given that Mr. Frost likely would have
been standing close enough to catch a stray
round or two if any shots had been fired at
the captain as he sat in the barber chair, he
didn’t mind Hamer’s cautious approach.

By the time I warmed Mr. Frost’s chair,
barbers no longer did much shaving of
faces. But when he asked if I'd like the back
of my neck shaved, I said yes. If the ever-
viligant Hamer trusted Mr. Frost to be
steady with a razor, so did I. Well, sort of.

“Just don’t cover my face,” I laughed,
sneaking one last look at his hand. Was
that a slight shake?

Nick free, when I stood up after Mr.
Frost removed the cover he’d draped
over my lap, I looked in the mirror. Per-
haps overly preoccupied with talking
about the old days, Frank Hamer’s bar-
ber had removed almost all my hair! Mr.
Frost’s “regular” was the shortest haircut
T’d ever had this side of a burr.

Maybe the longtime barber’s ample
scissor work explained why most photo-
graphs of Hamer show him wearing a
Stetson and a frown.

Mike Cox, frequent contributor

TexasCoopPower.com

December 2012 Texas Co-op Power 23



This set made history
To celebrate the bicentennial of
America, the U.S. Mint struck this
special three-piece proof set
honoring these three American
presidents—and our 200th birth-
day. To capture the bicentennial
spirit, the coins in the set are
dual-dated 1776-1976.

This set was so popular over
4 million were sold.

Unlike the regular circulating coins
of the day, these coins are struck in
40% precious silver.

It's the first commemorative U.S.
Mint Proof Set ever. It's also the first
proof set to feature all dual-dated
coins. And finally, it's the first U.S.
Proof Set to include a Silver Dollar.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance.
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of

November 2012. ©2012 GovMint.com.

It’s a first. It's silver.
It’s patriotic. And it’s a steal.

Washington crossing the Delaware.
Eisenhower launching D-Day.
Kennedy rescuing the crew of

PT 109. These men made history.

Americans love proof coins from the
U.S. Mint. Each coin is struck twice
from specially prepared dies and
has deeply-mirrored surfaces and
superb frosty images.

And you know you've got a real
piece of American history when you
hold this set—the red white and
blue holder is spectacular!

Now for the steal part...
This first-ever Bicentennial Silver
Proof Set sold out at the mint three
decades ago.When you consider
how much prices have risen since
then, you might expect to pay $100
or more to buy this set today.

But for this special offer, we are
releasing our entire stock of
Bicentennial Silver Proof Sets for
only $49 each. Or better yet, buy
five and pay only $39 each!

Order now risk free
We expect our small quantity of
Bicentennial Silver Proof Sets to
disappear quickly at this special
price.We urge you to call now to
get yours. You must be satisfied with
your set or return it within 30 days of
receipt for a prompt refund (less s&h).

Buy more and SAVE
1776-1976 Bicentennial Silver Proof
Set $49 +s/h
5 for only $39 each +s/h SAVE $50

Toll-Free 24 hours a day

1-800-558-6468

Offer Code BPF254-05

Please mention this code when you call.

GOVMINT.COM

YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE
14101 Southcross Drive W.
Dept. BPF254-05
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.GovMint.com
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MARKETPLACE

BUY - SELL - TRADE-ACROSS TOWN-ACROSS TEXAS

SPEARS

Tratt oo
ﬂl‘rE'1I]i" Iiﬁlng‘.or.

Ot walk-throdgh doos. sk Abonts
e 3 -ur Speciar .

rtrrali, Beingey, B e e i

|-877-371-350 =522 =

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING
3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547 =
www.stonecote.com

=

WE BUY MINERALS AR

We pay cash for producing
or non-producing mineral interests.

CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337

SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR
«!2" to 6" diameter trees and brush. A
« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

(512) 263-6830 *» www.brushshark.com

EASY BOLT-L

40 x 50 x 10 = $8,637.00
40 x 60 x 12 = $10,362.00
50 x 75 x 12 = $14,376.00
60 x 80 x 14 = $18,153.00
100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $46,824.00
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE!

J#p1-800-509-4949 3

www.accessiblebuildings.com

COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL
SHOP * FARM

CALL TODAY FOR
BUILDING QUOTE!

Farm-Industrial - Commercial

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants;
Seal Stamped Blue Prints;
Easy Bolt Together Design.

25 YEAR COLOR WARRANTY

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

30°x 50 x 10'............... $7,999

40°x 60’ x 12'.............. $11,499
60°x 100’ x 12'............ $22,960
80’ x 100’ x 14'............ $30,900
100’ x 150’ x 14........... $55,118

Arena Special
(roof & frame)

100’ x 100’ x 14°...$33,992

Based In
Texas

(Local codes may affect prices)
VISIT
OUR

®
VISIT
OUR
WEBSITE WEBSITE

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com
Website: www.RHINOBLDG.COM

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466

‘W.D. Metal Buildings

Steel shops, agriculture barns, RV buildings,
airplane hangars, barndominium homes.
Erection included. Concrete slabs available.

Instant Quotes Online: www.wdmb.com

STEEL BUILDINGS ANY SIZE

W=

ixriing #f oty
7,195
SisP

PREMIER

BN SV L L

Thie National Leader bn Steal Baddings
Wih 18 years of Ironckad
customer satisfaction) iy

1.800.882.5150

WV DR DTG GOV

30’ x 50 'x10’
40'x 60'x 12" ...
50'x 75’ x 14’ $15,196
80'x 20'x 16’ $36,874
Minis - 30’ x 100’ with 20 10’ x 15’ units - $14,740

1.877.657.8335

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com

... $10,287

WATER
PROBLEMS ??

NO MORE SAND

NO MOR “NO MORE
w,'l' SULFUR!

IRON!
) é

NO MORE NO MORE
HARDNESS! BACTERIA!

PROBLEMS SOLVED wiTH
ONO SALT & NO CHEMICALS
FREE BROCHURE~1-800-392-8882

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
www.waterproblems.net

TexasCoopPower.com

LOWEST COST

Term Life Insurance

Issue ages through 90

AGE $100,000 $250,000
45 12.78 22.75
35 16.19 31.28
65 31.06 68.47

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users

BRANDON RAMLET

250-5054

TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198

e XoeXo
DO QO

TIRED OF SPRAYING?
WW/ original « Kills tree by cutting roots

6" to 8" underground
n t G bb o Effective on mesquite,
°° |'|| el' juniper, cedar, huisach and
other brush problems
fs!sva' %6 8 i  3-point category |, Il or Il
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION with reversible blade for

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!  clearing fence rows
Delivered

Blade Width  Cat HP wr Price

1 18" | 20-40 2301b. $ 880

Il 5oer I 40-80 285I1b. $1,080
-:',.l"- & - 30" llor - 80-110 380 Ib. $1,405

I i 36" llor il 110-180 390 Ib. $1,410
16" Skid-Steer Universal 3801b. $1,595

JONES MACHINE

Machining, welding, fabricating, manufacturing since 1944.

(800) 919-4949 « Fax: (940) 552-6362

P.0. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385 ¢ www.dallasweb.com/jones
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

UFETIEVARRANTY

FACTORY DIRECT
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell
high quality tools at such ridiculously
low prices? We buy direct from the
factories who also supply the major

WITH ANY PURCHASE

SPLIT LEATHER
WORK GLOVES

1 PAIR
ITEM 97115/
67440/69455
LIMIT 1 Cannot be used with other discount,
coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our stores or website or by
phone. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may

apply if not picked up in-store. Original coupon must be presented. Non-
transferable. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

o $

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS -

that simple! See for yourself at one of
our 400 Stores Nationwide and use this

ANY
SINGLE
ITEM!

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 Save 20% on any one item purchased at
our store. Coupon good at our stores or website or by phone. *Cannot be used
with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, extended
service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool storage or
carts, welders, floor jacks, Campbell Hausfeld products, open box items, in-store

original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferrable. Original coupon

20% 0Off Coupon on one of our 7,000
products™, plus pick up a Free pair of
Split Leather Work Gloves. We stock
Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, Tarps,
Compressors, Air & Power Tools,
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

» Over 20 Million Satisfied Customers!

1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee
¢ No Hassle Return Policy!

» 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!
* Over 400 Stores Nationwide

Nobody Beats Our Quality, Service and Price!

brands and sell direct to you. It's just i

3/8" DRILL/DRIVER
WITH KEYLESS CHUCK
e 68230 dnlimaster"

18V NiCd
battery and charger. $1 59

i SAVE IIIIII_I_II_I_I__I__IIIII I

Includes one

68239/69651
REG. PRICE

46 /a HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT6

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

000 LB. CAPACITY
SWING-BACK ™

TRAILER JACK g

1 1
1 99 REG. ftem 1
1 ZIy PRICE 41005 1
1 0 shown 1
1 1
R TAA ;
! 41005/69780 !
1 HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 1

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 1

1 after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
I Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD

Haul .
LOT NO. 90018/

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon o prior purchases .
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

. s 69595/60334 H
I ltem 65 15001LBS.
: 59’(1]3‘:\,*[3] - CAPACITY :
1 1
REG

i IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII $799 PRICE 1
| HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 $144.99 |
1

1

0
ELECTRIC WINGH
WITH REMOTE CONTROL
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE

MUCHET MR $49995

1| HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 REG. PRICE $99. 99 1
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.

' Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

'
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1 Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases

! Original coupon must bs presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

18 VOLT CORDLESS BRX$>
S

LOADING RAMP
<

must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

IIIJIIIIIIIIN!IIII!_I%!.I“I,IIIIIII

________________________

8 FT. 4"x 11 FT. 6"
FARM QUALITY TARP:

LLRH RRRUAT R R

12 PIECE CUSHION GRIP
“hon”  SCREWDRIVER SET

shown

1
1
1
1
1
event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days from :
1
1
1
1

: PITTSBURGH o m L(;%Z’é%fi

= SAVE . shown 59197E

= 98% SVE $599:

$ 499 e, ! 50Y R, PRI

—. ri0 | IIMENIMERERERRE PO S

1 Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must bs presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. N

NG i
Soo¥ 3 GALLON, 100 PSi'
OILLESS BANCAKE

AR COMPRESSOR !

2% 0%
II[IIIIIIIIIIIIII |

3999 !

99 REG. ! !

LR IY RN (TR

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 8 HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 3 1F4 Sl 1
1

I

REG. PRICE $79.99

PRICE .
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ' Original coupon must be pvesemed Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

3/8" x 14 FT. GRADE 43'
TRUCKER'S CHAIN:

3/8" DRIVE SAE/METRIC c}&
SOCKE Haul!mssg_r.
Not for LOT NO. 97711 !

T SET Y
overhead

$1”;;: 516

REG. PRICE $34.99
L D o
HARBOR F“E'G!"T REG. PRICE $24.99 | ARBOR FREIGHT T00LS - LIIT 7 i "." II .I e . .

- L
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases 1 Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases |
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon mustbe presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per_customer per da. T (riginal coupon must be_presented. Valid through_4/113. Limit one coupon_per customer per_da.

500 LB. CAPACITY ADJUSTABLE SHADE ;
STEEL CARGO GARRIER AUTO-DARKENING ;
Haul ¥ WELDING HELMET ;

LOT NO. 66983/69623 LOT NO. 46092 |

$4999: SALE $36%

REG. PRICE $99.99 0 REG. PRICE $69.99 |

LT DLU T IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII .

1
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT4 HARBOR FREIGHT TDDLS LIMIT 5
Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases y  Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per da

60" WORKBENGH WITH
FOUR DRAWERS

WINDSOR
DESIGN

after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.

CHICAGO® EJT"ECTRIC'

ER TOOLS

~ 80 PIECE ROTARY
- TOOL KIT

LOT NO. 68986/
97626/69451

SAVE

Item 68986
shown

"a

ELECTRIC
WELDING

) LOT NO.
93454/69054

:;—:"1 $ g: RAPID PUMP -
1397 comnoy W
o a4 REG. PRICE $229.99 | REG. |

HARBOR FREIGS:"[N‘:T)OLS LIMIT3) II[I.III.I I'IIII]I I : IIII.I IIIIII 'I'I. I $6999 1P2Igg:

1 HARBOR FHEIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 5

1 Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior pumhases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.

Ongma\ coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. H

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable.
Ongmal coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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10/2/55 AMP, 6/12 VOLT é\; 27 LED PORTABLE 12 VOLT MAGNETIC :
BATTERY CHARGER/ cﬁQ WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT TOWING LIGHT KIT:

S
230, ENGINE STARTER P> Haml$Master

SAVE

:
iy Loy 0. oz s L |

LOT NO. 55733/ Requires three 69626/60925 i

60581/60653 | A o anes SAVE :

- 58% $Q99

Show b o, 5

by e shown $249 REG.$|;F;"9:§ :

1

LTI TR $2799 enice: VBB DD B0 ————T 1
1

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 4 59 9 HARBOR FREIGHT Tﬂﬂ MIT 9 REG. PRICE $5 99 ' HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6 .I II I I lIl I

Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases | Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases | Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupnn or prior purchases 1
after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 1 after 30 days from original purchase original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 1 after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. 1
Original coupon must be . Original coupon must be Evesemed Valid through 4/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. !  Original coupon must be gresented Valid_through 4/1/13._Limit one coupon_per_customer per day. l

-------------------------------- Q&Q

MULTI-USE |
TRANSFER PUMP !
PITTSBURGH &&=

LOT NO. 66418

SAVE

i 69%
LOT NO. 96289 |

' ! 7 REG. 99

88D 5 :’ ':.‘ ‘:’ D D $699 REG.! %ﬂy/E @ $ 99 PR|CE $3
PRICE !

LT R $1a 8! v ||||||||||||“|||| | AU Reg. PRICE

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 6 | HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 7 HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS LIMIT 8
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BCI

BARN BUILDERS

» Serving Texas over 20 years

* NFBA (National Frame Building
Assn) Accredited Builder

* NFBA Building of the year winner

* BBB Accredited Business with an
A-Plus rating

* The siding we manufacture is UL
Listed, file# R26370

* Qur Vice President recently passed

the National Standard General
Building Contractor Exam

All buildings constructed with pre-built
trusses w/stamped engineered drawings

1-800-766-5793

www.hcibarns.com
e-mail: barn@bcibarns.com

8:00 to 5:00 Mon. to Fri.

a 8:00to 12:00Sat.csT S A

EXPERT
INSTALLATION
LIFETIMEmWARRAN1 Y
INCREASED
B i 2 HoME VaLuE
BILL5S

INS
CR

PERMA-ROOF
"2 Southern§Builders

A

ASK ABOUT
ENERGY STAR

S
BBB

'ACCREDITED.

—r
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HIGH RATES

BARN ZZCOMPANY i oo 4 on Bank CDs
j1ervice Post-Frap Sk NI [ =
;“'"'"mm““"'l:vﬁ:;um“"ﬂrucﬁonsinceleﬂ'z |-8[]ﬂ-359-494 TEXAS

TOLL-FREE
www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAKE MATTSON, CFP”~
Signal Securities, Inc., 5400 Bosque, 4th Floor, Waco, TX 76710

Serving Customers All Over Texas

900 Custope,
.800-589. 1S
Noney Dow c Bnn" ( 2216)
o All Major Credit Cqy dse/r\lsed' Bonded & Fully Insured

FAX: 1-866-582-140 o
bl sales@nationalbarn o

NETR

2012 John Deere 45 HP

Full Size Utility Tractor Package Deal

All CDs are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FDIC.
All CDs are subject to availability. Securities offered
through Signal Securities, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.
700 Throckmorton, Ft. Worth, TX 76102, (817) 877-4256.

Foster’s Package Includes:

* 2012 John Deere 5045D Utility Diesel Tractor
* 6’ Brushcutter with Slipclutch & Guards « 6’ Box Blade with Scarfiers
» Post Hole Digger « 9” Auger - Insulated Green Tractor Canopy
» 48” Pallet Forks or Hay Spear « 20’ HD Trailer with Treated Floor, Ramps and Brakes

WE DELIVER EVERYWHERE!

FAMILY DOF FARM STORES
9135 College Street 33402 HWY. 290 West 2210 Highway 90
Beaumont, FX Hockley, FX Liberty, [FX

(409) 842-1128 (281) 256-6900 (936) 336-7226

Build your customized package online!
www.tractorpackages.com

$24,998.00 Cash or 10% down and $339.00 per month @ 72 months WAC + 0 Down Available WAC
0% Financing for 60 months available * 4-wheel drive available for an additional $90.00 per month

TexasCoopPower.com



CORBIS

Texas History

From Chicken Farmer to Snake Charmer

The class of 1972 sat outside listening to Janis Joplin plead for a Mercedes-Benz.

A growl interrupted, turning heads toward the road. An orange 1968 Shelby

Mustang paced like a caged tiger. The omnipresent sheriff restrained its owner to

a submissive 35 mph, but he couldn’t quell the sensation that this tiger would

break loose. The driver sped away, the engine’s roar diminished behind the school

bell, but the spell remained unbroken. Teens drifted inside, praying—not for a

Mercedes but for a Shelby.

WHAT TEEN WOULDN’T LIKE A MACHINE
boasting muscle and a name like King of
the Road? After 50 years, Shelby cars—
Mustangs and Cobras—still drive youths
into the workforce to buy them. Young
and old pay a premium for the privilege
of owning Carroll Shelby’s earliest trans-
formations.

Shelby, the mastermind behind the
high-performance Shelby Cobras and
Mustangs, put an American Ford V-8
engine into a lightweight British AC Cars
chassis in 1962 in Southern California,
hatching the first Cobra and changing the
automotive industry forever. He trans-
formed Ford’s Mustang into a racehorse,
bringing power to the people.

But his road to the top had switch-
backs.

Shelby was born January 11, 1923, in
Leesburg to a rural mail carrier and his
wife. After graduating from Woodrow
Wilson High in Dallas, he sped skyward as
a World War II flight instructor and test
pilot near San Antonio. Back on the
ground, he started a dump truck business,
tried roughnecking and then decided to
raise chickens. He started racing cars in
1952, and in 1953, he literally left the
chicken farm wearing striped bib overalls
to race at Eagle Mountain near Fort
Worth. The overalls captured a lot of pub-
licity—as did his racing—so he decided to
make them his signature racing attire.

Sports Illustrated named Shelby its
Driver of the Year in 1956 and again in
1957, and in 1958, he teamed with Ray
Salvadori to win the prestigious 24 Hours
of Le Mans. He won three U.S. sports car
racing championships.

Shelby also was in a race against time.

It was determined when he was 7 that
he had a serious congenital heart defect.

TexasCoopPower.com

BY K.A. YOUNG

Carroll Shelby, in his trademark bib overalls,

accepts the trophy after winning an International
Grand Prix race in 1960 in California. He loved r
driving fast cars, and he loved making it possible
for others to drive them, too.

He drove in a 200-mile race
in 1960 with nitroglycerin
pills underneath his tongue
to stave off a heart attack. He
finished third and after the
race said, “If I hadn’t slowed
down each time I popped
one of those pills, I might
have won.”

That same year, told he
had less than five years to live,
Shelby quit driving and
turned to designing cars—for
five decades. Shelby also
owned a ranch near Terlingua
and helped launch its famous
world chili cook-off in 1968.
That led to the creation of
“Carroll Shelby Chili” mix.
And in 1975, he helped start
the Chili’s restaurant chain.

His hottest hand, though,
was definitely in the auto-
motive and racing industry. He helped
Ford Chairman Lee A. Tacocca develop
Mustang racecars—the GT350, the GT40,
the GT500 and the GT500KR. KR stood
for “king of the road.” His Ford GT40
won the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1966 and
1967.

When Tacocca took over Chrysler, he
enlisted Shelby’s help again, and they
came up with a high-performance Dodge
Charger and the Dodge Viper.

In 1990, while working on the Viper,
Shelby’s health required him to undergo
a heart transplant. A year later, he estab-
lished what is now the Carroll Shelby
Foundation. Initially founded to defray
expenses for children’s transplants, it
also assists children with other serious
illnesses and partners with Northeast
Texas Community College to prepare

ot

!

students for automotive careers.

In 1996, he received a kidney from his
son Michael, becoming one of the oldest
survivors of two transplants.

In May, shortly before the debut of his
latest powerhouse, the 2013 Shelby
GT500, Shelby died at Baylor Hospital in
Dallas. He was 89.

His Los Angeles Times obituary suc-
cinctly described his life in the fast lane:
“He raced cars. He had a heart transplant
from a Las Vegas gambler in 1990 and a
kidney transplant from a son in 1996. He
was married seven times.”

And—oh, Lord—the squealing tires
and throaty rumble of his fast cars con-
tinue to turn heads on highways and
street corners everywhere.

K.A. Young, a member of Wood County Elec-
tric Cooperative, lives in Quitman.
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2012 Holiday Recipe Contest seonsore sy e rexas pecan soaro

After weeks of baking and frying, testing and tasting and several rounds of voting, the results are in for Texas

Co-op Power’s 2012 Holiday Recipe Contest, sponsored by the Texas Pecan Board.

Pedernales Electric Cooperative member Rita Lutz’s beautiful, rich Texas Pecan Butterscotch Cake rose above the

rest of the 500-plus recipes we received to claim the grand prize of $2,000. Lutz, a retired buyer/manager for J.C.

Penney and a grandmother of eight, lives in Horseshoe Bay, about 50 miles west of Austin, with her husband, Donald.

Rita enjoys baking and tried several versions of the cake before hitting on this one, which was given a thumbs-

up by a grandson. “My husband can tell you; he gets tired of trying them,” she said with alaugh. “I made it a couple

of times for him and one for my grandson Robert. He says it’s his favorite cake.”

Texas Pecan
Butterscotch Cake

$2,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER
RITA LUTZ, PEDERNALES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Texas Pecan Butterscotch Cake

1 cup softened unsalted butter, divided, plus more for
preparing pans

2 cups coarsely chopped Texas pecans, divided

1 cup coconut flakes

Y2 cup coconut oil

2 cups packed light brown sugar

5 large eggs, separated

% cup buttermilk

% cup ricotta cheese

1 teaspoon vanilla

2 teaspoons butterscotch schnapps (substitute caramel
extract or vanilla extract, optional), divided
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KEVIN HARGIS

cups flour

teaspoon salt

teaspoon baking powder
teaspoon baking soda

cup heavy whipping cream
cups butterscotch chips
tablespoon light corn syrup
ounces cream cheese, softened
cups powdered sugar
teaspoon sea salt

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly butter three 8-inch
round, 2-inch high metal cake pans. Line bottoms of
pans with parchment paper rounds. Butter paper and
lightly flour rims.

Pour pecans onto a cookie sheet and toast 5 to 8 min-
utes. Set aside and allow to cool.

Meanwhile, put coconut flakes on a cookie sheet and
toast for 5 to 8 minutes until lightly browned, stirring
once halfway through. Set aside and allow to cool.

In a 5- to 6-quart mixing bowl, combine 1/2 cup (1 stick)
butter and coconut oil and beat with an electric mixer
until light and creamy, about 2 minutes. Add brown
sugar and beat on medium speed about 5 minutes.

Add egg yolks, one at a time, beating well after each
addition.

In a separate small bowl, combine buttermilk, ricotta,
vanilla and 1 teaspoon schnapps or extract substitute.
Set aside.

In another bowl, combine flour, salt, baking powder and
baking soda. Add to the creamed mixture alternately with
buttermilk mixture, beating well after each addition.

Stir in 1 cup of the pecans and the coconut until just
combined.

In a separate large mixing bowl, whip the 5 egg whites
on high speed until stiff peaks form (about 2 minutes).
Do not overbeat. Fold into pecan batter.

Divide batter equally among the prepared cake pans.
Bake 20 to 25 minutes or until a toothpick inserted into
the center comes out clean.

Set pans on a wire rack to cool about 10 minutes. Run a
butter knife along edge of pans to loosen and turn cakes
out onto rack. Carefully peel off the paper liners and

TexasCoopPower.com
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Texas'Peca i
_MapleCrusted
heddar -
utlets with
‘Gala R&lish

leave cake rounds on racks to cool completely.

When cooled, wrap each layer in plastic wrap and place
in the freezer for 30 minutes. This makes it easier to put
the first layer of frosting on the cake.

As cakes are cooling, make the frosting. First, bring the
whipping cream to a simmer over medium heat in a
1-quart saucepan. Remove from heat, add butterscotch
chips and whisk until smooth. Stir in corn syrup and
remaining 1 teaspoon schnapps or extract substitute. Set
aside to cool.

In a 5- to 6-quart mixing bowl, beat remaining /2 cup but-
ter and cream cheese with an electric mixer on medium
speed until creamy, about 3 minutes. Turn mixer to low
and gradually add powdered sugar and salt, alternating
with cooled butterscotch mixture. Beat until smooth.
Place one cake layer, flat side up, on a serving plate.
Cover the top evenly with frosting. Sprinkle top with

14 cup pecans. Top with second cake layer. Cover the top
with an equal layer of frosting, topping with another

1/4 cup of pecans.

Set third cake layer atop the other two and spread a thin
crumb coat of frosting over sides and top of cake.

Put cake in refrigerator, uncovered, for about 30 min-
utes to allow the icing to set. Cover the remainder of the
frosting and allow to sit at room temperature.

When cake is chilled, finish frosting the top and sides of
the cake. Use any leftover frosting to decorate the cake.
Sprinkle remaining pecans over the top.

Servings: 24. Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 605 calories, 5.2 g protein,
28.7 g fat, 80.3 g carbohydrates, 1.5 g dietary fiber, 339 mg sodium,
69.1 g sugars, 79 mg cholesterol

$1,000 SAVORY WINNER

JUDY SCRUGGS, FARMERS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Judy Scruggs and her husband, Joe, live “out in the woods”
near Cumby with an extensive menagerie, including a donkey,
a pony, a couple of dogs and “more cats than you can count,”
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she said. Judy, who said she spends a couple of hours a day in
the kitchen, came up with her winning recipe using ingredi-
ents she always has on hand.

Texas Pecan Maple Crusted Cheddar
Cutlets with Gala Relish

teaspoons sugar

teaspoon Dijon mustard

cup mayonnaise

tablespoons lemon juice

teaspoon creamy horseradish

medium Gala apples, peeled and cut into “-inch cubes
of a jicama, peeled and cut into “-inch cubes (about 1 cup)
tablespoons finely chopped fresh chives

block (8 ounces) extra-sharp cheddar cheese

small egg

cup maple syrup

cup sifted all-purpose flour

teaspoon black pepper

Pinch salt

cup finely chopped Texas pecans

Combine sugar, mustard, mayonnaise, lemon juice and
horseradish in a medium bowl. Add apples and jicama
and toss to coat. Sprinkle with chives and set aside.

Slice cheese into 4 equal pieces, each measuring 5 /4 inches
by 2 14 inches by 14 inch. Beat egg in a medium bowl and
add maple syrup. Beat briefly to combine. Set aside.
Combine flour, pepper and salt in small bowl. Transfer
flour mixture to a plate. Set aside.

Place chopped pecans on another plate and set aside.
Dredge cheese cutlets in the flour mixture and shake
excess back into the bowl. Dip floured cutlets into egg
mixture, allowing excess to drip back into the bowl. Set
dredged and dipped cheese on top of chopped pecans on
the plate to coat one side. Flip to coat second side. Use
your fingers to press pecans onto the edges of each cut-
let, coating them entirely.

Preheat a heavy 12-inch nonstick frying pan over
medium-low heat. Use a spatula to gently set cutlets into
the heated pan.

Cook cheese for 1 to 1 12 minutes or until pecans become
fragrant. Carefully flip and cook on the second side for
another 1 to 1 12 minutes. Remove to serving plates.

Top each cutlet with 3 to 4 tablespoons of apple mixture
and serve warm.

Servings: 4. Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 658 calories, 19.3 g protein,
43.8 g fat, 47.3 g carbohydrates, 4.8 g dietary fiber, 559 mg sodium,
29.3 g sugars, 99 mg cholesterol

$500 SAVORY RUNNER-UP

PEGGY DICKERSON, FARMERS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Peggy Dickerson, a 28-year resident of Rockwall, said her
recipe was inspired by a dish she and her husband, Gary,
enjoyed at a New England bed and breakfast. “I love the art
and science of cooking,” she said.
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Surprise Pecan
Brie Quesadillast

3 slices bacon
% cup butter, divided
1 cup Texas pecans, chopped medium fine
Ya cup packed dark brown sugar
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
Y2 teaspoon prepared yellow mustard
2 crisp pears
1 round (8 ounces) Brie
6 flour tortillas (fajita size)
> Fry bacon slices until crisp. Break into 1/4-inch pieces
and set aside.
> Melt 4 tablespoons of butter in a sauté pan. Add pecans,
brown sugar, Worcestershire and mustard and stir well.
Cook 3 to 4 minutes, stirring well to mix. Remove from
heat and set aside.
> Core pears and slice into 24 15-inch rounds. Melt 2 table-
spoons of butter in the pan. Add pear slices and cook for
1 minute per side. Remove from pan and set aside.
> Place 4 slices of Brie, 4 pear slices, 4 to 5 bacon pieces
and about 2 tablespoons of pecan mixture on half of
each tortilla.
> Melt 1 tablespoon butter in a small (9- to 10-inch) skillet.
Add one quesadilla to pan and sauté for 1 minute. Fold
empty half of the tortilla over the Brie mixture and con-
tinue to sauté until lightly browned and slightly crisp on
both sides. Repeat process with remaining quesadillas,
keeping each quesadilla warm until ready to serve.
Servings: 6. Serving size: 1 quesadilla. Per serving: 699 calories, 15.4 g
protein, 48.7 g fat, 47.4 g carbohydrates, 5.6 g dietary fiber, 646 mg
sodium, 18.3 g sugars, 103 mg cholesterol
$1,000 SWEET WINNER

JUDI BALDWIN, MID-SOUTH SYNERGY

Her winning recipe is based on a French dessert, said creator
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Judi Baldwin, who is originally from England and lives in
Huntsville with her husband, Christopher. The cupcake ver-
sions of Omelette 4 la Norvégienne (known as Baked Alaska)
were perfectly sized for her and Christopher to enjoy.

Caramel Pecan
Surprises

Caramel Pecan Surprises

tablespoons unsalted butter, divided

ounces (a scant 1% cups) plus 1 tablespoon sugar, divided
cup Texas pecan halves

ounces (about % cup) self-rising flour

teaspoon baking powder

ounces (about 2 cup) very finely chopped Texas pecans
teaspoon instant coffee granules

tablespoon brewed coffee

large eggs

egg whites

tablespoon cornstarch

teaspoon cream of tartar

Caramel sundae syrup

pint butter pecan ice cream

Melt 1 12 teaspoons butter in a sauté pan over medium-
high heat. Add 1 tablespoon sugar and the pecan halves.
Cook and stir for about 5 minutes, or until sugar loses its
grainy appearance. Pour pecan mixture onto a piece of
foil and allow it to cool for at least 15 minutes.

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Grease and flour a six-
partition jumbo muffin pan.

Mix 4 ounces (about 12 cup) sugar, flour, baking powder
and the finely chopped pecans in a medium bowl.

Add coffee granules to brewed coffee, then add it to flour
mixture along with eggs and remaining butter. Blend
until creamy and smooth. Add 1 teaspoon cold water and
stir to combine.

Divide mixture among the six muffin cups and bake for
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25 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the center of
a cupcake comes out clean. Allow cakes to cool in pan for
1to 2 minutes, then turn out onto a cooling rack to cool
completely.

> When cakes are cool, cut a conical section from the cen-
ter of each cake, about 12 inch from the edge, taking
care not to cut through the bottoms of the cake.

> When ready to serve, preheat oven to 400 degrees and
make the meringue. Whisk egg whites until stiff peaks
form. While continuing to beat, add 6 ounces sugar,
cornstarch and cream of tartar gradually.

> Return cakes to the cleaned muffin pan and pack hol-
lowed centers of each cake with ice cream. (Return
remaining ice cream to freezer.)

> Working quickly, spread or pipe meringue atop each
cake, making sure to completely cover ice cream and
cake.

> Place in oven for about 4 to 5 minutes, until meringue
begins to color.

> Remove cakes from the pan to individual serving plates.

Drizzle each with caramel syrup and divide caramelized
pecans equally over each. Serve immediately.

Servings: 6. Serving size: 1 cake. Per serving: 821 calories, 9.8 g protein,
49.3 g fat, 82.7 g carbohydrates, 2.4 g dietary fiber, 443 mg sodium,
57.6 g sugars, 178 mg cholesterol

$500 SWEET RUNNER-UP

SUNNY KOVACHEVICH, GRAYSON-COLLIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
Sunny Kovachevich of Anna says she grew up in the kitchen, as
her father was the head chef at a restaurant in Ohio. Her
kitchen experience paid off with the cookie recipe she formu-
lated to re-create a crispy cinnamon roll her husband, Ray,
enjoyed from a bakery on a trip to California.

Pecan Cinnamon Crispy Cookie
1% cups Texas pecans, toasting optional
Y% cup sugar, plus some for rolling
Ya cup plus 2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 teaspoons cinnamon, plus some for rolling
Y teaspoon salt
Flour for rolling
2 sheets frozen puff pastry, thawed
1 egg, well beaten

> If desired, toast pecans in heavy pan on stove or in 350-
degree oven for about 5 minutes. Allow to cool com-
pletely.

> Place pecans, sugars, cinnamon and salt in food proces-

sor and process until very finely ground. Set aside.

> Flour a sheet of parchment paper and unroll puff pastry
sheets side by side onto paper. Press dough together at
the seam. Roll it out into a 20-by-10-inch rectangle with
arolling pin.

> Slide dough and paper onto a baking sheet, cover loosely
with plastic wrap and refrigerate until firm, about 45
minutes.
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Remove from refrigerator and brush dough’s surface
lightly with the beaten egg. Sprinkle evenly with the
pecan mixture, pressing it into the dough. Starting with
the 10-inch side, roll up as tightly as possible. Brush
flour from pastry as you roll.

Discard remaining flour on parchment paper. Wrap
dough roll tightly in the parchment and freeze for about
20 minutes.

Remove from freezer and immediately cut crosswise
into 1-inch rounds.

Sprinkle a work surface with sugar and cinnamon. Coat
both sides of each dough slice with the sugar mixture
and press to flatten slightly.

Roll each cookie into a 6- or 7-inch round. Sprinkle with
additional sugar and cinnamon as needed to keep cook-
ies from sticking. Place cookies on parchment-lined bak-
ing sheets and refrigerate again until firm, about 20
minutes.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Bake cookies until golden
brown, about 14 to 18 minutes. Watch carefully for last 5
minutes of baking. Allow to cool on baking sheets.

Servings: 10. Serving size: 1 cookie. Per serving: 219 calories, 2.8 g pro-
tein, 15.1 g fat, 19 g carbohydrates, 2 g dietary fiber, 148 mg sodium,
12.7 g sugars, 18 mg cholesterol

$100 Recipe Contest

April’s recipe contest topic is Beyond Tuna Salad. By using different
breads, spreads and fillings, you can make an infinite variety of sand-
wiches. What are some of your fanciest formulas for the meal you eat
with your hands? The best recipe could win you $100. The deadline is
December 10.

There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com (under the Submit and Share tab);
MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3408. Include your name,
address and phone number, plus your co-op.
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‘ TLANTIC
DUCTLESS A/C HP SYSTEMS
« Eliminate those noisy inefficient window units!
« Replace that old dirty central A/C system!
« Energy efficient up to 20+ SEER
« Save up to 30% or more on your electric bill
« Improved Air Quality/Extremely Quiet
« Cools and Heats — No Furnace Required
« Affordable / Financing Available (w.a.c.)

Discover what the rest of the world has known for
years; all the advantages of ductless split
systems. Call us today and come by and see us
at the Fort Worth Stock Show.
Call Toll Free 800-228-1265
www.atlanticservice.com

6525 Baker Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76118

Euilt to it your needs, Any size or dfengn-
Call .lnd ;pvdk n'|1i1 one r1 our

B Floues: Mon-Fi 8.5 * 5ot 512 Cenlral

-§72-1276 Fax:1-918-686-5512

1-877-USA-BARN

THE REAL =52
DEAL ON STEEL!

GET THE FINEST QUALITY

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

SIZE PRICES FROM"

33X45X10 $7397

42X60X12 $10,897

60X102X12 $21,897

*PRIGES VARY BASED ON CODES, LOADS AUD AGCESSORIES.
HERITAGE
BUILDING SYSTEMS.

Brtadlished 1979

1.800.643.5555 | HERITAGEBUILDINGS.COM
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LOW COST

Mobile Home Insurance

e Complete coverage
e Superior service

e Easy payment plans
. (Including the option of Credit Cards)

o Lowdeductibles

e Free & easyonline
quotes

www.stdins.com

Call For A Custom Quote

800-522-0146

Serving = STANDARD
Texas Mobile .
Homeowners

since 1961 INSURANCE AGENCY

This is a great time to build your new home!

and mortgage rates are at an all-time low.
Building materials are affordably priced Get started today with United-Bilt Homes.

In-house financing with ZERO down & no payments for 6 mos!

Austin Dallas Sherman

Beaumont Fort Worth Terrell d

Cleveland Houston Texarkana u Unlte Bllt

Corpus Rosenberg Tyler omes

Christi San Antonio H A -F
omemage just tor Hhou

800.756.2506 unitedbilt.net J 9

* With approved credit for qualified land owners. @ Lic Res Mort Lender AR,LA,MS,MO,OK, TX NMLS#39943

TexasCoopPower.com



Lee Kobs, San Bernard EC, took
this photo of the moon and Venus
when it was a little foggy, which
created spectacular rings around
the heavenly bodies. »

David Lund, Bryan Texas Utilities
member, used a slow shutter
speed to create this shot, which
he calls “A Northgate Night.” It’s
an Aggie thing. ¥

Upcoming Contests

February Issue: Silhouettes Deadline: December 10

March: Broken April: Reflections

Send your photo for the February contest—along with your name, address, daytime phone, co-op affiliation and a
brief description—to Silhouettes, Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701, before December 10.
A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you want your entry returned (approximately six weeks).
Please do not submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. If using a digital camera, submit your
highest-resolution images at TexasCoopPower.com/contests. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be respon-
sible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline.

TexasCoopPower.com

Focus on Texas

Night Photography wpeopie gazed up at the

stars each night, I bet they would live life differently.
There is something so ethereal and majestic about a
beautiful night sky and a world bathed in moonlight.
It can tug at the very strings of one’s soul. For those of

you who only come out at night, thank you.
ASHLEY CLARY-CARPENTER

On TexasCoopPower.com
More Night Photography

< Once in a blue moon, you get a photo like this. Pedernales EC’s Faith
Rasche-Neely took it near San Marcos on September 1T—actually the
day after a blue moon—still rare. One definition of blue moon is the sec-
ond full moon in a calendar month, which happened August 31. The
other full moon was August 1. The next blue moon will be July 31, 2015.

Some cacti bloom only at night. This one lives in the backyard of Paul
Garcia, Medina EC. A

Doug Green, Pedernales EC, left his shutter open for 30 minutes to
create this image. “Notice the North Star in the center of the rotation,”
he says. ¥
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Get GOln g > This is just a sampling of the events

Pick of the Month

Living Christmas Drive-
Thru Presentation

Bulverde [8]
(830) 980-2813, redroofchurch.org

'Tis the season. In Bulverde, drive through 12
scenes of what Christmas is all about, including
a live Nativity scene, music and animals.
Admission is free.

December
07

Kilgore [7-8] Kilgore Snow Hill Festival,
(903) 984-5022, kilgorechamber.com

Salado [7-8] A Christmas Carol,
(254) 947-9205, tablerock.org

Liberty [7-9] Christmas Under the Stars,
(936) 336-7252, christmasunderthestars.com

San Angelo [7-9] Christmas at Old Fort
Concho, (325) 481-2646, fortconcho.com

Burnet [7-9, 14-16] Main Street Bethlehem,
(512) 756-6033

08

Athens Bird and Nature Walk,
(903) 670-2266, athenstx.org/things-to-
do/bird-and-nature-walk-december-2012

Coleman Heritage Hall-iday at Heritage Hall
Gallery, (325) 624-5544

Columbus Breakfast with Santa,
(979) 732-8385, columbustexas.org

Port Lavaca Christmas on Main Street,
(361) 552-2959, portlavacatx.org

08

San Saba Christmas on the Square &
Lighted Christmas Parade, (325) 372-5141,
sansabachamber.com

Vernon Christmas on the Western Trail &
Lighted Christmas Parade, (940) 553-3766

December 8
Athens Bird and
Nature Walk

LIFE'S HECTIC...

MARE ThE MUMENTS GI]UNT

1.
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Come home for the holidays and celebrate Christmas in Texas’ Hometown.
888-0LDEST-TOWN * NACOGDOCHES CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU * VisitNacogdoches.org
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and festivals around Texas. For a complete listing, please visit TexasCoopPower.com/events.

December 14
¥ Luling Cocoa
& Carols

08

Ingleside [8-9] Renaissance Faire,
1-888-899-2906, inglesidetxchamber.org

09

Seguin Mid-Texas Symphony: “Sleigh Bells
Ring,” (830) 372-8089, mtsymphony.org

13

Levelland FalLala Fun for the Girls Night
Out, (806) 894-9079, levelland.com

14

Bowie Silver Strings Country Ball Room
Christmas Ball, (940) 872-3228

Luling Cocoa & Carols, (512) 738-0228,
lulingmainstreet.com

January

January 1

01

Bandera Cowgirl Roundup & Show-Deo,
(830) 796-4413

CHRISTMAS COCOA: DMITRY LOBANOV | BIGSTOCK.COM. COWGIRL: RON HILTON | BIGSTOCK.COM. PAINT TUBES: MADLEN | BIGSTOCK.COM

January 4 ‘
Fredericksburg
First Friday Art
Walk

04

Fredericksburg First Friday Art Walk,
(830) 997-6523, artwalkfbg.com

Submit Your Event!

We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
February by December 10, and it just might be
featured in this calendar!

gul

WALK IN

The women who shaped Texas have worn every kind of shoe - and boot.
When you learn what they accomplished, you'll have something new
to brag about - and - you might just hear a jingle on your shoe.

Discover Women Shaping Texas, on exhibit December 8, 2012-May 19, 2013.

Start your visitat TheSTORYof TEXAS.com

Vi \

BULLOCK

TEXAS

STATE HISTORY
MUSEUM

TexasCoopPower.com
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Lake Buchanan

Once again strong of wing and keen of instinct, rehabilitated birds of prey start their second chance in the wild

with Highland Lakes cruise

RUMORS OF A MUCH-NEEDED THUNDER-
storm beckon on the horizon on an oth-
erwise sunny Sunday afternoon in July as
a 70-foot, double-decked excursion ves-
sel slows to a stop 100 yards off the
craggy, exposed coastline of Lake
Buchanan.

On the Texas Eagle II’s foredeck, the
talons of a nervous six-month-old great
horned owl are digging into the leather
welding glove worn by a probably equally
nervous 12-year-old boy. The boy’s name
is Will Sinsabaugh. The owl, propitiously,
has no name.

“If we give them a name,” says Kelly
Rayner, facilities and educational direc-
tor with Last Chance Forever, a nonprofit
that specializes at rescuing birds of prey,
“that means we’ve had them too long.”

Last Chance Forever, founded in 1978 in
San Antonio, rehabilitates birds aban-
doned, injured, lost, ill or otherwise
threatened. They’re treated, nursed to
health, and retaught to fly and hunt live
prey. Life at Last Chance Forever for the
150 to 300 falcons, hawks, eagles, owls,
vultures and other species rehabbed each
year isn’t bad—the birds have modest fly-
ing room and a steady diet of beef heart
and homegrown rodents—but nothing
beats catching a draft and soaring uncon-
strained over Central Texas and eating
on your own schedule.

When the birds have regained their
strength and instincts—they must make
three live kills on their own—they are set
free. About a half-dozen or so times a
year, from spring through fall, the release
is held on a Freedom Flight Cruise, a two-
hour excursion put on by Vanishing Texas
River Cruises during which two or three
birds are released with ticket-buying pas-
senger participation. On this trip, featur-
ing the release of two juvenile great
horned owls and an adult red-shouldered
hawk, passengers also visited Garrett
Island, identified birds and learned about
their habits.

The boat is piloted by Shawn Devaney,
53. Born in southern Louisiana and
raised on Lake LBJ, Devaney took to the
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BY MARK WANGRIN

WILD DAY: An exhilarating moment as Will Sinsabaugh, with the helping hand of Last Chance Forever’s
Kelly Rayner, guides an owl to freedom.

water when still in his teens. He’s been
with Vanishing Texas River Cruises since
its beginning in 1982 and has owned the
business since 1999.

Devaney is backed by a crew made of
mostly retirees. Guide Tim Mohan, for
example, has made a life’s work with sec-
ond acts. Retired in 2004 from a 27-year
career as a juvenile probation officer,
Mohan mans the boat’s microphone,
mixing information about the predilec-
tions of the various bird species with
play-by-play of the release of an owl.

In between he calls out sightings,
sounding like a spotter for an anti-aircraft
battery. “Osprey at 1 o’clock. 500 feet.
Great blue heron at 11 o’clock, low near
the water.”

Five minutes into the cruise, Will wins a
drawing among the 25 or so passengers to

release the owl. Blond and tanned, Will
dons the heavy gloves and holds the owl as
the spectators count down from three.
Then he lifts his arms, opens his hands, and
the owl, unsure of strength and not yet
aware there are no constraints, pauses for a
moment before soaring off toward the
shore and over the horizon.

Later, Will’s face glows as he recalls
the moment, and the feeling it gave him.
“When I let it go, I knew the bird was bet-
ter, and I felt free,” he says, pausing to
reflect on what he’s just said.

“T’ll bet the bird did, too.”

Mark Wangrin s an Austin writer.

Last Chance Forever: /astchanceforever.org,
(210) 499-4080

Vanishing Texas River Cruises: virc.com,
1-800-474-8374

TexasCoopPower.com
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Want a place to enjoy
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stlent m'uq/uf:?
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Rural Land Loans
Country Home Loans ®
Farm & Ranch Loans
Livestock & Equipment Loans
Operating Capital

We're the answer.

Capital Farm Credit has made agricultural production, real Agribusiness Financing
estate and agribusiness loans for 95 years. We embrace our Leasing

Real Estate Appraisal Services

cooperative structure and our commitment to return profits
to our customers. Through our patronage program, we
return almost 100 percent of our net earnings back to our

customers — a distinct benefit of doing business with us. C APITAL

FARM CREDIT
CapitalFarmCredit.com 877.944.5500 PART 6 T FAR DT SYTEN

TEXAS’ LARGEST RURAL LENDTEHR



It’s more than a Life policy,

it's a promise.

The key to buying life insurance is working with people you trust, a company you know
and getting a plan that meets your needs. That’s why Germania Life is the right choice.
We offer a wide variety of policies, flexible terms and range of premium options.

And because we only insure Texans, your local Germania agent knows how Texans live.
Contact your local Germania agent to help develop a plan that’s right for this stage of
your life — and beyond. Find out why, for over 115 years, Germania has been

The Insurance Texans Trust.’

Germania

Germanialnsurance.com

1-800-392-2202




