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All my friends have new cell phones. They carry them

around with them all day, like mini computers, with

little tiny keyboards and hundreds of programs which

are supposed to make their life easier. Trouble is…

my friends can’t use them. The keypads are too small, 

the displays are hard to see and the phones are so

complicated that my friends end up borrowing my

Jitterbug when they need to make a call. I don’t

mind… I just got a new phone too… the new 

Jitterbug Plus. Now I have all the things I loved

about my Jitterbug phone along with some great

new features that make it even better!

GreatCall® created the Jitterbug with one thing in

mind – to offer people a cell phone that’s easy to see

and hear, simple to use and affordable. Now, they’ve

made the cell phone experience even better with 

the Jitterbug Plus. It features a lightweight, 

comfortable design with a backlit keypad and

big, legible numbers. There is even a dial tone so

you know the phone is ready to use. You can

also increase the volume with one touch 

and the speaker’s been improved so you 

get great audio quality and can hear every

word. The battery has been improved too–

it’s the longest-lasting– so you won’t have

to charge it as often. The phone comes

to you with your account already set up

and is easy to activate.

The rate plans are simple too. Why

pay for minutes you’ll never use?

There are a variety of affordable

plans. Plus, you don’t have to worry

about finding yourself stuck with no

minutes– that’s the problem with prepaid phones. Since

there is no contract to sign, you are not locked in for

years at a time and won’t be subject to early termination

fees. The U.S.-based customer service

is knowledgeable and helpful and

the phone gets service virtually 

anywhere in the continental U.S.

Above all, you’ll get one-touch 

access to a friendly, and helpful

GreatCall operator. They can look

up numbers, and even dial them

for you! They are always there to

help you when you need them. 

Call now and receive a FREE

Car Charger – a $24.99 value.

Try the Jitterbug Plus for 

yourself for 30 days and if 

you don’t love it, just return it

for a refund1 of the product

purchase price. Call now –

helpful Jitterbug experts are

ready to answer your questions. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35.
Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to
an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly minutes carry
over and are available for 60 days. If you exceed the minute balance on your account, you will be billed at 35¢ for each minute used over the balance. Monthly rate plans do not include government taxes or assessment 
surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change. 1We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you
have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will apply for each minute over 30 minutes. The activation fee and shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug
and GreatCall are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc.  Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.  ©2013 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC.  ©2013 GreatCall, Inc.  ©2013
by firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

Monthly Minutes

Monthly Rate

Operator Assistance

911 Access

Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial

Nationwide Coverage

Friendly Return Policy1

Basic 14

50

$14.99

24/7

FREE

No add’l charge

FREE 

YES

30 days

Basic 19

       was 100   NOW 200

$19.99

24/7

FREE

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

30 days

We proudly accept the following credit cards.

Available in 
Silver and Red.

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.

Jitterbug Plus Cell Phone
Call today to get your own Jitterbug Plus.
Please mention promotional code 49992.

1-877-553-8028 
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Order now and receive a
FREE Car Charger for your Jitterbug –

a $24.99 value. Call now!
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Finally, a cell phone 
that’s… a phone
Introducing the all-new Jitterbug® Plus.   

We’ve made it even better… without making it harder to use. 

NEW
FREE 
Car 
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content, and no reliable source
mentions that Athens has seven
hills. Our story was in error.

Focus on Texas
Love the black and white pictures
[May 2013], especially the one with
the storm coming. Also love old
buildings like the one shown. See
them all the time along the high-
way and wonder why they have
been abandoned.

MARY HULIN | SAM HOUSTON EC

Editor’s note: Be sure to read our
October issue for a feature story
about ghost towns.

More on Parenting 
Your Parents
I enjoyed reading this article as my
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late husband and I have gone
through this twice—once with my
mother and once with his. I know
how difficult it was.  

At 74, I decided to take control
and try to make things easier for
those who might have to take care
of me toward the end and when I
die. I made sure my will was as I
wanted it. I named a good friend
much younger than I am as execu-
tor. I made disposition of what I
wanted to provide anyone outside
the will. I made sure my living will
and medical power of attorney
were in order. I even wrote out my
obituary, including what I wanted
to be sung at my funeral.  

We don’t like to dwell on death
or being incapacitated, but, as I
read, 10 out of 10 people are going
to die.

JOYCE D. SCHAEFER | PEDERNALES, VICTORIA 

AND KARNES ECS

This is a long overdue topic for dis-
cussion. Been there, done that dur-
ing a 30-plus-year career as an
investment adviser, personal finan-
cial planner and estate planner.

I can assure the reader that
most people are simply unwilling to
face reality—the reality of their
pending demise. You can try to be
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ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share
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1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

CURRENTS
Doesn’t Nashville Count?
In “Big and Important” [May 2013],
you list Sacramento as the next-
biggest capital [to Austin] that isn’t
the largest city in the state.
Nashville, Tennessee, is the capital
and has a population of 601,222.
Memphis has a population of
672,277. My source is Wikipedia.

MICHAEL WATSON

SHELBYVILLE, TENNESSEE

Editor’s note: No offense to Music
City—the other music city—
intended. We do not use Wikipedia
as a source (see below), but statis-
tics from quickfacts.census.gov
prove we were in error:

Nashville-Davidson 609,644
Memphis 652,050
Sacramento 472,178

Hill of Trouble
I clearly remembered my history
teachers talking about the famous
seven hills of Rome but never about
those in Athens [“Foreign Accents,”
March 2013]. Well, after doing some
research on this, I discovered that,
indeed, Athens also claims to have
been built on seven hills (and,
according to Wikipedia, so do 65
additional cities around the world—
a figure that did not include Athens,
Texas. So I submitted an edit, and it
is now on the record).

JORGE VIDAL | MAGIC VALLEY EC 

Editor’s note: Many websites say
Athens was built around seven hills,
and we used some of those web-
sites to substantiate that fact in our
story. However, further research
reveals that those websites used
Wikipedia as the source for their
information. Wikipedia, while possi-
bly interesting, is not a reliable
source for fact-checking because it
relies on unverified user-generated

polite, but ultimately you either
force the person to face that reality
or you may as well just give up try-
ing. It really is that simple and
straightforward. The court system
will ultimately do what the individ-
ual refused to do while they were
still alive, and you won’t like the
outcome.

TEX NORTON | PEDERNALES EC 

@TexasCoopPower

Hitting Close to Home
Many times I’ve thought I should write you and thank
you for an excellent article. However, I’ve never car-
ried out my thoughts. This time I feel compelled to.

“The Call That's Coming” [May 2013] … Wow! It’s not
a topic we want to face but one we must face sooner or
later because it is coming.  

Since we are now in our mid-70s and older, it is so
much more near “home” than ever before. The article
is making us think. Thank you for the information.

M.C. AND E.R. HUDNALL | CHEROKEE COUNTY EC

Letters, emails and posts from our readers
LOCAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE EDITION MAY 2013
Civilian Space Travel Texas Capitol Fast-Fix Meals

Parenting 
Your Parents
Don’t Be Caught
Without a Plan



Energy, innovation, people, places and events in Texas 

Here are some ideas:
• Contact your local waste collection agency about its

policies for recycling the bulbs. 
• Earth911.com is a good place to look for collection

or drop-off locations and schedules. This website
has information about recycling and repurposing
all sorts of materials.

• Local hardware stores, especially big-box ones
such as Lowe’s and Home Depot, often offer
in-store recycling.

• Check with your CFL manufacturer.
Some sell prelabeled kits so you can
mail back your used lightbulbs.

• As a last resort, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
suggests putting your old
CFLs in a plastic bag
before putting them in
with your regular trash
to help prevent the mer-
cury from escaping.
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English scientist
William Gilbert is
widely credited as
being the first person to
use the word “electric-
ity.” He published De
Magnete (“On the Mag-
net”) in 1600, which
quickly became the
standard work
throughout Europe on
electrical and magnetic
phenomena. “Electric-
ity” comes from the
Greek word elektron,
which means amber.
The Greeks discovered
that amber rubbed with
fur attracted light
objects such as feath-
ers. Such effects due to
stationary charges, or
static electricity, were
the first electrical phe-
nomena to be studied.

1,115
Texas’ winningest high school baseball coach, Bobby Moegle (pronounced MAY-gul) of Lub-
bock Monterey was inducted into the Texas Sports Hall of Fame in February. The legendary
coach won 1,115 games and four state championships in his 40 years as head coach for the
Plainsmen. Moegle, 80, is the first high school baseball coach to make it to the Hall, which is
in Waco. Moegle was known as a tough drill sergeant of a coach, a reputation that was
expounded upon in a 1999 Sports Illustrated article with the headline “Next to him, Patton
was a Wuss.” The article tells of the time in 1973 when a junior varsity player showed up 15
seconds—SECONDS!—late to practice and Moegle ordered him to run. When practice ended
three hours later, the kid was still running. Moegle never told him to stop and instead sat in a
lawn chair and read a few chapters of Gone with the Wind.

TexasCoopPower.com

E N E R GY  N E WS

Bright Ideas for Those Burned-Out CFLs
Priscilla Pearson, a Pedernales Electric Cooperative member, recently wrote to us asking
what to do with burned-out compact fluorescent lightbulbs, or CFLs. They contain small
amounts of mercury, and she wanted to know how to dispose of them properly.

6 Texas Co-op Power July 2013
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H A P P E N I N G S

TOTA L LY  T E XAS

Standing Tall in State History
“A Tribute to Courage,” better known as the Sam Houston
statue, casually looks out over drivers making their way
between Dallas and Houston just outside of Huntsville on
Interstate 45. At 67 feet, the concrete figure is the tallest monument to
an American hero in the world, according to the town’s website.

July 26 marks the 150th anniversary of Houston’s death.
The epitome of a career politician, he was a U.S. representative
and governor of Tennessee, the first and third president of
Texas, and a U.S. senator and governor of Texas—all in his 70-
year life.

Houston was born in Virginia in 1793, but he spent most of
his life in Tennessee. He came to Texas at 39 and was quickly
swept up in the political turmoil of a possible revolution,
becoming a commander in the Texas military in the fight for
independence from Mexico. After the war, he was elected the
first president of the Republic of Texas and served as a politi-
cian until just before his death. 

Slow Down for a Patriotic Day,
Cuero-style

As you consider your options for a July 4 outing, the folks in Cuero are wav-
ing their hands and American flags, hoping you’ll join them for “small-town
American patriotism at its best.” That’s how Kerry Rhotenberry describes the
July Family Carnival. She’s the chairwoman in charge of orchestrating the
cake walk, country store, duck pond, face painting and other food, entertain-
ment and activity booths for the festival. 

Proceeds will benefit Bluebonnet Youth Ranch, Habitat for
Humanity of Cuero, Keep Cuero Beautiful and a project to help
with the maintenance of stained-glass windows at Grace Epis-
copal Church. The carnival runs from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. After
dark, the city puts on a fireworks display.
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BAT CAVE
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As a Texas boy, born and bred, I thought I had a pretty good grip
on the interesting, big and weird things that had gone on around
these parts, especially regarding critters. I didn’t know much
about Chupacabras, the legendary bloodsucking cryptids sup-
posedly killing livestock in parts of South Texas, but I have had
a beer with the deceased, stuffed Clay Henry III, the former
goat mayor of Lajitas (and permanent fixture of the Starlight
Theatre in Terlingua), and I saw “Hawmps!” a couple of times as
a kid, so I was familiar with the short-lived U.S. Camel Corps out
at Camp Verde in the mid-1850s.

Both yarns were fascinating and tough to beat, but Texas is a
vast, strange place. And last summer, I unwittingly stumbled
onto a story that overshadowed them both. 

In early August, I lit out toward Rocksprings in Edwards
County, not in search of outlandish critter tales but to take a
guided tour to Devil’s Sinkhole. Part of Devil’s Sinkhole Natural
Area, the sinkhole is a collapsed, vertical cavern approximately
40 by 60 feet at its mouth and reaches depths of 350 to 400 feet.
From a distance, it’s a harrowing black puncture in the hard
limestone of the Edwards Plateau. But up close, you see that the
immediate vertical drop is around 140 feet and the walls down
are dotted with green plant life. It’s dramatic during the day, but
at night it becomes astounding.  

At or around dusk, the sinkhole mouth fills with Mexican
free-tailed bats slowly rising from the depths in a spiral. Devil’s
Sinkhole is home to nearly 4 million of these winged critters,
and they soon blot out the waning sunset as they leave to scour
the surrounding sky for sustenance.

But that isn’t the astonishing part.
A sign near the sinkhole viewing platform mentions a top-

secret, World War II weapon called “Project X-Ray.” When I
asked our guide about the undertaking, he smiled. “It lost out to
the Manhattan Project,” he said, and then shared the tale.

On December 7, 1941, when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor,
a Pennsylvania dental surgeon named Lytle S. Adams was visiting
Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico. As the implications of Japan’s act
began to sink in, Adams’ thoughts turned to retaliation.

Adams was amazed by the hundreds of thousands of bats
that emerged from and returned to the caverns every night. 
He wondered if they couldn’t be used as weapons—fitted with
incendiary devices and dropped from planes. He had heard that
many of the buildings in Japanese cities were constructed of
wood and realized that if bats could be “weaponized,” 
they could be released to roost before sunup, when built-in
timers would ignite the incendiaries, creating thousands of fires
simultaneously.

Believe it or not, that was the directive from the
White House as the U.S. tried to develop secret
weapons during World War II E . R .  B I L L S

To the
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On January 12, 1942, Adams communicated his thoughts to
the White House by letter. Adams’ idea made it to President
Franklin Roosevelt’s desk, and within days, Roosevelt had dis-
patched instructions regarding the plan to an Army colonel.
“This man is not a nut,” Roosevelt wrote. “It sounds like a per-
fectly wild idea but is worth looking into.”     

The “bat bomb” project was soon off the ground, and the
effort appeared promising. Bats generally congregated in large
numbers, could carry twice their weight in flight, would fly in
darkness and roost in secluded places and, perhaps most impor-
tant, could be manipulated to hibernate and, while dormant, did
not require food or maintenance.     

Adams himself was recruited to research and acquire a suit-
able species and sufficient numbers of bats. By March 1943, the
Mexican free-tailed bat had been chosen for the operation, and
military napalm inventor Louis Fieser was designing miniature
incendiary devices for the bombers. The bats were being col-
lected from large caves in Texas, including Devil’s Sinkhole and
Bracken and Ney caves, and Carlsbad Caverns.     

In early May 1943, 3,500 bats were tested at Muroc Dry Lake
in California. First they were placed in refrigerators to force
them to hibernate. Then on May 21, 1943, a test run involving
five large canisters of bats was executed. Each canister held card-

board boxes packed with around 180 bats, which were supposed
to exit as they awoke from hibernation. The bats were dropped
from 5,000 feet, but the cannisters descended too quickly. The
bats never took wing because they had not fully recovered from
hibernation.

The project was relocated to a new auxiliary airfield under
construction at Carlsbad, New Mexico, and the experiments
continued. In the next test run, the bats were placed in ice cube
trays to facilitate hibernation, then fitted with dummy incendi-
aries and positioned in cardboard cartons for the drops. Unfor-
tunately, when the next batch of bats descended from a B-25
and a Piper L-4 Cub, many, again, didn’t recover from hiberna-
tion quickly enough. 

Undeterred, project team members gathered more Mexican
free-tailed bats and tried again. This time, they allowed the bats
more time to recover from hibernation before they were
deployed, and many woke up too quickly and escaped from the
cardboard cartons.   

Testing continued with mixed results. By early June, the
Mexican free-tailed bombers had burned down the new Carls-
bad Airfield’s control tower, a barracks and several other build-
ings, all while in various stages of construction. A report dated
June 8, 1943, indicated that work on the project had concluded

A scene very much like this one at Devil’s Sinkhole prompted a Pennsylvania dental surgeon to concoct the idea in 1941 that the U.S. military could create bat bombs to
destroy Japanese cities. The wispy red swirls are actually bats, which are reflecting a red-filtered spotlight that the park’s tour guide used to highlight the departing bats.



until researchers developed better incendiary device attach-
ment mechanisms, a special time-delay, a parachute-delivered
bat container (to allow them more time to shake of the effects of
hibernation) and a less complicated time-delay igniter to acti-
vate the incendiary payloads.     

In August 1943, the project was passed on to the Navy and
assigned to the Marine Corps. This is when the program became
known as Project X-Ray.

Marines began guarding Devil’s Sinkhole and the other major
bat caves in Texas. The experiments recommenced at the
Marine Corps Air Station in El Centro, California, on December
13 using improved egg crate bat trays in the bomb canisters.
After numerous experiments and operational tweaks, a defini-
tive test mission was executed over a mock-up Japanese village

at the Dugway Proving Grounds test site in Utah. 
An incendiary specialist at Dugway reported that the bat

bombers were effective because the small units were capable of
creating a reasonable number of destructive fires without being
detected. A National Defense Research Committee observer
concurred, concluding that Project X-Ray had indeed produced
an effective weapon.     

After some positive results and optimistic accounts, more
advanced and effective incendiary devices were ordered and an
expanded Project X-Ray test regimen was scheduled for August
1944. But by then, Project X-Ray was racing against the Manhat-
tan Project, and when Navy Fleet Adm. Ernest J. King was
informed that the bat bombers would probably not be combat
ready until mid-1945, he canceled the project. The bat bomb
project had cost an estimated $2 million.  

For Mexican free-tailed bats, the war was over. The Marines
left the Texas caves, and normality returned to Devil’s Sinkhole.    

Today the descendants and relatives of the former kamikaze
bat bombers of Project X-Ray no longer have to worry about
being placed in refrigerators or egg crates. Like their mam-
malian brethren in the U.S. Camel Corps, some bats did their bit
and then the rest went about their business. Bat-watching in
places like the Sinkhole, the Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue
Bridge in Austin and Clarity Tunnel at Caprock Canyons State
Park afford bats some level of celebrity—but now as natural
wonders instead of weapons. 

E.R. Bills is a writer from Aledo.

Today, We Come in Peace To Marvel at Bats
Folks interested in bats are in luck. The Bracken Bat Cave, located on the northeast outskirts of San
Antonio, is the summer home to the planet’s biggest bat colony.

“The colony is so large that even the most advanced technology is still unable to give an accu-
rate count, but several of the nation’s most respected bat biologists estimate that there are 8 million
to 10 million at the peak in July,” says James Eggers, director of education at Austin-based Bat Con-
servation International, which owns the cave. “Bracken Cave is a maternity colony, and at peak lacta-
tion mother bats can consume up to their weight in insects each night; for 10 million bats that could
be up to 100 tons of insects each night.”

Regular viewings of bats’ cave departures for nightly insect hunts are available throughout the
summer, though BCI membership is required; annual membership rates start at $30 and $35. Non-
members may see the bats July 9, July 25 and August 16; that fee is $25.

To get more information on our winged mammalian allies, check out batcon.org. To watch video
of bats emerging from Bracken, see our August 2012 Hit the Road at texascooppower.com.

The bat bombs proved effective—though unpredictable. During testing in 1943, bats
carrying explosives roosted in structures at Carlsbad Airfield and burned down the
air tower, barracks and other buildings under construction, left. Dozens of ‘loaded’
bats were placed in bombs, above, and then dropped from planes. The bats were
supposed to fly from the descending bombs, land in targeted villages and leave
behind time-delayed explosives that would start fires all over town.

Mexican free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis)
The 100 million free-tailed bats living in Central Texas
caves consume approximately 1,000 tons of insects
nightly, according to Bat Conservation International.
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 Smart Memory 
Master Shock Absorber
Adjusts to Your Weight

Twin Stabilizers

Comfort-Fit 
Removable Insole 

Over 300 Styles for Men and Women Available Online

 ABSORBS SHOCK 
ON HEEL STRIKE

 PROPELS YOU 
FORWARD

A+

www.gravitydefyer.com/MQ8GDM6
or call (800) 429-0039

Coupon Code: MQ8GDM6

Don’t miss this chance to change your life forever!  

FREE RETURNS FREE EXCHANGES

NEXTA $129.95

ABSORB 
HARMFUL SHOCK

The All New
NEXTA

TB9001MBU 

®

™ 

VS2 VersoShock™ Sole
Exclusive Shock Absorbing System

JENDA
Size 5.5-11  $139.95 
TB747FL

MARSEILLE II
Size 7.5-15  $145
TB841L

MEN WOMEN

AMELIE
Size 6-11  $149
TB7012FZ

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Try them Free for 30 Days*

Experience relief

If you dream of a healthier more active you

Walk more, be more active and stay on your feet longer with the ultimate in comfort and protection!

Free for 30 Days.*

*Deferred billing for 30 days from date shipped and is an optional selection during checkout; not 
available at retail locations. Offer excludes outbound S/H. Credit card authorization required.

MEN 

WOMEN 

IMAGINE LIFE PAIN FREE
ABSORB THE HARMFUL SHOCK THAT MAY CAUSE PAIN

IN YOUR FEET, KNEES, BACK OR JOINTS

Dr. Arnold Ross, DPM

Associate Clinical Professor: Western University College 
of Podiatric Medicine, Private Practice: West Los Angeles 

Board Certified, ABPOPPM
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Features
 16 minute digital timer 
with safety shutoff

 in an ISO-9001 
CERTIFIED facility
FDA Class Registered
ETL Approval

 only 15 pounds
 wide x  

deep x  high
Controller cord 6'

C cord 
 volt 

model available for 
International use

Relieve stiffness from head to toe

2-Year Parts and Labor Warranty

Energize the body

Increase circulation throughout the body

Increase mobility

Receive the benefits of aerobic exercise 
without stress or impact on the joints!

Exercising on a regular basis is known to help improve
 many different kinds of health issues. Millions of people 
 suffer from various ailments that can be improved 

through regular exercise; however, we understand some 
individuals are unable to do aerobic type exercise. The Exerciser Elite® 
is your in-home solution and does the work for you. People of all 
ages have made improvements to their overall well-being 
by incorporating this revolutionary machine into 
their daily routine.

Operating the machine is 
simple…just lie down and 
relax. The machine creates a 
gentle, right to left movement. 
This gentle movement cycles up 
through the whole body, which, in 
turn, can promote loosening of the 
joints in the hips and spine and 
relaxation of the muscles in the back.

The Exerciser Elite® outperforms 
any other Chi-type swing machine on 
the market. It will easily accommodate 
individuals weighing up to 425 pounds 
and is built for long term use. 

Imagine feeling better … takes only 12–16 minutes, twice a day!
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❍ Poor Circulation
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❍ Edema
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Do you suffer from:



“The Exerciser Elite® is just SUPER! 
I cannot tell you how much I enjoy my relaxing 
sessions, 3 times a day.  I am finished I feel like 
I am back in the fast lane. I am so glad I decided to 
splurge and buy your magnificent machine.”
 —Irene R., Texas

“I have had both hips replaced and 
been through breast cancer. 
Regular exercise was not something I could do every 
day and still move.  with this wonderful machine I 
can! Thank you again.” —Carol H., Ohio

“After using the Exerciser Elite® 
twice a day for one week, the 
swelling in my ankles went away. 
It has also helped my breathing, as I can get out and 
walk without having to stop and catch my breath! 
Thank you.” —Shirley H., Florida

“I am an 88 year old woman with 
multiple health problems. 
After seeing the ad for the Exerciser Elite®, I ordered 
it and use it daily. I can tell it has improved circulation 
in my legs and by doing that it has helped my balance 
and walking problems. To those of you that think that 
you can’t do regular exercise anymore, try this piece 
of equipment and you will be amazed how much better 
you will feel.”  —Mildred F., Missouri

“I have had such lower back pain 
that I could hardly stand it. 
I saw your ad two years ago and thought it wouldn’t 
help me.  I finally ordered one anyway. I have used 
it for four months now. I have very little back pain, am 
more regular, and I sleep much better thanks to the 
Exerciser Elite®.”  —C. Cordes, Minnesota

Family owned since 1959
240  Road  Salina, KS 67401

www.cwmachines.com

You deserve to feel better—order now!

Use promotional code C500 to 
receive the $50 Discount

90 Day
Money Back
Guarantee

Want to learn more? View the online  videos
www.cwmachines.com or call 800-748-7172

©2013 Clark Enterprises 2000, Inc. Price, terms and conditions subject to change without notice. 
 These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases.

A+ Rating

Do you have trouble  
getting down on the floor?

The Clark Exerciser Elite® Table is specially 
designed to use with the Exerciser Elite®.

Discount code only applies to the Exerciser Elite®.

Kneading Fingers™

Neck and Back Massager
 relax muscles 
 improve range of motion

Relieves muscular aches and pains 

O T H E R  W E L L N E S S  P R O D U C T S  B Y  C L A R K

Save on 
reconditioned 

units when 
available.

Reflex Wave™

Foot and Calf Massager
 relieve tired achy feet
 reduce fatigue

 circulation

Kansas residents add 8.2% sales tax.

$35995

– 5000

$30995 Plus Shipping

Promotional Discount

800-748-7172
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Less than 48 hours after the
April 17 fertilizer plant explo-
sion in West, Will Kruckeberg
and Valerie Tamburri were on
the scene, helping organize
thousands of volunteers who

seemingly descended on the town en masse
to do whatever needed doing. Some estimates
put their numbers at close to 5,000, an over-
whelming influx for this little community of
fewer than 3,000.

BY  M E L I SSA  G AS K I L L  A N D  C A R O L  M O C Z YG E M B A  •  P H OTO S  BY  D E ST RY  JA I M E S

Improvement Projects 
Texas Conservation Corps is on the job: 
While finding meaning in service, these 
young adults discover a way to excel

Valerie Tamburri, left, and Will
Kruckeberg drop off cases of
water in a neighborhood dam-
aged by the April fertilizer plant
explosion in West.
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As part of the Texas Conservation
Corps disaster response team, Krucke-
berg, 20, and Tamburri, 32, hit the ground
running. The Westfest Fairgrounds, where
the predominantly Czech community
holds an annual Labor Day weekend polka
festival, became the staging area for
receiving—literally—tons of clothing, food
for people and pets, baby supplies, hygiene
products, household items and just about
every other immediate need of hundreds
of displaced residents, some of them
members of HILCO Electric Cooperative.

Out of the chaos of pavilions piled
high with overstuffed cardboard boxes,
household appliances and bulging black,

plastic bags, Kruckeberg had to create
order. He directed volunteers as they
unpacked, sorted, organized and distrib-
uted necessities to long lines of shocked
and weary West citizens. 

Tamburri took charge of creating a
makeshift dining hall with long tables of
food—much of it straight from the
kitchens of West neighbors and con-
cerned folks in nearby towns—for citi-
zens and volunteers alike. Tamburri was
amazed at how the West citizens, even
some who’d lost their homes, pitched
right in. “I love this town. Everyone’s so
nice and willing to help,” she says.

Kruckeberg and Tamburri landed in

the middle of a maelstrom, and with
skills learned in the Texas Conservation
Corps, they played a big role in calming
the waters. 

By April 23, the crowds of volunteers
were mostly gone, the warehouses were
clearing out, and the TxCC team could
take a breather before the next phase of
their work: finding long-term replace-
ment volunteers.

Modern-day CCC
The Texas Conservation Corps, a vol-
unteer service organization, is open to
youths and young adults ages 17 through
32, with programs open to high school-

When the West Fertilizer Company plant outside West, about 20 miles north of Waco,
exploded April 17, the damage extended across a 37-block area, including this home on
property adjacent to the plant, above. Within 48 hours, the Texas Conservation Corps
disaster response team was on the scene, where Heather Kouros, right, in gray, helped
manage American YouthWorks efforts from temporary headquarters.
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and college-aged participants.  Corps
members can volunteer for disaster-
response assignments, but more often
state and national parks hire them on a
fee-for-service basis to perform conser-
vation and trail-building work. Volun-
teers receive a stipend of about $900
monthly. For every year of service, up to
two years, they receive a college tuition
stipend of $5,550.

Chris Sheffield, program director,
explains that TxCC is a modern-day ver-
sion of the Civilian Conservation Corps
of the 1930s, which built state and
national parks around the country,
including Bastrop State Park. 

“These young men and women are
signing on to be a part of something bigger
than themselves, just like the CCC boys
did in the ’30s,” he says. “They’re gaining
life skills, job training, and furthering their

education, all while working for the public
good on conservation and disaster-
response projects across the region.”

Sheffield adds, “Just like it did for the
CCC boys, the work changes the Corps
members as much as the projects they
complete leave their mark on the land-
scape. That’s the beauty of it. 

“There are two great products that
come out of the program every year.
First, the conservation service projects
make a big impact. Most of the trails at
Bastrop State Park, for example, are open
right now thanks to work of these crew
members. [The trails were destroyed by
wildfires in 2011.] However, the biggest
product is the character building that
happens in this program. After this kind
of experience, you find a young person
who better understands herself or him-
self as well as the landscape they live in.

They’re good citizens who want to keep
contributing to their country.” 

Life-Changing Experience
Kruckeberg joined TxCC’s Disaster
Response Team after completing high
school in 2012 as valedictorian of his
class at American YouthWorks’ Service
Learning Academy in Austin, a charter
school for at-risk students, many of
whom have life challenges so daunting
that school often takes a back burner. 

Kruckeberg grew up on 170 acres out-
side Bastrop, where his family belongs to
Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative. “I grew
up in the woods and avoided the inside of
a classroom,” he says. As a result, he
received no credits for his unconven-
tional education. But he was accepted at
the Learning Academy, where classes
integrate service with education, and

Chris Sheffield, Texas Conservation
Corps program director, considers
the agency a modern-day version of
the Civilian Conservation Corps of
the 1930s.

A Network of Service and Job Traininng Opportunities
American YouthWorks, headquartered in Austin, is the umbrella agency for the Service Learning
Academy charter high school as well as a number of job-training and community-service pro-
grams, including the Texas Conservation Corp.

The Academy, with a student capacity of 180, is an open-enrollment school that admits Texas
residents between the ages of 16 and 21, with or without prior high school credits. Students may
choose among various skill areas: sustainable construction work with the Casa Verde Builders
program; computer refurbishment with the Media Corps program; or the youth track of the Texas
Conservation Corps, where Academy students engage in activities such as habitat restoration,
invasive plant species removal and trail building.

Parc Smith, American YouthWorks CEO, says the average Academy student starts the pro-
gram at age 18 with only 12 of 22 credits needed for high school graduation. Many are referred
from public schools for issues such as pregnancy, homelessness or family troubles that contribute
to low attendance. “Without other options, these kids stop going to school altogether,” Smith
says. “Young people have an incredible willingness to work hard and do high-quality work, but
they’ve rarely been asked to play that kind of significant role,” he adds. “I think we’re missing a
tremendous resource in our country right now, this incredible desire young people have to be of
significance and do something important. 

“At TxCC work sites, our students are camping in tents, cooking their own food and living as a
family,” Smith says. “Young people get great skills from this kind of intensive engagement.”

Smith points out that 60 percent of the workforce in the Department of the Interior will retire
in the next 10 years, taking with it the knowledge and ability for stonework, trail work, forestry
work and more. Young people, he says, aren’t coming out of school with those kinds of skills,
except at the Service Learning Academy.

“We are graduating young people who weren’t making it before,” says Smith. “They’re going
on to college and to jobs. They’ve done significant things, and that makes them better citizens. We
take at-risk youth, help them get a high school diploma and engage them in their community.
Rather than hopeless young people needing government assistance, you have people with the
skills and credentials to be productive citizens for the rest of their lives.”

Young adults between 17 and 32 with at least a high school diploma make up the ranks of the
full-time Texas Conservation Corps crews. These crews mix trail and habitat restoration work with
periodic disaster-response assignments. Volunteers in both youth and young adult TxCC pro-
grams are part of AmeriCorps, a network of volunteer service opportunities nationwide. 



Millions of people collect the American Eagle
Silver Dollar. In fact it’s been the country’s
most popular Silver Dollar for over two
decades. Try as they might, that makes it a
very hard “secret” to keep quiet. And right
now, many of those same people are lining
up to secure the new 2013 U.S. Eagle Silver
Dollars — placing their orders now to
ensure that they get America’s newest Silver
Dollar — in stunning Brilliant Uncirculated
condition — before millions of others beat
them to it.

America’s Newest
U.S. Eagle Silver Dollar

This is a newest release of one of the most
beautiful silver coins in the world. Today
you have the opportunity to secure these
massive, hefty one full Troy ounce U.S. 
Silver Dollars in stunning Brilliant Uncircu-
lated condition. These legal tender United
States Silver Dollars feature a nearly 100-
year-old design of Lady Liberty striding
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American Eagle Silver Dollar is government-
guaranteed for its 99.9% purity, authenticity,
and legal tender status.

A Coin Flip You Can’t
Afford to Lose

Why are we releasing the most popular
silver dollar in America for a remarkably
affordable price? We’re doing it to introduce
you to what hundreds of thousands of smart
collectors and satisfied customers have
known since 1984 — New York Mint is
the place to find the world’s finest coins.

Timing is Everything
Our advice? Keep this to yourself. Tear out
the page if you have to, because the more
people who know about this offer, the worse
it is for you. Demand for Silver Eagles in
recent years has shattered records. Experts
predict that 2013 Silver Eagles may break
them all over again. Supplies are limited and
there is a strict limit of 40 per household.
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Shouldn’t You?

Secure Your New 2013 Silver Eagles Now!



TexasCoopPower.com18 Texas Co-op Power July 2013

where students are able to thrive in the
nontraditional setting. There, students
learn skills from changing tires to camp
cooking to using a chain saw, all while per-
forming valuable community-improve-
ment projects and earning a high school
diploma.

“This alternative to the traditional
model of high school applies research
documenting the link between service
and motivation,” says Sheffield. “It
addresses both lack of job training and
education for at-risk youth and the lack
of skilled workers in the market.” 

Sheffield says he selects students
from the high school for TxCC’s program
based largely on motivation. “We aren’t
looking for experience but a certain atti-
tude, the ability to stick with something.” 

In his second year with American
YouthWorks, Kruckeberg volunteered to
join a TxCC crew headed to Joplin, Mis-
souri, to help with relief efforts after a
series of deadly tornadoes in 2010. It was
a big step for him. “Before that, I was no
good at reaching out to people. But being
thrust in that situation has really helped
me. I was with 10 people I barely knew.”
Now, he says, he enjoys getting to know
people and has a newfound sense of con-
fidence. “I also learned speaking skills,
and how to lead volunteers and make

sure they were safe and knew what to do.” 
Kruckeberg and Tamburri joined the

TxCC through different routes but for
similar reasons. Tamburri, who joined
TxCC when she was 27, grew up in inner-
city Houston. “I was finishing school as a
photographer and working as an assis-
tant,” she says. “But being in an office
made me crazy. So I went off on a three-
month camping trip, and when I came
back I found this posting for a job with
Texas Conservation Corps.” She signed
on and happily spent much of the next
year working in state and national parks. 

Before coming to West, Tamburri had
participated in disaster-relief efforts in
New York City after Hurricane Sandy in
February and in Baytown after Hurri-
cane Ike in 2008. She had never fully
experienced small-town culture and
being embraced by its citizens like she
did in West. “This has been such a posi-
tive experience. All the people of this
town are great. We had people who lost
everything or were injured from the
blast, and they were in there volunteer-
ing, handing out food to other people.
Some of them said, ‘We’re used to giving;
we’re not used to receiving.’ 

“I never lived in a small community,
and it was really inspiring,” says Tam-
burri. “This is a learning experience for

me. Everybody is so inviting and warm
and helpful. They just jump in and do
what needs to be done. You don’t have to
ask them.” 

For Tamburri, the TxCC experience
has been life changing. “I’m more proud
of the things I do these days and feel I
have a more meaningful place in the
world. My jobs before were just jobs.” 

When Kruckeberg completes his sec-
ond year with TxCC, he will attend
Stephen F. Austin State University in
Nacogdoches, where he received a schol-
arship. He plans to study forestry and
perhaps pursue a career in fire ecology.

“The Texas Conservation Corps is
probably one of the greatest things I’ve
been a part of, not only for the job skills,
but it showed me where I wanted to go,”
says Kruckeberg. “It gave me a sense of
fulfillment that makes every aspect of my
life better. Before, I was aimlessly doing
what I had to do to get by, and now I want
to go to college.” 

Melissa Gaskill is a frequent contributor.
Carol Moczygemba is Texas Co-op Power 

executive editor.

For details on enrollment opportunities with
American YouthWorks and the Texas Conserva-
tion Corps, go to americanyouthworks.org.

For more information about AmeriCorps, go
to my.americorps.org. 

After a recent morning training
class at the Hancock Park Golf
Course in Austin, American
YouthWorks students welcomed
a cookie break.

Will Kruckeberg, 20, helping with dona-
tions at West, also volunteered to join a
crew headed to Joplin, Missouri, to pro-
vide relief after a series of deadly torna-
does struck in 2010. The agency has given
him ‘a sense of fulfillment that makes
every aspect of my life better,’ he says.



Old Faithful and Marathon provide hot water dependably, year-after-year,
without a worry. But, one is owned by the government. Fortunately,
Marathons are available from electric utilities. So now you can have your
very own “Old Faithful” efficiently providing hot water for a lifetime.

Marathon Water Heaters are proudly made in the USA  •  For more information, visit www.marathonheaters.com
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 Safety never felt  so good™

A Safe Step Walk-In Tub offers independence to 
those seeking a safe and easy way to bathe right in 
the convenience and comfort of their own home. 

    Made in America, with more standard features than any 
other tub

    Dual hydro-massage therapy system- 10 water and 
16 air bubble jets, offering life-changing benefi ts

    Built-in support bar and the industry’s leading low step-in

    The highest quality tub complete with a lifetime warranty

     Top-of-the-line installation and service included

You won’t fi nd a better walk-in tub, with all these features 
and more, included with a lifetime warranty at a low 

affordable price. Call now!

$750 OFF
when you mention this ad

for a limited time only

Call Toll-Free 1-888-960-5404

Safe Step Tubs have 
received the Ease-of-Use 
Commendation from the 

Arthritis Foundation

M
AD

E IN THE U.S.A.

WITH PRIDE

Financing available 
with approved credit

LIFETIME
LIMITED WARRANTY

www.SafeStepTub.com

For your FREE information kit and DVD, and our Senior Discounts, 

Call Today Toll-Free1-888-960-5404 
www.SafeStepTub.com
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Electric Notes

CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

Invest in Efficiency
If you’re remodeling your kitchen or undergoing another home-improvement
project, take the opportunity to make your home more energy efficient.

Energy improvements aren’t inexpensive, but they pay off in a big way. First, they
can lower your cooling bill during the summer and your heating bill when it’s cold
outside. Second, energy-efficient products make your home feel more comfortable.
And third, they add value to your home when you’re ready to sell it. 

Here are five worthwhile energy-saving home improvements:
1. OUTDOOR WINDOW SHADES. Shade screens and awnings keep the sun from

beaming directly through your home’s windows and into its air-conditioned rooms.
Place them on south-facing windows to reduce solar heat gain by up to 65 percent and
on west-facing panes to save 77 percent, estimates the U.S. Department of Energy.

2. WHOLE-HOUSE FAN. Installed in your attic, this enormous fan pulls cool air in
through open windows around the house and then forces hot air out through attic
vents. Open windows on opposite sides of the house when you run the fan, and you’ll
enjoy a cool cross breeze as your home airs out. The DOE says a house fan can cut
your air-conditioning bill by up to 5 percent. 

3. ATTIC INSULATION. Even if your attic has plenty of insulation, it’s likely it has
shifted over the years. Insulation is effective only when it touches the surface it’s
supposed to cover. If it droops or falls, it’s not doing you any good. Reattach the insu-
lation and add more in places where the original application has thinned out.

4. ENERGY-EFFICIENT AIR CONDITIONER. The older yours is, the harder it’s working
to keep your home cool. Newer models are designed to cool your home more effi-
ciently. In fact, you can save up to 10 percent on cooling bills if you replace an ineffi-
cient air-conditioning system with a model approved by Energy Star. 

5. SEALED DUCTWORK. The ductwork attached to the air-conditioning system in
most homes leaks. Next time you have a technician in to do routine maintenance,
have those ducts inspected and sealed. You can knock up to 25 percent from your
cooling costs if you do. Note that sealing ductwork is different from cleaning it. 
Sealing—with the right materials—is the key to energy savings.

If your attic insultation has seen better days, replacing or adding to it will help reduce summer
and winter energy bills.
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It’s a no-brainer that buying fresh fruit,
produce, milk and meat from local
farmers helps the community’s econ-
omy. It’s also an energy saver.

When you patronize local farmers
markets and produce stands, you forego
the food sold in grocery stores, which
ship in much of their fare from out of
town. The more traveling your bananas,
bread and beef have to do before you
buy them, the more greenhouse emis-
sions they contribute to the environment.

In fact, some estimate that between 
5 and 20 percent of the energy spent in
the production of food is for transport-
ing it—sometimes as much as 1,500
miles from where it was grown—to your
local grocer.

So do yourself a favor by enjoying
fresh, flavorful, locally grown food. Do
your neighbors a good turn by buying
from the food producers in your own
community, or at least those who grow
within a 100-mile radius. And do your
small part for the environment by choos-
ing your chow from the many locals who
can deliver it to you with a far smaller
carbon footprint than stores that import
it from far away.

Eat Locally,

Save Energy

Buying local produce is healthier for you
and the environment.
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When the weather gets hot, we head outdoors for sun and fun. Keep in mind
some tips from the Electrical Safety Foundation International to make sure
everyone has a safe summer.

Water and Electricity Don’t Mix
Summer is the season for swimming and boating, and awareness of electrical hazards
around water can prevent deaths and injuries. Water and electricity don’t mix.

a Sailboats often have masts of 30 feet or more, which are dangerous when they
come into contact with overhead power lines. Stay at least 10 feet away from over-
head lines. 

aUse covers on out-
door power outlets,
especially near swim-
ming pools. Keep cords
and electrical devices
away from the water,
and never handle elec-
trical items before
you’ve dried off.

aUse a ground-fault
circuit interrupter to
help prevent electrocu-
tions and electrical
shock injuries. These
devices interrupt the
flow of power when
they sense a surge. 

Lightning and Storms
Lightning strikes are
fatal in 10 percent of
victims, and 70 percent suffer serious long-term effects, according to the National
Weather Service. If you hear thunder, take cover.

a If weather conditions indicate a storm, stay inside—away from doors and win-
dows—or seek shelter in a low-lying area away from trees and any metal, including
sheds, clotheslines, poles and fences. If you’re near water, stay as far away as possible.

a If you’re in a group, spread out—don’t stand close together.
aUnplug electronics before the storm arrives, and don’t use corded phones. 
a Avoid plumbing—sinks, bathtubs, faucets.
aDon’t forget about your pets. Doghouses are not safe from lightning, and

chained animals are easy targets.

Working with Large Appliances
If your air conditioner goes out, keep a few things in mind before you start poking
around. Large appliances, such as air conditioners, are responsible for almost 20 per-
cent of consumer-product electrocutions each year. 

aUnderstand your electrical system—know which fuse or circuit breaker controls
each switch, light and outlet.

aMake sure circuits are turned off before starting work and take measures to
ensure that they’re not turned back on while working.

aUse a circuit tester—always test before you touch.
Source: SafeElectricity.org

Summer Safety Tips

Whether you’re clearing out your gut-
ters, washing a second-story window or
changing a light in a vaulted ceiling, a
ladder is an invaluable tool. But used
improperly, a ladder can cause an injury
or even lead to death.

Even if you think climbing a ladder is
a no-brainer, check out this safety infor-
mation from the Consumer Product
Safety Commission before you step on
the first rung.
a Whether it’s a 5-foot stepladder or a

40-foot extension ladder, always
choose the correct ladder for the job.
That’s one that extends at least 3 feet
over the roofline or working surface.

a When working outdoors, don’t use a
metal ladder near power lines or elec-
trical equipment. Whatever it’s made
of, no ladder should ever come within
10 feet of an electric wire. Look up
before you set a ladder up to make
sure you are not near power lines.

a If you must place a ladder on uneven
or soft ground, use leg levelers, which
are devices you can buy at a hard-
ware or home-improvement store.

a Make sure the ladder can support
both your weight and the load you
are putting on it by checking its 
maximum load rating.

a Have a helper hold the bottom of the
ladder.

a When you’re done with the ladder,
put it away immediately. Never leave
a raised ladder unattended.

Climb Safely
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Keep little swimmers safe by keeping anything electrical far away.

IS
TO

CK
PH

O
TO



22 Texas Co-op Power July 2013

Texas USA

Long before there was a Superman,
the man of steel, faster than a speeding
bullet and endowed with X-ray vision,
there was a legend of the boy with X-ray
eyes. Superman hailed from the fictional
planet of Krypton. The boy with X-ray
eyes was from Uvalde.

On a dark night in the late 1890s, a
stockman named Joel C. Fenley walked
for a spell through a pasture with his son,
Guy, who was around 9. Staring at the
ground, the boy said: Look at that stream
of water.

Joel Fenley was confused. There was
no water in the pasture. Guy told his father
the water was in the ground. He said he
could see a flowing stream underneath the
soil and rock, about 200 feet down. 

The elder Fenley decided to sink a
well in the spot where Guy claimed there
was a subterranean stream. At 187 feet,
some accounts of the story say, Fenley
tapped an abundant water source.

News of Guy’s successful prediction
spread, but it seemed far-fetched. Folks
were skeptical. In 1900, a Uvalde rancher
named Thomas Devine paid the Fenleys
a visit. He had spent thousands of dollars
trying to locate a water source on his
property, to no avail. He remembered the
old rumor about Guy and asked Joel Fen-
ley for help.

Devine took Guy out to his ranch one
evening and let him look around. After
two hours of walking, Guy spotted a large
subterranean stream running in a south-
easterly direction. Devine marked the
spot, but the boy wasn’t finished. Guy fol-
lowed the underground stream for more

than a mile with Devine in tow, making
more marks along the way. Every mark
where Devine sunk a well yielded a plen-
tiful water source. 

News of Guy Fenley’s “vision” once
again began to spread, but this time folks
put more stock in it. He was offered $500
to locate a well on the F.K. Moore ranch
in Edwards County and did so, but he
refused compensation. 

When Wigfall Van Sickle, a state rep-
resentative from Alpine, complained to
fellow legislator John Nance Garner of
water problems on his Big Bend ranch
near the Glass Mountains, Garner, the
future vice president of the United States
who was from Uvalde, recommended
Guy Fenley. When Van Sickle invited Guy
out to his ranch, Guy walked the property
at night and put Van Sickle onto two
water sources but, again, accepted no
remuneration. 

In no time—at age 14—Guy was an
international celebrity. His nocturnal
water-detecting feats were reported in
newspapers around the country, from
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer to the
Illustrated Buffalo Express, and as far
away as The Bruce Herald in New
Zealand. Joel Fenley began receiving
hundreds of letters from all over the
country from folks soliciting Guy’s help.
Guy continued to find water sources in
South and West Texas, still refusing pay-
ment, and soon the oil industry came
calling.

In a short report on December 14,
1901, The New York Times announced
that “The Boy With X-Ray Eyes” had

Guy Fenley had an uncanny
ability to find water deep under
arid ranchland around Uvalde 

BY E.R. BILLS

The Incredible Boy 
With X-ray Eyes

H

TexasCoopPower.com



located a gusher in Beaumont and drasti-
cally expanded the boundaries of an
existing oil field. Guy could see water and
oil—as far down as 1,200 feet, according
to Times—and the oil companies were
suddenly knocking nonstop at his door. 

And then Guy disappeared from the
headlines. Over the years, it was rumored
that Guy still located water now and
again for friends and relatives, but these
stories were never substantiated. 

By this time Guy had married, taken
up ranching in Zavala County and worked
as a county clerk. He led a quiet life and
kept things that way until he passed away
in 1968, just shy of his 80th birthday.

British physicist Sir William Barrett
and author Theodore Besterman pub-
lished The Divining Rod: An Experimen-
tal and Psychological Investigation 1926
that included an account of Guy’s abili-
ties. In it, Van Sickle verified Guy’s
uncanny faculty and described him as “a
modest, handsome blue-eyed boy,” little
different than other boys his age, and
noted that he was unable to explain the
“wonderful power” and the “extra sense”
that Guy seemed to possess.

In March of 2011, the Terrell County
Memorial Museum News published a
small piece on Guy, and editor Bill Smith
received an unexpected call from Daune
Reinier. Her great-grandfather was one
of Guy’s brothers.

Reinier had stumbled across the
museum site while researching her fam-
ily name. She had heard stories about
Guy from her grandmother, Florence
Fenley, and in February she shared some
of the sad details behind the legend and
what apparently ended Guy’s water-
detecting capacities.

Reinier confirmed family stories that
stated Guy never accepted payment for the
gifts his vision afforded him but said that,
at some point, his father, Joel, had begun
accepting fees unbeknownst to the boy.
When Guy found out, there was a terrific
row—and Guy was never able to divine
underground water or oil sources again.

E.R. Bills is a writer from Aledo.

TexasCoopPower.com
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According to a 1901 New York Times
article, Guy could see water and oil—as
far down as 1,200 feet.
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Observations

In O. Henry’s short story “The Ransom
of Red Chief,” two hapless crooks pay
dearly for kidnapping the 10-year-old,
redheaded boy who brings terror to their
hideout cave.

Proclaiming he’s never had so much
fun, the self-anointed “Red Chief ”
announces that kidnapper Sam will be
burned at the stake at dawn. That threat
doesn’t pan out, but another almost does
when kidnapper Bill awakens at day-
break with the boy earnestly trying to
take his scalp.

As described, the kidnappers’ scheme
came “during a moment of temporary
mental apparition.” Which brings me to
the unpredictable redhead in my life, a 10-
month-old chocolate Labrador retriever
named Remy capable of holding the whole
house hostage. I suspect some of my long-
time acquaintances who know all about
my first two Labs, Cody and Carson, think
I’m crazy for now raising a third.

I’m not doing so alone. At our South
Austin home, my partner and I wrangle a
herd of two cats, Shadow and Malachi;
and two dogs, Dashiell and Remy, a gift
from friends who have her brother Harry,
a handsome blond.

Remy, at first blush, looks like the angel
that she often is. Her caramel-colored
eyes accentuate the frizzy, strawberry-
blond hair on her head and ears that prac-
tically appeared overnight, as if she’d
stolen away to a beauty salon for high-
lights and a perm. Her chocolate-brown
coat, soft as cashmere, ripples in waves
across her back.

And she wears a perpetual, devilish

grin, bringing me to three key facts about
Labs: 1) If it’s not bolted down, they’ll tri-
umphantly gallop away with it; 2) regard-
less of what it is, they’ll eat it; and 3)
everything is hilariously fun.

Remy’s favorite game is carrying
objects (rocks, snails, sticks, Dashiell’s
food bowl) in and out of the house,
through the doggie door. Occasionally,
she gets a long, forked tree branch stuck
in the door, bringing all four-legged traf-
fic to a halt.

But that’s the calm before the storm. A
Labrador puppy is like a tropical depres-
sion in the Gulf, gaining strength before
slamming ashore as a full-blown hurri-
cane. To wit, Remy: chewed through my
laptop computer’s power cord ($43 to
replace); destroyed our telephone land-
line power jack ($99 to repair); and got
into a bottle of Carson’s arthritis pain-
relief tablets, earning her a 2 ½-day
emergency hospital stay ($1,300).

Cody, my first Lab, entered my life in
1997 as a shy, jet-black, 9-week-old
puppy. By the age of 18 months, he had
eaten dozens of socks, a windowsill and a
love seat.

One afternoon, I left him alone in the
house, outside his crate. I returned home
to a scene resembling a ticker-tape
parade: white paper fluttering in the air
and covering the living room floor and
Cody dancing in the hundreds of pages he
had ripped from books yanked off shelves.

One morning, I was jolted awake by a
horrific wrenching sound. Groggy from
working my night-shift newspaper job, I
stumbled outside to see Cody, all four

The Lab Who 
Ate the House
A story of gleeful mayhem,
unbridled destruction … and 
a bodacious love that knows 
no bounds

BY CAMILLE WHEELER



feet dug into the ground and a siding
board clamped in his jaws, tugging
mightily as the nails ripped free from the
house. Dog tired, I went back to bed. Hey,
with Labs, you choose your battles.

But with the same intensity that Cody
ate the house came his appetite for life.
Our favorite destination was Mary
Moore Searight Metropolitan Park in far
South Austin, where Cody discovered
trails and I followed. One day, Cody
appeared on a canyon cliff above me,
determined to leap into my arms.
“STAY!!!” I screamed, successfully,
understanding at that moment, with
every painful thump of my heart, that a
Labrador’s love knows no bounds.

When Cody was 2, and not yet
neutered, I met a couple seeking a stud
dog for their female black Lab. Cody met
everyone’s approval, and I got the pick of
the litter: Carson, a rock ’em, sock ’em
blond who treated his dad like a football
tackling dummy.

But Cody never growled when Carson
played too rough. Instead, he’d wrap his
front legs around Carson, wrestling him

down rope-a-dope style. I’d often see
Cody lying regally in the backyard, his
sleeping son snuggled against his chest.
And Carson followed Cody everywhere at
the park. Then came the day he outran
Cody for the first time, abruptly wheeling
around as if to ask, “Is this the right way?”

Old age hits like a hammer. In 2011,
the weekend before Thanksgiving, Cody,
a frail 14-year-old, fell gravely ill. We set
up ICU camp in the living room, holding
vigil. Carson, afraid, kept his distance.
Unable to find a mobile veterinarian, we
scheduled an appointment for Tuesday
and waited for the end.

On Monday, with Cody too weak to sit
up and not eating or drinking, Carson
suddenly walked over to his dad, laid
down inches from his muzzle and stared
straight into his eyes. They locked gazes
for maybe a full minute. Blinded by tears,
I felt sure Carson was saying goodbye.
But then I saw a light in Cody’s eyes. He
wolfed down a plate of food. He gulped
water. I canceled the vet appointment,
and two days later he was walking.

It was a precious gift of time. On May 3,

2012, Cody’s body had given out.
Moments before our mobile vet adminis-
tered the sedatives to put Cody to sleep,
Carson carefully cleaned his dad’s face.
After Cody had passed, Carson kissed
him one last time.

In O. Henry’s story, the kidnappers
pay $250 to the boy’s father to take him
back. When Remy’s got us all scrambling
for cover, barking at the cats because they
refuse to roughhouse, I question my san-
ity. But then Dashiell, a 12-pound
dynamo, takes charge, biting Remy’s
cheeks and pinning her down (to her
great delight). Order is restored.

Yet there’s an emptiness in the house.
Our beloved, big-hearted Carson passed
away on March 30. He would have turned
14 on September 13, the same day, coinci-
dentally, that Remy and Harry will turn 1.
The youngsters can have their birthday
cake and eat it, too, in honor of the boda-
cious Labs who have gone before.

Camille Wheeler is an Austin-based writer.

On TexasCoopPower.com 
Lab adoption 101.
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Remy, 70 pounds of in-your-face Labrador puppy love, 
has gotten in her licks around the house. The 
damage so far, including emergency veterinarian 
care, exceeds $1,440. But as Camille Wheeler will 
attest, the joy Remy brings adds up to one lump 
sum: priceless.
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Mail coupon today or order online at: www.LittletonCoin.com/specials

❐YES! Please send me my 3-Coin Collectors Set for ONLY $4.95 – regularly $21.00, plus FREE Shipping 
(limit 4 sets). Please also send my FREE Uncirculated 4-Coin Set of 2009 Lincoln Bicentennial Cents (one 
per customer, please).

✓

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, August 31, 2013
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Special Offer for New Customers Only

45-Day Money Back 
Guarantee of Satisfaction

Long vanished from circulation, you get 
all 3 of these scarce collector favorites in this
special set for ONLY $4.95 – a savings of 
OVER 70% OFF the regular price. Order by
deadline and you also get a FREE 4-coin set of
Uncirculated 2009 Lincoln bicentennial cents,
plus enjoy FREE Shipping to your home! 

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from
our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval Service,
from which you may purchase any or none of
the coins – return balance in 15 days – with
option to cancel at any time. Order your 3-Coin
Collectors Set now and SAVE!

1859-1909 Indian Head
Cent last minted over 
a century ago

1913-1938 Indian/
Buffalo Nickel with a 
uniquely American coin design

1883-1913 Liberty Head
“V” Nickel from the turn
of the 20th century

Own Three Scarce 
Collector Classics!

Get a 3-Coin Collectors Set PLUS a Lincoln Bicentennial Cent Set!

Method of payment: ❏ Check or Money Order payable to Littleton Coin Co.  
❏ VISA     ❏ MasterCard     ❏ American Express     ❏ Discover Network     

Card No. Exp. Date  ____ /____

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________Apt#________ 

City _____________________________________State_______ Zip____________

E-Mail _____________________________________________________________

Please print your complete name and address clearly

                         How Many Sets (limit 4):    ________ 

                      Total Cost at $4.95 per set: $_______

        Add Custom 20th Century Type Coin 
                  Display Folders and SAVE 28%
                       at $2.50 ea. (regularly $3.49) : $_______

                               Shipping & Handling: $_______

                                         Total Amount: $_______

Dept. 2WC428
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd
Littleton NH 03561-3737

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

Please send coupon to:

SAVE
OVER 70%!

FREE!
SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

Uncirculated 4-Coin Set 
of 2009 Cents with special
one-year bicentennial designs

FREE Gift!
when you order by deadline



Discover this spectacular 6½-carat green 
treasure from Mount St. Helens!

For almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when

the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St.
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From
that chaos, something beautiful emerged… our spectacular Helenite Necklace.

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic
rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant
green creation has captured the eye of jewelry
designers worldwide. Today you can wear this
massive 6½-carat stunner for only $149!

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite
Necklace puts the green stone center stage,
with a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver
finished in luxurious gold. The explosive
origins of the stone are echoed in the
flashes of light that radiate as the
piece swings gracefully from its
18" luxurious gold-finished
sterling silver chain. Today
the volcano sits quiet, but
this unique piece of
American natural history
continues to erupt with
gorgeous green fire.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home
the Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you
are not completely blown away by the rare beauty
of this exceptional stone, simply return the necklace
within 30 days for a full refund of your purchase price.

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices™

JEWELRY SPECS:

- 6 ½ ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain

Scan to view the 
gorgeous Helenite
Necklace in all its
radiant beauty.

Meet the Beauty
in the Beast

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL446-04, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.comStauer®

Helenite Necklace (6 ½ ctw).................Only $149 +S&P

Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) .....................$129 +S&P

Helenite Set $278....Call-in price only $149 +S&P
(Set includes necklace and earrings)

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.

1-800-859-1979
Promotional Code HEL446-04
Please mention this code when you call.

Rating of A+

Limited to the first 2200 orders 
from this ad only

“My wife received more
compliments on this stone

on the first day she wore it
than any other piece of jewelry

I’ve ever given her.”

- J. from Orlando, FL
Stauer Client

Necklace
enlarged to
show luxurious
color.

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Helenite Earrings
-a $129 value-

with purchase of 
Helenite Necklace
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Contact: Martin Bevins at (512) 486-6249  
Email: advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

PANHANDLE/
WEST TEXAS 
AUDIENCE

Circulation 87,000
Readership 217,500

85 Counties

We know that now, more than ever, it makes sense to 

target your audience with a trustworthy name—a name

like Texas Co-op Power, which creates more advertising

options for regional and local businesses like yours. 

Texas Co-op Power’s Panhandle/West Texas advertising

section targets homeowners living in rural, small-town

and suburban Texas. With a regional circulation of 87,000

and a readership of more than 217,500, Texas Co-op Power

delivers a huge audience that’s loyal and responsive. 

Be part of a statewide magazine—without the statewide

cost. Reach Panhandle/West Texas customers with Texas

Co-op Power. Call or email today.

If the Panhandle/West Texas Is 
Your Market, We’ve Got YouCovered.
If the Panhandle/West Texas Is 
Your Market, We’ve Got YouCovered.

Target customers close to home with the
new Panhandle/ West Texas advertising 
section of Texas Co-op Power.

GAS UP AND GO!GAS UP AND GO!
TexasCoopPower.com

Fairs, festivals, food and family fun! It’s all listed under the Events tab 

on our website. Pick your region. Pick your month. Pick your event. 

With hundreds of events throughout Texas listed every month, 

TexasCoopPower.com has something for everyone.

Where’s that
biscuit recipe?

Finding that lost recipe is easier than ever with
our website. You can locate all the recipes from
recent years in our online archive. 

Search For 
Recipes
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M A R K E T P L A C EM A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

40 x 50 x 10 =  $8,637.00
40 x 60 x 12 = $10,362.00
50 x 75 x 12 = $14,376.00
60 x 80 x 14 = $18,153.00

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $46,824.00
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE!

1-800-509-4949
www.accessiblebuildings.com

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.



HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!
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LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3- Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9- Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.LIMIT 3- Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567.  Cannot be used with other discount or 

coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

FREE!FREE!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 
65162), open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

ANY SINGLE ITEM!

2020%%
OFF!OFF!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 

quality tools at such ridiculously low prices? 

We buy direct from the factories who also 

supply other major brands and sell direct 

to you.  It’s just that simple!  Come see 

for yourself at one of our 400+ Stores 

Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon 

on one of our 7,000 products*, plus pick 

up a Free  6 Piece Screwdriver Set, a $4.99 

value . We stock Shop Equipment, Hand 

Tools, Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power 

Tools, Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 

Boxes, Generators, and much more.
•  Over 20 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
•  1 Year Competitor’s Low Price Guarantee
•  No Hassle Return Policy!
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!

•  Over 400 Stores Nationwide

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE!

FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU!

SAVE 
56%

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
63%

SAVE 
64%

SAVE 
$290

SAVE 
28%

SAVE 
33%

SAVE 
$60

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
44%

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 LOT NO. 67227 /
69567/60566

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $259 REG. 
PRICE 
$5.99

Item 67227 
shownRequires three 

AAA batteries 
(included).

Item  95275 
 shown

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  95275 /
60637/69486

REG. 
PRICE 

$79.99 $3999 

 $1199 
LOT NO.  96645 

 18 PIECE T-HANDLE 
BALL POINT AND HEX 

KEY WRENCH SET 

REG. 
PRICE 

$17.99

 RAPID PUMP® 
3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT NO.  68048 /69227

Item 
 68048  
shown

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$149 .99 

WEIGHS 
74 LBS.

SAVE 
$80

REG. 
PRICE 

$149.99 $8999 

LOT NO. 
 68887 /61207

 90 AMP FLUX 
WIRE WELDER 

NO GAS 
REQUIRED!

Item 
68887 
shown

p

NEW!NEW!

REG. PRICE $649 .99 

LOT NO.     68784/69387

Item 
68784 
shown

HIGH GLOSS FINISH!

 $35999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 
2900 LB. CAPACITY
WEIGHS 306 LBS.

 5 FT. 6" x 7 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 953/69136/ 
69248/69128/69210

REG. PRICE $3 .99 

 $199 

Item 953 
shown

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 
LOT NO. 42292  /

69594/69955

 $499 REG. 
PRICE 

$13 .99 

Item 42292 
shown

 36 LED SOLAR 
SECURITY LIGHT 

LOT NO.  98085 /
69644/69890/60498

 $1799 REG. 
PRICE 

$24 .99 

Includes 3.2V, 
600 mAh Li-ion 
battery pack.

Item 
 69644  
shown

 $999 
REG. PRICE $29 .99 

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

Includes three AA NiCd rechargeable 
batteries (one for each fi xture).

LOT NO.   95588/
69462  /60561

Item 
95588 
shown

SAVE 
66%

LOT NO. 
94141/69874

 $1999 
REG. PRICE $54 .99 

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

Item 
94141 
shown

REG. 
PRICE 

$49.99 $2499 

1/2" PROFESSIONAL 
VARIABLE SPEED REVERSIBLE 

HAMMER DRILL
LOT NO. 68169/67616/60495

Item 68169 
shown

Item 
  38119
shown  

 5 SPEED 
DRILL PRESS 

 $4999 REG. 
PRICE 

$89 .99 

LOT NO.   38119/44506  /60238

 $7999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

 1500 PSI 
PRESSURE WASHER 

LOT NO. 
 68333 /69488

Item 
 68333  
shown

NEW!

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or 
by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WITH ANY PURCHASE
Item   47770

shown  

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

ITEM 47770/61313

REG. PRICE $4.99
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FREE!

20%
OFF!

NEW!

NEW!
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FREE!

20%
OFF!

NEW!

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or 
coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 11/1/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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COUPON!
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COUPON!

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SUPER
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SAVE 
$90

 800 RATED WATTS/
900 MAX. WATTS 

PORTABLE 
GENERATOR 

LOT NO.  66619 /
60338/69381

 $8999 REG. 
PRICE 

$179.99

Item  69381  
shown

™

NEW!NEW!
Item 

66418 
shown

SAVE 
64%

 $499 
REG. PRICE $13 .99 

 MULTI-USE 
TRANSFER PUMP 

LOT NO.  66418 /61364

SAVE 
60%

$799 REG. 
PRICE 

$19 .99 

 3 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED 

HIGH SPEED STEEL 
STEP DRILLS 

LOT NO. 91616/
69087/60379

Item 91616 
shown

REG. PRICE $44.99

 $2799 

LOT NO. 
5107/60390

16" x 30" STEEL 
SERVICE CART

Item 5107 
shown

220  LB. 
CAPACITY 

SAVE 
37%

 1500 WATT 
DUAL TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 

(572°/1112°) 

LOT NO. 
96289

 $799 
REG. PRICE 

$25 .99 

SAVE 
69%

4" x 36" BELT/
6" DISC SANDER  

 $5499 

LOT NO. 
97181/93981

REG. 
PRICE 

$99 .99 

SAVE 
$45

Item 97181
shown

SAVE 
45%

 $1899 
REG. PRICE $34 .99 

 3/8" x 14 FT. GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

 Not for
overhead lifting. LOT NO.  

97711 /60658

Item  97711  
shown

SAVE 
60%

 AUTOMATIC WRIST 
BLOOD PRESSURE 

MONITOR 

REG. 
PRICE 

$34 .99  $1399 

LOT NO.  67212 

 Requires two 
AAA batteries 

(sold separately). 

SUPER
 

COUPON!

SAVE 
66%

 $999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 

LOT NO. 67455/
69626/69925/96933

Item 
67455 
shown

SAVE 
40%

14" ELECTRIC 
CHAIN SAW

REG. 
PRICE 

$74 .99  $4499 

LOT NO. 
 67255 

 $529 REG. 
PRICE 

$12 .99 

 12 VOLT, 250 PSI
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO. 
 4077 

SAVE 
59%

 6" DIGITAL CALIPER 

 Includes two 
1.5V button cell 

batteries. 

REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99  $999 
SAVE 
66%

LOT NO. 47257/61230

SAVE 
60%

 $599 REG. 
PRICE 

$14 .99 

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH 

SETS 

SAE
LOT NO. 42304/69043

METRIC
LOT NO. 42305/69044

Item 42304 
shown

YOUR 
CHOICE!

 45 WATT 
SOLAR PANEL 

KIT 
LOT NO. 

68751/90599
Item 

  68751
shown  

REG. 
PRICE 

$249 .99  $13999 

SAVE 
$110

SUPER
 

COUPON!
SAVE 
$40

RETRACTABLE 
AIR/WATER 

HOSE REEL WITH 
3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE

LOT NO. 
 93897/69265 

 $5999 REG. 
PRICE 

$99 .99 

Item 
93897 
shown

Item 
47257 
shown

STORE 
LOCATIONS

Dallas
Denton

San Antonio
South Arlington

El Paso West 
Houston-Federal

Lufkin
Pearland

hft_texascoop_0713_spread_M-REG19169.indd   2-3 5/6/13   12:58:25 PM
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Hunting Rights...
The Other Cash Crop

BaseCampLeasing.com
866-309-1507

 No Money Down  Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FAX: 1-866-582-1400

1-800-582-BARN(2276) 

“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!
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ggg“Building Solutions”
...with integrity!

Full Service Post-Frame Design & Construction Since 1992
Serving 27 States and Over 10,000 Customers

E-mail: sales@nationalbarn.com

      
DUCTLESS A/C HP SYSTEMS 

• Eliminate those noisy inefficient window units! 
• Replace that old dirty central A/C system! 
• Energy efficient up to 20+ SEER 
• Save up to 30% or more on your electric bill 
• Improved Air Quality/Extremely Quiet 
• Cools and Heats – No Furnace Required 
• Affordable / Financing Available (w.a.c.) 

 
 

         Call Toll Free 800-228-1265 

           www.atlanticservice.com 
 

       6525 Baker Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76118 

Discover what the rest of the world has known  
for years; all the advantages of ductless split 
systems. Call us today for a free estimate. 

Steel shops, agriculture barns, RV buildings, 
airplane hangars, barndominium homes. 

Erection included. Concrete slabs available.

Instant Quotes Online: www.wdmb.com

W.D. Metal Buildings

Peanuts have more energy-boosting 
protein than any nut.

Texas Peanut
Producers Board

SM

TexasPeanutBoard.com
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Roosevelt’s Rough Riders When the Spanish-
American War began in 1898, Theodore Roosevelt set out to recruit and train
the 1st U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, later christened the “Rough Riders,”
a force with which he planned to conquer the Spanish army in Cuba. 

BY MARTHA DEERINGER

Already annoyed by Spain’s colonial
empire just off American shores, U.S. cit-
izens were outraged by the hunger, dis-
ease and rumored atrocities visited upon
the oppressed Cuban population under
Spanish rule.

When the USS Maine battleship
exploded in Havana Harbor under mys-
terious circumstances, Congress voted to
go to war. Roosevelt resigned his position
as assistant secretary of the Navy and
called for recruits to fight in Cuba. He
was deluged with applications. 

Born in New York City, the second
child of wealthy importer and philan-
thropist Theodore Roosevelt Sr., young
Theodore entered politics after gradua-
tion from Harvard. In his book, The Boys
of ’98: Theodore Roosevelt and the
Rough Riders (Forge Books, 1999), Dale
L. Walker suggests that Roosevelt’s pas-
sion for war stemmed from embarrass-
ment that his own father had avoided
service in the Civil War by hiring some-
one to take his place. 

Whatever his motivation, the younger
Roosevelt had an inexhaustible supply of
nervous energy and charged through life
at the pace of a stampeding steed. 
Roosevelt had always loved the outdoors
and admired the toughness of the cow-
boys who accompanied him on buffalo
and javelina hunts. Their relentless teas-
ing (the cowboys called him four-eyes
because of his wire-rimmed glasses and
poked fun at his Harvard language when
he shouted, “Hasten forward quickly
there”) only made him more determined
to outride and outshoot these hard-
twisted men. 

The war raged for 113 days in the
spring and summer of 1898. Twenty-
three thousand men responded to the
call for a volunteer cavalry, among them

cowboys, Native Americans, Ivy League
athletes, heirs of Crockett and Tiffany,
and New York policemen. “They must be
as utterly reckless a set of desperados as
ever sat in the saddle,” Roosevelt
declared, and he chose with great care.
An alarming number of inappropriate
volunteers were diplomatically weeded
out, including Buffalo Bill Cody, prize-
fighters James J. Corbett and Bob
Fitzsimmons, Frank James, brother of
Jesse James, and 600 Sioux Indians. 

“We drew a great many recruits from
Texas; and from nowhere did we get a
higher average,” Roosevelt said, “for
many of them had served in that famous
body of frontier fighters, the Texas
Rangers. Of course, these rangers needed
no teaching. They were already trained to
obey and to take responsibility.”

Volunteers from Arizona, New Mex-
ico and Indian Territory joined the Tex-
ans near San Antonio at Camp Wood.
Now called Roosevelt Park and located
just off Interstate 10 near central San
Antonio, the camp was a flat, grassy plain
decorated with hoofprints and wedge-
shaped tents set up beside a grove of cot-
tonwood trees. Here, Roosevelt would
shape the motley crew of ragtag recruits
into an unstoppable fighting force.

Daily training began at 5:30 a.m. Roll
call, stable call and breakfast preceded
morning mounted drills during which
close to 1,200 troops thundered across
the plains in ragged formation, nearly
obscured by clouds of dust. After supper,
taps sounded, and a silent exodus began
in the darkness as a fair number of the
Rough Riders (a name given to the group
by admiring newspaper reporters) crept
away to the saloons of San Antonio. 

On May 29, 1898, the Rough Riders
traveled by train to Tampa, Florida.

Their leader declared that they were so
well prepared they could “whip Caesar’s
Tenth Legion,” but then it was
announced that only the horses of senior
officers—and about half of the Rough
Riders—would be put aboard the trans-
port ships because of lack of space. 

Roosevelt’s favorite horse, Little
Texas, led the charge in Cuba during the
Battle of San Juan Hill, but the Rough
Riders followed on foot and took heavy
casualties. About 25 percent of the regi-
ment fell. 

When word of the courageous charge
reached U.S. shores and Spain was cast
out of Cuba, Roosevelt became a popular
hero whose political career charged
ahead as well. “Roosevelt is an entertain-
ing performer and a man to watch,” the
Boston Globe reported, “but it would
never do to permit such a man to get into
the presidency. He would produce
national insomnia.” 

The words were prophetic. As presi-
dent, Roosevelt would lead the United
States more actively into world affairs
guided by his favorite proverb, “Speak
softly and carry a big stick.”

Martha Deeringer is a regular contributor.

Theodore Roosevelt,
in suspenders, and

the Rough Riders
atop San Juan Hill
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Toll Free 1-888-320-7466

F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com
W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design.

Farm•Industrial •Commercial

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

(Local codes may affect prices)

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$33,992 

25  YEAR  COLOR  WARRANTY

Based In 
Texas

30’ x 50 x 10’...............$8,390

40’ x 60’ x 12’..............$11,799

50’ x 75’ x 14’..............$17,606

60’ x 100’ x 12’............$22,995

80’ x 100’ x 14’............$31,549

100’ x 150’ x 14’..........$55,949
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mortonbuildings.com
800-447-7436
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©2013 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at http://mortonbuildings.com/licenses 
Reference Code 537

The National Grass of Texas

w w w . T U R F F A L O . c o mw w w . T U R F F A L O . c o m

or 800-872-0522

Bred in Texas to help save one of our most precious resources - water! Order from your 
nursery or direct from Turffalo online. Your lawn will be shipped to you in plugs that are 
easy to install at one per square foot. Then get ready for a green lawn - in sun or in shade!



Flipping over Burgers Perhaps no summer fare is as popular as a
hamburger grilled outdoors. If you take an evening stroll around just about any neighbor-
hood in just about any city in the country, your nose will likely confirm this supposition.

Although simple burgers are just fine, the sandwich has evolved well beyond a patty of
ground beef. There are countless ways to jazz up a hamburger, and a recent cookbook
delivers some delicious variations.

Wicked Good Burgers [Fair Winds Press, 2013], written by Andy Husbands, Chris 
Hart and Andrea Pyenson, features recipes for burgers inspired by regional and global
cuisines—including Central Texas barbecue. And there are many recipes for unique top-
pings and sides that will enhance your burger feast.

These Texas-style burgers are a bit of work for the chef, but the resulting compliments will be worth it. They
even elicited an enthusiastic response from my 10-year-old nephew Kris, a picky eater who devoured every bite of
this hearty half-pound sandwich. KEVIN HARGIS
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Hill Country Brisket Burgers*

   1 ½   pounds beef brisket flat, trimmed
   1 ½   pounds beef brisket point, trimmed
     6   tablespoons Basic BBQ Rub (recipe follows)
      1   cup Pit Sauce (recipe follows)
    12   slices sandwich bread
           Garlic Butter (recipe follows)
      1   batch Quick-Pickled Onions (recipe follows)

›            If you have a meat grinder, grind the brisket pieces using
a coarse plate or ask a butcher to do it for you. Shape
meat into six square-shaped patties, slightly larger than
the bread and slightly thicker around the edges than in
the center. Don’t overwork the meat or pack it too
tightly. Sprinkle the side of each patty with ½ table-
spoon of Basic BBQ Rub.

›            Clean grill grate thoroughly. Build a charcoal fire on one
side of a kettle-style grill. When coals have burned down
and are covered with a layer of white ash, grill each patty
over direct heat, about 2 minutes per side, uncovered.
Carefully move patties to the cool side of the grill, baste
generously with Pit Sauce and cover the grill. Allow to
cook 2 to 3 minutes more for rare or up to 4 to 5 minutes
more for medium. Remove burgers from the grill and
allow to rest on a platter, loosely tented with foil.

›            Lay the bread slices on the grill just long enough to get a
light char, about a minute or so. Using tongs, turn the
bread over and char the other side. Remove and brush a
side of each slice with softened Garlic Butter.

›            Place a patty on one buttered piece of toast, heap gener-
ously with Quick-Pickled Onions, and lay another piece
of toast on top. Repeat for remaining burgers. Serve with
lots of napkins.
Servings: 6. Serving size: 1 burger. Per serving: 515 calories, 55.1 g pro-
tein, 11.4 g fat, 41.7 g carbohydrates, 3.2 g dietary fiber, 2,830 mg
sodium, 10.2 g sugars, 152 mg cholesterol

* This recipe was tested with one 3-pound piece of flat brisket
and Texas toast-style bread. Adjust cooking times to suit your
grilling situation.

Basic BBQ Rub

      2   tablespoons kosher salt
      2   tablespoons paprika
      1   tablespoon black pepper
      1   tablespoon chili powder
      1   teaspoon garlic powder
      1   teaspoon onion powder

›            Combine all ingredients in a small bowl and mix well.
Store remainder in an airtight container.
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Hill Country Brisket Burger

Recipes



Pit Sauce

      2   cups ketchup
     ½   cup Worcestershire sauce
     ½    cup cider vinegar
      2   tablespoons Basic BBQ Rub (see previous page)
      1   tablespoon chipotle hot sauce
      1   clove garlic, minced

›            Combine all ingredients in a saucepan along with ¼ cup
water. Simmer gently, whisking occasionally, for 30 min-
utes. Refrigerate unused portion for future barbecues.

Garlic Butter

     ½   cup unsalted butter
      2   cloves garlic, minced
      1   tablespoon minced parsley
      1   teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
      1   teaspoon finely chopped lemon zest
           Pinch kosher salt
           Pinch black pepper

›            In a medium-sized bowl, mix the ingredients thoroughly
with a rubber spatula. Cover and refrigerate. Bring to
room temperature before using.

Quick-Pickled Onions

      1   medium onion, sliced very thin
      1   teaspoon coriander seeds
     ½   teaspoon cumin seeds
     ¼   teaspoon red pepper flakes
     ¼   cup cider vinegar
      1   tablespoon sugar
           Pinch kosher salt

›            Place the onion slices in a medium nonreactive mixing
bowl. Toast the coriander and cumin seeds and grind.
Add the ground seeds and red pepper flakes to onion
and toss to combine.

›            In a small saucepan over medium heat, bring the vinegar
and 2 tablespoons of water to a boil. Add the sugar and
stir until dissolved. Remove from heat and pour over
onion. Mix well and season with a generous pinch of
salt. Let cool to room temperature.
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SARA THRASH | WISE EC
Texas can lay claim to being the birthplace of some of the

nation’s niftiest culinary inventions: fajitas, corn dogs,

nachos and the frozen margarita machine. But perhaps the

best of all has been traced to the East Texas town of Athens,
which is dubbed the “Original Home of the Hamburger,” and

which sponsored this month’s contest, Your Best Burger.

We received recipes for all manner of patties on a bun.

The tastiest was not made with beef. The combination of

tangy fried tomatoes, crisp bacon, creamy guacamole and

lean venison made this recipe a hard one to top.

Venison Burgers with Bacon, Guacamole
and Fried Green Tomatoes

   1 ½   pounds ground venison
           Salt, pepper and garlic powder
      3   medium-sized firm green tomatoes, 
           cut into ¼-inch slices
      2   avocados
      1   small ripe tomato, chopped
     ½   of a small red onion, finely chopped
      1   large jalapeño pepper, chopped but not seeded
     ½   cup loosely packed cilantro, chopped
      2   large garlic cloves, chopped
           Juice from 2 limes
     ½   cup buttermilk
     ½   cup all-purpose flour
     ½    cup cornmeal
      2   cups vegetable oil
     4   good quality hamburger buns
     ¼   cup garlic-herb mayonnaise
     4    slices pepper jack cheese
      1   small sweet onion, sliced thin
      2   lettuce leaves, washed and torn
      1    pound bacon, cut in half crossways and cooked

›            Break up venison and season generously with salt,
pepper and garlic powder. Form 4 patties, making
them thinner in the middle than on the edges.
Cover patties and allow them to rest.

›            In the meantime, lay the sliced green tomatoes in a
shallow baking dish lined with paper towels. Sprin-
kle them with salt to pull out the moisture. Let
them sit for about 30 minutes, turning them mid-
way through.

›            As tomatoes are resting, remove the skins and pits
from the avocados and mash. Add the chopped
tomato, red onion, jalapeño, cilantro, garlic and
lime juice. Cover and chill until ready to use.

›            Grill the venison patties until they reach the
desired level of doneness. Put on clean platter and
keep warm.

›            Pour the buttermilk into a shallow dish. In a
medium-sized bowl, combine the flour, cornmeal,

TexasCoopPower.com

November’s recipe contest topic is Great Tex-Mex. The cheese. The
sauce. The tortillas. What makes a great Tex-Mex dish? Send us your
family favorites. The deadline is July 10.

There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com (under the Submit and Share tab); 
MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your name, 
address and phone number, plus your co-op. Also, let us know where you found the recipe or if you
created it yourself. The winner gets $100.

$100 Recipe Contest
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Inside-Out Burgers

   1⅓   pounds ground sirloin (90/10)
      1   tablespoon garlic puree (or powder)
   1½   tablespoons dry ranch dressing mix
      1   tablespoon black pepper

     ½   cup finely shredded cheddar
     ½   cup finely shredded mozzarella
      1   can (4 ounces) mushrooms
     ¼   cup finely chopped onion

›            Mix meat, garlic, dressing mix and pepper, and divide
into 8 equal-sized balls.

›            In a separate bowl, mix the remaining ingredients
together to form a stuffing. Flatten 4 of the meat balls
into thin patties and center a quarter of the stuffing on
each. Flatten the remaining 4 balls into patties and place
them atop the first 4 to cover filling. Seal the edges
together with your fingers. 

›            Grill or fry the patties until cooked (about 6 minutes per
side on medium heat).

›            Serve on your favorite buns with fixings and spreads of
your choice.
Servings: 4. Serving size: 1 sandwich. Per serving: 509 calories, 42.8 g
protein, 21.9 g fat, 28.7 g carbohydrates, 1.8 g dietary fiber, 712 mg
sodium, 5.4 g sugars, 120 mg cholesterol

TARSA STEAGALL | UNITED COOPERATIVE SERVICES

pepper, garlic powder and salt. 
›            Dip the tomato slices into the buttermilk, then

dredge them in the seasoned flour-cornmeal mix-
ture. Set aside on a large platter. 

›            In a large skillet, heat the oil over medium-high
heat to about 375 degrees. Deep-fry the tomatoes in
batches (being careful not to crowd them in the
pan) until golden brown. Transfer to a paper towel-
lined rack and let the excess oil drain off.

›            Spread each bun with 1 tablespoon of the mayon-
naise. Lay a slice of cheese on the bottom half of
each bun. Top with a burger, a slice of sweet onion,
some lettuce and bacon. Top with a spoonful of gua-
camole and some of the fried green tomatoes.
Servings: 4. Serving size: 1 sandwich. Per serving: 855 calories, 
58 g protein, 35 g fat, 71.9 g carbohydrates, 9.4 g dietary fiber, 859
mg sodium, 14.8 g sugars, 171 mg cholesterol

On TexasCoopPower.com 
You’ll find another delicious hamburger recipe that works great on the grill
or on the stovetop.

Texas pecans make 
cheesecake desserts 

even better.

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

T E X A S  P E C A N  B O A R D
Visit TexasPecans.org
for a list of Texas pecan retailers.

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com. Each entry MUST include your name, address and phone number, plus the name of your Texas electric 
cooperative, or it will be disqualified. Specify which category you are entering, Appetizer, Main Dish, Side Dish or Dessert, on each recipe. Send entries
to: Texas Co-op Power/Holiday Recipe Contest, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You can fax recipes to (512) 763-3401. Up to three entries
are allowed per co-op membership. Each should be submitted on a separate piece of paper if mailed or faxed. Mailed entries can all be in one envelope.
No email entries will be accepted. For official rules, visit TexasCoopPower.com. Entry deadline: August 10, 2013.

Can Texas pecans be a delicious part of your entire meal? 
Of COURSE, they peCAN!
Send us your best original Texas pecan recipes. (These are recipes you develop,
not ones copied from a friend or found in a book or magazine.) Show us how you
use Texas pecans to create dishes that cover every part of a meal. All recipes must
include pecans (Texas pecans are our favorite). Winners will be featured in our
December 2013 issue. Enter by August 10, 2013, at TexasCoopPower.com. Go to
TexasCoopPower.com for details and official rules.

9 T H  A N N U A L  H O L I D A Y  R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

$5,000 in Prizes!
5 Winners! $3,000 Grand Prizewinner!
$500 Best Appetizer Recipe. $500 Best Main Dish Recipe. 
$500 Best Side Dish Recipe. $500 Best Dessert Recipe.



TexasCoopPower.com38 Texas Co-op Power July 2013

®

LOW COST
Mobile Home Insurance

  
  
  

  
    

Start Saving
 

www.stdins.com
Call For A Custom Quote

8005220146

WOOWL
e HliboM

  
  
  

  
    

 

OW C
usne Imoe H

  
  
  

  
    

 

TS
ecnaru

  
  
  

  
    

 

  
  
  

  
    

 

elpmCo
iorepuS

e ohg tnidulcn(I
yay psaE

duedwoL

sequot
e&eerF

ind

  
  
  

  
    

 

egarraeovcete
eicvresrio

)sdrat Ciderf Cn ooitpe o
snalt pnemy

selibtcdu
e nilnoysae

  
  
  

  
    

 

  
  
  

  
    

 

169
s rrsenwwn

elleiboM
g 

in

225008
om Qstuor A Cl FlaC

dst.www

  
  
  

  
    

 

m

6140
euotom Q

oc.sin



TexasCoopPower.com

Focus on Texas

Vintage Yesterday is far from over when we hold in
our hands the relics of the past. An old photograph
might take us on a journey deep into France during
World War II, or a manual typewriter might remind us
of simpler times, when the world’s technology hadn’t
sped life up to a lightning pace. Take a look back
through time with our favorite vintage photos.

ASHLEY CLARY-CARPENTER

On TexasCoopPower.com 
Looking at great photos never gets old, does it? See more Vintage photos.

Upcoming Contests
September Issue: Portraits Deadline: July 10

October: Texas Landmarks    November: Courage

Send your photo for the September contest—along with your name, address, daytime phone, co-op affiliation
and a brief description—to Portraits, Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701, before July 10.
A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you want your entry returned (approximately six
weeks). Please do not submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We no longer accept entries
via email. Submit your highest-resolution digital images at TexasCoopPower.com/contests. We regret that Texas
Co-op Power cannot be responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline.

oMichael Tussy, Farmers EC, shared this photo, taken around 1915 of
Karl Hooten, his wife’s grandfather, filling up a water wagon to be used
for irrigation in the Cooper area. “Horsepower was measured different
back then,” he says.

o Fort Belknap EC’s Shanda Hope snapped this photo of a 1948 
Minneapolis-Moline U tractor, the next project for her grandfather, 
who enjoys rebuilding old tractors.

o  Liz Fesczenko, Guadalupe Valley EC, rescued this 1920s Underwood
typewriter from a San Antonio thrift store.

o Texas native William Greenlee (1918-2008) served in World War II in
the 3rd Army, 455th Battalion and is pictured here in 1944, possibly in
France. Daughter Janis Greenlee Hayes, South Plains EC, says he was
so close to the action that from his foxhole he saw bombs drop through
bombers’ bay doors. Greenlee was awarded five Bronze Stars.

“The best part of tootling around town in this 1939 pickup is all 
the smiles and waves,” says Jackie Hatfield, Central Texas EC, of 
the operating Ford her sweetie Rick Westmoreland restored. d
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Around Texas

July
04 
The Colony Liberty By The Lake, 
(972) 625-1106, libertybythelake.com

Columbus 4th of July Celebration,
(979) 732-8385

Comanche Family on the 4th,
(325) 356-3233, comanchechamber.org 

Granbury Old-Fashioned 4th of July,
(817) 573-1622, granburychamber.com

Independence Celebrating Independence
in Independence, (979) 836-4211

Kerrville 4th on the River, (830) 792-3535

Kyle Independence Day Celebration,
(512) 262-5555, kylechamber.org

Luckenbach July 4th Celebration,
1-888-311-8990, luckenbachtexas.com

Marquez Library July 4th Carnival & Parade,
(903) 529-1419, marqueztexas.com

Port Aransas Fireworks Display,
(361) 749-5919, portaransas.org

04 
Runge Independence Celebration,
(830) 239-4402, rungechamber.com

Seguin Fireworks Fiesta & Biggest Small-
Town Parade, (830) 401-0810, visitseguin.com

Tomball July 4th Celebration & Street Party,
(281) 351-5484

F I R E WO R KS :  G I N O  SA N TA  M A R I A  |  B I G STO C K .CO M .  PA RA D E :  F RA N  F R U I T  |  B I G STO C K .CO M   

Pick of the Month
Fireworks on the Brazos
Washington [July 4]
1-888-273-6426, birthplaceoftexas.com

Can you get any more patriotic than this—
celebrating the birth of our nation at the 
birthplace of Texas?

Get Going > This is just a sampling of the events  
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Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
September by July 10, and it just might be 
featured in this calendar! 

04 
Jacksonville [4–7] Muddin’ for the Military,
(903) 724-4100, riverrunpark.com

05 
Kemp Alley Picnic, (903) 498-6482

Leakey [5–6] July Jubilee,
(830) 232-5222

06 
Albany Road to Hope Music Fest,
(214) 336-4911

13 
Levelland Early Settlers Day,
(806) 894-3157 

Weatherford Parker County Peach Festival,
(817) 596-3801, peachfestivaltx.com

19 
Gatesville [19–20] Coryell Creek Critters
BBQ Cook-Off, (254) 865-7163, 
coryellcreekcritters.org

20 
Friona Texas Cheeseburger Festival, 
(806) 250-3491, frionachamber.com

26 
Mobeetie [26–28] Mobeetie Music Festival,
(806) 845-2028, mobeetie.com

27 
Bandera National Day of the American
Cowboy, (830) 796-3864, 
frontiertimesmuseum.org

August
03 
Galveston Movie Nite on the Strand featur-
ing ‘The Muppets,’ (409) 762-0062

04 
Frelsburg Sts. Peter & Paul Church Festival,
(979) 732-3244

P E AC H E S :  N AT I KA  |  B I G STO C K .CO M .  COW B OY  H AT:  VA L E RY  VO E N N YY  |  B I G STO C K .CO M

July 13
Weatherford
Parker County 
Peach Festival

July 27
Bandera

National Day of the
American Cowboy

Austin
Beaumont
Cleveland
Corpus 
Christi

Dallas
Fort Worth
Houston
Rosenberg
San Antonio

Sherman
Terrell
Texarkana
Tyler

800.756.2506    unitedbilt.net
* With approved credit for qualified land owners.                       Lic Res Mort Lender AR,LA,MS,MO,OK,TX NMLS#39943

In-house financing with ZERO down & no payments for 6 mos!

Surprisingly affordable.

This is a great time to build your new home! 

Building materials are affordably priced 

and mortgage rates are at an all-time low. 

Get started today with United-Bilt Homes.  

and festivals around Texas. For a complete listing, please visit TexasCoopPower.com/events.
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Hit the Road Houston

The features that make downtown
Houston so captivating—the magnificent
architecture of its glassy skyline and the
convergence of culture and commerce—
can conspire to leave people feeling cap-
tive. And the knotted tangle of freeways
often offers scant escape.

Yet, barely beyond Beltway 8 is a ver-
dant oasis of water, woods and prairie that
teems with wildlife, offering visitors a
wondrous portal into the great outdoors.
Sheldon Lake State Park, just 15 miles
northeast of downtown Houston, might
be the least heralded natural asset of the
nation’s fourth-largest metropolitan area.

“Sheldon Lake State Park is all about
environmental education and getting peo-
ple outdoors,” explains Kelley Morris,
park superintendent. “This is a place
where folks can fish, bird-watch, hike
woodland trails, gaze upon miles of open
prairie and learn about ongoing wetlands
restoration efforts.”

For a bird’s-eye view of how this natu-
ral refuge—formally called Sheldon Lake
State Park and Environmental Learning
Center—fits into Houston’s industrial
sprawl of highways, railroad tracks,
refineries and oil field service companies,
head for the top deck of the 82-foot John

Jacob Observation Tower. Take the solar-
powered elevator or climb the metal
stairs. Don’t forget to bring binoculars
and a camera.

Here, seemingly suspended six stories
above the surrounding flapjack-flat
coastal prairie, park visitors can gaze west
at the hazy outline of downtown skyscrap-
ers, peer north to see where Carpenter’s
Bayou enters Sheldon Lake and look south
beyond the refineries to spot the San Jac-
into Monument. It’s a priceless view, but it
won’t cost you a dime.

The 2,800-acre state park and reser-
voir comprise a biological island in an
urban environment that features one of
the few inland, freshwater marshes along
the upper Texas coast. More than 20
wooded islands in the 1,200-acre reservoir
provide nesting sites for heron and snowy
egret rookeries. The former state fish
hatchery and migratory waterfowl refuge
was redeveloped as a state park in the
early 1980s.

Morris says about 5,000 schoolchild-
ren, many of them from Houston neigh-
borhoods, visit annually. She says most
have never caught a fish, seen a live alli-
gator, netted a tadpole or spotted “cool”
birds such as a great blue heron, marsh

hawk or wood duck commonly found
here. 

The park’s conservation message actu-
ally takes top billing at Sheldon Lake—
ahead of fishing and wildlife viewing.
Visitors learn, for example, that recycled
oilfield pipe and coal fly ash were used in
the Pond Center’s construction, a ground-
coupled geothermal system provides
heating and cooling for its lab and class-
room, and the roof captures rain to water
flower beds. An 80-foot tall wind turbine
whirs just outside the center, generating
electricity. Two arrays of six and eight
solar panels convert the sun’s rays into
energy for park facilities, as well.

Rob McCorkle is a Kerrville-based writer.

PARK FACTS
Hours: Open daily 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closes 

7 p.m. on weekends April through October
Getting there: 15315 Beaumont Highway,

located just off U.S. 90 approximately 2 miles
from Beltway 8 and Interstate 10

Access: Park guests can access only 42 devel-
oped acres, but a new boardwalk and access road
in the park’s northern reaches slated for completion
in the fall will open additional acreage to visitors.

Info: (281) 456-2800, tpwd.state.tx.us/
state-parks/sheldon-lake
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Discover Sheldon Lake State Park, an oasis in the shadow of Houston’s concrete jungle BY ROB McCORKLE
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SHELDON LAKE STATE PARK, 15 miles northeast of downtown Houston, is a former state fish hatchery and migratory waterfowl refuge. It’s still a popular nesting site
for herons and snowy egrets. Visitors can get a bird’s-eye view of the 2,800-acre park from the John Jacob Observation Tower. 

H



Jacuzzi®
Walk-In Hot Tub

For information call: 

1-888-227-1628
Call now Toll-Free and mention your 

special promotion code 50220. 
Third-party financing available with approved credit. 

Aging in the Home Remodelers Inc. 
is neither a broker nor a lender.  

Not available in Hawaii and Alaska
© 2013 Aging in the Home Remodelers Inc. 

New &
Improved

R
emember the feeling you had 
the first time you got into a 
hot tub? The warm water, the

energizing bubbles and the gentle
hydrotherapy of the jets left you feeling
relaxed and rejuvenated. Aches and
pains seemed to fade away, and the
bubbling sound of the water helped put
you in a carefree and contented mood.
The first time I ever got in a hot tub at
a resort, I said to myself “One of these
days I’m going to have one of these in
my home– so I can experience this
whenever I want.” Now that I’m older,
I’d still like to have the pain relief and
relaxation, but I have to be careful
about slipping and falling in the 
bathroom. That’s why I was thrilled 
to find out that Jacuzzi, Inc. had 
combined the safety of a walk-in bath
with the benefits of a hot tub. Now that
I have one in my home I can have that
luxurious resort experience… whenever
I want.

The moment you step into your New
Jacuzzi® Walk-In Hot Tub you’ll see the
superior design and the quality of the
craftsmanship. The new entry step is
low, so it is easy and safe to get in and

out. The new double-sealing door is
100% guaranteed not to leak. The high
17” seat enables you to sit comfortably
while you bathe and to access the 
easy-to-reach controls. Best of all, your
tub comes with the patented Jacuzzi®
PointPro® jet system with a new jet 
pattern– which gives you a perfectly
balanced water-to-air ratio to massage

you thoroughly but gently. These 
high-volume, low-pressure pumps are
arranged in a pattern that creates swirls
and spirals that provide both a total
body massage and targeted treatment
of specific pressure points. There is
even an in-line heater to maintain the

water temperature. The tub features a
high gloss acrylic coating which is
more durable, scratch resistant and
easier to clean than traditional gel-coat
surfaces. It’s American made with full
metal frame construction and comes
with a limited lifetime warranty on
both the tub and the operating system. 

Isn’t it time you rediscovered the 
comfort and luxury of a soothing 
therapeutic hot tub experience again?
Call now and knowledgeable product
experts will answer any questions 
and you can have one in your home
next week. Don’t wait, call now.

SEE THE JACUZZI® DIFFERENCE
Laboratory tests clearly show how Jacuzzi®

jets outperform other manufacturers’ jet 
systems, producing a deeper and wider 
plume of revitalizing bubbles. You get the
best technology for an affordable price!

Jacuzzi®

Other
Brands

Why Jacuzzi is the Best 
✓ Maximum Pain Relief -

Therapeutic water AND air 
jets to help you feel your best.

✓ Personalized Massage -
New adjustable jet placement 
for pinpoint control.

✓ Easy and Safe Entry -
Low entry, double-sealing 
leakproof door that is easy 
to open and close.

✓ Comfortable Seating -
Convenient 17 inch raised seat.

✓ Durable and Easy to Clean - 
State of the art acrylic surface.

✓ Worry Free Enjoyment -
Thanks to Jacuzzi Inc.'s Limited 
Lifetime Warranty.

✓ No Hassle Installation -
Designed to fit in your existing 
tub space.

8
0
7
4
3

Now New & Improved

The Jacuzzi® Walk-In Hot Tub… 
your own personal fountain of youth.

The world’s leader in hydrotherapy and relaxation 
makes bathing safe, comfortable and affordable.
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Rural Land Loans

Residential Home Loans

Farm & Ranch Loans

Livestock & Equipment Loans

Operating Capital

Real Estate Appraisal Services

Agribusiness Financing

Leasing
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