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was a “wire
chief” for the old
Southwestern
States Telephone
Company in
Wellington from
1945 to 1951. 

Back then, a
telephone man’s
goal was to have
not more than six
trouble reports
per 100 lines.
Well, Dad met his
goal but had a trouble spot that
needed fixin’. It was in Quail, 11
miles northwest. Quail had a 16-
party line on a grounded barbed-
wire fence that worked from
Wellington. 

Dad got permission to order an
open boxcar of telephone poles. So
in his spare time, he and another
man hand-dug and placed 32 poles
per mile for 11 miles. This calculates
to 352 poles, including crossarms,
brackets, insulators and stringing
four wires for 11 miles. This elimi-

nated the “fence” line and
decreased the number of problems
reported.

That was my dad, Tony Craig,
the best telephone man ever.

DON CRAIG | GEORGETOWN

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Mustang Namesake
I heard that the Mustang car was
named after the P-51 Mustang air-
plane [“Mustang Mania,” April 2014].

RICHARD PREVALLET | DONNA

MAGIC VALLEY EC

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com

Find more letters online in the 

Table of Contents. Sign up for 

our E-Newsletter for 

monthly updates, 

prize drawings 

and more!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share

EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Safety on the Water
As a parent and grandparent, I am
concerned that it appears these
young anglers are not wearing life
jackets [“Finders, Keepers,” June
2014]. 

There was a recent accident at
Braunig Lake near San Antonio in
which a boat went into an out-of-
control spin, and both passengers
were thrown out. Neither reportedly
was wearing a life jacket. The man’s
body was not found until days later.

If you seek to teach good boat-
ing skills that will last a lifetime,
give them life jackets and teach
them why it is in their best interest
to use them. Modern jackets inflate
when hitting the water and are not
cumbersome. 

Please help these young people
learn great boating skills.

LAURA DYLLA | ADKINS

GUADALUPE VALLEY EC 

Soul Mate Dogs?
We were quite surprised to see a
picture of our white boxer Minko in
the Focus on Texas feature [“In the
Doghouse,” June 2014]. After read-

ing the caption, we realized some-
one else has a court jester for a
dog, too. Minko is always making
us laugh. 

BILL AND JULIA BRADLEY | CARTHAGE

RUSK COUNTY EC

Best Telephone Man Ever
Enjoyed “Wired for Sound” [May
2014]. It fits my dad perfectly. He @TexasCoopPower

Letters, emails and posts from our readers

A Lifetime of Fishing Fun
Really enjoyed “Finders, Keepers” [June 2014]
on Texas high school fishing. My youngest son
has been on the Marble Falls High School team
for three years, and the program is a wonderful
resource to teach our kids good wildlife manage-
ment as well as water safety practices to prepare
them for a lifetime of fishing fun. 

It has amazed me how the student fishing pop-
ulation has exploded over the years and how far
many of the teams will travel to participate. I urge parents whose schools
do not have teams to ask their school board to open the program. And
kudos to the hundreds of sponsors and volunteers for the support these
kids must have to participate. 

My son graduates this year, so he will move on to adult fun fishing, but
we will continue to support our school program for years to come.

GARY DELZ | MARBLE FALLS | PEDERNALES EC

CURRENTS
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Happy Birthday to Us
The 1.3 million subscribers of Texas Co-op Power today wouldn’t recognize the magazine that
debuted July 1, 1944. It was a four-page broadsheet newspaper, light on photos and heavy on 
the message that electricity is vital to rural America and electric co-ops serve the members that
own them.

That message remains, but the look and scope of the magazine, then called Texas Cooperative
Electric Power, has changed immensely, as has the number of readers. Today, after copies of the
magazine get shared, we reach 3 million readers. Just 14,000 copies of the August 1944 issue
were printed.

Other notable developments in that first year:
• In August 1944, the magazine began to tout the benefits of electricity in the home with sto-

ries about safety, refrigerators and laundry machines under an umbrella headline that read:
“Women’s Work Quickly Done With Electricity.” And under the headline “Cook Your 1,095 Meals
Per Year on a Modern Electric Range” appeared the first recipe—for Fruit-Stuffed Spareribs.

• In September, an “All in Fun” section began featuring jokes. Here’s one:
Visitor: “Well, Joe, how do you like your new baby sister?”
Joe: “Oh, she’s all right I guess, but there are lots of things we need worse.”

• In October, tiny display advertising appeared for the first time. One ad was for The National
Electrical Service Co. in Austin; the other for National Electric Appliance Co. in Cleveland, Ohio.

• In February 1945, the name was changed to Texas Co-op Power.
• In May 1945, ads for clothing patterns appeared. 
• In August 1945, jokes continued to run, including this one:

“I would like some alligator shoes.”
“What size does your alligator wear?”

Speaking of Jokes
Sometime after electrifica-
tion spread across the coun-
try and lightbulbs became
ubiquitous, lightbulb jokes
became part of popular cul-
ture. They almost always
hold a particular group of
people—those of a given eth-
nicity, profession or even
university—up for ridicule. 

We won’t go there. But we
will share a couple we heard:

How many Einsteins does it
take to change a lightbulb?

That depends on the speed of
the changer and the mass of the
bulb. Or vice versa, of course. Or it
just might be easier to leave the
bulb alone and change the room.
It’s all relative.

How many mystery writers
does it take to screw in a lightbulb? 

Two—one to screw it almost all
the way in, and the other to give it
a surprising twist at the end.

The first lightbulb Richard 
L. Fluker’s parents ever 
used took on an important
significance for years. See
this month’s Observations,
“Paying the ‘Light’ Bill,”  at
TexasCoopPower.com.

Also in 1944
Smokey Bear was born August 9, 1944, when the U.S. Forest Service and the Ad Council agreed that a fic-
tional bear would become the symbol for their joint effort to promote forest fire prevention. Smokey
became the longest-running public service advertising campaign in U.S. history.

In spring 1950, a badly singed American black bear cub became the living symbol of Smokey Bear when a
group of soldiers from Fort Bliss in El Paso rescued him from a forest fire in New Mexico.

The bear, dubbed Smokey Bear, died in 1976 at the National Zoo in Washington. 



Purpose 101:
Where the Co-op Way Starts
It all started 78 years ago in a wooden
farmhouse near Bartlett. A determined
community living in darkness pulled
together and, with a little help from the
Rural Electrification Administration, a
string on a bulb was tugged, and dark-
ness turned to light. That’s just some of
what employees of
Bartlett Electric Coop-
erative, the first to bring
REA-funded electricity
to rural America, heard
at a daylong training
event, Cooperative Pur-
pose 101, May 28 at the
co-op’s headquarters. 

Rural Utilities Serv-
ices Administrator John
Padalino addressed the
training group, assuring
them that the role of
cooperatives in their
communities is just as
important now as it was in the 1930s. His message came to light when
Mary Saage, daughter-in-law of the family who lived in that first electri-
fied farmhouse, made a brief visit to address the audience. She shared
stories about how the electricity improved the quality of life for her and
her family.

Texas Electric Cooperatives offers Cooperative Purpose 101 to co-ops
across the state to invigorate employees with a renewed purpose: to
power communities and empower members to improve the quality of
their lives. Now more than ever, it is important for cooperative employ-
ees to emphasize to members: You are members, not customers, and it
pays to be part of a cooperative. Your co-op doesn’t just keep the lights on,
it helps your community thrive—with scholarships, Operation Round Up,
changing out the lights at the ballpark. And that’s just the start of it. 

Holding Cooperative Purpose 101 in the very community where the 
co-op purpose was first put into practice in Texas—when Charles Saage
yanked on a string March 7, 1936—is significant. It shows the staying
power of the co-op way and the rewards of empowering members to
improve the quality of their lives. It emphasizes that co-ops and members
thrive when the cooperative purpose—whether worded as it is today or as
it might have been in 1936—is embraced and practiced by all employees.
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All Aboard,
Gourd Horde
Don’t ditch that dirty, dried gourd. A
visit to New Braunfels could help you
transform it into the newest piece of
art in your home.

The 18th Annual Lone Star Gourd
Festival is August 15-17 at the New
Braunfels Civic/Convention Center.
The event—hosted by the
Texas Gourd Society—
features competi-
tions, art vendors,
design and carving
classes, and more.

INFO: texasgourdsociety.org

W H O  K N E W ?

STOP! Go Ahead and Celebrate

You have the green light to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of waiting at a red light. The first
electric traffic light was installed August 5,
1914, at the corner of Euclid Avenue and East
105th Street in Cleveland, Ohio, according to
the Federal Highway Administration.

More traffic signal history was made in 1922
in Houston when 12 intersections were con-
trolled as a simultaneous system from a central
traffic tower—the first time interconnected traf-
fic lights were automatically controlled.

Find more 
happenings all 

across the state at 
TexasCoopPower

.com

FROM TOP: The first home to receive REA-funded electricity. Bartlett EC
employees participate in Cooperative Purpose 101 training.



It was wartime when the first
issue of what is now Texas Co-op
Power rolled off the press. That July 1,

1944, edition, called Texas Cooperative
Electric Power, was only four pages of
newsprint, but it packed a mighty punch. 

A front-page article, “The Baby Is
Born,” heralded the arrival of the “husky
baby among Texas newspapers” and
assured co-op members they would no
longer “be forced to stand by with a feel-
ing of distress” when confronted with
attacks on the Rural Electrification Coop-
eratives. “The answer should be found in
the columns of this new publication.” 

Indeed. The premier issue practically
burst with optimism and pride. “Your
Cooperative Newspaper” introduced the
purpose of the publication: “[We] believe
there is a definite need for a statewide
news organ of this sort—to help in coordinating the activities of
the various co-ops, to keep members informed of developments,
both state and national, that affect them as consumer-owners
of rural electric systems, to carry information and suggestions
regarding new and more efficient uses of electricity … .” 

A notice of the upcoming statewide meeting of Texas Power
Reserve Electric Cooperative, later renamed Texas Electric
Cooperatives, announced discussion of cooperatives’ contribu-
tions to wartime food production and the expectation that noth-
ing would be of greater importance in the postwar period than
the laborsaving service of electricity.

And lest they forget, readers were reminded, “Rural electric
cooperative members of Texas, this is your paper.”

During this 70th anniversary commemoration of Texas 
Co-op Power, we celebrate those pioneers in cooperative jour-
nalism who created a strong foundation for the staying power
of the magazine and who, early on, stated a goal that still holds
today: “Together, let’s work to give Texas the best cooperative
newspaper in these United States.”

P O ST WA R  P R O S P E R I T Y

The arrival of electricity to Texas farms and ranches revo-
lutionized rural life and created an environment ripe for
inclusion in the mushrooming postwar economy. Once

they saw the light, rural residents’ interest in improving the quality

of their lives took hold. More people want-
ing electricity created more electric coop-
eratives, which stimulated economic
growth in rural areas across the state.

The pages of Texas Co-op Power
reflected co-op members’ enthusiasm for
electrically powered farm equipment and
household appliances. In the June 1945
issue, in a story titled “Power Saves Time,
Labor on Farm,” a farmer declares: “If I
had to give up my electricity I’d quit farm-
ing.” Advertisements touting the latest
laborsaving equipment and devices
appeared throughout Texas Co-op Power.

Homemakers on the farm, once
depicted as bedraggled and somber, now
appeared in stories and ads as youthful,
smiling and confident women with their
electric irons, refrigerators and stoves.
Texas Co-op Power recognized women’s

hunger for information about using new appliances to their
advantage. What was variously called Woman to Woman and
The Woman’s Page grew so popular it received its own editor in

BY  C A R O L  M O C Z YG E M B A

The Baby Is Born
Texas Co-op Power marks 70 years as a trusted ally of co-ops in improving the quality of members’ lives

Our First Recipe
Readers tell us recipes are one of their favorite features in Texas
Co-op Power. The first recipe appeared in August 1944. Here it is:

An excellent receipe [sic] which is most successful in the oven of a modern
electric range follows:

Texas Electric Cooperative Power debut issue, July 1944

F R U I T- ST U F F E D  S PA R E R I B S

3 lbs. spareribs (2 sides uncracked)

4 large apples, chopped

1 tbsp. brown sugar

½ lb. chopped raw prunes

1 tbsp. salt

Put two sides of spareribs together to form pocket, season, inside and

out, and stuff with mixture of apples, prunes and sugar. Skewer or sew

together. Bake. For gravy, remove excess fat and pour one cup of hot

butter into pan and thicken with three tablespoons of flour with one-

half cup cold water.

TexasCoopPower.com8 Texas Co-op Power August 2014



May 1946. Women were certainly not lagging behind the men-
folk in their appreciation for electricity.

During the late ’50s and early ’60s, another sign of rural opti-
mism and community pride was the annual Miss Rural Electri-
fication pageant. Winners from local co-ops competed at the
statewide annual meeting, where a young woman was chosen
to enter the Miss Rural Electrification contest held during the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association annual meet-
ing. The competition eventually lost favor and was ended, but
for a time it was as if the Miss America pomp and circumstance
extended to Texas co-ops.

G R OW T H  A N D  C H A N G E

In 1964, Texas Co-op Power celebrated its 20th anniversary.
By that time, the magazine was going to 245,000 homes
and businesses served by electric cooperatives. An editorial

in the July edition reminded readers that the magazine’s pur-

pose to inform members about the activities of their local coop-
eratives remained unchanged. News of governmental and judi-
cial actions affecting co-ops
would still be covered.

But readers wanted more. 
The same editorial also

declared, “… in response to
reader requests, Texas Co-op
Power has greatly broadened
its coverage of the rural
scene—now presenting col-
orful articles such as the
travel stories in this issue
and the features of interest
to women which are now run
in each issue.”

That editorial mix—of 
co-op news; explanatory sto-
ries about industry issues;
and articles about Texas liv-
ing, food, travel, history, peo-
ple and events—established
a format that still guides the
basic makeup of the publica-
tion today. Survey after sur-
vey of Texas Co-op Power
readers consistently rank 
the magazine as a reliable
and trusted source of infor-
mation, whether about inter-
esting travel destinations 
or examinations of crucial
issues such as power con-
straints or water shortages.

E N E R GY  C R I S I S

On a cold night in February 1977, President Carter
addressed the American people from a chair by a fire-
place in the White House library. His topic was the

nation’s energy shortage and what his administration and Amer-

Many early stories and ads in Texas 
Co-op Power targeted homemakers
who, thanks to electricity, could 
modernize their homes and ease 
their workloads with electric irons,
refrigerators and stoves. What was
variously called Woman to Woman and
The Woman’s Page grew so popular it
received its own editor in May 1946.

Reader surveys consistently
rank Texas Co-op Power as
a reliable and trusted source
of information, whether
about issues of the electric
industry or feature stories
about the people and places
of Texas.

Even some youngsters looked to
Texas Co-op Power for help. In
1956, an 8-year-old boy wrote this
letter that appeared in the local
pages of South Plains Electric
Cooperative:

Dear Sirs:
I have a new B-B gun. Will you please
come put a new glass cover over our
meter? I am going to pay for it by
washing dishes for my mother.

Yours truly,
Herman Barnett

P.S. I am Wallace Barnett’s son. 
We live east of Anton.

TexasCoopPower.com August 2014 Texas Co-op Power 9

In 1964, an editorial stressed Texas Co-op Power’s broadened coverage of ‘the
features of interest to women’ and stories about Texas living, including travel.
The January 1968 cover featured the Tower of the Americas at HemisFair Park
in downtown San Antonio.

©  G E N E V I E V E  N AY LO R  |  CO R B I S



icans could do about it. The 1977 issues of Texas Co-op Power
took the President’s message to co-op members, using it as a
platform for explaining higher electricity costs, the impact of
conserving electricity in the home and how the national crisis
affected nearly every aspect of co-op service.   

Saving on energy consumption was nothing new to co-op
members. Since the early days of Texas Co-op Power, educational
ads and articles about energy efficiency appeared regularly. 

Throughout Texas Co-op Power’s 70 years of archives, energy
conservation—whether to save on electric bills or reduce
demands on a limited power supply—is a common theme. In
the September 1947 issue, readers learned about simple ways
to save electricity, including some interesting ones, such as
cleaning lampshades and lightbulbs: “… dirt can steal 30 to 50
percent of the light and wastes electricity.” 

From the mid-’70s to the mid-’80s, co-ops relied on Texas
Co-op Power to communicate with members about high electric
rates and power supply. Members learned about the underlying
causes of the rate increases, including higher fuel prices, infla-
tion, recession, unemployment, high interest rates and Amer-
ica’s dependence on foreign oil.  

Once again, Texas Co-op Power was the most consistent link
between local cooperatives and the members they needed to
reach with crucial information.

T E C H N O LO GY

W hen computers replaced electric typewriters and 
3-by-5-inch index cards in co-op offices, one admin-
istrative assistant recalls thinking, “I can’t do this.

I’ll have to quit my job.” Today, the same person says she would
have to quit her job if she didn’t have a computer.

And so the story repeats itself with a host of high-tech solu-
tions whenever cooperative challenges arise. 

As they did during the energy crisis, co-ops continually use

their pages in Texas Co-op Power to educate members about
new technology, such as online bill paying or meters that com-
municate directly with the co-op. On a broader scale, in February
2011, a Texas Co-op Power feature story took readers to seven
cooperatives to see how high-tech systems improved service to
their members.

The array of high-tech systems, gadgets and appliances avail-
able to individual members can get confusing, and their effec-
tiveness and value can be misrepresented. That’s why Texas
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The 1977 issues of Texas Co-op Power delivered President Jimmy Carter’s
message about conserving energy to readers, explaining higher electricity
costs, the impact of conserving electricity in the home and how the national
crisis affected nearly every aspect of co-op service.



Co-op Power regularly presents creditable information about
consumer products, such as solar panels, tankless water heaters,
programmable appliances and other energy-saving devices.

Members can often find easy-to-understand material that
helps them unravel questions about even the most complex
high-tech innovations, employed to improve the quality of their
lives and the effectiveness of their co-op in the 21st century.

T E XAS  CO - O P  P OW E R :  T H E  D I G I TA L  E D I T I O N

Never fear: Your printed copy of Texas Co-op Power is
alive and well. It’s just that the magazine now has its
own website (TexasCoopPower.com) and Facebook

page. For co-op members who grew up with computers, digital
reading formats are often preferable and better suited to a
lifestyle on the go. 

The digital edition allows us to expand stories and include
additional information about a topic that couldn’t be included
in the print version because of space constraints. We can run
extra photos and even video to provide readers with a multi-
faceted experience. 

The Texas Co-op Power Facebook page is a fun place to fre-
quent. See reader photo submissions, comments, energy-saving
tips and events happening around the state. “Like” us and add
your own two cents.

70  Y E A R S  

There’s a saying that goes: The more things change, the
more they remain the same. In many ways, that
describes Texas Co-op Power. During its 70 years as a

messenger between Texas co-ops and their members, the mag-
azine has gone from a four-page newspaper to a tabloid, to a

magazine format. It changed editorial content from mainly
political and industry-related articles to more news from co-
ops and more educational features about using electricity in
the home and on the farm. 

In response to reader requests for more Texas-centered sto-
ries, the magazine widened its scope—more features, more pho-
tographs, more recipes. 

But no matter how much Texas Co-op Power changes its
look or expands its content, it remains true to the founding
intention of promoting the value of Texas’ electric cooperatives
to their members. And that won’t change.

Carol Moczygemba is a former editor of Texas Co-op Power.

Texas Co-op Power Honors

Texas Co-op Power is a five-time winner of the George W. Haggard Memorial Journalism Award, the 
highest honor for a statewide electric cooperative magazine, presented by the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association. The Haggard, established in 1958, recognizes the statewide publication that 
best presents “lucid, forthright contributions to electric cooperative objectives.” The award was named 
for George W. Haggard, the first editor of Texas Co-op Power, who was killed in a plane crash in 1951.

TexasCoopPower.com allows the magazine to expand stories and present
videos and additional photos. The Facebook page invites readers to join the
magazine community and participate in reader photo submissions, comments,
energy-saving tips and events happening around the state. 

In February 2011, Texas Co-op
Power’s cover story took readers 
to seven cooperatives to see how
high-tech systems improved serv-
ice to their members. The array of
high-tech systems, gadgets and
appliances available to individual
members can get confusing, and
their effectiveness and value can
be misrepresented. That’s why
Texas Co-op Power regularly 
presents creditable evaluations of
consumer products, such as solar
panels, tankless water heaters,
programmable appliances and
other energy-saving devices.

REMEMBERING BARBARA JORDAN COOKING UP LOVE
REMEMBERING BARBARA JORDAN COOKING UP LOVE

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 1
L O C A L  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E  E D I T I O N

HIGH-TECH
CO-OPS
Changing Energy Realities

HIGH-TECH
CO-OPS
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Dave Roever doesn’t have any fancy
letters after his name or degrees on his
wall. His counseling credentials are meas-
ured in blood, scar tissue and bone grafts.

He went to Vietnam in 1969 as part of a
riverboat crew—lean, muscled and confi-
dent from Naval Special Warfare—as a
recently married 21-year-old who yearned
to be a minister. He came back after 14
months in military hospitals a one-eyed,
hideously burned, insecure, self-conscious,
post-suicidal—in his words—“beast.”

Fortunately, Roever (pronounced REE’-
ver) was grounded by his faith and his
bride, Brenda, who encouraged him when
he needed it; provided a self-pity antidote
when he needed that, too; and loved him
unconditionally throughout. During his
recovery, he discovered that his ordeal
served a higher purpose. His calling was
still to minister, but his flock was another
lost generation of injured war veterans. His
message was one of acceptance of their

scars and lost limbs and psychological
wounds, and a desire to move forward with
their lives.

The dirt road to Eagles Summit Ranch
is largely unmarked. Travel about 15 miles
southeast of Junction, take a right and fol-
low the dirt road past the gnarled cedars,
the deer blinds and the scrubby brush that
marks the end of the Hill Country and the
start of West Texas, and you’re there, at a
large iron gate flanked by cast eagles.
Beyond these gates, the Dave Roever
Foundation uses a multifaceted approach
based mostly on faith and public speaking
to help wounded war veterans confront,
accept and move past the physical and
mental trauma they’ve suffered.

The work is intensely private and per-
sonal, say those who’ve been through it,
very much like a 12-step program. Except
it doesn’t have 12 steps. It has however
many it takes. And though it doesn’t have
an established set of steps for recovery, it

does share one fundamental truth with
programs like Alcoholics Anonymous: It
takes someone who’s been through hell to
rescue another from it. 

Without a Scar
A M34 WP smoke grenade is a particularly
insidious weapon. Its charge is white phos-
phorus and—unlike a fragmentation gre -
nade, which destroys with shrapnel, or a
standard explosive charge, which kills with
blunt force—it burns. Vegetation, grass,
wood, munitions, flesh—whatever it gloms
onto, it burns. It even burns underwater.

Roever had learned to use such a
weapon. As the son of a hard-edged min-
ister in Mission, he had grown up com-
mitted to three things: tinkering with cars,
Christianity and a pretty local girl named
Brenda. He enrolled in a Bible college, but
when his grades dipped and he received
his draft notice, he figured he owed it to
his country to serve. Expecting that serv-

Harsh reality of war is common bond as Vietnam vet strives to help more recent troops discover their reward

Dave Roever, who suffered horrendous
injuries in Vietnam, tries to help more
recent war veterans confront, accept and
move past the physical and mental trauma
they’ve experienced.

BY  M A R K  WA N G R I N  •  P H OTO S  BY  WYAT T  M c S PA D D E N

SCAR‘Never Let a Good Go to Waste’
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ing on a ship in a land war would be safer,
he enlisted in the Navy.

Roever showed an aptitude for weapons,
learning how to deploy nuclear missiles,
and was assigned to Naval Special Warfare
training and, ultimately, to wearing the
black beret of the Brown Water Black Beret,
an elite riverboat flotilla that patrolled the
winding rivers of Southeast Asia.

“I knew I wasn’t coming home,” Roever
says. “It didn’t look dangerous because we
didn’t have a high KIA (killed in action)
rate. Instead, we were listed as MIA (miss-
ing in action) because when a boat went
down, they didn’t recover the body.”

On July 26, 1969, on the Vam Co Tay
River, Roever was on patrol when he pulled
the pin on a white phosphorous grenade,
cocking his arm behind his right ear to
throw it toward an area he suspected was
hiding a munitions cache. His plan was to
start a fire, maybe destroy the arms or just
create some smoke for cover. The grenade
was still in his right hand when it deto-
nated. And the man who had promised his
bride—to ease her fears—that he’d return
from war “without a scar” began to burn.

The fire incinerated his ear, his hair
and parts of his scalp. It ravaged his face,
destroyed his right eye and eyelid; split
his right hand in half and tore a hole in his
chest through which he could see his own
heart beating beneath the thin layer of
flesh that was left. 

Later, a forensics expert told Roever that
a sniper hidden behind him likely had aimed

at his head but hit the grenade as Roever
drew it back. The grenade that seemed to
have ruined his life also likely saved it.

Worth Saving
In the field hospital, he heard two doctors
argue over whether it was worth trying to
save him. At the base hospital, he watched
the wives of other badly wounded men
recoil at their sight and remove their wed-
ding rings as a prelude to divorce. He
weighed his wounds against the pain of
the treatment and decided he wanted out.
Fighting the pain, he reached for his intra-
venous tubes, yanked and waited to die.
“Then I started getting hungry,” he says.
“I had pulled out my feeding tubes. I real-
ized I didn’t want to die. I wanted to eat.”

When Brenda came to visit, she didn’t
recoil. Roever apologized that he would
never be good-looking again. Brenda
quipped, “You never were that good-look-
ing.” Roever realized he was one of the
lucky ones.

In the ensuing years, he built a career as
a motivational speaker and minister and
raised a family, including son Matt and
daughter Kimberly, despite dire warnings
from doctors that the trauma from the burns
had almost definitely left him sterile.

A Renewed Purpose
Then came September 11, 2001. America
went to war again, and a new generation
of young men and women would be going
off to battle—and coming home horribly

damaged. “I felt my life had meaning
again,” Roever says. “God took the expe-
rience of my life and gave me a purpose.
Never let a good scar go to waste.”

Formed in 1991, the Dave Roever Foun-
dation uses two Eagles Summit Ranches—
the other is one near Westcliffe, Colorado—
to host Operation Warrior RECONnect
programs. Nearly all those attending have
traumatic brain injury (TBI) or post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), although
Roever’s group only recognizes the first
three letters of the latter.

“We drop the ‘D,’ ” says Kathy Wampler,
Roever’s top aide. “We tell them, ‘You are
not disordered.’ Disordered means you are
reacting oddly to something. Their reaction
is natural to what they’ve been through.”

The group setting is designed to put a
damper on self-pity and maximize hope,
the idea being there’s always somebody
else worse off, in one way or another. And
Roever is there to play the trump card.
Says Wampler, “The soldiers’ reaction is,
‘He knows how I feel. His scars are on the
outside. Mine are on the inside. Here’s a
man who understands pain.’ ”  

Straight Talk
“Nobody speaks to a vet like a vet,” says
Matt Roever, an ordained minister who
assists his father.

Nobody laughs at a vet’s misfortune like
the vet himself, either. Robert “B.J.” Jack-
son was in the first class at the Colorado
ranch in 2007. His Army unit was

LEFT: Rupert Harrell, right, a Vietnam War veteran, chats with Iraq War vet Todd Plybon in the physical therapy facility at Eagles Summit Ranch near Junction. RIGHT: Brandon
Byers’ prosthetic leg is visible below his rolled-up jeans. Byers helps conduct Operation Warrior RECONnect programs at the ranch. He was a gunner in the turret atop a
Humvee in Iraq when a series of roadside bombs ripped through his convoy in 2006. His left leg was amputated above the knee in 2013 as a result of his injuries.
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ambushed in Baghdad in August 2003, and
he was badly burned and lost both his legs
below the knee. The other vets call him
“Stumps.” Once, at a speech both men
attended, Roever was making the point
that a lost limb doesn’t require lessened
expectations. “What is a leg worth?”
Roever asked, rhetorically. From the back
of the room, Jackson held up one of his
prostheses. “I’ll sell mine right now,” he
said enthusiastically.

Jackson didn’t fall into self-pity after he
awoke in the hospital after the ambush.
Learning he was already being given anti-
depressants even before he regained con-
sciousness, he angrily made the doctors
stop. But he saved his real anger for the staff
psychologist, who had never seen action. “I
asked him, ‘No disrespect, but where were
you deployed?’ ” Jackson recalls. “At the
time I was angry. I wanted someone who’d
been there, done that.”

Shortly after his return, Jackson started
working with the Coalition to Salute Amer-
ica’s Heroes. He poured himself into the
outreach, helping others even as he ignored
himself. Then he met Roever in 2005. Jack-
son invited Roever to speak at his events.
Roever invited Jackson to be in the first
class at Eagles Summit. “It was an emo-
tional roller coaster. We would cry one
minute, laugh the next,” Jackson recalls.
“He was the first person who told it like it
needed to be told.”

That way is blunt, even to the point of
being harsh—though not unnecessarily so.

Jackson exemplifies the approach. He
is wearing a pinstriped suit coat, white
shirt, tie—and shorts. He wears shorts
everywhere. He wants people to notice his
prosthetic legs, even having them embla-
zoned with cartoon characters to disarm
wary children. 

Meeting the Challenge
The program is a visceral experience. The
vets fish, mountain bike and ride horse-
back, if able, and shoot guns—even AK-
47s, the same weapon of choice for the
forces they fought in the Middle East.
They are allowed one bullet at a time, and
they fire only under strict supervision.  

All wounds, visible or not, don’t heal the
same. That’s the challenge here. Aside from
what they’ve seen and done, this genera-
tion’s vets face the puzzle of understanding
where they fit into history. Roever points
out that World War II veterans know what
they accomplished. They crushed Nazi
tyranny, stymied Japanese imperialism
and ended evil genocides. They saw Ger-
many and Japan surrender. They won.

Vietnam veterans weren’t left with a clear
purpose or resolution from a highly unpop-
ular war and were treated not at all like
heroes when they returned home. Veterans
of Iraq and Afghanistan have more public
support, if no more purpose or resolution.
“As humans, we live for sacrifice and reward,”
Roever says. “What if there’s no reward?”

It’s Roever’s mission now to help the
veterans find a reward, or at least a footing

where they can find one. Ask Roever about
success stories, and he’s guarded. He tells
about a female combat medic, whose trau-
matic experiences drove her to a suicide
attempt. He tells how she came through
the program and returned for another tour
of duty in a combat zone.

“We don’t win them all,” he says. “We
don’t even try to put a percentage on it.”

Then Roever tells of another veteran
who’s been coming for sessions since 2008.
“We can’t reach him,” Roever says sadly. He
keeps a photo of the vet in his office. The
vet tells Roever he goes to sleep with ghosts
every night. Roever tells him that’s his
choice. Sometimes he’ll call Roever at 2 a.m.
and ask him for a reason not to pull the trig-
ger. “I won’t rest until I reach him,” Roever
says. “I still have hope. As long as he’s got a
breath and I’ve got a breath, I won’t give
up. I’ll keep telling him the truth. The day I
soften the message is the day he gives up.”

Some night soon, maybe tonight, that
phone will ring again. Dave Roever, scars
and all, will be there to answer it.

Mark Wangrin is an Austin writer.

Roever Foundation
To learn more about the Roever Founda-
tion and the Eagles Summit Ranches, visit
roeverfoundation.org.

LEFT: Brenda and Dave Roever were still newlyweds when Dave was deployed to Vietnam. When they said their goodbyes, Dave promised he would return to her ‘without 
a scar.’ But on July 26, 1969, he was on patrol on the Vam Co Tay River when a white phosphorous grenade detonated inches from his face, and he was burned beyond
recognition. RIGHT: Matt Roever, their son, helps Clay Rankin with physical therapy at the Eagles Summit Ranch. Matt is an ordained minister.

Web Extras on TexasCoopPower.com
View a slideshow of more photos.



Innovation is the path to the future.
Stauer takes that seriously. That’s why

we developed the Compendium Hybrid, a
stunningly-designed hybrid chronograph
with over one dozen analog and digital
functions that is more versatile than any
watch that we have ever engineered. 

New technology usually starts out at
astronomical prices and then comes
down years later. We skipped that step to
allow everyone the chance to experience
this watch’s brilliant fusion of technology
and style. We originally priced the Stauer
Compendium Hybrid at $395 based on
the market for advanced sports watches...
but then stopped ourselves. Since this is
no ordinary economy, we decided to offer
the Compendium Hybrid at 92% off.
That means this new technological 
marvel can be yours for only $2995! 

Welcome a new Digital Revolution.
With the release of the dynamic new
Compendium, those boxy, plastic wrist
calculators of the past have been replaced
by this luxurious LCD chronograph that
is sophisticated enough for a formal
evening out, but rugged and tough

enough to feel at home in a cockpit,
camping expedition or covert mission. 

The watch’s extraordinary dial seamlessly
blends an analog watch face with a stylish
digital display. Three super-bright lumi-
nous hands keep time along the inner
dial, while a trio of circular LCD windows
track the hour, minutes and seconds. An
eye-catching digital
semi-circle animates
in time with the sec-
ond hand and shows
the day of the week.
The watch also fea-
tures a rotating bezel,
stopwatch and alarm
functions and green
electro-luminescence
backlight. The Compendium Hybrid
secures with a rugged stainless steel band
and is water-resistant to 3 ATM.

Guaranteed to change the way you
look at time. At Stauer, we believe that
when faced with an uphill economy, 
innovation and better value will always
provide a much-needed boost. Stauer is so
confident of their latest hybrid timepiece

that we offer a money-back-guarantee. If
for any reason you aren’t fully impressed
by the performance and innovation of
the Stauer Compendium Hybrid for $2995,
simply return the watch within 30 days
for a full refund of the purchase price. 
The unique design of the Compendium
greatly limits our production, so don’t
hesitate to order! Remember: progress 
and innovation wait for no one!

The new face of time? Stauer’s Compendium Hybrid fuses form and functionality for UNDER $30! Read on...

Smar t  Luxur ies—Surpr is ing  Pr ices ™

Offer Limited to First 
2500 Respondents
Stauer Compendium Hybrid Watch—$395
Now $2995 +S&P  Save over $365
Other discounts and coupons do not apply
to this exclusive offer.
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

1-888-324-4370
Promotional Code VHW614-06
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. VHW614-06
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com 

WATCH SPECS:
- Three LCD windows show hour, minute and second
- Stop watch function - Fits 6 3/4"–8 3/4" wrist
- 2 year warranty on movement

The Compendium: The
spectacular face of the

latest watch technology.

Amazing New Hybrid Runs Without Gas

Analog and 
digital display

Built-in alarm

Electro-luminescence 
backlight

LCD complications

Stop watch 
function

Stauer®

Suggested 
Retail $395…NOW, on your wrist for $29 95

For a limited 
Time Only

92% 
OFF



Receive the benefits of aerobic exercise 
without stress or impact on the joints!
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Imagine feeling better … takes only 12–16 minutes, twice a day

with the Exerciser Elite®
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You deserve to feel better — order the 
Exerciser Elite® now!

C500 
$50 Discount

45 Day
Money Back
Guarantee

Want to learn more? View the online  videos
www.cwmachines.com or call 800-748-7172
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Heat Stroke
The most serious of heat illnesses, heat stroke can be deadly and
swift. Your body temperature could rise to 106 degrees or more
in as little as 10 to 15 minutes. Heat stroke happens when your
body temperature rises rapidly but your body cannot sweat
quickly enough to cool itself. Symptoms include hot, dry skin or
the opposite—profuse sweating and chills—as well as a throbbing
headache, dizziness, hallucinations and slurred speech.

If you see someone with the symptoms of heat stroke,
immediately call 911 and move the person to a shady area. Try
misting the person with cold water, soaking his or her clothes
or fanning the body.

Heat Exhaustion
Heat exhaustion is the result of heavy sweating—extreme loss
of salt and water. People prone to heat exhaustion include the
elderly, those with high blood pressure, or people who work in
hot conditions. Besides excessive sweating, symptoms include
extreme weakness or fatigue, dizziness and confusion, nausea,
clammy skin, muscle cramps and shallow, rapid breathing.

If a person suffers from heat exhaustion, move him or her
to a shaded or air-conditioned area. The victim should drink
cool, nonalcoholic beverages and take a cool shower or bath.

Heat Syncope
Sunbathers may be prone to heat syncope, which is dizziness
or fainting after lying (or standing) for long periods of time.

Dehydration can contribute to an episode of heat syncope, 
so keep that water bottle handy when you head to the beach.

If you feel dizzy when you sit up after lying down for a long
time, sit or lie back down in a cool place and sip on a cool 
beverage—water, sports drinks or clear juice.

Heat Cramps
Folks who work or play sports outside in the heat may suffer
from heat cramps, which result from low salt levels after heavy
sweating. Stay alert if you feel cramping because it could be a
symptom of heat exhaustion. Heat cramps usually are felt in
the arms, legs or abdomen.

If you feel them, stop what you’re doing, sit in a cool place
and drink clear juice or a sports beverage. Take it easy for a few
hours after you no longer feel the cramps—if you return too
quickly to your activity, the condition could transition into
heat exhaustion or heat stroke. If you have heart problems, are
on a low-sodium diet, or if the cramps do not go away in an
hour, call a doctor.

Heat Rash
Heavy sweating can cause a heat rash during hot, humid
weather. It looks like a red cluster of pimples or small blisters
that usually pop up on the neck or chest, groin, and in the
crook of your elbow. 

Keep the area dry and use baby powder to alleviate 
discomfort.

Watch for Signs of Heat Illnesses
Summer in Texas provides lots of opportunities for fun, whether you’re lying by the pool or running on a baseball field.
Texas summers also present dangers. Keep heat stress at bay—no matter your sun-soaked activity of choice—by knowing
how to prevent heat-related illnesses and recognizing the symptoms in yourself and others.
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CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

Electric Notes
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Cooking and baking during this summer
can heat up your house, compete with
air conditioning and make everyone
uncomfortable. So cooking less can save
you energy and keep you cooler.

a Prepare your main course outside
on the barbecue grill. Even if it’s hot out-
doors, you won’t add heat to the inside
of your home. 

a When a cooler day or evening rolls
in, take the opportunity to cook. Prepare
two or three meals at once and freeze
them, so all you’ll have to do is thaw and
reheat them in the microwave the next
time it’s too hot to cook.

a Enjoy cold meals and snacks that
don’t need cooking, like vegetable sal-
ads; fruit, cheese and bread; hummus or
guacamole with chips or celery; sand-
wiches; cold soups and smoothies.

a If you must cook, use the micro -
wave oven or a covered pan on the
stovetop. Either one pushes less heat into
the kitchen than a hot oven.

a Choose foods that cook quickly, like
fish and vegetables. Chopping veggies
into small, evenly sized pieces speeds
cooking time.

a Don’t use the microwave or oven to
defrost frozen food. Instead, place the
frozen item in the refrigerator and let it
thaw out overnight before cooking it the
next day.

a Preparing food in an electric skillet,
wok or slow cooker adds less heat to the
air than cooking on the stove.

A slow cooker is a great way to cook with-
out adding excess heat to your home.

Cook Less,
Cook Quicker
When It’s Hot
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BY JAMES DULLEY

Checking your home’s insulating system is one of the fastest and most cost-
efficient ways of using a whole-house approach to reduce energy waste and
maximize your energy dollars. A good insulating system includes a combina-
tion of products and construction techniques that provide a home with ther-
mal performance, protect it against air infiltration and control moisture. You
can increase the comfort of your home while reducing your heating and cool-
ing needs by up to 30 percent by investing just a few hundred dollars in
proper insulation and weatherization products.

Adequately insulating a home saves money for homeowners every month. It also
helps conserve vital energy resources—energy-efficient houses help lower air pollution
emissions from the combustion of fuels for heating, air conditioning and ventilation.

Check the insulation in your attic, ceilings, exterior and basement walls, floors
and crawlspaces to see if it meets the levels recommended for your area. Insulation 
is measured in R-values—the higher the R-value, the better your walls and roofs will
resist the transfer of heat. The U.S. Department of Energy recommends ranges of 
R-values based on local heating and cooling costs
and climate conditions in different areas of the
nation. The map at right shows the DOE recommen-
dations for your area. State and local codes in some
parts of the country may require lower R-
values than the DOE recommendations,
which are based on cost-effectiveness.

Where to Insulate
Adding insulation in the attic and to walls, floors, basements and crawlspaces may be
the best way to improve your home’s energy efficiency.

Insulation Types
Insulation can be made from a variety of materials, but it usually comes in one of
four forms—batts, rolls, loose-fill and rigid foam boards. Each type is made to fit in a
different part of your house. 

Batts are made to fit between the studs in your walls or between the joists of your
ceilings or floors. Batts are usually made of fiberglass or rock wool. 

Rolls or blankets are also usually made of fiberglass and can be laid over the floor
in the attic. 

Loose-fill insulation, usually made of fiberglass, rock wool or cellulose, is blown
into the attic or walls. Cellulose is made from recycled materials treated with fire-
retardant chemicals.

Rigid foam boards are lightweight and provide structural support, and they gener-
ally have an R-value of 4 to 7 per inch. Rigid board insulation is made for use in con-
fined spaces such as exterior walls, basements, foundation and stem walls, concrete
slabs and cathedral ceilings.

Insulate for Comfort and Savings

Heating System Attic Cathedral Ceiling Wall Cavity Floor
All R38 to R60 R30 to R38 R13 to R15 R25 to R30

All R30 to R60 R22 to R38 R13 to R15 R25

Gas, Oil, Heat Pump
R30 to R60 R22 to R38 R13 to R15

R13
Electric Furnace R19 to R25

Recommended Insulation Levels
New, Wood-Framed Homes
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Texas USA

A piece of family mythology was a
story my mother told about meeting sev-
eral British pilots while they were staying
at her cousin’s house in Dallas. I doubted
her until I discovered a small museum in
Terrell and realized she actually had
encountered cadets from the No. 1 British
Flying Training School.

The school was established in 1941 in
Terrell, carved out of countryside farm-
land. About 2,200 Royal Air Force cadets
trained to become World War II pilots
because training in their own country had
become impossible. The danger of enemy
attack, England’s weather and the island
nation’s size were all impediments to
preparing pilots for war.

Six civilian airfields across the country
were chosen for the training, but the Terrell
school was the only one to operate through-
out the war. The school was located at the
site of Terrell’s current municipal airport.

Eric Gill, an 18-year-old from Kent, was
among those sent to Terrell to train. Gill,
now a retired petroleum engineer living in
Dallas, remembers being among a group
of cadets who left England for Canada,
where they expected the training to occur.
But upon arriving in Moncton, New
Brunswick, they faced a three-day, three-
night rail trip to Texas, stopping at various
locations along the way. “Women brought
bananas to us at the train,” Gill says. “We
hadn’t seen bananas in years. Most of us
didn’t know about the American training,
and most didn’t know where Dallas was.”

But the cadets were greeted by a warm
reception upon arriving in Terrell.

“The local townsfolk were out in force

when the train arrived,” Gill says. “It was
going to be a big thing for Terrell, and I
think they all realized that.”

Although Jean Ann Ables-Flatt was 12 at
the time, she remembers being impressed.
“I thought they were awfully cute, even
though I was too young for them,” she says.
“But Terrell opened their homes, their
hearts and their arms to the cadets.”

The social officer for the cadets offered
some advice: “He said the Americans
would be very friendly and that we would
eat things we weren’t used to,” Gill says.
“He told us that we should be on our best
behavior because we were representing
the United Kingdom.”

The food made the biggest impression
on most of the cadets. “We were on pretty
hard starvation-level food at that time. We
had a pretty small ration. We had a lot of
people in England to feed, and half of our
food came from overseas,” Gill says. He
notes that a lot of the country’s imported
provisions wound up at the bottom of the
sea because of attacks from enemy forces
patrolling the ocean.

In Texas, the cadets sat down to fare
such as corn on the cob—used only for ani-
mal feed in England—and grits. “They
were so excited to get good meals com-
pared to what they’d been getting in Eng-
land,” Ables-Flatt says. “It was Southern
hospitality we offered. That’s why the Eng-
lishmen kept coming back to Terrell [after
the war was over]—because of the South-
ern hospitality. It was always a very posi-
tive experience for them.”

That hospitality, and the cadets’ attempts
to express gratitude, caused some confused

BY JAN ADAMSON

United Skies
Over Terrell

H

Many lessons awaited RAF
cadets stationed at No. 1 British
Flying Training School
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moments. Sometimes cadets would call a
gracious hostess “homely,” which would
have been a compliment in England.

The more than seven months of train-
ing consumed the cadets’ time. “We had
Wednesday evenings free and could be out
until 10 p.m.,” Gill remembers. “We would
walk into town to the drugstore and buy
things we needed. People were really nice
to us. They would come to the gates at
about 7 p.m. and take us to town, to their
homes or to a movie.”

He says that after the young men com-
pleted their duties on Saturday, they were
free until 10 p.m. on Sunday. With a bit
more free time, they’d sometimes hitch a
ride into Dallas, staying at the homes of
locals or at the YMCA, where they could
get a cot for the night and coffee and a
doughnut the next morning for 25 cents.
“To this day, I’ve always been thankful to

the YMCA,” Gill says.
Ables-Flatt remembers the cadets

marching into Terrell on Sunday mornings
to go to church and recalls them congre-
gating at Bass Drugstore. “They had a foun-
tain there, and the soldiers could meet
their girlfriends,” she said. She recalled a
young woman who became so crazy over
the cadets that when one class boarded the
train to leave, she jumped on board and
rode all the way to Chicago with them.

One of the ways the cadets repaid Ter-
rell’s generosity was with a revue per-
formed at the high school. “It was very
clever, and everyone came to see it,” Ables-
Flatt says, singing a snippet of one of the
songs in the show.

The motto of the No. 1 British Flying
Training School was, “The seas divide, but
the skies unite,” and for the five years the
school was in operation, the United States

and Britain were united in the risky task
of getting pilots ready for war. 

British poet Rupert Brooke likely had
never heard of Terrell when he wrote, “If
I should die, think only this of me: That
there’s some corner of a foreign field that
is forever England.” In Oakland Memorial
Park, the RAF Cemetery remains forever
England. It is the burial place for 20
cadets who died in Terrell—19 in training
accidents.

Jan Adamson is a writer in Canton.

Info: No. 1 British Flying Training School Museum,
119 Silent Wings Blvd., Terrell; (972) 524-1714;
bftsmuseum.org.

“The Royal Air Force in Texas” (University of
North Texas Press, 2003) by Tom Killebrew
chronicles the British pilots’ experience in Terrell.

Flights of Our Fathers fly-in celebrates the
training school September 20-21.
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TRAINING IN TERRELL: Thousands of British pilots
learned to fly at the six civilian training
schools in the United States during World War
II. The first and largest of these schools was in
Terrell, east of Dallas. Americans joined the
British flying students after the U.S. entered
the war when Pearl Harbor was attacked.



TexasCoopPower.com22 Texas Co-op Power August 2014

Observations

The sun had set more than 30 minutes
earlier, and the room is all but dark. Barely
enough light filters through the screens
to silhouette the four people congregating
in the middle.

“OK, Ellie, grab this chain and pull on
it—not too hard.”

With an audible “click” from the ceil-
ing, she can now see clearly the face behind
the voice, which came from her husband.
Standing beside her are a much older man
and woman. Each has a turn yanking the
chain so they all can see what it’s like to
make the dark suddenly give way to light.

“By Ned, what’ll they think of next?”
says the older man.

That scene took place in the late 1930s,
and I, of course, can only guess at the
astonishment expressed over a bare light-
bulb. But, safe to say, it must have seemed
like a miracle.

Brighter futures for my parents and
their neighbors east of Roane became pos-
sible with the first meeting of Navarro
County Electric Cooperative on November
26, 1937. Within a year or so, they would
benefit from the co-op’s initial request to
the Rural Electrification Administration
for $100,000 to string 92 miles of line. A
plus for my mom was the opportunity to
attend the co-op’s annual meeting. She
enjoyed the socializing and the thrill of
winning a door prize.

Mom and Dad married just days ahead
of the Great Depression and settled in with
her parents on a tenant farm way out in
the cotton patches of North Central Texas.
For the next eight or nine years, no one in
the house paid any utility bills. There were

no utilities! Water for the cistern ran off
the roof, wood was free if they cut it them-
selves, and kerosene came in a can from
the general store. Even after they clicked
on that first light, my parents never paid
an “electric” bill. They always called it the
“light” bill.

Makes good sense. When the REA high
line tied into their house, a few lights were
all they had to turn on. For a while, that
was enough to marvel over. And this con-
venience came with a bonus—light from a
wire instead of a fire. After the switch, they
no longer had to worry about knocking
over a kerosene lamp and burning down
the house. They’d lived through that hor-
ror several years earlier. 

Yes, Depression-era people always
seemed to carry a special reverence for one
of the simplest electrical devices—the
incandescent bulb. But they gladly wel-
comed other conveniences that followed.
For my parents, the first was a refrigerator
to replace the icebox, much to the dismay
of the ice deliveryman. Dad rolled a wringer
washer onto the back porch in 1945, making
it easier for Mom to wash the diapers she
kept pinning on a new baby boy. 

I was old enough before we moved to
Dad’s home place, in 1951, to take note of
two other plug-ins at the rental house. One
was a boxy AM radio stationed on a table
in a corner of the living room. With pro-
grams like “The Lone Ranger” or “Fibber
McGee and Molly” on the air, the radio
was a magnet. It seems that to listen to
the radio back then, folks also had to be
able to see it. The new addition replaced a
battery-powered console receiver, which

Electrification invited many
improvements into my parents’
home, but they forever revered
the humble incandescent bulb

BY RICHARD L. FLUKER

Paying the
‘Light’ Bill
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very likely joined the laundry washboard
as a castaway.

The same fate awaited the paper
funeral-home fans that had been my fam-
ily’s only defense against the sweltering
summers. Instead of burning calories to
keep the fan fluttering back and forth, they
plugged in an Emerson oscillating fan and
let it stir the hot air around. It worked
pretty well if they were close enough for
the moving air to evaporate their sweat.

Refrigerator, washer, radio, fan—all
making life better and the meter run a lit-
tle faster. Still, my parents paid the light
bill and continued to do so even while
plugging in more and more conveniences
in the newly remodeled home place. The
first appliance to go on a new kitchen
counter was a Sunbeam Mixmaster, which
I still have!

It has plenty of company. In my current
home, I’ve counted no fewer than 62
devices that require an outlet. And every
time I thought I was finished, something
in the back of a cabinet (heating pad) or
outside in a closet (soldering iron) came
to mind.

Many items in my inventory are elec-
trified versions of things that have been
around for a good many decades: iron,
sewing machine, saw, coffee pot, guitar,
even a pencil sharpener. My parents, from
a pre-REA perspective, would see many of
today’s plug-ins as a newfangled replace-
ment for something they had sweated over. 

Mom and Dad did live long enough to
at least hear of a personal computer, but
it had no place in their universe. “All I need
is this journal and a sharp pencil,” Dad
might say. And if they could walk into my
house now, one of them would surely ask
about that black thing with all the blue
and green lights over on that table. Well,
Mom, it’s a router. What’s it for? Well … 

So what’s next? It’s a safe bet that right
now some visionary is pecking on a com-
puter or tinkering in a shop as he or she
perfects the next big thing to plug in. Or 
it might even be a little thing. Whatever
the scale or size, years from now the fruits
of that genius will make some task easier
or faster or safer. Maybe we’ll be around
to buy one. In spite of our imagination, 
it could be as foreign to us as a router
would have been to my parents. But it will
happen, and that new wonder, like all the
others, will help make our lives better in
some way.

As long as we keep paying the light bill.
Richard L. Fluker lives in Marshall.SC
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Clogged, Backed—up Septic System…Can anything Restore It?
DEAR DARRYL: My home 
is about 10 years old, and so 
is my septic system.  I have 
always taken pride in keeping 
my home and property in top 
shape.  In fact, my neighbors 
and I are always kidding each 
other about who keeps their home and yard nicest.  Lately, however, I have 
had a horrible smell in my yard, and also in one of my bathrooms, coming 
from the shower drain.  My grass is muddy and all the drains in my home 
are very slow.
  
My wife is on my back to make the bathroom stop smelling and as you can 
imagine, my neighbors are having a field day, kidding me about the mud 
pit and sewage stench in my yard.   It’s humiliating.   I called a plumber 
buddy of mine, who recommended pumping (and maybe even replacing) 
my septic system.   But at the potential cost of thousands of dollars, I hate 
to explore that option. 
  
I tried the store bought, so called, Septic treatments out there, and they did 
Nothing to clear up my problem.  Is there anything on the market I can 
pour or flush into my system that will restore it to normal, and keep it 
maintained?

 Clogged and Smelly – Austin, TX

DEAR CLOGGED AND SMELLY: As a reader of my column, I am 
sure you are aware that I have a great deal of experience in this particular 
field.  You will be glad to know that there IS a septic solution that will 
solve your back-up and effectively restore your entire system from interior 
piping throughout the septic system and even unclog the drain field as 
well.  SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs deliver your 
system the fast active bacteria and enzymes needed to liquefy solid waste 
and free the clogs causing your back-up.  

This fast-acting bacteria multiplies within minutes of application and is 
specifically designed to withstand many of today’s anti-bacterial cleaners, 
soaps and detergents. It comes in dissolvable plastic packs, that you just 
flush down your toilets.  It’s so cool.  Plus, they actually Guarantee that it 
restores ANY system, no matter how bad the problem is.

SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs are designed to 
work on any septic system regardless of design or age.  From modern day 
systems to sand mounds, and systems installed generations ago, I have 
personally seen SeptiCleanse unclog and restore these systems in a matter 
of weeks.  I highly recommend that you try it before spending any money 
on repairs.  SeptiCleanse products are available online at 
www.septicleanse.com or you can order or learn more by calling toll free 
at 1-888-899-8345.   If you use the promo code “DARTX11”, you can 
get a free shock treatment, added to your order, which normally costs 
$169.   So, make sure you use that code when you call or buy online. 

Dear
Darryl
Dear
Darryl

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Old Faithful and Marathon provide hot water dependably, year-after-year,
without a worry. But, one is owned by the government. Fortunately,
Marathons are available from electric utilities. So now you can have your
very own “Old Faithful” efficiently providing hot water for a lifetime.

Marathon Water Heaters are proudly made in the USA  •  For more information, visit www.marathonheaters.com

Bailey EC

Bandera EC

Bowie-Cass EC

Central Texas EC

Central Valley EC

Concho Valley EC

Deaf Smith EC

Farmers EC, TX

Farmers EC, NM

Greenbelt EC

Hamilton EC

Heart of Texas EC

Lamb County EC

Lea County EC

Lighthouse EC

Lyntegar EC

Magic Valley EC

Medina EC

Mid-South Synergy

North Plains EC

Roosevelt EC

Rusk County EC

San Bernard EC

South Plains EC

Southwest Rural EA

Taylor EC

Victoria EC

Wharton EC

Wise EC

Marathon, America’s most
durable and efficient water
heater. Now available at these
member-owned cooperatives:

Have questions? Ready to buy? Call us!

1-866-390-4832



C G OUCHANGE YOUR LIFE...GU

“The best tool for 
maximum performance.”

Adam Rose
Natural Fitness Motivator 
Instagram: AdamRoseVision

®

GAMMARAY

*Offer valid for new customers only. Deferred billing for 30 days from the date shipped and is an option selec-
tion during checkout. Credit card authorization required. S&H nonrefundable. See website for details.

MULTI-DENSITY 
SOFT-CLEAT MIDSOLE

VSIII VERSOSHOCK® 
TRAMPOLINE HEEL

ENERGY PROPELS 
YOU FORWARD

ABSORBS 
HARMFUL SHOCK

CUSHIONS EVERY STEP

GRIP FOR 
TAKE-OFF

 
GREATER THAN 82% DIFFERENCE 

IN SHOCK ABSORPTION

  >82%

SHOCK ABSORBTION 

VersoShock® EVA 
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The Ultimate Shock Absorbing Footwear. 
Featured in hundreds of magazines, on radio 
and TV nationwide, G-Defy® shoes change 
lives every day. Now the NEW Gamma Ray 
is taking comfort and performance to the 
next level with the all new VS3 VersoShock® 

sole. Stay 
active longer 
and enjoy life 
more than 
ever before!

A Decade of Science in Every Pair. 
Found exclusively in G-Defy® footwear, the 
patented VersoShock® system was developed 
by Impact Research Technology. It absorbs 
harmful impact relieving discomfort from 
every step before returning energy that 
propels you forward. These shoes are 

Feel Weightless. 
The VersoShock® system’s energy return 
makes you feel lighter, like you’re walking on 
clouds. Standing, walking, and running has 
become easy than ever before. Now nothing 
can hold you back.

“I wear mine every day…
they are a godsend…my 

knees and legs are so 
happy…thank you

Gravity Defyer!” -Colleen N.

Gamma Ray $129.95
MEN · Sizes 7.5-15 WOMEN · Sizes 5-11

Call (800) 429-0039
GravityDefyer.com/MQ8HFV2

We guarantee that they will change your life, 
or simply return them and pay nothing.

TRY A PAIR

FREE FOR 30 DAYS!
OR 

3 PAYMENTS OF $43.32
PLUS

FREE SHIPPING 
FREE RETURNS · FREE EXCHANGES

USE COUPON: MQ8HFV2

TB9016MWS
WHITE/WHITE

TB9016FRI
RED/S ILVER

TB9016MBB
BLACK/WHITE

TB9016FLP
BLACK/PURPLE

TB9016MLR
BLACK/RED

TB9016FWU
WHITE/BLUE

TB9016MWU
WHITE/BLUE

TB9016FRP
GRAY/PURPLE

MEDIUM WIDTHS MEDIUM WIDTHS

MEDIUM & WIDE WIDTHS MEDIUM & WIDE WIDTHS

   Stay comfortable 
and active
Support and 
protect your body
Stand and walk 
with greater ease
Appear taller

ABSORBS 
Harmful Shock
PROPELS 
You Forward

New
VS3 SHOCK 
ABSORBING SOLE
Multi-density 
Soft-cleat midsole grips 
for intense cornering. 



After shopping for rare gems all day at the Las Vegas Jewelry
Show, I hit the poker room with a short stack of chips. Right

away, I’m dealt a pair of nines. Another two show up on the flop.
I pushed in my chips and declare myself, “All in.” I win big with
four-of-a-kind every single time. And now, so can you ...     

Our DiamondAura® Teardrop Pendants are spectacular fusions
of science and art. Each of these four lab-created beauties sparkles
with even more fire than their mined gemstone cousins. But unlike
a 4-carat, near-flawless emerald, diamond, ruby, or sapphire, our
Teardrop Pendants won’t cost you a fortune to own. Thanks to
this exclusive offer from Stauer, you can bring home any single
DiamondAura® Teardrop Pendant for ONLY $99... or go “All
In” and get ALL FOUR for ONLY $99!

The ingenious process behind DiamondAura takes the intense heat
and pressure used to form gems in nature and replicates it in the
laboratory. The stunning end result is a man-made stone with
brighter flashes of fire and a near-flawless clarity found only in the
rarest, most expensive gems on Earth! Each 4⅓-carat lab-created
teardrop is set in .925 sterling silver and dangles from a sparkling
bail studded with white DiamondAura rounds. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If it’s not love at first sight?
No problem. Simply return the DiamondAura Teardrop Pendants
within 60 days for a full refund of your purchase price. But we’re
betting that once you’re flush with more than 17 scintillating carats
of color, the last thing you’ll want to do is fold! 

Stauer®
14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. TPC15 -02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com Rating of A+

4 1/3 ctw lab-created color teardrop DiamondAura® • Luxurious .925 sterling silver setting • 18" chain sold separately

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

DiamondAura® Teardrop Pendant Collection
A. Emerald Green $99 +s&p
B. Diamond White $99 +s&p
C. Ruby Red $99 +s&p
D. Sapphire Blue $99 +s&p

All Four Pendants $396 Only $99 +s&p Save $297!

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-888-870-9514
Your Offer Code: TPC
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

A.

B.

C.

D.

TAKE 75% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your insider
OFFER CODE

Go “All In” With Four-of-a-Kind
Deal yourself a winning hand with our DiamondAura® Teardrop Pendant

Collection—yours for ONLY $99!

Exclusive Four-of-a-Kind Offer—

Buy One... Get 3 FREE!
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M A R K E T P L A C EM A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINER SALES
SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

NATIONAL BARN
1.800.582.2276

C O M P A N Y

      
DUCTLESS A/C HP SYSTEMS 

• Eliminate those noisy inefficient window units! 
• Replace that old dirty central A/C system! 
• Energy efficient up to 20+ SEER 
• Save up to 30% or more on your electric bill 
• Improved Air Quality/Extremely Quiet 
• Cools and Heats – No Furnace Required 
• Affordable / Financing Available (w.a.c.) 

 
 

         Call Toll Free 800-228-1265 

           www.atlanticservice.com 
 

       6525 Baker Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76118 

Discover what the rest of the world has known  
for years; all the advantages of ductless split 
systems. Call us today for a free estimate. 

40 x 50 x 10 =  $8,637.00
40 x 60 x 12 = $10,362.00
50 x 75 x 12 = $14,376.00
60 x 80 x 14 = $18,153.00

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $46,824.00
PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

1-800-509-4949
www.accessiblebuildings.com
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Giving Y ou the Power to Build Today

Custom Design | Flexible Financing 
Quality Construction | Affordable Insurance

Personalized Service

Want to build a new 
home on your land?

We can help!

Texas
Austin

Beaumont
Cleveland

Corpus Christi
Dallas

Fort Worth
Houston

Rosenberg
San Antonio

Sherman
Terrell

Texarkana
Tyler

100% FINANCING
FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

ubh.com
888.562.4824
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Personalized Service
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Quality Construction | Af
Custom Design | Flexible Financing 
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Personalized Service
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dable InsuranceforQuality Construction | Af
Custom Design | Flexible Financing 

  

Toll Free 1-888-875-8233
F a x :  9 4 0 - 4 8 4 - 6 7 4 6   e m a i l :  info@rhinobldg.com

W e b s i t e :  w w w. R H I N O B L D G . C O M

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design.

Farm • Industrial •Commercial

VISIT

OUR

WEBSITE

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES & GALVALUME ROOF

ASK ABOUT

OUR 

ARENAS

(Local codes may affect prices)

25 YEAR COLOR WARRANTY

Based In 
Texas

30’ x 50’ x 10’........$8,985
40’ x 60’ x 12’........$12,490
50’ x 75’ x 14.........$17,999
60’ x 100’ x 12’......$24,400
100’ x 150’ x 14’....$57,800
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Texas History

A Most Rugged Route Travel by stagecoach in the
1850s was dangerous and unpleasant, yet it was the fastest and safest
option available at the time in West Texas BY GEORGE MULLINS

After leaving San Antonio, there was
not a single house or settlement between
Fort Clark (present-day Del Rio) and San
Elizario (near El Paso) until 1856. At least
two weeks were required to cross this 550-
mile expanse, and meeting an occasional
California-bound wagon train provided
the only contact with civilization. 

A typical mail train consisted of one or
two heavy wagons and a coach for passen-
gers, with six or more men armed with
rifles and repeating pistols as escorts.

A California newspaper recommended
these supplies for the trip: “one Sharps
rifle and a hundred cartridges; a Colt’s
Navy revolver and two pounds of balls; a
knife and sheath; a pair of thick boots and
woolen pants; a half-dozen pair of thick
woolen socks; six undershirts; three
woolen over-shirts; a wide-awake hat; a
cheap sack coat; a soldier’s overcoat; one
pair of blankets summer and two in winter;
a piece of India rubber cloth for blankets;
a pair of gauntlets; a small bag of needle
and pins, a sponge, hair brush, comb, soap,
etc., in an oil-silk bag; two pairs of thick
drawers, and three or four towels.” These
supplies counted toward the 40 pounds of
baggage included in the ticket price; how-
ever, because passengers were expected to
help fend off the hostile American Indians
who often harassed the trains, the weight
limit exempted firearms.

Conditions were not much improved in
1859 when George F. Pierce, a minister
traveling to San Diego from Georgia,
described on May 20 the ritual of meal-
times away from a station or other shelter
(“Life and Times of George F. Pierce,” Han-
cock Publishing Company, 1888): 

“On stopping, all the employees of the
stage-line spread themselves in quest of
fuel. A few dry sticks were soon gathered,
the fire kindled, the kettle put on, and water
heated; an old bag is brought from its rest-
ing place in the stage boot. Its open mouth
laid upon the ground, the other end is seized
and suddenly lifted, and out comes tin-cups

and plates, iron-spoons, knives and forks,
helter-skelter; another bag rolls slowly out,
containing the bread; presently another
cloth is unrolled, and a piece of beef
appears. Now a box is brought forth, the lid
is raised, and we behold coffee, tea, sugar,
salt, pepper, and pickles—a goodly supply.” 

Then “the ground coffee is put in, water
poured on, and all well shaken—the coals
are ready and the pot boils. By this time
the frying-pan is hot, the lard melted, the
meat sliced, and soon our senses are
regaled by the hissing urn and the simmer-
ing flesh. ... the table-cloth of many colors,
all inclined to dark, as innocent of water
as the loom that made it, is spread upon
the ground. Plates, tin-cups, knives and
forks are arranged in order, and Ramon
announces: ‘Supper ready, gentlemen.’ All
hands gather about ‘the cloth,’ oblivious of
dirt, careless of dainties, and the neces-
saries of life disappear very rapidly. The
fragments are left for the prairie wolf and
the birds of the air; the cloth is shaken …

the unwashed instruments are boxed and
bagged, and we are ready to travel.” 

About half past 10 in the evening they
camped on a hill, providing the “watch”
with a view for miles around. The stage
“was soon converted into a bed-chamber
for Mrs. Pierce and (daughter) Ann. By a
judicious arrangement of trunks and cush-
ions a bed was made—the curtains were
buttoned down—the wife and child laid
down; I wrapped my travelling blanket
around me and slept soundly. The gentle-
men all spread their cloaks, shawls, and
blankets on the ground, aye, even the dirty
road—for fear of ‘the snakes in the grass’—
and, as they reported in the morning,
rested well.” 

This routine was repeated every day for
at least two weeks on the route from San
Antonio to El Paso.

One can’t help but wonder how we 21st-
century Americans would have fared on
such a lengthy and trying journey. 

George Mullins is an Austin writer.JO
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Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month 
promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation fee may apply.  
Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7; Super Joey, $10. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two additional channels. With addition of Super Joey record a total of four additional channels. 
Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, NBC and FOX recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment 
comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/
mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. Requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. After 24 months, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is 
$165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: 
Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified 
former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 1/16/15. 

© 2014 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. DR_11517_13439

Call today and save BIG!
1-888-436-6357

FREE HD
for 24 months Available with qualifying packages.

FREE INSTALLATION
in up to 6 rooms

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualifi cation. 

ACT NOW AND ALSO GET:

Offer subject to change based on premium channel availability.

FREE PREMIUM CHANNELS
for 3 months 

BUNDLE AND SAVE WITH DISH  
Ask how you can save $10/mo.
WITH DISHNET HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

GET MORE 
FOR LESS

•  Watch all your live and recorded TV anywhere

• Instantly skip commercials

•  Store up to 2,000 hours of your favorite shows

•  Record up to 8 different shows at the same time*    

*Requires Super Joey.
Features must be enabled by customer. Available with qualifying packages. Monthly fees 
apply:  Hopper, $12; Joey, $7; Super Joey, $10. Requires Internet connection.

FREE HOPPER UPGRADE
UNBEATABLE WHOLE-HOME HD DVR

190+ Channels55+ Channels

Smart Pack

$32
PROMOTIONAL 

PRICES START AT

FOR 12 MONTHS. 
NOT ELIGIBLE FOR
 HOPPER OR HD.

LIM
ITED-TIM

E

OFFER!

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualifi cation. 

190+ Channels190+ Channels

America’s Top 120

$54
ACT NOW

$29
240+ Channels240+ Channels

America’s Top 200

$69
ACT NOW

$39
290+ Channels290+ Channels

America’s Top 250

$79
ACT NOW

$44
CHOOSE YOUR PACKAGE AND SAVE!

FOR 12
MONTHS

FOR 12
MONTHS

FOR 12
MONTHS

STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. 
FROZEN © Disney Enterprises, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Recipes

The Homesick Texan’s Peach Ice Cream

      2   cups sliced, peeled peaches 
      1   cup granulated sugar, divided
      2   tablespoons fresh lemon juice
     ½   teaspoon ground cinnamon
      1   cup heavy cream
      2   cups half-and-half
     ¼   cup packed brown sugar
     4   egg yolks
      1   teaspoon vanilla extract

›            Toss the peaches with ¾ cup of the granulated
sugar, lemon juice and cinnamon. Cover, refrig-
erate and let macerate for 2 to 8 hours or until
softened.

›            Divide the peach mixture in half. Pour half the
mixture, peaches and liquid, into a blender or
food processor and puree until smooth. Gen-
tly mash the other half and then refrigerate.

›            To make the ice cream base, pour the peach
puree into a saucepan and add the cream,
half-and-half, remaining ¼ cup granulated
sugar and brown sugar. Cook over medium low heat
until warm but not boiling, 3 to 5 minutes. 

›            Meanwhile, combine the egg yolks with the vanilla and
beat. Take the cream mixture off the heat, mix ½ cup of
the cream mixture into the beaten egg yolks, then add
the egg yolk mixture back into the pot with the rest of
the cream mixture. 

›            While stirring, continue to cook until the mixture is
slightly thickened and coats the back of a spoon, about 
2 minutes. 

›            Refrigerate the ice cream base until cool, 2 to 4 hours.
›            Freeze mixture in an ice cream machine according to

the manufacturer’s instructions. Halfway through the
freezing process, pour in the reserved mashed peaches
and their syrup. Serve immediately if you want a softer

Just Chill Frozen desserts and sweet memories go hand in hand, so this month we asked cookbook
author and food writer Lisa Fain, a seventh-generation Texan living in New York, to share a few “frosty” Texas
memories. Fain, who pens the Homesick Texan blog, recalls Fourth of July parties centered around ice cream:
“Dad would make a large batch of homemade vanilla ice cream, and Mom would make her hot fudge sauce. The
two together were my favorite treat, and I looked forward to those summertime sundaes all year long.” 

Another sweet memory from Fain is the chocolate pie made by her grandmother, Jean Jernigan, a longtime
member of Grayson-Collin Electric Cooperative. “She’s been known to freeze it, which makes it taste like a choco-
late popsicle,” says Fain. Her reflections and recipes can be found at homesicktexan.com or in one of her cookbooks,
“The Homesick Texan Cookbook” (Hyperion, 2011), and her most recent, “The Homesick Texan’s 
Family Table: Lone Star Cooking from My Kitchen to Yours” (Ten Speed Press, 2014).

In keeping with our cool and refreshing theme, here is 
her recipe for The Homesick Texan’s Peach Ice Cream.

ANNA GINSBERG, FOOD EDITOR

ice cream, or chill in the freezer for 2 hours for a firmer
ice cream. Makes 1 quart.

Servings: 8. Serving size: 4 ounces. Per serving: 349 calories, 4.13 g 
protein, 19.27 g fat, 39.61 g carbohydrates, .68 g dietary fiber, 42 mg
sodium, 35.19 g sugars, 155 mg cholesterol

Anna’s Tips: Thawed frozen peaches may be used instead of fresh. To help
the cooked ice cream base cool faster, pour it into a 9-by-13-inch glass dish
instead of a bowl. 
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Recipes

Chocolate Almond Frozen Cream Sandwiches
LISA WILLIAMS | CENTRAL TEXAS EC

      8    ounces cream cheese, softened
      2    tablespoons dark cocoa powder
      3    tablespoons powdered sugar, divided
      1    cup marshmallow creme
     ¾   cup heavy whipping cream

   28    chocolate wafers
     ⅔   cup finely chopped smoked almonds 
      1    tablespoon sifted powdered sugar

›            Place cream cheese in medium bowl and mix in the
cocoa and 2 tablespoons powdered sugar until smooth.
Beat in marshmallow creme until blended. 

›            In another medium bowl, beat whipping cream until
medium peaks form. Fold into chocolate mixture. Place
in freezer 1 hour. 

›            Using a standard ice cream scoop, scoop out filling and
place each scoop on one of 14 wafers, placing remaining
14 wafers on top, pressing gently to flatten filling just to
edges. 

›            Gently roll edges of sandwiches in almonds, covering
filling completely, and place on serving tray. 

›            Cover tray loosely with foil and place in freezer for 
2 hours or until firm. Dust with remaining powdered
sugar just before serving. 

›            Keep unused portions in freezer.

Servings: 14. Serving size: 1 sandwich. Per serving: 251 calories, 3.67 g
protein, 14.19 g fat, 26.23 g carbohydrates, 1.37 g dietary fiber, 152 mg
sodium, 13.79 g sugars, 35 mg cholesterol

Cook’s Tip: My three boys always loved eating creamy sandwiches like these
that my mom used to make. I put a little twist on them by using cream
cheese and chocolate. They are perfect for an easy dessert at a party.

Nana’s Frozen Dessert
NICOLE WASTE | COSERV ELECTRIC

      1    pint whipping cream
      1    teaspoon vanilla
     ⅔   cup granulated sugar
    18   almond macaroon cookies
      1   cup chopped pecans
      1   quart lemon-lime sherbet
      1   quart raspberry ice cream

›            Whip cream until stiff, then add vanilla and sugar. 
›            Crumble macaroons and mix crumbs with pecans. Add

to whipped cream mixture. 
›            Divide half of mixture, pat into bottom of 9-by-13-inch

pan and freeze. Refrigerate remaining half of whipped
cream/crumb mixture.

›            Smooth lemon-lime sherbet over whipped cream/crumb
layer and freeze. 

›            Smooth raspberry ice cream over sherbet layer and
freeze. 

›            Top with remaining half of whipped cream/crumb 
mixture and freeze. 

Servings: 16. Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 360 calories, 3.33 g protein,
21.9 g fat, 37.81 g carbohydrates, 3.09 g dietary fiber, 78 mg sodium,
29.15 g sugars, 20 mg cholesterol

Cook’s Tip: Sherbet or sorbet is a reasonable substitute for the raspberry ice
cream. 

AMBER GUTSCHLAG | GRAYSON-COLLIN EC
Frozen Treats Contest Winner: Buttery
pecans, toasted coconut and a drizzle of
caramel make this pie irresistible. And as a
bonus, the recipe makes two pies! Keep one for
yourself and give the other to a friend. 

Friendship Pie

     ¼   cup butter or margarine
      7   ounces flaked coconut
     ½   cup chopped pecans
     8   ounces cream cheese, softened
      1   can (14 ounces) sweetened condensed milk
    16   ounces frozen whipped topping, thawed
      2   9-inch pastry shells, baked
      1   jar (12 ounces) caramel ice cream topping
           Pecan halves for garnish

›            Melt butter or margarine in a large skillet. Add
coconut and pecans and cook until golden, stirring
frequently. Set mixture aside and let cool slightly. 

›            Combine cream cheese and condensed milk, beat-
ing at medium speed with an electric mixer until
smooth. Fold in whipped topping. 

›            Layer ¼ of cream cheese mixture in each pastry
shell. Drizzle ¼ of caramel topping over each pie.
Sprinkle ¼ coconut mixture evenly over each pie.
Repeat layers with remaining cream cheese mix-
ture, caramel topping and coconut mixture. 

›            Garnish with pecan halves if desired. 
›            Cover and freeze pies at least 8 hours. Let frozen

pies stand at room temperature 5 minutes before
slicing. 

Servings: 16. Serving size: 1 slice. Per serving: 592 calories, 6.39 g
protein, 38.66 g fat, 53.73 g carbohydrates, 3.73 g dietary fiber,
279 mg sodium, 21.9 g sugars, 31 mg cholesterol

$100 Recipe Contest
January’s recipe contest topic is Your Favorite Casseroles. Share the
creative ways you combine any ingredients on hand into quick and deli-
cious new dishes. The deadline is August 10.
There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th
Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and phone number, plus your
co-op and the name of the contest you are entering. 
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S P O N S O R E D  B Y

T E X A S  P E C A N  B O A R D
Order your Texas Pecans today 
at TexasPecans.org.

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com. Each entry MUST include your name, address and phone number, plus the name of your Texas elec-
tric cooperative, or it will be disqualified. Specify which category you are entering, Sweet, Savory or Pecan Pie, on each recipe. Send entries to:
Texas Co-op Power/Holiday Recipe Contest, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You can fax recipes to (512) 763-3401. Up to three
entries are allowed per co-op membership. Each should be submitted on a separate piece of paper if mailed or faxed. Mailed entries can all be
in one envelope. No email entries will be accepted. For official rules, visit TexasCoopPower.com. Entry deadline: August 10, 2014.

The versatile, tasty pecan lends itself to every course, covering every part of a 

meal, from savory beginnings to sweet endings, including the timeless pecan pie.

Send us your best ORIGINAL Texas pecan recipes. (These are recipes you develop, not ones
copied from a friend or found in a book or magazine.) Show us how you use Texas pecans to
create a Savory Dish, a Sweet Dish or your Best Pecan Pie. All recipes must include pecans
(Texas pecans are our favorite). Winners will be featured in our December 2014 issue. Enter
by August 10, 2014, at TexasCoopPower.com. 

Go to TexasCoopPower.com for details and official rules.

2012 Holiday Recipe Contest $2,000 Grand Prizewinner
Rita Lutz shows off her Texas Pecan Butterscotch Cake.
Get the recipe at TexasCoopPower.com.

Do you have a new twist on the classic pecan pie?
We Want To See Your Nuttiest Recipe!

1 0 T H  A N N U A L  H O L I D A Y  R E C I P E  C O N T E S T

$5,000 in Prizes
$2,500 Grand Prizewinner  • One $500 Best Pecan Pie Winner
Two $500 Best Savory Dish Winners  • Two $500 Best Sweet Dish Winners

DEADLINE :

AUGUST 10

Lemon Fruit Freeze
DIANNE BUTLER | TRINITY VALLEY EC

     ½   cup butter, melted
     ⅓   cup sugar
      2   cups graham cracker crumbs
      1   can (14 ounces) sweetened condensed milk
     ½   cup lemon juice
      1   can (21 ounces) lemon pie filling
      1   can (17 ounces) fruit cocktail, well drained
      2   cups whipped topping

›            Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
›            Mix melted butter with sugar, then graham cracker

crumbs, reserving ¼ cup of mixture for garnish. 
›            Press onto bottom of 9-by-13-inch dish and bake 8 min-

utes. Remove from oven and cool. 
›            In a large bowl, mix condensed milk and lemon juice.

Mix in pie filling and fruit cocktail. 
›            Pour mixture over crust. Top with whipped topping and

reserved crumb mixture. 
›            Freeze 4 hours. Remove from freezer about 20 minutes

before serving.

Servings: 16. Serving size: 6 ounces. Per serving: 280 calories, 3.07 g
protein, 10.66 g fat, 43.79 g carbohydrates, 1.2 g dietary fiber, 103 mg
sodium, 33.57 g sugars, 23 mg cholesterol

Frozen Fruit Salad
ANNA DUNCUM | BARTLETT EC

     ⅔   cup sugar
     8   ounces cream cheese, softened
    10   ounces frozen strawberries
      1   can (22 ounces) crushed pineapple, drained
      1   cup chopped pecans
   1-3   sliced bananas
     8   ounces whipped topping

›            Mix first four items in a mixing bowl. 
›            Stir in pecans and bananas. 
›            Fold in whipped topping. 
›            Freeze in a large dish.

Servings: 14. Serving size: 6 ounces.
Per serving: 295 calories, 3.13 g pro-
tein, 20.32 g fat, 25.46 g carbohydrates,
2.78 g dietary fiber, 57 mg sodium, 20.61 g
sugars, 17 mg cholesterol

Web Extras on TexasCoopPower.com 
Check out more winners from our Frozen Treats Contest, plus hundreds
more recipes in our archives.
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LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT500 Stores

Nationwide
LIFETIME

WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher, open 
box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 
days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at 
our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. 
Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

FREE

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

VALUE
 $999 

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions of dollars in our 
own state-of-the-art quality test labs and 
millions more in our factories. So our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for a fraction 
of the price because we cut out the middle 
man and pass the savings on to you. 
It’s just that simple! Come visit one of our 
500 Stores Nationwide and see why now 
more than ever…

If You Buy Your Tools Anywhere Else, 
You’re Throwing Your Money Away!

•  We'll Beat Any Competitor’s Price 
    Within 1 Year Of Purchase
•  No Hassle Return Policy
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Customers and Experts Agree 
Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE

$16999
REG. PRICE $249.99

5000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
 LOT NO. 68144

61384/61605 

Item 68144 
shownSAVE 

$80

900 PEAK/
800 RUNNING WATTS

2 HP (63 CC)
GAS GENERATOR

LOT NO.  66619
 60338/69381

 $9999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

SAVE 
$80

Item 
69381 
shown

SAVE 
$80

17 FT. TYPE 1A 
MULTI-TASK 

LADDER

 $11999 
REG. PRICE $199 .99 

LOT NO.   67646  
• 300 lb. Capacity
• 23 Confi gurations

Item 60625 
shown

REG. PRICE $19.99
 $999 

LOT NO.  95578
69645 /60625

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

SAVE 
50% $99999 

14 HP, 30 GALLON, 180 PSI
TRUCK BED GAS POWERED 

AIR COMPRESSOR 
(420 CC)

LOT NO. 69324 
69784/56101

REG. PRICE 
$1799.99

Item  69324  shown

SAVE 
$800

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$9999
REG. 

PRICE 
$279.99

SAVE
$180

 $15999 

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

Item 
 95659 
shown 

LOT NO. 95659

61634/61952

Truckin’ Magazine

WINNER

• 580 lb. 

Capacity

SUPER
 

COUPON!

LARGE
LOT NO.  68497/61360 

MEDIUM
LOT NO.  68496 /61363

X-LARGE
LOT NO. 

 68498 /61359/37052

POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

 $649 
YOUR CHOICE!

REG. PRICE 
$10.99

Item 68498 shown

• 5 mil. 
thickness

SAVE 
40%

 $5999 
REG. PRICE $119 .99 

Item 68053 
shown

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

 LOT NO. 
68053 
69252
60569
62160

• 3-1/2 Pumps 
Lifts Most 
Vehicles

• Weighs 27 lbs.

"The Undisputed King of the Garage" 
– Four Wheeler Magazine

SAVE 
$60

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

REG. PRICE $34.99
 $2499 
$1999

SAVE
42%

YOUR 
CHOICE

 13 PIECE 1/2" DRIVE 

DEEP WALL IMPACT SOCKET SETS 
SAE

LOT NO. 

67903/69280

69333/69560

METRIC
LOT NO. 

67904/69279

69332/69561
Item 67903

shown

 $7999 REG. 
PRICE 

$129 .99 

 1500 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT NO.  68333 /69488

Item 
68333 
shown

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
40% REG. 

PRICE 
$59 .99  $3599 

Item 69340 shown

 MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

LOT NO.  69340/60790 
90305/61316

Welder and accessories 
sold separately.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 

be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 

purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 

coupon must be presented. Valid through 12/1/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON!

 $18999 
REG. PRICE 

$249. 99 

SAVE
$150

 1 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE

SHOP CRANE 

LOT NO. 

69445/69512/93840/61858

• Includes 

Ram, Hook 

and Chain

Item 
69512 
shown

$9999

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
ITEM 90899

98025/69096
Item 90899 

shown



TexasCoopPower.com

Upcoming Contests
October Issue: Family Deadline: August 10

November: Trains, Planes & Automobiles    December: Bad Santa Shots

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op affiliation, plus the contest topic and a brief
description of your photo. ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.
MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be
included if you want your entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not submit irreplaceable photo-
graphs—send a copy or duplicate. We do not accept entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot
be responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline. 

Focus on Texas

Refreshing Summers are no joke in Texas, so it
wasn’t surprising that when we asked for your
“refreshing” photos, we got many pictures of ways to
beat the heat—including celebrations of the indelible
mark that rain can leave on a Texas soul after so many
bitterly dry months. Top off your iced tea, and cool off
with us! ASHLEY CLARY-CARPENTER

o Erick Nelson, Pedernales EC, shows the cool respite that Hamilton
Pool Preserve offers so many Central Texans.

Heart of Texas EC’s Susan 
Green took a 45-minute trek 
off the beaten path in Colorado
Bend State Park to show us 
Gorman Falls. a

o Morgan, 4, daughter of Kristin Coleman, Medina EC, welcomes long-
awaited rain.

Web Extras on TexasCoopPower.com 
Check out more photos. We won’t even ask you to freshen up first.

o Five-year-old Bryce Rinn cools
off on a June day. Dad Russell,
Bartlett EC, shared the moment.

g Bluebonnet EC’s Tiffany
Williams says that boys will 
be boys after capturing her 
husband, Dave, and son, Tate,
enjoying some much-needed 
rain in Cedar Creek.
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Around Texas Get Going > This is just a sampling of the events  

14 
Huntsville Diva Night, (936) 295-8113,
chamber.huntsville.tx.us

Levelland Movie on the Square,
(806) 894-3157, levellandtexas.org

15 
New Braunfels [15–17] Lone Star Gourd
Festival, (337) 376-9690, meetnb.com

Denton [15–23] North Texas Fair and Rodeo,
(940) 387-2632, ntfair.com

16 
Palestine United Way Learning Festival 
& Launch Party, (903) 727-8798, 
eastcentraltexasunitedway.org

West National Wild Turkey Federation
Hunter Appreciation Banquet,
(254) 855-6080

23 
Early Skeet Shoot, 1-877-643-7243, 
earlychamber.com

Jasper [23–24] Gem & Mineral Show,
(409) 384-3974, pinecountry-gms.org

August
08
Marble Falls [08-10] LakeFest Drag Boat
Race, (830) 693-2815, marblefallslakefest.com

09
Athens Bird and Nature Walk,
(903) 676-2277, athenstx.org

Brenham Chappell Hill Lavender & Wine
Fest, (979) 251-8114, chappellhilllavender.com

Eden Green Apple Market Days,
(325) 869-2211, edentexas.com

Lufkin Family Day & Smokey Bear Birthday
Celebration, (936) 632-9535, treetexas.com

Jonestown [August 23] (512) 339-9432,
swiftfest.org

This is a music festival wrapped around a bird-
ing celebration. Witness the ‘swift drop,’ when
hundreds of chimney swifts make their nightly
tornado-like descent into the Jones and Carter
cistern. And enjoy live music, nature-themed
vendors and good eats.

Pick of the Month
Swift Fest

August 8
Marble Falls
LakeFest Drag Boat Race

®

LOW COST
Mobile Home Insurance
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Call For A Custom Quote

8005220146

WOOWL
e HliboM

  
  
  

  
    

 

OW C
usne Imoe H

  
  
  

  
    

 

TS
ecnaru

  
  
  

  
    

 

  
  
  

  
    

 

elpmCo
iorepuS

e ohg tnidulcn(I
yay psaE

duedwoL

sequot
e&eerF

ind

  
  
  

  
    

 

egarraeovcete
eicvresrio

)sdrat Ciderf Cn ooitpe o
snalt pnemy

selibtcdu
e nilnoysae

  
  
  

  
    

 

  
  
  

  
    

 

169
s rrsenwwn

elleiboM
g 

in

225008
om Qstuor A Cl FlaC

dst.www

  
  
  

  
    

 

m

6140
euotom Q

oc.sin



TexasCoopPower.com August 2014   Texas Co-op Power 37

28
La Grange [28–31] Fayette County Fair,
(979) 968-3911, fayettecountyfair.org

29
Bandera [29–31] Celebrate Bandera,
(830) 796-4447, celebratebandera.com

Bedford [29–31] Blues & BBQ Labor Day
Weekend Festival, (817) 952-2323, 
bedfordbluesfest.com

30 
Brownsville Freddie Gomez Conjunto 
Concert, (956) 545-8446, conjunto.org

Garrison Lions Club/Special Projects 
Homecoming, (936) 347-2693

September
06
Bonham Autumn in Bonham Bike Ride,
(903) 583-4811, bonhamchamber.com

Winnsboro [6–7] Greater Northeast Texas
Fall Gun Show, (903) 342-3666, winnsboro.com

07
McKinney Ropes Course Adventure Day,
(972) 562-5566, ext. 234, heardmuseum.org

Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
October by August 10, and it just might be
featured in this calendar! 

September 6
Bonham
Autumn in Bonham 
Bike Ride

August 28
La Grange
Fayette County Fair

CO U N TY  FA I R :  I M AG E  CO PY R I G H T  S E N A I  A KS OY,  U S E D  U N D E R  L I C E N S E  F R O M  S H U T T E R STO C K .CO M .  B I K E  R I D E :  I M AG E  CO PY R I G H T  P R E SS M A ST E R ,  U S E D  U N D E R  L I C E N S E  F R O M  S H U T T E R STO C K .CO M

TEXAS MEDICAL PLANS

1-888-888-6698

50th Annual Harper Frontier Days 
Labor Day Weekend

August 29-31
Domino tournament, 
washer pitching, kid 

meal, rodeo, dance to 

Serving 48 counties in Texas

Farm or Ranch 

Operating Expenses

Buying, Refinancing, 

or Building a Country Home

Financing 

for Agribusiness
Purchasing 

Equipment

Purchasing 

Recreational Property

Purchasing 

Rural Real Estate

Financing Your

PIECE of TEXAS

LoneStarAgCredit.com
800.530.1252

             

Browse hundreds of events from around the state at

TexasCoopPower.com/events

GAS UP AND GO!GAS UP AND GO!

and festivals around Texas. For a complete listing, please visit TexasCoopPower.com/events.
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Hit the Road Abilene

When the Abilene mayor cracked
open “Santa Calls” by William Joyce for a
children’s book reading in 1993, he had no
idea the story put his city in the spotlight. 

Yet there on Page 1 , Joyce presents the
young protagonist, Art Atchinson Aimes-
worth. He wears a cowboy hat and is from
Abilene, Texas. 

“Naturally, I was pleased that Abilene
was selected as the site for this particular
book,” says Gary McCaleb, who served as
mayor from 1990 to 1999.

After that fateful story time, McCaleb’s
staff contacted the author and illustrator,
who lives in Louisiana. “I just wanted to
know why and how he had chosen Abi-
lene,” McCaleb said. “He could have made
up a name or he could have picked another
name.”

Joyce explained that he had never been
to Abilene and didn’t know anyone there,
McCaleb recalls. He “just wanted it to be a
real place where a kid could grow up on an
‘Animal Phantasmagoria,’ whatever that is.”  

Joyce soon visited Abilene and
befriended the mayor. Together, they
devised a plan based on this notion artic-
ulated by Joyce: “Children’s literature is

the first literature and the first art that
children are exposed to. It should be good.
And when it is, it should be given respect.”

That was the happy beginning of the
National Center for Children’s Illustrated
Literature, established in 1997 to show-
case original art from books that would
inspire children to read and appreciate
art. At that time, the NCCIL was the only
center in the country to focus exclusively
on children’s illustrated literature.

Now housed in a renovated building in
the historic district, the center is hosting
its 53rd exhibit. “William Joyce: A Guardian
of Childhood” runs through September.
This is the second time Joyce’s art has
graced the NCCIL (pronounced nickel).

The artist’s works include the picture
books “George Shrinks,” “Dinosaur Bob”
and “The Guardians of Childhood” series,
made into the DreamWorks Animation
film “Rise of the Guardians” in 2012. 
His portfolio also boasts the creation of
animated shorts, a video game and co-
winning a 2012 Oscar for the short film,
“The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris
Lessmore.” 

“Joyce, I’ve heard him speak several

times,” says Debbie Lillick, NCCIL exec-
utive director. “And his imagination is
like—woo-hoo!” She waves her arm up and
out to indicate a place far, far away. His
ability to dream combined with the depth
and detail in his work, she says, makes him
a real artist.

For the NCCIL exhibit, original images
from Joyce’s stories adorn the walls.
Works of art, such as the bold-colored
acrylic paintings that pop from the pages
of “Santa Calls” and the digital art of some
“The Guardians of Childhood” books, hang
a little lower in the gallery where even
small children can see them. 

An objective of the center is to unravel
the creative process for young minds. Dis-
plays of artists’ early sketches complement
the works on the walls, and lecterns with
published books show the finished product.
At exhibit openings, often the author visits
the museum to share stories about devel-
opment and inspiration. Then the exhibit
travels to other museums nationwide. Also,
the center hosts children’s events on Sat-
urdays and gives docent-led school tours
as part of its educational effort.

“The children come in, and they think
the book is its own entity,” Lillick says.
“It’s neat for the kids to see that it’s not
magic.” 

Yet the museum and its programming
can have transformative powers, says
Sujata Shahane, NCCIL education and pro-
gramming director. “Everything about this
place is magical,” Shahane says, describing
the wide-eyed schoolchildren. “It inspires
them to pick up a book and read a story.”

That simple act of reading a book, as the
former Abilene mayor discovered 21 years
ago, can set in motion a real-life fairy tale. 

Suzanne Haberman, staff writer

Info: Visit nccil.org.

How a kids’ book character helps draw noted author and illustrator William Joyce 
and the National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature to West Texas BY SUZANNE HABERMAN

ART OF WORDS: William Joyce signs books for Ryan and Emma Rieder of Abilene at the NCCIL.
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Web Extras on TexasCoopPower.com 
• Read a sidebar: ‘Art and Chocolate.’ 
• See a slideshow of the NCCIL.
• Watch a video.
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BUSINESS THE TEXAS WAY SINCE 1898!

SALTWATER CROCODILE

$1,000 Minimum Order     Visitors Welcome with Appointment

why us?
No hassles, no sales calls.
If we don’t have it, we don’t sell it.
Orders ship overnight within 3 days of payment.

texmetals.com
Texas Precious Metals is an authorized dealer for the 
US Mint, Australian Perth Mint, and the Royal Canadian 
Mint, among others.  Our family of companies has been 
“Doing Business the Texas Way” since 1898, and we are 
rated A+ with the Better Business Bureau.Size 1 ozt

Silver Content          (Troy oz)
Denomination             (AUD)
Fineness               (% purity)
Minimum Gross Weight   (g)

1
1

99.9
31.135

Save $20 on your order with coupon   999CROC



        
          

        
        

            
         

T E X A S ’  L A R G E S T  R U R A L  L E N D E R

  

Rural Land Loans

Residential Home Loans

Farm & Ranch Loans

Livestock & Equipment Loans

Operating Capital

Real Estate Appraisal Services

Agribusiness Financing

Leasing

When your land is his futureh

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

s hi

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

neenhheWWh

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

d anndr llauuron yyoen y

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

ruurttuuuts ffus hiisd iis

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

erre

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

         
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

mpiuqE&kcotseviL

naoLhcnaR&mraF

LemoHlaitnediseR

snaoLdnaLlaruR

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

snaoLtnem

sn

snaoL

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

anruterew
ootstfiorp
repoocruo
adnaetatse
aFlatipaCC
erre’’ree’WWe
        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

nruofotnecrep001tsomla
ruohguorhT.sremotsucru
mocruodnaerutcurtsevita
ylraenroffosnaolssenisubirga
tlucirgaedamsahtiderCmr

eere answwehhee tth
        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

ruootkcabsgninraeten
,margorpeganortap

nruterottnemtimm
ecarbmeeWW.yy.rutnecay
laer,noitcudorplarut

.rr.eer
        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

gnisaeL

naniFssenisubirgA

siarppAetatsElaeR

latipaCgnitarepO

pq

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 gnicn

secivreSla
        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

sremotsuc

latipaC

XET

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

gniodfotfienebtcnitsida̶

moc.tiderCmraF

GRAL’SAX

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

.suhtiwssenisubg

0

R

055.449.77.78

URTSEG

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

n

EDNELLA

osuwolloF

        
          

        
        

            
         

   

  

  

  

   

   

 

   

 

R


