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We are pioneers.

Our mornings, our nights and the waking hours in between —

this is when we discover what we can achieve.
We are determined to grow and build and cultivate
the life of our dreams. Because this is our ground.
Our opportunity. Our responsibility.

Our life to lead.
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URRENT

Life Jackets
The article about the University of
Texas Marine Science Institute
[“Immersed in Learning,” January
2015] covers a great learning pro-
gram for middle students, but
something is missing in one of the
photographs: It looks like someone
missed the importance of wearing
a life jacket on the boat. It appears
that three adults are not wearing
them, just the students. Safety first
starts with the instructors!
JERRY AND TISH SWIGGART | CANTON
TRINITY VALLEY EC

Response from the University
of Texas Marine Science Institute:
Safety is our top priority. Our educa-
tion programs on the research vessel
Katy require all persons under the
age of 13 to wear life jackets while
on board. We also strongly encour-
age older youths, adults and chaper-
ones to wear life jackets, but by law
this Is not required on vessels as
large as Katy, and we respect per-
sonal preferences.

Iguana in New York

While visiting a friend in New York
in October of 1998, | took this picture
of this giant iguana. It looks like the
same one in the February issue of
Texas Co-op Power [“The Curious
Creations of Daddy-O Wade”].

PETE LARRIEU | SCHERTZ

GUADALUPE VALLEY EC

Remembering the Uprising
The article about the San Diego
uprising [“Plan of San Diego Upris-
ing,” January 2015] certainly caught

Letters, emails and posts from our readers

Flying With Lindy

Thank you for the story about “Unlucky Lindy” in your February 2015 issue.
It was especially interesting

for me because my dad, Homer
Fitzgerald, was a teen when
Lindbergh stayed in their family
hotel/home for a number of days
until the plane was repaired.

Lindbergh even gave my dad
a short plane ride that was more
scary than fun for my dad at the
time, but the experience pro-
vided a great story for many
years to come.

JO ANN FITZGERALD EASTMAN | KINGSLAND | CENTRAL TEXAS EC

my attention. This uprising was
probably the reason my grandpar-
ents, John and Eula Black Harding,
and their three sons, Otis, Dixie and
Travis, left almost everything behind
except the old family Bible and evac-
uated from Sinton by train in 1915 to
Inez, where they lived on the Bald-
win property south of Inez. My dad
and grandmother always told stories
of how they had to hide in the fields
because of the raids going on.
JEANNETTE MULLENIX | HOUSTON

VICTORIA EC

Fashion Sense on the Farm

| enjoyed “Feeding Their Fashion
Sense” [February 2015]. It reminded
me of one time in the early ’50s that
my sister and | went to the store
with Mama for something special.
Would it be an ice-cold Grapette
from the box by the door or maybe
a Baby Ruth candy bar? No, Mama
had something else in mind.

We entered the store, and she
steered us toward the back corner,
where there was a mound of flour-
filled cloth sacks on pallets. Mama
wanted each of us to choose one

for a flour sack dress. How hard it
was to choose just one from all of
the pretty printed sacks!

We finally made our choices
and hurried home ready to wear
our new dresses. It seemed an eter-
nity before all of that flour had
been used and we could actually
wear our special dresses.

ANN BOST | ELKHART
HOUSTON COUNTY EC

| was one who wore feed sack
dresses and underwear. | was always
50 happy to see the new prints and
loved them. After | married, my

first maternity dress was feed sack
material. That was the good old
days. If you never had that privilege,
you don’t know what you missed.
NELL LARREMORE | VIA FACEBOOK

Bitten by Memory

“Gone But Not Forgotten” [Feb-
ruary 2015] really brought back
memories from long ago during

my childhood on my grandparents’
farm in Brenham (serviced by Blue-
bonnet EC). There were many horny
toads that | played with, and | can-

not remember how many times

those big red ants bit me. My father

or grandpa would put tobacco juice

on the bite to help with the pain.
That was back in the 1940s.

| still have a recollection of when

electric power came to our farm-

house. Thank you for the memories.

CHARLES SKWERES | MAGNOLIA

SAN BERNARD EC
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TexasCoopPower.com
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Table of Contents. Sign up for
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CURRENTS

Energy, innovation, people, places and events in Texas

Poteet Salutes the Strawberry

For 67 years, Poteet has held a festival to celebrate strawberries and their growers
on Atascosa County farms. The Rotary Club organized the first Poteet Strawberry
Festival in 1948 as a way to encourage World War II veterans to return to area
farms. That party drew about 5,000 visitors.

Since then, Poteet has become synonymous with strawberries, and the festival
lures more than 100,000 people to town for a weekend of contests, strawberry
dishes, children’s entertainment, dancing, and a carnival and rodeo. Country singer
Kevin Fowler and norterio and conjunto star Ramodn Ayala, the “Accordion King,”
headline the musical lineup for this year’s festival, April 10-12.

Many strawberry growers who partake in the Poteet festival are members of
Karnes Electric Cooperative. The co-op contributes $1,000 to the scholarship

fund for the festival’s Taste of Texas Food Show and Auction.

Find more
happenings all

across the state at

INFO: (830) 742-8144, strawberryfestival.com
: TexasCoopPower

KIDS CORNER

Five Rules
for Kids and
Electrical
Safety

Touchstone Energy and Kids
EnergyZone.com offer five
important lessons to share with
youngsters to help them stay
safe around electricity.
“Teaching electrical safety
from the very earliest of ages
ensures a healthy respect of
this resource to help prevent
accidents and injuries,” says
Debbie Robinson, CEO and
general manager of Wood
County Electric Cooperative.
“Resources like Kids Energy
Zone make learning fun and
drive home lifesaving points.”

1. Always ask a grown-up for
help when you need to use
something that uses electricity.

2. Don’t yank or pull electric
cords from a wall. Pulling cords
can damage the outlet, appli-
ances or plug.

3. Never overload outlets with
too many plugs.

4. Keep electrical stuff away
from water. Water and electricity
don’t mix. Most electrical acci-
dents in the home happen when
people use electricity near water.

5. Watch out for power lines.
Never touch a power line,
especially if there is one that
has fallen down.

b\ .com

Honeybees must visit 2 million flowers and travel

over 55,000 miles to produce 1 pound of honey.

—According to the National Honey Board
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CO-OP PEOPLE

Grow Your
Own Tall Tale

After reading “Tall Tales” [October 2014],
Jim Kolkhorst alerted Texas Co-op Power
to another special tree—La Bahia Pecan at
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic
Site. The tree overlooks the historic ferry
crossing where the Navasota and Brazos
rivers meet, and it witnessed the begin-
ning of Texas as Texas. Seedlings from

La Bahia Pecan are available for purchase.

Tests confirmed the tree stood when
delegates drafted and adopted the Texas
Declaration of Independence in 1836, says
Kolkhorst, president of the Washington-on-
the-Brazos State Park Association and a
member of Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative.

Jim Ellison, a Bluebonnet member who
owned Ellison’s Greenhouses for 44 years,
came up with the idea to sell La Bahia
seedlings to raise money for the park asso-
ciation. With help from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, pecans were propagated. Almost
2,000 seedlings have been sold, and
another 2,000 are available this spring.

Bluebonnet EC has sent bucket trucks
and crews to harvest the pecans (shown
above). “For us at Bluebonnet, that’s an
easy request,” says Wesley Brinkmeyer, the
C0-0p’s manager of energy programs.
“We’re a co-op, and nothing beats helping
out our members.”

The seedlings sell for $100, and the
proceeds go to the park association and
A&M. To purchase a seedling, contact
Ellison at (979) 451-9187.

TexasCoopPower.com

FOLLOWING UP

Texans Can Help Track Milkweed

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department encourages citizen scientists
to help monitor milkweed, the only plant that monarch butterflies eat. The
project was prompted by a significant decline in the monarch population,
attributed in part to widespread decline of milkweed in the United States.
Volunteers can join the “Texas Milkweeds and Monarchs” project at
iNaturalist.org and download the app to their mobile device. When they
see milkweed, they can get a picture of it, post it and provide information
on the app. This will help biologists from TPWD’s Wildlife Diversity
Program learn where milkweed
is growing, how much is out

there and whether monarchs
are using it.

Millions of monarchs
migrate through Texas twice
ayear (“Trouble in the
Kingdom,” September
2014). A decline in milk-
weed in Texas could
threaten that migration.
“We do not feel that the
loss of this species is
realistic; however, we are
concerned about the poten-
tial loss of the migration,”
says Mark Klym of the Wildlife
Diversity Program and a Bluebon-
net Electric Cooperative member.

u u u
Lineman Appreciation Day /,
On National Lineman Appreciation Day, April 13, co-ops and their w

members recognize the men and women who keep the lights on.
In December, the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
designated the second Monday of April each year for this purpose.

“It gives us a rallying point for our linemen,” says Kerry Kelton, the NRECA’s Texas
director and Mid-South Synergy CEO.

The text of the resolution, which the board adopted unanimously, includes: “Whereas
linemen leave their families and put their lives on the line every day to keep the power on;
whereas linemen work 365 days a year under dangerous conditions to build, maintain and
repair the electric infrastructure; whereas linemen are the first responders of the electric
cooperative family, getting power back on and making things safe for all after storms and
accidents; and whereas there would be no electric cooperatives without the brave men and
women who comprise our corps of linemen; therefore be it resolved that NRECA recognize
the second Monday of April of each year as National Lineman Appreciation Day.”

e
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BY HELEN THOMPSON

very spring, pastures, rights-of-way, easements and meadows
along Texas roadways erupt into Technicolor splendor. View-
ing wildflowers preoccupies enthusiasts all over the state.
Searching out, ogling and photographing lavish fields of
yellow black-eyed Susans, red-and-yellow Indian blanket,
luminous-purple winecups and deep red Drummond phlox
becomes a spectator sport. Two hotlines (one from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, the other at the Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center) keep callers apprised of new flower sightings from
March 1 through the middle of April.

The holy grail of wildflowers is, of course, the bluebonnet, which
is the Texas state flower. So popular is the prolific lupine, whose blue
petals resemble the shape of a bonnet worn by pioneer women, that
it has generated artistic genres unique to Texas: the bluebonnet paint-
ing and the family photograph featuring a child nestled into billowing
swaths of the flowers.

Don’t, however, leap to the conclusion that all is well in the wild-
flower world. “The robustness of the spring bloom is not an indicator
of the general health of their environment,” notes Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center Senior Botanist Damon Waitt. The fact that the
flowers bloom at all is a barometer of the gracious cooperation of tem-
perature, rain, sunshine and the plants’ genetic hardiness. It is also a
testament to the determination of a small battalion of people who
work endlessly to improve the ever-shaky odds that winecups, Indian
paintbrush, bluebonnets and other native flowering plants will survive.

This task is challenging. Despite the show of vigor these wildflowers
muster once a year, the threat to their well-being is constant, and it’s
right in their midst. “People assume that all wildflowers are native to
Texas,” Waitt says, “but the flowers have become less native over the
last 20 years.” The reason? The relentless influx of invasives—plants

© DEAN FIKAR | TDF PHOTOGRAPHY



Despite the exuberant show they put on every spring,
wildflowers don’t have it all that easy.
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WAITT: TOM UHLENBROCK | ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH. STAERKEL: WILL VAN OVERBEEK. BASTARD CABBAGE: KARAN A. RAWLINS | UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA | BUGWOOD.ORG. STANDING CYPRESS: COURTESY NATIVE AMERICAN SEED COMPANY
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like the aptlynamed bastard cabbage, which appears in clusters with
pretty little yellow flowers. The plant flourishes from Port Aransas
to Fort Worth and is hell-bent on pushing westward to El Paso.

“Bastard cabbage is opportunistic,” says Waitt. “It loves road-
sides and disturbed areas.” There’s plenty wrong with that scenario.
“It’s pre-empting the native wildflowers and taking up space where
they would ordinarily grow.”

If bastard cabbage were just an isolated offender, there might
be less cause for alarm. But the influx of invasives has become so
cataclysmic that in 2005, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

Invasives such as bastard
cabbage, above, pre-
empt native wildflowers.

Citizen scientist Mark
Staerkel pulls down inva-
sive Japanese climbing
fern at Jesse James Park
in Spring, Texas.

TexasCoopPower.com
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partnered with the Texas A&M Forest Service, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, Texas Master Naturalists, Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, and
other environmental groups to create texasinvasives.org. Coordi-
nated at the Wildflower Center, the website partnership allows
government agencies, nonprofits, academia and conservation
organizations to share best practices and information with the
public. “This is a problem that demands the public’s help,” says
director Justin Bush, emphasizing the immensity of scope. “It
affects every section of land and every waterway in the state.”

exas depends on grassroots support to

fight this fight. And that’s where texas

invasives.org’s Citizen Scientists program

comes in. About 2,400 volunteers have

completed the training necessary to seek

out and report outbreaks of the 79 envi-
ronmentally harmful invasive plant species tar-
geted. Citizen scientists contribute important data
to local and national resource managers who, in
turn, coordinate appropriate responses to control
the spread of unwanted invaders. “The premise
is simple: To move all of us beyond awareness and
into action,” Bush says.

One such citizen scientist taking action is Mark
Staerkel of Spring. The semiretired plumbing and
hardware manufacturer’s representative joined
Citizen Scientists as part of the 40 hours of service
time required for master naturalist certification.
Scouting for invasives had a familiar ring: “It

April 2015 Texas Co-op Power 1]



reminded me of what I did as an assis-
tant Boy Scout master for 30 years.”
Although Staerkel has always been out-
doorsy, he isn’t a gardener.

You can spot Staerkel at one of his
favorite haunts, Jesse James Park in
Spring. He’s the one carrying a big plas-
tic bag and pulling up the vine-like
Japanese climbing fern, which, if left
uncontrolled, will smother entire trees.
The fern also produces a thick ground-
cover that thwarts native seed germi-
nation. “I'd never even heard of it,” says
Staerkel, “but it was easy to identify
and is everywhere in Houston.”

The program has changed Staerkel’s
view of what he sees in the landscape.
“I used to enjoy looking at some of
these plants, like the crepe myrtle or
the Japanese mimosa,” says the citizen
scientist. “But now that I know that
they prevent natives from growing, and
birds and insects can’t eat them, I don’t
think the way I used to.”

Wildflowers have a
symbiotic relationship
with other wildlife.

either does Bill Neiman. Throughout the 1970s to the

mid-1980s, Neiman ran a successful landscaping busi-

ness that addressed the needs of urban Dallas as well

as the burgeoning suburbs that were scraping flat the

plains north of Dallas. Neiman and his crew of 45 built

hardscapes, planted big trees and installed vast irriga-
tion systems. But then the drought of 1980 hit, and Neiman noticed
something: “Those intensive landscapes I'd installed in Highland
Park were failing.”

At the time, no one thought of Asian jasmine, Japanese box-
wood, Pakistani crape myrtle and African Bermuda grass as
nonnative, much less as invasive. On the road home one day,
Neiman saw the light. “I pulled over on the side of the road to
stare at flowers that were blooming despite no rain and temper-
atures over 100 degrees,” he recalls. “I realized that these plants
were all natives. They’d
evolved here without
fertilizer, herbicides,
pesticides and irriga-
tion systems.” That real-
ization changed every-
thing Neiman had lived
for. “I realized I was
part of the problem.”

Neiman went home
and shifted everything

Bill Neiman built his busi-
ness, Native American
Seed, around Texas wild-
flowers.

12 Texas Co-op Power April 2015

in his nursery to native plants. He sowed his first seed farm and
had his first harvest in 1988. In the summer of 1995, Neiman and
his family moved to the Hill Country, on the Llano River just outside
of Junction, and founded Native American Seed. The company
harvests native seeds there and at other farms on the Coastal
Prairies and in the Piney Woods for a range of seeds to suit all
areas of Texas. Apache Plateau, Bee Happy, Hummers & Singers,
Deer Resistant and other mixes offer options to suit personal tastes
and geography. Some, such as Lady Bird’s Legacy Wildflower mix,
are rebranded in packets by civic, nonprofit, academic and business
groups (including Texas Electric Cooperatives), with profits going
to the Wildflower Center. TxDOT also is a customer, seeding state
roadways with the mixes when Neiman is the low bidder on the
contract. “What we are doing,” says Neiman, “is providing our cus-
tomers with an ecosystem in abag. It’s a way to save the legendary
DNA of these flowers.”

hebattle to save Texas’ wildflowers has become more urgent

in the past two decades, as Wildflower Center botanist Waitt

noted. But people have responded to the call for action.

There are more than 2,000 other volunteers like Staerkel

chopping down, pulling up and ripping out invasives all

over the state. And there are gardeners, inspired by
Neiman’s unrelenting message urging awareness, who are replacing
their boxwood-lined gardens with Texas native meadows. Neiman
is optimistic. “It’s all in the dialogue,” he says. “It’s the only way we
are going to do it. And that’s something one person can do.”

There are plenty of ways a person can continue the dialogue. In
fact, there’s alicense plate that helps: The horned lizard plate funds
texasinvasives.org and conservation efforts in the state. And, new
this year, awildflower license plate delivers 100 percent of its profits
to the Wildflower Center. Affixing one of these plates to your car or
trailer lets your vehicle do the talking—and it’s just in time for wild-
flower season, when what’s blooming is the season’s hottest topic.

Read more of author Helen Thompson’s work at seeninhouse.com

TexasCoopPower.com
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CHASE A. FOUNTAIN | TPWD

BEST-BET DRIVES FOR

FOR UP-TO-THE-MINUTE INFORMATION, the
Texas Department of Transportation has a wild-
flower hotline at 1-800-452-9292.

These routes are longtime favorites confirmed by
multiple sources, including wildflowersightings.org.

WILDFLOWER CORRIDORS

» |-35 between Dallas-Fort Worth and South Texas
» |-10 between San Antonio and Brookshire

CENTRAL TEXAS

BLANCO AND BURNET COUNTIES » U.S. 281
between Johnson City and Marble Falls BLANCO,
COMAL AND BEXAR COUNTIES > U.S. 281
between Blanco and San Antonio GILLESPIE
COUNTY » Willow City Loop (near TX 16 off FM 1323)
» Lyndon B. Johnson State Park & Historic Site,
U.S. 290 east of Stonewall LLANO COUNTY »
Around Lake Buchanan and Inks Lake, along

FM 1431 MASON COUNTY » Mason County Loop
(from U.S. 87 southeast of Mason, take RR 783 south
to Threadgill Creek Road, turn left, and go back

to U.S. 87) TRAVIS AND BASTROP COUNTIES >
U.S. 290 between Manor and Paige » TX 71
between Austin and Bastrop WILLIAMSON AND
BURNET COUNTIES » TX 29 between George-
town and Burnet

EAST TEXAS

ANGELINA AND NACOGDOCHES COUNTIES >
U.S. 59 between Lufkin and Nacogdoches BOWIE,
MORRIS AND TITUS COUNTIES > [-30 between
Texarkana and Mount Pleasant HOUSTON, TRINITY
AND POLK COUNTIES » U.S. 287 between Crockett
and Corrigan MARION, CASS AND MORRIS
COUNTIES » TX 49 between Jefferson and Dainger-
field MONTGOMERY COUNTY » |-45 and TX 105
near Lake Conroe NACOGDOCHES AND CROCK-
ETT COUNTIES » TX 7 between Nacogdoches and
Crockett TYLER COUNTY > Around Woodville

NORTH CENTRAL TEXAS

BASTROP, LEE AND BURLESON COUNTIES > TX 21
between Paige and Caldwell DALLAS COUNTY >
|-45 just south of Dallas, near Hutchins FAYETTE
COUNTY » |-10 between Schulenburg and Flatonia
FAYETTE AND AUSTIN COUNTIES » TX 159
between La Grange and Bellville WALLER AND
WASHINGTON COUNTIES > U.S. 290 between
Hempstead and Brenham WASHINGTON
COUNTY > Most anywhere in Washington County

WEST TEXAS
BREWSTER COUNTY » Big Bend National Park,
around Study Butte and Panther Junction

Get planting with FREE Wildflower
Seeds from Texas Co-op Power!

Send a SASE to Free Seeds c/o
Texas Co-op Power, 1122 Colorado St.,
24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701




Willflowers

By Helen Thompson | Photos By Will van Overbeek

where you can see the array of blooms at any
time. That’s what photographer Will van Over-
beek did on an irregular swath of ground that
runs a couple of hundred feet along the curb
in front of his house in South Austin. It was for both
sentimental reasons as well as environmental. “I love
wildflowers,” says van Overbeek, who grew up in Cali-
fornia where his father, an amateur botanist, taught
biology at California Institute of Technology. “We used
to drive into the Sierra Nevada foothills east of Modesto
to see the flowers and to take photos of them.”

It was only natural that van Overbeek decided to plant
ameadow when he and his family moved to anew house
in 1997. “There was no lawn in front,” he says. The soil
was also very poor, which isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

ven if you love to drive around the state looking at wild-
flowers in the spring, it’s easy to grow your own meadow

Make Your Own Meadow: A wildflower project you can do at home

“I have always heard that wildflowers do well in bad soil,” he says,

“but even so I had a truckload of dirt brought in for the fall seeding.”

Will insists he is not an expert, but
here’s how he plants his wildflowers:

1. Pick a good site with full sun.

2. Sow seeds to bare, loose dirt.

“That means preparing the ground,”

he says, “either by covering it with clear
plastic for a couple of months to kill the
weeds or by using a broad-spectrum
herbicide that doesn’t run off and is

not harmful to plants or animals.”

3. Broadcast the seeds by hand—
don’t bury them.

4. Plant in the fall.

When planting your own wildflower garden you can also
refer to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center website,

wildflower.org, which is encyclopedic in
scope. The database includes “how to”
articles on large-scale wildflower plant-
ing, recreating a prairie, planting a
meadow garden, how to grow bluebon-
nets and alot more. Plus, as van Overbeek
notes, “Every bag of seed has directions
on the back. They are easy to follow and
all you have to do afterwards is pray for
rain.” That’s a factor beyond our control.
“You are at the mercy of Mother Nature,”
he says. “But the reward is wonderful.”

SHARE your own experience of growing wild-
flowers in Texas on our Facebook page.

Will’s wildflowers: “I shot them in a way that reminded me of the old framed botanical samples you see,” he says.
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Engelmannia peristenia, Engelmann’s daisy
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SAVE When You Grow
A Zoysia Lawn From Plugs!

Y,
From . -

1

Plugs '
To A

Zoysia La\.an are
L ﬂ_‘lm Improving Amerca's Lawns Sinc 193 thick, dense and lush!

GRASS SEEDILL NEVER GROW A LAWN LIKE THIS!
Save Water' Save Time! Save Work! Save Money!

Grass Seed Is Eliminates Endless Stays Green In Summer
For The Birds! Weeds And Weeding! Through Heat & Drought!
Stop wasting money, time No more pulling out weeds by hand or weeds When ordinary lawns brown up in summer heat and

sprouting up all over your lawn. Zoysia Plugs spread  drought, your Zoysia lawn stays green and beautiful.

and work sowing new grass
into a dense, plush, deep-rooted, established lawn The hotter it gets, the better it grows. Zoysia thrives

seed each spring, only

to see birds eat the seed — that drives out unwanted growth and stops crab- in blistering heat (120°), yet it won't winter-kill to 30°
or rain wash it away — Zoysia thrives in. - I and summer weeds from germinating. below zero. It only goes off its green color after killing
before it can root. Plant a partial shade to Environmentally Friendly, frosts, but color returns with consistent spring
genuine Amazoy™Zoysia full sun! No Ch icals Needed! ’ warmth. Zoysia is the perfect choice for water
lawn from our living Plugs o p emica sh eel Ye l.l restrictions and drought areas!
only once... and never plant a new lawn again! No weeding means no chemicals. You'll never
Z Y iaG P Wh 8 have to spray poisonous pesticides and weed Our _Custor_ners LOV?

oysia Grows ere killers again! Zoysia lawns are safer for the Their Zoysia Lawns!
Other Grass Doesn’t! environment, as well as for family and pets! One of our typical customers, Mrs. M.R. Mitter of
Zoysia is the perfect choice for hard-to-cover spots, : : PA, wrote how “I've never watered it, only when
areas that are play-worn or have partial shade, and gult: wMa tEI;:I'IAg & g'o wing I put the Plugs in... Last summer we had it mowed
for stopping erosion on slopes. North, South, East, y AS Muc s 2/3! 2 times... When everybody’s lawns here are brown

from drought, ours just stays as green as ever!”

Order Now And Save!

The more Amazoy™Zoysia Plugs you order, the more
you SAVE! And remember, once your Zoysia lawn is

West — Zoysia will grow in any soil, no ifs, ands or buts!  Many established

Zoysia lawns onl
Each Zoysia Plug You Plant In Your Soil Is 4 y

GUARANTEED TO GROW need to be
Within 45 Days Or We’ll Replace It FREE!

mowed once or
twice a season.

To ensure best results, we ship you living sheets of genuine g established, you'll have an endless supply of new Plugs
Amazoy" Zoysia Grass, harvested direct from our farms. Plugs are Waterlng IS rarely' We Qﬂlp at the best for planting {vherever ou need then? po);der now! 8
not cut all the way through. Before planting, simply finish the if ever, needed - planting time for. you! 4 ) i
separation by cutting 1'-sq. Plugs with shears or knife. Then follow even in summer!

the included easy instructions to plant Plugs into small plug holes - PLANTING
about a foot apart. Our guarantee and planting method are your Meyer Z°¥S'a Grass was perfected by TOOL

assurance of lawn success backed by more than 6 decades of the U.S. Gov’t, released in cooperation with B With Order of ,
specialized lawn experience. the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass. With Order of 500 Plugs or More!

Saves time, work and effort when making holes for Plugs!

©2015 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 Old Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787 www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag

Order Now and Save Over 50% — Harvested Daily From Our Farms And Shipped To You Direct!

: SAVE Even More With FREE Shipping! :
| |
| Please send me guaranteed Amazoy plug packs as marked: Mailto: ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES Dent. 5595 |
I QTY | #PLUGS [+ FREE Plugs Plu:tFiEgE;ool Retail Value| YourPrice | + Shipping | Save 3617 0ld Taneytown Road, Taneytown, MD 21787 I
| 150 — — $1495 | $14.95 | $5.00 — Write price of order here ~ § Payment method |
+ 0, Md. residents add 6% tax S —
[ e 38% d. resid dd s (check one) |
i 500 | 4100 | suponpigger | SB400 | $45.60 | S7.00 ol G s < Check 01 1O I
Ipping —_— (Q MosterCard
F [ .
: 750 | 4150 | sorige | S12800 | STA50 | SH88 | 42% ENCLOSEDTOTAL. $—— o Q Visa :
Card # Exp. Date
: N0 | +a00 |emy | sozoo0 | s9900 | SE | 52% | dome 1
Add |
[ 1500 | +900 |Pwahogio | Sassop | $147.50 | 98 | 5gop Gy Stte I
1 Step-on Plugger FREE Tip Phone |
[ Q Extra Step-on Plugger $8.95 + $3 Shipping | Q1 Extra Amazoy Power Auger™ for 3/8" Drill $24.95 +S5 Shipping We ship all orders the same day plugs are packed at earliest correct planting time in your area. 1
I poihe ik giondts — Order Now! www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag oot storimowarot |
L--------------------------------------------J
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Clogged, Backed—up Septlc System. . .Can anything Restore It?

DEAR DARRYL: My home r Y =

is about 10 years old, and so f J ) ({(J J

is my septic system. I have

always taken pride in keeping J ) T /—I
my home and property in top Wy A J | J S

shape. In fact, my neighbors
and I are always kidding each
other about who keeps their home and yard nicest. Lately, however, [ have
had a horrible smell in my yard, and also in one of my bathrooms, coming
from the shower drain. My grass is muddy and all the drains in my home
are very slow.

My wife is on my back to make the bathroom stop smelling and as you can
imagine, my neighbors are having a field day, kidding me about the mud
pit and sewage stench in my yard. It’s humiliating. I called a plumber
buddy of mine, who recommended pumping (and maybe even replacing)
my septic system. But at the potential cost of thousands of dollars, I hate
to explore that option.

I tried the store bought, so called, Septic treatments out there, and they did
Nothing to clear up my problem. Is there anything on the market I can
pour or flush into my system that will restore it to normal, and keep it
maintained?

Clogged and Smelly — Houston, TX

DEAR CLOGGED AND SMELLY: As a reader of my column, I am
sure you are aware that I have a great deal of experience in this particular
field. You will be glad to know that there IS a septic solution that will
solve your back-up and effectively restore your entire system from interior
piping throughout the septic system and even unclog the drain field as
well. SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs deliver your
system the fast active bacteria and enzymes needed to liquefy solid waste
and free the clogs causing your back-up.

This fast-acting bacteria multiplies within minutes of application and is
specifically designed to withstand many of today’s anti-bacterial cleaners,
soaps and detergents. It comes in dissolvable plastic packs, that you just
flush down your toilets. It’s so cool. Plus, they actually Guarantee that it
restores ANY system, no matter how bad the problem is.

SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs are designed to
work on any septic system regardless of design or age. From modern day
systems to sand mounds, and systems installed generations ago, I have
personally seen SeptiCleanse unclog and restore these systems in a matter
of weeks. I highly recommend that you try it before spending any money
on repairs. SeptiCleanse products are available online at
www.septicleanse.com or you can order or learn more by calling toll free
at 1-888-899-8345. Ifyou use the promo code “DARTX13”, you can get
a free shock treatment, added to your order, which normally costs $169.
So, make sure you use that code when you call or buy online.

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2015 SEASON

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And SAVE SS!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

PRE-APPROVED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER

ANYTHING
ON TRADE!

VISIT US ON THE WEB!
JWWW.SWIMTEXSUN.COM

. "7 "o 4 STAYcation at Home in 2015!

S l'é |-8“ﬂ'SWIMTEX (-800-794-6839)

B mmms

e

| TR
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A family owned and operated Jexas Company since 1986.
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Younger looking skin begins with
E. Burnham Retinol Ultra Skin Care Creme. ?

F 21 Day supply

There is nothing more youthful looking than fresh, healthy skin.
At E. Burnham we have been bringing amazing results to men

and women for over 30 years and now you can prove it to

yourself by accepting our FREE OFFER of a 21 DAY SUPPLY!
DISCOVER THE SECRET TO FLAWLESS SKIN

Our specially formulated skin care
créme is easily absorbed into the
skin which stimulates the renewal
of skin cells. Rich in nutrients,

E. Burnham Ultra Skin Care Créme
helps to reduce the appearance of
wrinkles and fine lines.

Our unique formula increases
moisture which gives your skin
new radiance while actively
defending your skin against most
signs of aging.

To actively defend your skin
against the signs of aging
start using

Retinol Ultra Skin
Care Créeme today!

Your skin is our business.

We create products of value
and quality for our customers.
Our products are available only
by mail. This eliminates the
expensive costs of distributing
to the retail market, while
providing you a fresh cosmetic
delivered to your door!

That's how we achieve our goal
of providing our customers
with high quality health and
beauty products at the lowest
possible price.

Our secret is vitamin A, RETINOL,
an easily tolerated antioxidant
formulation that helps to stop the
breakdown of cells which cause
wrinkles, while it moisturizes,
softens and hydrates your skin.

E fymwinnd

i . —
retino| =&

“I started using Retinol's Ultra Skin Care
Creme and within a week my husband said
'"What are you doing - your skin looks
beautiful!" He never noticed anything before!
I love the way I look and so does he.”

Pam B. Sioux City

“My sister told me about this 'créme’.

She has used this product for years and her
skin is beautiful. Not a wrinkle, her skin is
[flawless. She will be 56 yrs. old in a month,
and looks like a woman ready to celebrate
her 40th Birthday.

Actually I can't believe that she is now just
sharing this wonderful secret with me. All
this time I thought she must have gotten an
overload on the 'good genes."”

Kathleen E. San Antonio

www.eburnham.com/freetrial

members, one per household.

\/ e s Rush me my FREE 21 Day Supply of

» Retinol Ultra Skin Care Créme.
When you order you are automatically enrolled in Club EB. After your 21 day free trial
you'll conveniently receive a full size 60 day supply of Retinol Ultra Skin Care Créme for
the low price of only $23.95 (plus $4.95 s/h) a $6.00 savings over the retail price, and every
2 months thereafter a fresh supply will be directly shipped to you. We guarantee that the

savings is "locked in" for as long as you are a member! There is no minimum to buy, and
you may easily cancel future shipments with one simple phone call. Offer only for new

RISK FREE.
THERE IS NO OBLIGATION TO BUY ANYTHING EVER.

Name Offer #TX 0415
Mail to:

Address
E.BURNHAM

City State  Zip 7117 N. Austin Avenue

Niles, Illinois 60714

Daytime Phone/e-mail

800-273-7304

www.eburnham.com/freetrial




Keep your livestock in and intruders out with Sheffield Barbed
Wire. Available in six distinctive styles, Sheffield delivers extra
strength, helping to prevent sagging or stretching. If you want
performance that lasts, Sheffield is the obvious choice.

For a distributor near you, call 1-800-772-8100.

SHEFFIELD

WIRE PRODUCTS
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that of my $3, 0 custom patr of Phonak
| Xtra digital ITE.”—Gerald Levy

“Perhaps the best quality-to-price ratio in
the hearing aid industry.”

—Dr. S. Babu Board-Certified ENT Physician,
National Authority on Hearing Loss

“I have a $2,000 Resound Live hearing aid in
my left ear and the MDHearingAid® in the
right ear. I am not able to notice a
significant difference in sound quality
between the two hearing aids.”

—Dr. May, ENT Physician

e Designed By A Board-Certified Ear,
Nose, and Throat (ENT) Doctor

e Doctor-Recommended,
Audiologist-Tested

® * % % % xTop rated hearing aid online
— thousands of satisfied customers

o FDA-Registered
e Save Up To 90%
o Free Shipping Available

e Batteries Included! Comes
Ready To Use

e 100% Money Back
Guarantee

MDHearingAid® >PRO

www.MDHearingAid.com
Proudly assembled in the USA

= from Domestic & Imported Components.

~ BBB RATED
A ACCREDITED
=1 BUSINESS

H"" Chicago Doctor Invents

Affordable Hearing Aid

Outperforms Many Expensive Hearing Aids

Reported by J. Page

CHICAGO: A local board-certified Ear, Nose, Throat (ENT) physician, Dr. S. Cherukuri,
has just shaken up the hearing aid industry with the invention of a medical-grade,
affordable hearing aid. This revolutionary hearing aid is designed to help

millions of people with hearing loss who cannot afford—or do not wish to
pay—the much higher cost of traditional hearing aids.

“Perhaps the best quality-to-price ratio in the hearing aid
industry” —Dr. Babu, M.D. Board-Certified ENT Physician

Dr. Cherukuri knew that untreated hearing loss could lead to depression, social

i isolation, anxiety, and symptoms consistent with Alzheimer’s dementia. He could

not understand why the cost for hearing aids was so high when the prices
on so many consumer electronics like TVs, DVD players, cell phones and
digital cameras had fallen.

Since Medicare and most private insurance do not cover the costs of hearing
aids, which traditionally run between $2,000-$6,000 for a pair, many of the
doctor’s patients could not afford the expense. Dr. Cherukuri’s goal was to find a
reasonable solution that would help with the most common types of hearing
loss at an affordable price, not unlike the “one-size-fits-most” reading glasses
available at drug stores.

He evaluated numerous hearing devices and sound amplifiers, including those

seen on television. Without fail, almost all of these were found to amplify bass/
low frequencies (below 1000 Hz) and not useful in amplifying the frequencies

related to the human voice.

Inspiration From a Surprising Source

The doctor’s inspiration to defeat the powers-that-be that kept inexpensive
hearing aids out of the hands of the public actually came from a new cell phone
he had just purchased. “I felt that if someone could devise an affordable
device like an iPhone® for about $200 that could do all sorts of things, I
could create a hearing aid at a similar price.”

Affordable Hearing Aid With Superb Performance

The high cost of hearing aids is a result of layers of middlemen and expensive
unnecessary features. Dr. Cherukuri concluded that it would be possible to
develop a medical grade hearing aid without sacrificing the quality of
components. The result is the MDHearingAid® PRO, well under $200 each when
buying a pair. It has been declared to be the best low-cost hearing aid that
amplifies the range of sounds associated with the human voice without
overly amplifying background noise.

Tested By Leading Doctors and Audiologists

The MDHearingAid® PRO has been rigorously tested by leading ENT physicians
and audiologists who have unanimously agreed that the sound quality and
output in many cases exceeds more expensive hearing aids.

For the Lowest Price Call Today

1-800-873-0680

Phone Lines Open 24 Hours EVERY DAY
or online MDHearingAid.com

100
i

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

Use Offer Code AZ43 to get
FREE Batteries for a Full Year!

FREE Shipping Available.



Electric Notes

CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION

-fficiency In the Alr

Replace air filters regularly for efficient HVAC performance

CLOGGED AIR FILTERS COULD ADD up to $82 to your electric bill
every year. Checking, changing or cleaning your filter once a
month saves money and extends the life of your home’s heat-
ing, ventilation and air-conditioning system.

Although air filters prevent pesky dust and annoying aller-
gens from clogging your HVAC
system, dirt still builds up in ducts
and filters over time, like plaque in
aging arteries. If left unchecked, a
dirty filter strains a home’s “heart”
and forces the HVAC system to
work harder to push conditioned
air through tight spaces. This
results in higher energy bills—and,
potentially, system failure.

Filter Facts

Air filters protect HVAC systems
and perform double-duty by col-
lecting loose dirt from the air.
These handy sieves live in duct-
system slots or in return grilles of
central air conditioners, furnaces
and heat pumps.

Successful filters have a short
life span—the better a filter catches
dirt, the faster it gets clogged and
must be cleaned or replaced. Leav-
ing a dirty air filter in place cuts a
home’s air quality and reduces
HVAC system airflow.

Although removing a clogged
filter altogether relieves pressure on the system, the system
can’t perform well without one. Unfiltered dust and grime
accumulate on critical parts, such as the evaporator coil, caus-
ing unnecessary wear and tear.

Monthly Checkup

The U.S. Department of Energy advises checking an air filter
once a month and replacing it at least every three months. It’s
critical to inspect and replace filters before heavy use in sum-
mer and winter.

If you have pets or smokers in the home, filters clog more
quickly. Remodeling projects or furniture sanding adds more
dust than normal; a filter working under these conditions
may need to be changed before the average three-month
life span expires.
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When shopping for replacement filters, you should
consider more than just buying the right size.

How To ...
Turn your heating and cooling system off before checking your
filter. Slide the filter out of your ductwork and look for layers of
hair and dirt. Run a finger across the filter. If the finger comes
away dirty or there’s a line left on the filter, it’s time for a change.
When replacing the filter,
make sure the arrow on the filter—
which indicates the direction of the
airflow—points toward the blower
motor. To help schedule monthly
checkups, write the date on the side
of the filter so you know when it
needs to be checked again. Once
you’'ve made the change, turn your
system back on.

Filtering Choices

Shopping for a new filter? Before
you leave home, write down the size
printed on the side of your current
filter. If you get a filter that’s too
small, dirt will get around the bar-
rier and invade your system. There
are several different types of filters
and levels of efficiency. Filters are
either flat or pleated; pleated filters
offer extra surface area to hold dirt,
making them more efficient.

Air filters are rated by a Mini-
mum Efficiency Reporting Value.
Ranging from 1 to 20, this scale
gauges a filter’s effectiveness at
blocking debris. Low MERV-rated filters offer high airflow into
a cooling or heating system, but only catch large air particles.
A higher rating isn’t always better—those filters block more
dirt, but they also reduce system airflow. Most experts recom-
mend filters with a MERV of 6 or higher. If a family member
suffers from allergies, a high-MERYV filter keeps out excess
dander, smoke and other allergens.

Once you find a filter that works well in your home, it’s a
good idea to keep spare filters on hand. Basic filters cost any-
where from $2 to $10 each; electrostatic filters may range from
$18 to $25 each. Ask an HVAC professional what type of filter
works best for your home and your family’s needs.

Whatever filter you choose, be diligent about replacing it
regularly. A clogged filter wastes energy and can damage your
HVAC system.

TexasCoopPower.com



Start Easter Egg
Hunt With Safety

FEW THINGS ARE MORE FUN on Easter
morning than a hunt for those colorful
eggs you dyed the night before. But don’t
let an avoidable mishap spoil your fun.

Here are some tips for

a safe Easter egg hunt:

To prepare the eggs safely:

» Buy eggs no longer than a few days

On the'second Monday of April, co-ops across the nation ; before Easter.
recognize the sacrifices made by their electric linemen. > Keep eggs refrigerated until you're

ready to boil them, and cool cooked
eggs in the refrigerator before dyeing.
» Don’t dye cracked eggs.
L . . » Hide eggs no more than an hour
N ationa ‘ |_ ineman nefore the hnt becine. Eogs dhoul
- not go unrefrigerated for more than
. . two hours. Longer could invite bacte-
ria and food poisoning.
p O re C | a | O ﬂ a y If your hunt will be outdoors:
» Choose hiding places far from power

lines, pad-mount transformers or
other equipment.

AMERICA’S ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES DESIGNATED the second Monday of April each » Don’t hide eggs in tool sheds or

year as National Lineman Appreciation Day. garages, where you might also store
On April 13, your electric cooperative honors the hardworking people who often power tools.

work in challenging conditions to keep the lights on. » Steer clear of outdoor air-conditioning
To mark the occasion, the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association unani- equipment or electric water pumps.

mously adopted this resolution: If the fun will be inside the house:
“Whereas linemen leave their families and put their lives on the line every day to » Don’t hide eggs in the kitchen near

keep the power on; whereas linemen work 365 days a year under dangerous conditions stoves or toasters, or inside any

to build, maintain and repair the electric infrastructure; whereas linemen are the first appliance.

responders of the electric cooperative family, getting power back on and making things » Choose hiding places at table height

safe for all after storms and accidents, and; whereas there would be no electric coopera- or below to discourage climbing.

tives without the brave men and women who comprise our corps of linemen; » Never place eggs where seekers
“Therefore be it resolved that the NRECA recognizes the second Monday of April might come into contact with outlets,

of each year as National Lineman Appreciation Day ... to recognize the contributions trip over extension cords or knock

of these valuable men and women to America’s electric cooperatives.” over lamps or other appliances.
Co-ops everywhere proudly acknowledge all electric lineworkers for the services A final smart move: To avoid dealing

they perform around the clock in dangerous conditions to keep power flowing and with rotten-egg smell a few days later,

protect the public’s safety. make a list of hiding places so you won’t
Electric lineworkers do not often receive the recognition they deserve. They work forget where to retrieve the eggs your lit-

all hours of the day, often in hazardous conditions far from their families, going tle ones couldn’t find.

above and beyond to restore power to their communities. Texas linemen, as well as [
linemen from across the nation, truly deserve this special day of recognition.

We invite our members to take a moment and thank a lineman for the work they
do. If you use Twitter, you can use #ThankaLineman to show your support. Or you
can simply tell the next lineman you see how grateful you are for the men and
women who power our lives.

© FOTOHUNTER

o
2
>
a
]

TexasCoopPower.com April 2015 Texas Co-op Power 21



Texas USA

Owl Wisdom

Baylor scientist’s study of eastern screech owls makes discoveries about these ready suburbanites

BY MARTHA DEERINGER
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WEARING A BASEBALL CAP AND GLASSES
and carrying a brown paper shopping bag,
Fred Gehlbach climbs a ladder 12 feet from
the ground into a gnarled oak tree near
his home in Woodway. The object of his
ascent is aweathered nest box that houses
afamily of eastern screech owls, common
throughout Texas and most of the eastern
U.S. The owlets have been peering out of
the box for a couple of days, and this is a
sure sign that they will soon fledge. It’s
time to band them before they fly.

Gehlbach, a world-renowned authority
on eastern screech owls, has spent more
than 40 years studying the petite, 7-inch
owls and their remarkable adjustment to
the urbanization of their habitat. His lab-
oratory near Waco, a 15-acre nature pre-
serve along a ravine that begins at his
patio, provided material for two books as
well as countless papers and articles. Each
publication fills in some of the gaps in
knowledge about these small raptors,
which have adapted to life in suburbia in
the blink of a round, yellow eye.

Even before “Harry Potter” took Amer-
ican bookshelves by storm and brought
dramatic attention to owls, these birds en-
joyed widespread popularity. Who doesn’t
love the deep-voiced hoot of a great horned
owl calling to its mate in the navy-blue
moments of evening? Owls populate myths
and legends worldwide, symbolizing wis-
dom and knowledge for some cultures and
heralding death and dread for others.

Gehlbach, a professor emeritus at Bay-
lor University, and his wife, Nancy, design
and build nest boxes, about the size of
shoeboxes, to replace nesting locations

cleared by suburban homeowners who
rarely realize they are leaving owl families
homeless as they haul away hollow limbs
and trunks. The Gehlbachs have followed
bird migrations across the Americas, stud-
ied colonies of owls for the National Geo-
graphic Society and contributed research
to a project that is mapping the DNA of
birds worldwide.

Gehlbach’s banding project occurs an
hour before dusk when the owls are still
asleep. The male, his gray streaked feath-
ers blending into a nearby tree trunk,
seems unperturbed. He and his mate have
been through this before. “The owls in
my study come to know me,” Gehlbach
explains, “but they are still wild birds.”
He’s had a few stitches in his scalp to re-
mind him of this.

Gently opening the hinged top of the
nest box, he reaches inside and removes
four puffy, gray owlets, which he places in
the paper bag. The chicks are calm and
silent except for a clicking noise they make
with their beaks. Descending with his pre-
cious cargo, Gehlbach carefully removes
one chick at a time, offering each a pencil
to hold in its sharp little talons. “It makes
them feel more secure,” he explains, “and
they are not so likely to grip my fingers.”
He applies a lightweight aluminum band
to the left leg of each chick, its number
registered with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Before returning them to the nest,
he weighs each chick and plucks a single
feather for DNA testing.

Gehlbach’s screech owl research has
turned up interesting information gleaned
from the inhabitants of the 20 or so owl

TexasCoopPower.com
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Homeowners might not know a
screech owl is nesting in their yards
#unless they hear its single-note trill.

boxes scattered throughout his neighbor-
hood and in nearby woodlands. Of the
1,453 eastern screech owls that have par-
ticipated in the study, more birds nest in
wooded suburbs than in rural areas. This
trend is partly because of abundant bird-
baths, available food and fewer predators.
Homeowners may not know there is a
screech owl nesting in their yards unless
they hear the single-note trill that is the
screech owl’s most frequent call. Screech
owls only screech in times of extreme dis-
tress. During the day, the birds snooze near
the trunk of a tree, all but invisible against
the mottled bark.

Eastern screech owls are messy house-

TexasCoopPower.com

keepers. Debris carpets the floor of the
nest cavity as the female and chicks drop
bits of food. Flies and ants feed on the
detritus and lay their eggs on the scraps
from the owls’ meals. During his research,
Gehlbach discovered a strange and previ-
ously unknown “mutualism” in which
Texas blind snakes occupy active screech
owl nests, benefitting both the owls and
the snake.

Blind snakes spend most of their time
below ground, inside ant colonies or hidden
in the leaf litter of the forest floor. With
their pinkish color, smooth scales and
length of 5 to 10 inches, they are often mis-
taken for earthworms. Dropped into an

owl’s nest alive by the parent owls, the snake
retreats beneath the debris on the floor,
where it feeds on larvae that accumulate on
the owls’ leftovers, keeping the nest cleaner.

“Consumption of larvae may reduce
larval parasitism on owl nestlings or larval
competition with nestlings for food stored
in the nest. Nestlings with live-in blind
snakes grow faster and experience lower
mortality than same-season broods lack-
ing snakes,” Gehlbach says.

Gehlbach’s research also shows that his
owls are nesting nearly a month earlier in
the spring than they did even a few years
ago, and he believes this is a response to
climate change. Early nesting usually
means more chicks, butitis also asign that
change is underway. Despite the suburban
amenities these petite owls enjoy in tree-
filled yards, there are hazards involved
with human proximity. Fledglings killed
by traffic verify what any parent knows
instinctively: that the juvenile period when
the young strike out on their own is the
most dangerous time of an animal’s life.

Recent research shows that owls, along
with crows and jays, are among nature’s
mostintelligent birds. Eastern screech owls
readily move into nest boxes mounted at
least10 feetup in alarge tree in deep shade
and repay their landlords by patrolling for
rodents, snakes and large insects while ser-
enading the neighborhood with melodious
whistles and trills.

Martha Deeringer, a member of Heart of
Texas EC, lives near McGregor.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
Listen to the songs of eastern screech owls.
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Breakdown
onh the Tahoka Circle

There wasn’t a whole lot to love about my first car

BY CLAY COPPEDGE
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MY FIRST CAR WAS A GREEN 1958 FORD
Custom, which meant it was customized
to my father’s own frugal specifications.
It came complete with a steering wheel, a
gearshift lever, turn signal indicator, accel-
erator, brake, clutch, door handles inside
and out, cigarette lighter and ashtray. No
radio. No air conditioner. And until we suf-
fered through an epic blue norther one
winter, it had no heater, either.

This was the car that took us on vaca-
tion every year, when the lack of air con-
ditioning was mourned, but only by me.
Dad said an air conditioner only made you
feel that much hotter when you got out of
the car. Though I have come to realize that
he was right about most of the things we
disagreed on back then, he was dead wrong
about that.

Dad coached our Little League team
for a few years, and this project evolved to
entail picking up any number of players
and taking them to practice on any given
day. It was surprising how many people
were unable to take their kids to Little
League practice or games once they found
out the coach would do it. My teammates
(and even kids from other teams) had two
things in common: We loved baseball, and
we found it satisfying to stomp and grind
the Ford floorboard with our cleats.

Beneath that onslaught, it didn’t take
long for a small but expanding hole to
appear. On the other side of the hole, just
afew inches away, was the pavement rush-
ing by in a blur. That was exciting for a kid
because it looked like a good way get hurt.

Because I spent most trips in the back-
seat, I had plenty of time to transform my

idle brain into the devil’s workshop. I pre-
tended I was Robert Mitchum in “Thun-
der Road,” dropping random objects
through the hole in the floor so they would
slow down any enemy following. Or I
might be James Bond, dispensing ingen-
ious gadgetry that blew up the bad guys
chasing my Aston Martin. I fantasized
about how cool it would be to lay my hands
on some firecrackers.

If I was quiet, Mom and Dad didn’t pay
much attention to me. But when I made
explosion sounds, they turned around to
see what I was doing. In this case, they had
some questions. They wanted to know how
long this had been going on and exactly
what kind of objects had been dispersed
onto the highways and byways. Dad was
right about litter. That episode marked
the last time I ever littered a street, road
or highway. Ever.

My parents eventually upgraded to a
snazzy Chevrolet Bel Air, complete with a
radio, heater and air conditioning. The
Ford was passed down to me. My dream
was to leave Lubbock, but I couldn’t see
doing it in that car. No radio.

Less than a month after I got my
driver’s license, I found myself negotiating
adevilish piece of road in Lubbock known
as the Tahoka Traffic Circle. There, traffic
merged and exited from all directions. It’s
been gone for more than 20 years, but back
in the day you'd find yourself either slam-
ming on your brakes because someone
darted in front of you or getting honked
atbecause you darted in front of someone
else. The worst thing you could do on
Tahoka Circle was stop. It was raining that

TexasCoopPower.com



DAVE URBAN

day and, fortunately, windshield wipers
hadn’t cost extra when dad bought the car.

Just when I thought I had my exit from
the circle plotted—I'd been driving the cir-
cle for a while—a dust storm rolled in. All
of a sudden, with no warning, I was driving
blindly around the Tahoka Traffic Circle
in a raging mud storm. The nightmare
lasted maybe two minutes, but it seemed
like an hour before I navigated my way
clear of the circle.

When it was over and the Ford and I
were off the road, I had alittle breakdown
there on the side of the road. I vowed

TexasCoopPower.com

loudly and with great emotion that I would
leave Lubbock as soon as I could, possibly
that very afternoon.

Three years later I did that very thing,
but not in the Ford Custom. My dad gave
it to our favorite mechanic, who kept it
running far longer than logically possible.

I know you’re supposed to feel loyal
and sentimental about your first car, but
the only thing I missed about my old Ford
Custom was the hole in the back floor-
board. That made it a one of a kind.

Clay Coppedge, a member of Bartlett EC,
lives near Walburg.
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“To you, it's the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

Remote Controls for Heat, Massage, Recline and Lift

Separate
Heat and
Massage
Controls!

We've all had nights when we just can’t lie down in

bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac
problems, hip or back aches — it could be a variety of
reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything for a
comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines to exactly
the right degree, raises feet and legs to precisely the
desired level, supports the head and shoulders properly,
operates easily even in the dead of night, and sends a
hopeful sleeper right off to dreamland.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it all.
It's a chair, true — the finest of lift chairs — but this
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total
comfort and relaxation not
found in other chairs.
It can’t be beat for
comfortable,
long-term sitting, TV
viewing, relaxed reclining
and — yes! — peaceful
sleep. Our chair’s
recline
technology
allows you to
pause the chair
in an infinite
number of
positions, including
the Trendelenburg
position and the zero
gravity position where
your body experiences a
minimum of internal and external
stresses. You'll love the other

This lift chair
puts you safely
on your feet!

Sit up, lie down —
and anywhere
in between!

e

benefits, too: It helps with correct spinal alignment,
promotes back pressure relief, and encourages better
posture to prevent back and muscle pain.

And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The
high and low heat settings along with the dozens of
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation you
might get at a spa — just imagine getting all that in a lift
chair! Shipping charge includes white glove delivery.
Professionals will deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack it, inspect it,

test it, position it, and even carry the packaging away!
Includes one year service warranty and your choice of
fabrics and colors — Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair’

Call now toll free for our lowest price.
Please mention code 60819 when ordering.

1-888-734-0360

Tan Chocolate Burgundy

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo

© 2015 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

46371

Long Lasting
Duralux Leather

DuralLux 11
Microfiber



Solar White Owl Light

e Stakes Easily Into Groun
¢ Solar Powered

SAVE $7.00

off original price

Dept 70554 © 2015 Dream Products, Inc. (Prices valid for 1yr.)

Glows In
The Dark

'« Rabbits
e Squirrels
* Rodents
e And More

F R E E Shipping & Handling

Receive A Free Surprise
Gift With Every Order

Scares Away Unwanted Pests

A natural enemy of plant-destroying
pests like rabbits, squirrels and
rodents, its image keeps them away
while it beautifies outdoor areas.
Built-in solar panel collects sun’s

rays during daylight hours to
illuminate the night beautifully.
Made of weather-resistant polyresin
measuring 14'42” including
ground stake.
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

web offers
may vary

DreamProducts.co
i S S0 - 5SBO) - P

QVISA Q1 MasterCard 1 Discover®/NOVUS=™Cards

Solar White Owl Light

e INEENENE NN
____Solar White Owl Light @ $12.99 | ¢ Name
City ST Zip

Add $4.95 Regular Shipping & Handling (S & H) 1st item

FREE Regular S&H when buying 2 or more! | $ Daytime Phone #

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
D ¢/  Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) | $ 2.95 | Email Address

= Print CI | Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
ease Frint Liearly TOTAL | § Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496

_______________________________________________________________

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax |§ Address X
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1




ZOOMI

See the color of an eagle’s eye...

From a mile away! — Used by
federal agencies and armed
forces throughout the world,
these Military Zoom Binoculars
by Spion bring life 20 to 140
times closer. Ideal for bird
watching, boating, surveillance
—even star gazing! They are the
only binoculars with the power
and precision to bring the world
right to you with just a touch of
your finger. Feel like you're in the
middle of the action at sporting
events. See the distant world with
such sharpness and clarity that
you'll forget you’re miles away.

4
MEASURES: o~

12"x9'x 4"

FeATURES: Zoom
70mm Precision pZliXeRLIe0i0]

Lens System asingle touch!..__
One-Touch 20x to
140x optical zoom

EXPERIENCE
the MORTON

- @ ADVANTAGE

i

—

e Ii T
;rH!-E-IJ!I: ..:I'_EIHI!“I““IHH “!h!

i M

* - e

f “I wanted to go with the best
sl building I could build...

===y P That'swhyit's a
Morton Building!”

Michel B. o La Porte, TX

J7 MORTON_
7 BUILDINGS

©2015 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mor I li . The and opinions about products expressed

oy

Discover other Morton advantages
at mortonbuildings.com or
call 800-447-7436.

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER!
Be one of the first 500
to order and Save $50.00 off your
SPION Military Zoom Binoculars!

Military Zoom Binoculars
$199:95
Now $149.95

| Binocular Tripod
+7 ' TC243TP......$29.95

Coupon Gode: MQ8DGN6
ESPION=——

www.spionusa.com/MQ8DGN6
or call (800) 429-0039
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here are those of a specific customer and should not be construed to represent all buildings, materials or products sold by Morton Buildings. Ref Code 537

[ESTT WALK-IN
{I\7 BATH TUB

Family owned,

Texas-built

Lﬁfetime uarantee
~  against aks
. Great for circulation,
arthritis, stiff joints
| and relaxation

Visit our Showroom
. 3411 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

(o)

BBB
-

Granbury Chamber of Commerce Member

888-713-8842 www.hestbuywalkintubs.com

TexasCoopPower.com

™




MARKETPLACE

BUY - SELL - TRADE-ACROSS TOWN-ACROSS TEXAS

VATIOVL BARY

nationalbarn.com
) [1.800.582.2216 | ¢

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAI

SALES OR RENT-TO-O
SECURE STORAGE _ I yr=rs
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof _' = L

LARRY SINGLEY
GALL 1-866-992-9122
(817) 992-9122

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING
3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE
I-830-833-2547 =T
www.stonecote.com

WIN THE

BRUSH WAR

RECLAIMEYOUR
R@PERTY

TREE TERMINATOR BY
Phone: 417-458-4350

www.t:reete-rm i r;ato r.com G RAC E

RESPONSIBLE

>> Beauty \3
NATIVE

WILDFLOWER

...helping people restore the earth
www.seedsource.com

TexasCoopPower.com

FLOATING FISHING PIER

On your pond or lake, with or without roof
D % All sizes—installation available. g7=7»
7

? : 45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE ‘f
Call for Free Information - 1-800-310-1425

www.ellisonmarine.com e Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

Bank C.D.'s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1-800-353-4940 %

wwrw.mattsonfinancialservices.com
BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™

Sigual facuritim, inc | 00 Boigue, 5 Flosr, Waca, B

EXPERT
INSTALLATION
LIFETIME WARRANTY
W INCREASED
EEEchlﬁg HOME VALUE
BILL>3

femQoutherng Builders

Gt

ASK ABOUT
ENERGY STAR

R
SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR
« 12" to 6" diameter trees and brush.

« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.
(512) 263-6830 » www.brushshark.com

TEXAS MEDICAL PLANS
Independent, Authorized Agent for

.| BlueCross BlueShield
VAV e of Texas

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT COVERAGE

1-888-888-6698

clne 0 mini.--r
e T'%ﬂ:ﬂ“-

Since 1965, we have produced
husky, healthy Baby Chicks, Muscovy
Ducklings, Heritage (Old-Fashioned)

Turkey Poults and Guinea Keets.
Fast, safe and guaranteed shipments.
Visit our website, then call to place your

credit card order.
www.countryhatchery.net
Call for a free color brochure

405-257-1236

Country Hatchery, Inc. + Box 747 « Wewoka, OK 74884

= U - L Rk
LU R BB
U - 311 5500
Lot B e s, SN
Lo Bt R E S o Ty

wIEHTT
Fax

ETE[LE'.H.M STSTEMS

Béi-ETdd ama o B rbdenbddy com
n.-;.. tw: wew. BH -\.i_-.r. oGoCOM

Tadl Fress 1-BBH-HT5-HZ33
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HARBOR FREIGHT

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

SUPER COUPON 17 SUPER COUPON

50,3 FREE

How Does Harhor Freight

Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools
at the LOWEST Prices?

WITH ANY PURCHASE
3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT |
NINE LED ALUMINUM
FLASHLIGHT |

ITEM 69052 ¢
69111/62522/62573

Item
69052
shown

> 7
&

_CHICAGOBELECTRIC

We have invested millions of
quality test labs and millions more

in our factories, so our tools will go

toe-to-toe with the top professional

brands. And we can sell them for 1
a fraction of the price because we Y SGLE e $699 :
T STt (o T, T e T s anorGannol e eed it oter dcourt, coupen, it cards nae Tk | ]

. g N .v - l Saw( Mill (Iltem 61712/62?&‘;5/61138‘) Preﬂat{or IGgs Power Itemsh openﬂboxaowtséms I I LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our I
simple! Come visit one of our R i DR S (! oA, ol § g SRR o o g SO SR ]
550 Stores Nationwide. I ([ I|||| i I|||I||III|I||||IIII |I|I|II| ] MO OO 00 M OOt I

<N " m 5 FT. 6" x 7 FT. 6" PACIFIC HYDROSTAR
BLE-BEVEL MITER SAW XS ALL PURPOSE WEATHER XX 1650 PSI
WITH LASER GUIDE B> RESISTANT TARP B>
i NEW)  orio son - LoT 0. i
165 -~
shown 1
|||| unnn® 13499y 5269 ; Iy i
REG. PRICE $299. 99' REG. PRICE $6.99 IklﬂlglInAQsmGoon at our s(ores or HarborFrewghtcom or by caling

dollars in our own state-of-the-art
cut out the middle man and pass LI 1S 20% o ay oo et ur e or rboregcoor b caling I 1
Iger\erators tool storage or carts, welders, floor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher
must be presented. Valid (hr gh 8/1/15. Limit one pon per customer per day. must be presented. Valid |hmugh 8/1/15. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.
vl 12" SLIDING COMPOUND
X 5> ’ DOU
° PRESSURE
LOT NO. 953/69136
69248/69128/69210 ' Sé%f WASHER
Item 69684 shown 1 $ 99 REG.
AVE PRICE
Item 953
Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior

§ LIMIT5 - Good at our Slmes or Hamanre\ghl com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount § LIMIT 8 - Good at our slnres or Havhavaa\ghl com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount § purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt.
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. § Or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 3 Offer good while supplies last. Non-fransferable. Original coupon must be
1 Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. ¥ Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER v wow SUPER COUPON! ot wow SUPER COUPON!

drilimaster PLE BALL
LOT NO. 95578 S« GENERALTD SAVE TRI
ER - TRAILER HITCH
€D oo 2 1o
« 1060 1b. Capacltv OLLER cABlN g

69645/60625
/ LOT NO. 94141
. i4600cu.in.  {emerest 61831/61609

Item 60625 74/61320
go% $Q99§ 5 ""“"”“7 3 st

6987
shown hem94141 61913/61914
REG. PRICE $19.99 REG. PRICE $639<99

$ 9??
REG. PRICE $59:99
R NP O 00O OO g \I\Il\l\llllllllll\llll\\llzlw W AN AR

(he used with other discourt
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¥ Non-ranserable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 8/1/15. Limit one coupon per customer ger day. " e "a,\mmhyg igha coupon mist

OUPON! g,

Non-t (rans'erable ormma cuupun must
3-1/2 Pumps Lifts

”2.5 HP, 21 GALLON
MoslVehu:les

K/ QQQQ

% 700 RUNNING WATTS %° S 125 P$I VERTICAL
RAPlD PUMP « Weighs 27 Ibs. 2 HP 63 CC) 2 CYCLE & AIR COMPRESSOR
1.5 TON ALUMINUM RECR ATIONAL ™ oAyE  CENTRALPNEUMATIC
RACING JACK  remseoss GENERATOR ; 70 renoee LOTNO. 67807
0. Ba053/69252 LOT NO. 60338/69381/62472/66619| onn " 61454/61603
50559/62160/52495/62515 VE Item 99 E REG.
i SE :999% | 51499 5

. REG PRICE $179.99 '
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%87 2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH L Q82 10 FT. x 20 FT. !
RS s WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL 68 Wow. S WRENCHES 633 53 FoREnLE
(,Q LOT NO. 68146 1 « Accuracy PITTSBURGH CAR CANUPY-

61258/61207/61840 Jy  within =4% g % >
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* 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed e No Hassle Return Policy * 550 Stores Nationwide
e Over 25 Million Satisfied Customers e Lifetime Warranty on an nand Toois e HarhorFreight.com 800-423-2567




LOW COST

Mobile Home Insurance

_ e Complete coverage

e Superior service
e Easy payment plans
52011( (Including the option of Credit Cards)
STANDARD ) e Lowdeductibles
o Free & easy online
quotes

- www.stdins.com

Call For A Custom Quote

800-522-0146

Serving = STANDARD
Texas Mobile .
Homeowners

since 1961 INSURANCE AGENCY

WE BUY MINERALS aﬁé‘ )
We pay cash for producing

or non-producing mineral interests.

CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337

| Get the Muck

=i QUT!

Marble size quaCIear Pellets clear
your lake or pond bottom.

Beneficial microorganisms. Restore balance in natural
and man made surface waters. Increase water clarity.
Improve water quality. Eliminate black organic muck.

A 10 Ib. bag treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres
$88.00

A 50 Ib. bag treats 2.50 t0 5.00 acres
$339.00
Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly to maintain.
No water use restrictions! FREE SHIPPING!

800-328-9350
KillLakeWeeds.com

Order online today, or request free information.

AQUACIDE CO. &

PO Box 10748, DEPT 40HX (8|
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748

ﬂ@

“l-,.!__ permonthiWACES

33402 Hwy. 290 West » Hockley, TX » 1-888-869-6202
Build your customized package online at www.tractorpackages.com

TexasCoopPower.com

10% down e $349 ]

The Original
Trimmer-on-Wheels

Just Got BETTER!

The NEW

DR® TRIMMER/MOWER
TRIMS, MOWS waist-high grass and weeds.
CUTS BRUSH, SAPLINGS up to 3" thick with
exclusive accessories.

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING CORD
available anywhere (225 mil SawTooth™).

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

TOLL-FREE

877-201-5551

DRtrimmers.com

87027X © 2015
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gravity defyer

ADVANCED FOOTWEAR TECHNOLOGY Q‘
R

SHOES THAT WILL CHANGE
YOUR LIFE..GUARANTEED!

 Absorb harmful impact

 Stay comfortable & active

v Support & protect your body
/ Stand & walk with greater ease

TB9007MBL
BLACK

They are awesome, saved my job... | work on
my feet all day and used to pack my knees with

ice, now | come home with no pain.
- Ron B.

Limited time offer

A
K‘ﬂ

PROTECTION

COMFORT

PERFORMANCE

Absorbs
Harmful Impact

Feel better. Do more.

The stress and discomfort of being
active and on your feet can destroy
your quality of life. As you age,
cartilage and other tissues that
protect your joints become thinner
and less resilient. Gravity Defyer®
footwear helps protect your body and
provide shock absorption from the
ground up. Jogging running, walking
— even routine standing, generate
punishing impact. These forces
produce lasting damage and wear
on the body. Gravity Defyer footwear
changes how our bodies relate to the

Extora $149.95
MEn - Sizes 7.5-15

BLACK TB9006MBL

WHITE TB9006MWS
WomenN - Sizes 5-11

BLACK TB9006FBL

WHITE TB9006FWS

Stores Energy,
Distributes Force

Returns Energy

forces that prevent us from leading
more active lives.

The Ultimate Shock

Absorbing Footwear

With each step our patented shoe
technology returns energy to you, to help
you stay active and on your feet longer.
A more active you means your muscles
build strength and endurance, your body
receives more oxygen and nutrients, and
the heart and lungs work more efficiently.
As your body gets more efficient you will
have more energy to live the life you've
always dreamed of!

Extora Il $149.95
MEen - Sizes 7.5-15

BLACK TB9007MBL

WHITE TB9007MWS
Women - Sizes 5-11

BLACK TB9007FBL

WHITE TB9007FWS

*Limit 1 free insole per order with purchase of shoes. Shoes must be returned within 30 days and in like new condition
for refund or exchange. Free shipping on orders anywhere in the US. Credit card authorization required. See website for

complete details. Valid in participating retailers only.

FREE PAIR OF
CUSTOM ORTHOTICS

WITH SHOE PURCHASE

Supportive

/Arch

FREE!

oy

Protective
Heel Cup

Flat Arches/Pronation High/Med Arches
TF502F/TF502M TF501F/TF501M

PLUS
v Free Shipping
v Free Returns

v Free Exchanges

COUPON CODE: MQ8DGY2

Call 1(800) 429-0039
GravityDefyer.com/MQ8DGY2

Gravity Defyer Corp.
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331




SCOTT DAWSON

Santa Anna’s Complex Character

The Mexican general occasionally contradicted his well-documented brutality

BY MARTHA DEERINGER

GEN. ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA,
president of Mexico, dictator, tyrant, self-
styled Napoleon of the West, waged a
vicious war against rebellious Texians
during the Texas Revolution of 1836. He
ordered a take-no-prisoners policy at
the Alamo and directed the execution of
all Texian soldiers captured at Goliad.
Glimpses into the dictator’s well-hidden
personal life only surfaced occasionally.

In the aftermath of the Alamo, Santa
Anna sent for Susanna Dickinson, wife
of artilleryman Almeron Dickinson, and
offered to take her and her 15-month-old
daughter, Angelina, with him to Mexico.
There, he promised they would live in the
palace, and baby Angelina would be reared
as his daughter with aristocratic privileges.

Susanna refused. Santa Anna sent her
with a military escort toward Gonzalez and
gave her a handwritten ultimatum for Sam
Houston that detailed the Texian defeat at
the Alamo and warned of further reprisals.

A few weeks later, on April 21,1836, the
Texian army overwhelmed Santa Anna’s
forces at San Jacinto. When he perceived
that defeat was inevitable, the general
attempted escape but was taken prisoner.
After negotiating the Treaty of Velasco, a
wounded Sam Houston, aware that many
loyal Texians wanted the Mexican dictator
executed, decided to move him to a safe
place. Houston chose Orozimbo, a secluded
plantation owned by James Aeneas E.
Phelps, a doctor.

From July through November of 1836,
Santa Anna remained at the Phelps plan-
tation under heavy guard. The Phelpses
treated their notorious guest with respect.
When a rescue attempt by a bold Mexican
officer failed, Santa Anna sank into depres-
sion and drank poison, but Phelps nursed
him back to health. Phelps’ wife was said
to have saved the general’s life a second time
by begging for his life when a Texian soldier
broke in and attempted to execute him.

Santa Anna would repay the Phelpses’

TexasCoopPower.com

kindness. During the ill-fated Mier Ex-
pedition in December 1842, their son,
Orlando Phelps, was captured. When Santa
Anna confirmed the young man was the
son of his former host, the general ordered
him released. He sent the youth into the
city with an escort. The younger Phelps was
then outfitted with new clothes and moved
into the palace.

Santa Anna said he felt fortunate to have
it in his power to return, in some measure,
the kindness Phelps had shown him when
he was a prisoner in Texas. Santa Anna gave
the younger Phelps money and sent him
back to Texas by stagecoach. For many
years, the Mexican dictator regularly sent
Christmas presents to the Phelps family.

In about 1900, school principal Sarah S.
King of the Bowie School invited John
Christopher Columbus Hill, another sur-
vivor of the Mier Expedition, to speak to
her students about his experiences. King
recorded the talk as Hill told his story. He
had set off for Mexico at age 13 with his
father and older brother as part of a volun-
teer Texian force to fight Mexican troops.

After their capture at Mier, the captives
attempted to escape. An infuriated Santa
Anna ordered every 10th prisoner shot. By
then Mexican Gen. Pedro de Ampudia had
taken Hill, the youngest of the captives,
under his wing and sent him to Mexico City,
where he reported directly to Santa Anna.
Young Hill’s courage won the admiration
of the general, who offered to adopt, edu-
cate and provide for the boy. Santa Anna
also released Hill’s father and brother.

Santa Anna treated Hill as a son, sending
him to mining school in 1850. Although he
occasionally returned to Texas to visit his
family, Hill spent the rest of his life design-
ing mines and railroads in Mexico. This was
one more example of how, in spite of Santa
Anna’s disastrous leadership and dictatorial
behavior, some reported that the Mexican
general had an engaging personality.

Martha Deeringer, a member of Heart of
Texas EC, lives near McGregor.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
If you're interested in further research regarding
Santa Anna, see our list of resources.
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Shared success is a hallmark of the cooperative model

Rural cooperatives have always made a real difference in their
communities. Since 2012, many of our customers have doubled their
impact by participating in CoBank’s Sharing Success program, which
matches their charitable donations. Together, CoBank and its customers
have given more than $14 million to charitable organizations throughout
rural America. It’s another way CoBank creates value for our customers —
partnering with them to strengthen their communities.

Our commitment to serving our customers, and rural America, has never been stronger.

W COBANK

COOPERATIVE. CONNECTED. COMMITTED.

800-542-8072 « www.cobank.com A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ?g_%(

The National Grass of Texas

www.TURFFALO.com
or 800-872-0522

BredinTexas to help save one of ourmost precious resources - water! Orderfromyour

frendir
_ _ sresou _ N T el
nursery or direct from Turffalo online. Your lawn will be shipped toyou in plugs that are Tu rﬁalo'

easytoinstallatone persquarefoot.Then getreadyforagreenlawn-insunorinshade!
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Dinner for Two

FOR SOME, DINNER FOR TWO MEANS
flowers, candles and romance; for others,
it’s TV trays and dinner on the couch.
Whatever the case, the average house-
hold size is shrinking, and dinner for two
is more common than ever. Still, most
recipes are designed to feed four to six,
leaving singles, empty-nesters and small
families with leftovers that may last up to
aweek. Given the scenario, we asked our
readers to share recipes that serve two.
Our featured dish is a scaled-back
recipe from “Dairylicious! Cooking with
Dairy” by Kitchen Kimberly and the
Southwest Dairy Farmers, available
at southwestdairyfarmers.com and
Amazon.com.

ANNA GINSBERG, FOOD EDITOR

TexasCoopPower.com

Caprese Toast Bites for Two

teaspoon unsalted butter
small clove garlic, minced
cup canned petite diced tomatoes
(drained), or chopped fresh tomatoes
tablespoon chopped fresh basil
pound sourdough bread (2-4 slices),
thickly sliced
tablespoons cream cheese

1 tablespoon Parmesan cheese

%  cup shredded mozzarella cheese

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Melt butter in a skillet over medium-
high heat. Add garlic and cook, stirring

constantly, until fragrant, about 1 minute.

Mix in tomatoes and fresh basil. Reduce

heat to medium and cook about 1 minute.

Remove from heat.
3. Toast bread slices on a baking sheet

about 5 minutes or until lightly toasted.
In a small mixing bowl, combine the
cream cheese with the Parmesan
cheese.

4. Spread warm bread slices with soft-
ened cream cheese mixture, and then
spoon warm tomato mixture over the
cream cheese. Sprinkle evenly with
shredded mozzarella.

5. Return bread to oven and bake until
cheese is melted, about 5 minutes.

COOK’s TIP from Kitchen Kimberly: Another
way to prepare this recipe is to slice the loaf of
bread in half horizontally, and then spread the
mixtures as directed over each half. Slice the
halves into the desired serving size and enjoy!

Servings: 4. Serving size: 1 slice toast. Per serving:
174 calories, 8.57 g protein, 6.51 g fat, 19.02 g carbo-
hydrates, 1.09 g dietary fiber, 394 mg sodium, 1.84 g
sugars, 20 mg cholesterol
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Dinner for Two

&,

can turn out to be a big hit.

Chicken Cordon
Bleu en Croute

2 large boneless, skinless chicken
breasts

Salt and pepper to taste

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon butter

1 sheet puff pastry dough

4 slices Swiss cheese

4 thin slices ham

EGG WASH
1 large egg, beaten with a splash
of water

SAUCE

2 tablespoons butter (Y stick)
1 small shallot, minced

2 tablespoons flour

Y2 cup dry white wine

1 cup chicken broth

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line
two baking sheets with parchment
paper.

2. CHICKEN: Cut each breast horizon-
tally through the center to create a
total of four pieces. Place pieces
between two sheets of plastic wrap,
pound gently to an even thickness,
then season with salt and pepper.

3. Heat olive oil and butter in a skillet

or sauté pan over medium-high heat.

Place two chicken breast pieces in pan

at a time and cook 2-3 minutes on
each side to brown. Repeat with
remaining chicken, then set aside to
cool (no need to fully cook the
chicken). Keep the skillet handy for
further use; do not clean.

4. Cut the sheet of puff pastry dough
into four squares. On a floured surface
using a floured rolling pin, roll each
square until doubled in size. Layer a
slice of Swiss cheese, a slice of ham

36 Texas Co-op Power April 2015

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE CONTEST WINNER

CARLY TERRELL | UNITED COOPERATIVE SERVICES

When you're not feeding a crowd, you can enjoy the freedom to
splurge a little, either with ingredients or attention to detail—or
both. From chicken and steak to crab, dessert and beyond, our
readers showed us that dinner for two may be a small affair, but it

and piece of seared chicken on the
dough diagonally and fold the dough
ends over the stack to form a pocket.
Turn seam side down and place on
parchment-lined baking sheets.
Repeat with remaining pieces of
cheese, ham, chicken and pastry
dough. Place two croutes on each
baking sheet.

5. Brush tops with egg wash. Place
both baking sheets in oven and bake
25-30 minutes or until golden
brown. Let cool about 5 minutes.

6. SAUCE: About 15 minutes before the
chicken is done, start the sauce. On
medium-high, heat butter in the same
pan used to sear the chicken. Add the
minced shallot. When shallot starts to
soften and brown, add the flour, stir-
ring constantly to make a golden roux.
Pour in the wine to deglaze the pan,
then add the broth. Stir continuously
until reduced by about half.

7. Spoon sauce onto plates and set
two chicken croutes on each plate.

COOK’S TIP If you don't have a shallot, you
can use % of a red onion.

Servings: 2. Serving size: 1 breast. Per serving:
1,076 calories, 89.70 g protein, 57.20 g fat, 24.58 g
carbohydrates, 1.30 g dietary fiber, 1,674 mg
sodium, 1.88 g sugars, 395 mg cholesterol

$100 Recipe Contest

September’s recipe contest topic is Five Ingredients or Fewer. Sometimes
if you can’t get to the store, you have to make do with what’s on hand ... and
the results can be terrific. Send us your favorite recipes with five ingredients
or fewer. Oil, water, salt and pepper don’t count. The deadline is April 10.

There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th
Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and phone number, plus your

co-op and the name of the contest you are entering.

Steak for Two
DENA Z1Z20 | BLUEBONNET £C

1 Ya-inch-thick rib-eye steak

Salt and pepper

Ya  cup butter (% stick), divided use

4 sprigs fresh thyme, tied in a bundle
with cooking twine

2 ounces blue cheese, crumbled

4 ounces sliced mushrooms

1 small onion, thinly sliced

% cup dry red wine, plus more
as needed

1. Season the steak on both sides with
salt and pepper. Melt half the butter in a
cast iron skillet over medium heat. Place
steak in pan and cook on one side for

4 minutes.

2. Add the remaining butter and the
bundle of thyme. Turn the steak over
and cook another 4 minutes, spooning
the melted butter on top of the steak as
it cooks. Turn the steak again and spoon
the butter on top for one more minute.
3. Remove steak from pan and set on
serving platter. Sprinkle the blue cheese
on top of the steak.

4. Remove the thyme bundle from the
pan and add the mushrooms and onion.
Cook 3-4 minutes until soft. Add the
wine and cook another 2 minutes.

5. Slice the steak. Pour the mushroom
mixture over the steak and serve.

Servings: 2. Serving size: % steak. Per serving:

402 calories, 9.24 g protein, 29.53 g fat, 12.98 g
carbohydrates, 3.58 g dietary fiber, 552 mg sodium,
418 g sugars, 82 mg cholesterol




© ANNA CVETKOVA | DREAMSTIME.COM

© STOCKCREATIONS | DREAMSTIME.COM. GLASSES

Classic Lump Crab
Cakes for Two
ELVIS & GINGER MCQUINN | BARTLETT £C

1 large egg, beaten

Y2 teaspoon yellow mustard

2 tablespoons mayonnaise

3 teaspoons parsley flakes

2 teaspoons seafood seasoning
(such as Old Bay)

slices white bread, crumbled
pound lump crab meat
tablespoons cooking oil
lemon wedges

NN =N

1. Mix the egg, mustard, mayonnaise,
parsley, seafood seasoning and crumbled
bread until well blended.

2. Gently stir in crab meat and shape
into 4 patties.

3. In a skillet, heat the oil over medium
heat and cook the crab cakes, turning
carefully, until golden brown on both
sides. Serve 2 to a plate and garnish each
plate with alemon wedge.

Servings: 2. Serving size: 2 patties. Per serving:
519 calories, 46.40 g protein, 28.40 g fat, 13.13 g
carbohydrates, 0.82 g dietary fiber, 1,432 mg
sodium, 1.28 g sugars, 269 mg cholesterol

Lamb Chops for Two
SUSAN LAVERY | FARMERS EC

2 lamb chops

2 teaspoons olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

1 clove crushed garlic, or more
to taste

1 teaspoon herbes de Provence

1. Rub lamb chops with oil and season
both sides with salt, pepper, crushed gar-
lic and herbes de Provence. Let sit about
15 minutes.

2. Grill chops about 6 minutes on each
side or until center reaches 145 degrees
for medium doneness.

Servings: 2. Serving size: 1 chop. Per serving: 462
calories, 16.52 g protein, 40.66 g fat, 0.39 g carbo-
hydrates, 0.23 g dietary fiber, 136 mg sodium,
0.02 g sugars, 86 mg cholesterol

Chocolate Mint Pudding
NANCY PUMPHREY | BIG COUNTRY EC

6  ounces firm silken tofu

%2 cup sugar

%  cup baking cocoa

1 tablespoon vanilla soy milk

1 tablespoon butter or margarine,

melted
%  teaspoon mint extract
Dash salt

1. Combine all ingredients in a food
processor. Cover and process until
smooth.

2. Divide mixture between dessert
dishes and refrigerate until serving.

Servings: 2. Serving size: 4 ounces. Per serving:
320 calories, 6.56 g protein, 9.59 g fat, 68.96 g
carbohydrates, 10.74 g dietary fiber, 155 mg

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
You'll find a couple more menu options for Dinner
for Two online.

Limit one per customer at this special low price!

Get a 2015 American Eagle
Silver Dollar at our cost/

You can’t purchase this Uncirculated
American Eagle silver dollar directly from
the U.S. Mint. But you can now purchase
the official 2015 U.S. silver dollar from
Littleton Coin Company at our cost — and
with FREE shipping to your home!

The beautiful and sought-after $1
American Eagle is over 99.9% pure silver and carries
the same design as the popular “Walking Liberty”
silver coins of 1916-47. You'll also receive our fully
illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating selections

Limited-Time Qffer’/

TexasCoopPower.com

ONLY

$19.44

with FREE Shipping!

from our Free Examination Coins-on-
Approval Service, from which you may
purchase any or none of the coins -
return balance in 15 days — with option

your 2015 American Eagle silver dollar
at our cost today!

New Release!
* One ounce of 99.93% pure silver!

* Beautiful mint Uncirculated condition!

* 2015 marks the 30th year of issue
of the American Eagle series

* Limited-time offer for new customers

Due to fluctuations in the coin market, prices are subject to change.
* “At our cost” reflects market price as of February 11, 2015.

to cancel at any time. Don’t delay — order

©2015 LCC, LLC

- ' ; =
FREE Gift! /.
when you order by deadline -
Complete 4-Coin Uncirculated
Set of 2009 cents, featuring

special designs honoring the
bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth!

45-Dqy Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, May 31, 2015

1 Special Offer for New Customers Only !
Get a 2015 American Eagle Silver Dollar at our cost/1

MYES' Please send me the Uncirculated
* American Eagle Silver Dollar at
Littleton’s cost (limit 1). Plus, send my FREE
Uncirculated 2009 4-Coin Lincoln Cent Set
(one per customer, please).

Limit One: $_19.44 :

]
Shipping & Handling: $_FREE! :

Method of payment:
[d Check or Money Order 1
payable to Littleton Coin Co.
[AVISA [dMasterCard [JAmerican Express dDiscover Network |

Card No. Exp. Date /

Total Amount: $_19.44

Name

Please print your complete name and address clearly

Address Apt#

City. State Zip.

E-Mail

Please send coupon to: Dept. 3TX400
Sz ;

> f 1309 Mt. Eustis Road
Ic'g.ﬁtclcf?nﬁ%; Littleton NH 03561-3737

America’s Favorite Coin Source e TRUSTED SINCE 1945
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In Bloom

Just living is not enough ... one must have sunshine, freedom, and
a little flower. —Hans Christian Andersen

» NIKKI DICKERSON, Pedernales EC: This American white water lily was
photographed at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin.

IN THE WILD AND IN THE GARDEN, spring flowers are in full

bloom. Texas Co-op Power readers sent in photos of some real
beauties. GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Brighten up your day with more
blossoms online.

» PAT DUNNUCK, Sam Houston EC: Raindrops adorn this rose.

v SHARON REGAN, Magic Valley EC: You have to get up early to capture
this night-blooming cactus.

v PAUL GARCIA, Medina EC: When the flowers
come in spring, so do the butterflies.

UPCOMING CONTESTS v REBEKAH BONGATO, Sam Houston EC: Purple
thistle attracts a butterfly.

JULY MY FIRST CAR DUE APR10
AUGUST AROUND THE FARM DUE APR10
SEPTEMBER MY FAVORITE TEACHER DUE MAY 10

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op
affiliation, plus the contest topic and a brief description of your photo.

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at Texas CoopPower.com
/contests. MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX
78701. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you
want your entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not
submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We do
not accept entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot
be responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by
the deadline.

- [ -

A DAVID COHEN, Guadalupe Valley EC: Taken at the
San Antonio Botanical Gardens, this hibiscus is a
favorite of monarch butterflies.

38 Texas Co-op Power April 2015 TexasCoopPower.com



v MARIA HERNANDEZ, SHELBY GORDON, Bluebonnet
EC: This passion flower’s bold bloom speaks for itself.

k|

v CANDY LOVINS, Nueces EC: Candy shares her coral
vines in full bloom.

v CAMMY HATZENBUEHLER, Grayson-Collin EC:
A purple iris stands tall in the sun.

A CHARLES ASCHENBECK, Jackson EC: Bluebonnets cover the ground on either side of this
bridge in La Grange that spans the Colorado River.
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Pick of the Month

Caddo Culture Day
Alto [April 11]
(936) 858-3218, visitcaddomounds.com

Experience the real life and story of the Caddo
Indians from the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma
through a live performance of their cultural
music. Take part in clay bowl making, corn-
husk dolls and natural dyes, flint knapping,
atlat! throwing and guided tours of the Caddo
Mounds State Historic Site.

CADDO: THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION. GIRL:© ACIK | DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB

April
8

Canton [8-11] Van Zandt County Fair
and Rodeo, (214) 732-9811

9

Brenham Art in Blossom Flower
and Art Show, (979) 277-4023,
bluebonnetgardenclub.com

Marble Falls [9-11] Paint the Town,
(877) 638-3927, paintthetownmftx.org

10

Blanco [10-12] Wild Woman Weekend,
(512) 750-6362, wildwomanweekend.org

11

Decatur Glitzy Girls Trailer Park,
(940) 210-9169

Kemp Wildflower Festival, (903) 498-3191,
cityofkemp.org

Lampasas Hillacious Bike Tour,
(210) 326-8892, lampasashillaciousbiketour.com

Get GO I ng > For a complete listing of the events and festivals across

Palacios Patchwork of Life Christian
Women’s Conference, (361) 972-6068,
patchworkoflife.com

Rockdale Relay For Life of Milam County,
(512) 760-7194, relayforlife.org/milamcotx

Texarkana Ark-La-Tex Challenge:
One Ride, Three States, (903) 276-6267,
arklatexchallenge.com

Utopia Community Auction,
(830) 966-2435, utopiaems@gmail.com

Possum Kingdom Lake [11-18] Arte de los
Brazos, (940) 779-2424, artedelosbrazos.com

April 11
Kemp
Wildflower
Festival

THE TREMONT HOUSE

A Wyndham Grand Hotel

« 2-night stay (Sunday-Thursday)
* $200 food and beverage voucher

« VIP Pass for Galveston Attractions
from the Galveston Island CVB

« $75 gift certificate to Nonno Tony’s
World Kitchen at Pier 21

ENTER TODAY AT

TEXAS LR ROWER g

Exclusive Offer for Texas Co-op Power Readers:
Enjoy a15% discount on the best available rate
at The Tremont House (Sunday-Thursday, sub-
ject to availability). Valid through December 31,
2015. Enter rate code XXXLOC28.
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Srarborough

HII!:E i MAY 2¢

Step Back in Time for the Time of Your Life
P
Jousting, Birds of Prey,

21 Stages of Renaissanc rtainment,
200 Shoppes, Artisan Demonstrations,
Mermaid Lagoon e so much more!

Get Your Tickets On-Line - TODAY!

(.:"%\' 2] www.SRFestival.com

28TH ANNUAL

Folklife Festival

MAY-1ST-2ND+-3RD

he Sam Houston Memorial Museum’s

15 acre grounds become a bustling

frontier settlement where the whole
family can enjoy historical reenactments,
listen to music, shop for crafts and food,
or simply stroll the same grounds where
Sam and Margaret Houston lived and
where their children played. /2,

LY [100

§Fol
Lestiva]

%
¢ \
4

vV

HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

ADULT (13-and up) $5 « CHILD $3 » Under 3 Free
1836 Sam Houston Ave « Free Parking & Shuttle
Call 936-294-1832 » Website GSHFF.com
Funding by the City of Huntsville  HuntsvilleTexas.com

—
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17

Grandview [17-19] Antique Alley Texas
and 30+ Miles of Shopping, (817) 240-4948,
AntiqueAlleyTexas.com

18

Bryan Downtown Street and Art Fair,

(979) 822-4920, downtownstreetandartfair.com
Denison Big Texas Breakfast Open House,
(903) 465-8908, visiteisenhowerbirthplace.com
Huntsville Margaret Lea Houston

Birthday Celebration, (936) 294-1832,
samhoustonmemorialmuseum.com

Brazoria [18-19] Migration Celebration,
(866) 403-5829, migrationcelebration.com

19

New Braunfels [19-24] Texas Woodcarvers
Guild Spring Seminars, (940) 484-9395,
texaswoodcarversguild.com

24

Kirbyville Kirbyville Public Library
Local Author Event, (409) 423-4653,
kirbyvillelibrary.org

AKIYOKO049 | BIGSTOCK.COM

the state, visit TexasCoopPower.com/events

April 19-24

New Braunfels
Texas Woodcarvers Guild
Spring Seminars

Lamesa [24-26] Chicken-Fried Steak
Festival/Balloon Rally, (806) 777-1171,
ci.lamesa.tx.us

25

Canadian Block Party and Canadian’s
Got Talent, (806) 323-6234, canadiantx.com

Granbury Annual Acton Nature Run,
(817) 326-6005, actonnaturecenter.org

New Ulm Art Festival, (713) 446-6348,

26

Lake Jackson Taste of the Town,
(979) 285-2501, visitbrazosport.com

30

Helotes [30-May 3] Cornyval and PRCA
Rodeo, (210) 695-2103, cornyval.org

May
2

Boerne Heal the Soul 5K/10K Trail Run,
(830) 331-8950, kcwstexas.org

Stephenville Cowboy Capital MS Trail Ride,
(254) 592-1895, mstrailride.com

Victoria Cinco de Mayo Celebration,
(361) 573-5277, visitvictoriatexas.com

Submit Your Event!

We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
June by April 10, and it just might be

featured in this calendar!

Quality, affordable travel since 1967!

Autumn Leaves Tour
Striking Fall Foliage in the Northeast

14 days from $1499*

Departs September 18 & October 9, 2015.
Start in Philadelphia, the birthplace of

the U.S. Constitution. Travel through the
colorful vistas of Amish country to historic
Gettysburg and tour Civil War battlefields.
Visit the Corning Museum of Glass and see
the spectacle of the astonishing Niagara
Falls, Canada. Enjoy a sightseeing cruise
through the 1000 islands. Drive through the
beautiful scenery of Adirondack Park, Lake
Placid, the White and the Green Mountains
including Franconia Notch State Park and
Flume Gorge. Follow the Freedom Trail in
colonial Boston. Visit Plymouth, Cape Cod
National Seashore and tour one

of the famous mansions in
Newport, RI. Explore New
York City seeing all the major
sights of the “Big Apple”

‘PPDO. Plus $159 tax/service/government fees. Add
$100 for September 18" departure date. Alternate
September - October departure dates available.
Seasonal charges may apply. Add-on airfare available.

wasy Call for Details!
e  877-685-4682

vacations
Itstime totravel Please mention promo code CF09500

Travel with z
others in the
AG lndustry! <

TexasCoopPower.com

newulmartfestival.org

some mighty big bones at the
|

fellas at the

and some super bold .'5 P

to see

(r

TEXAS &7

800-WACO-FUN orWacoHeartofTexas.com |

WIN A SET OF
SIGNED POSTERS

We’re giving away a set of
16" x 20" Butterflies of Texas
and Hummingbirds of Texas posters
signed by artist Aletha St. Romain.

ENTER TODAY AT

TEXAS LR ROWER g
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Hit the Road

Llano: Between a Rock and a Hard Place

This Hill Country town comes by its many assets naturally

BY HELEN THOMPSON

“YOU COULD BE BLINDFOLDED AND DRIVEN
around for hours,” says Terry “Tex” Toler,
“but you'll know exactly where you are the
minute you take the blindfold off.” Toler
refers to his adopted hometown of Llano,
where he manages Llano’s Main Street Pro-
gram. He attributes the area’s rock-solid
unique identity to geology, which is quin-
tessential Hill Country with a mighty dose
of moonscape thrown in.

The city of Llano sits amid modestly
mountainous terrain. Round Mountain,
Packsaddle Mountain and Dancer Peak are
high points on the Llano Uplift. The uplift
is anisland of granite that got superheated
about 2.5 billion years ago and then cooled,
leaving giant bubbles of granite now
exposed by millions of years of erosion.
Enchanted Rock, the massive pink granite
dome just 15 miles south of Llano, is a
conspicuous upshot. Enclosed in a state
park, Enchanted Rock is a mecca for rock
climbers who revere the dome’s diverse
climbs, with names such as Raw Meat, Fear
of Flying and Stranger Than Friction that
evoke a sense of what’s involved in ascend-
ing the 425-foot tall batholith.

The igneous excitement is reflected
everywhere in this town of 3,232 people
that’s anchored in its historic square,
presided over by the two-story sandstone,
marble and granite Victorian-style county
courthouse. The courthouse faces Ford
Street on the east (which becomes Besse-
mer Avenue north of downtown) and
Sandstone Street on the south. The street
names are reminders that Llano had an
iron-mining boom in the 1890s and still
enjoys something of a rock boom.

From its vantage point at the top of the
uplift, Llano is front and center for all sorts
of precious stones and minerals (including
gold) that were kicked up over the volatile
Precambrian years. That includes one-of-
a kind llanite, a type of granite sparked
with blue quartz crystals that is found only
in Llano County. You can see a dike of llan-
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ite on a road cut on Texas Highway 16
about 9 miles north of town.

You also can buy llanite at Enchanted
Rocks & Jewelry, owned by Frank Rowell and
his wife, Patricia Felts, who is a jeweler.
Rowell knows all the best places to look
for rocks, but one of his favorites is the
Llano River, not far from the courthouse.
Wade into the stream downhill from the
intersection of East Sandstone and Ash
streets, where swimming also is allowed.

You can’t miss the river: It flows through
the heart of Llano, underneath the beautiful
Roy Inks Bridge, a four-span, steel, 1930s-
era truss bridge that connects downtown
proper to the rest of the city. That’s where
you’'ll find the other half of Llano, including
the outdoor music venue behind the his-
toric Badu House bed-and-breakfast. It fea-
tures two decks and a patio with two
fireplaces for heating up chilly winter
nights. This is a soulful place that would
inspire a bit of jealousy in many an Austin
hangout. For more live music, Fuel Coffee
House (just off the square) perks nightly
with music ranging from the Ukulele Club
to the Lake Bottom Jazz Band.

No visit to Llano would be complete
without experiencing the fine barbecue.
Laird’s and Inman’s Kitchen and Brother’s Bar-

A jumble of massive pink granite boulders
characterizes the distinctive Hill Country
geography around Llano.

B-Que are contenders, but Cooper’s BBQ
reigns supreme. Whiff the aroma of brisket,
pork chops, ribs, chicken and sausage cook-
ingin the huge pit in front of the restaurant.
Some connoisseurs go so far as to insist that
Llano is the real barbecue capital of Texas,
but you can decide for yourself.

Deer season is big in Llano, which also
callsitself the deer capital of Texas. But the
city is a year-round happy hunting ground
for more diverse events, including the Llano
Art Studio Tour, Fiddle Fest, Crawfish
Open, Blue Bell & Bluegrass Festival, Open
Pro Rodeo & Parade, Rock’n River Fest and
Starry Starry Nights. There’s also Llano
Heritage Weekend, where Toler is planning
to add a national rock-stacking contest to
the other events such as the chuck wagon
meal, shoot-out, author extravaganza and
team roping. Rock stacking is similar to
sand castle building, but practitioners use
bigger elements and get taller results.

They are coming to the right place:
Llano, it turns out, was made to rock.

Read more of author Helen Thompson’s work at
seeninhouse.com.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
You'll find details about lodging, dining,
historic sites and maps.
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