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Factory Tours  From fruitcakes to baseball gloves, 
Texans love to see products being made 
By Jeff Siegel

Santa Seriously  Grapevine, the Christmas Capital 
of Texas, takes the holiday spirit to the extreme
By Melissa Gaskill
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NoOtherFruitcakeComesClose!
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You haven’t tasted REAL fruitcake until
you’ve tasted Collin Street DeLuxe®

Fruitcake! It truly puts ordinary fruitcake to
shame. This is why people around the world
have come back to us year after year, ordering
our fruitcake as gifts for their  families,
friends—and themselves! We honor that
trust with every single order, using the same
time-honored recipe we started with in 1896.
Every shipment guaranteed fresh, moist and
delicious.
Our Customers Say –
"…It outstrips all cakes I have ever tasted
(including my mother's)."
"Throughout the office it was unanimous that
none of us had ever met a fruitcake we liked. We
had one of your FABULOUS DeLuxe Fruitcakes
at work this past week and changed our tune."
“It is made just the way I like Christmas cakes to
be, rich and moist, and totally packed with fruit
and nuts - I am almost ashamed to say that I
consumed one whole one myself - in the space of a
week I hasten to add." Since1896
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FREE!
Shipping on orders 

over $50.00

�����	������	������� ���������

�����������	
���������	�������
�������������	����������������

No. 101 Regular Size DeLuxe (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$28.45
No. 102 Medium Size DeLuxe (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30) . . . . . . . . .  . .$41.65

No. 113 Apricot Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$38.25
No. 175 Apricot Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30) . . . . . . . . . . . .$50.45

No. 115 Pineapple Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) . . . . . . . . . . . .$34.00
No. 149 Pineapple Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30) . . . . . . . . . . . .$48.25

No. 169 Apple Cinnamon Pecan Cake (1 lb. 14 oz., serves 16-20) . . . . . .$36.20
No. 188 Apple Cinnamon Pecan Cake (2 lbs. 14 oz., serves 24-30)  . . . . .$49.30

FREE STANDARD U.S. SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $50.
For orders under $50, please add $6.45 per U.S. shipment.  

Not valid on orders previously placed.  Not valid with other offers. 
Offer expires December 10, 2015.          

KEYCOE
510456

REQUIRED



That’s Our Old Family Photo
There is a picture in the October table of contents of a couple sitting at a table

with a kerosene lamp lighting the room. The picture is not captioned but shows

my husband’s aunt and uncle, Willie and

Gene Bishop. We believe it was taken in the

Alpine area.

It was a happy surprise to see the photo-

graph in the magazine.

DEBORAH COLLINS | SONORA | SOUTHWEST TEXAS EC

EDITOR’S NOTE The photo came from the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association archives.
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historic bridges came to look at
the bridge and gave us a bid of
$500,000 to totally rehabilitate
the structure as a footbridge. 

As with those mentioned in
the article, we struggle with
how to finance preservation in 
a rural county that has no funds
to allocate for such a project.
We have even considered the
possibility of giving the bridge
to a park or location where it
could be utilized and protected,
but necessary funds would still
need to be raised. Here in Bluff
Dale, the “old swingin’ bridge”
is a historic landmark that we
hope will not be lost. 
CATHEY HARTMANN | BLUFF DALE

UNITED COOPERATIVE SERVICES

In Defense of Hunting
In reply to the recent letters stat-
ing opposition to hunting [Right
With the World, August 2015],
the statement that hunters do not
care about the animals they kill 
is not true. As a lifelong hunter, I
know that herd size is important
to keep the animal populations

healthy for all to enjoy—hunter
and nonhunter alike. 

Hunting has been a part of
this great country since it was
founded, and man has been a
hunter for thousands of years.
Hunters are part of the ecosys-
tem. Hunters pump millions of
dollars into the state’s economy,
helping landowners and the
animals themselves through
supplemental feeding and the
purchase of permits. In short,
there are many benefits of 
regulated hunting.
ED FOURTON | ABILENE

TAYLOR EC

No Waffling Here
I would like to thank you for 
the Multigrain Pecan Waffles
recipe [Breakfast Foods, August
2015]. I have tried many waffle
recipes over my 48 years of
marriage, and this is, hands
down, by far the best. It makes
nice crispy waffles that stay
crispy.
CAROL TOBERNY | MIDLOTHIAN

HILCO EC

The Doctor Is (Still) In
I am a descendant of Dr. 
Benjamin Crumley [The Old
Indian Doctor, March 2015]. My
grandmother was a Crumley. 
I currently do not have access
to my family lineage that I have
researched that says exactly
how I am related. 
SHERRI HOOKER | MANOR

BLUEBONNET EC

More Endangered Places
I was very interested in Endan-
gered Places [September 2015].
While three examples of places
that continue to be threatened
were mentioned, unfortunately
there are many more that could
have been cited. 

Here in Erath County, we
have the Bluff Dale Suspension
Bridge that was named on the
2009 list and at the ceremony
in Austin was called “the rarest

bridge in Texas,” because it is
considered the oldest cable-
stayed bridge in the state. It is 
a treasure not only to histori-
ans, but also to engineers and
bridge enthusiasts, and it is
well-known by the Historic
Bridge Foundation. 

Every time the Paluxy River
gets out of its banks, the cable
support erodes, and there is a
real danger that the historic old
bridge could fall into the creek.
An engineer who specializes in

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com
Sign up for our E-Newsletter for
monthly updates, prize drawings
and more!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share

EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op.
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Texas Co-op Power Magazine

MORE LETTERS ONLINE
We receive many thoughtful
and thought-provoking letters
from our readers. Recent topics
include charreada and hunt-
ing. The magazine presents 
an opportunity for readers 
to engage in a dialogue with 
magazine staff and other 
readers. We cannot print all 
the letters each month, so 
we post additional letters at 
TexasCoopPower.com.

LETTERS
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HAPPENINGS

Good Ol’
Country Dance

Find more 
happenings all 

across the state at 
TexasCoopPower

.com

RESOURCES

WATER
ABOVE, 

WATER
BELOW
Texas was officially deemed 
to be drought-free in July for
the first time in five years, but
concern about water availability
continues.

A multimedia project called
Our Desired Future—online at 
ourdesiredfuture.com—aims to
help Texans understand where
their water comes from and
how the state’s water resources
can be managed for long-term
viability. The Texas Center for
Policy Studies project includes
tools and maps to help users
better visualize their area.

Although there is some 
500 times more water under-
ground than above in Texas,
more groundwater is being 
removed each year than is
being replenished, leading to
the overdraft of all of the state’s
major aquifers.

In Texas law, groundwater is 
the property of the landowner;
surface water is the property 
of the state.

ON AUGUST 10, for the first time in Electric Reliability Council of Texas

history, the grid operator broke the 69,000-megawatt demand threshold. 

Peak demand for electricity reached 69,408 MW between 3 and 4 p.m. and then

jumped to 69,783 in the next hour. The previous record had been set four days

earlier. Much of Texas experienced scorching temperatures the first half of August,

and energy demand soared as residents continuously ran air conditioners. One

MW is enough to power about 200 homes during periods of peak demand. 69,783

THE BIG COUNTRY CHRISTMAS BALL, December 12 in Snyder, is an annual

dance to celebrate the holidays and raise money for the West Texas Rehabil-

itation Center. Marjorie Cloud, donor relations coordinator for the center, says

400–500 people put on their dancing boots for the event, which this year 

features music by country and western swing band Clearwater of San Angelo,

below, and special guest Leon Rausch. West Texas Rehab is a nonprofit that

provides outpatient care.

“The rehabilitation and assistive services truly allow miracles to happen,”

says Sarah McLen, key accounts executive at Big Country Electric Coopera-

tive. “They are a great group who does great things.”

INFO a WestTexasRehab.org, (325) 660-8338



INNOVATION

Windows
That Control
Sunlight
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CATCHING UP 
WITH NOKONA
Visiting the Nokona factory is
baseball glove heaven for kids
and adults who love the smell
and feel of a leather mitt and
relish the emotions they evoke.
(See this month’s feature story
Factory Tours on Page 8.)

Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan
proclaims on the Nokona web-
site that when he was a 7-year-
old boy in Alvin, the first glove
he got from the hardware store
in town was a Nokona. 

The first professional base-
ball player to endorse Nokona
gloves was Detroit Tigers
catcher Rudy York in 1934, the
year the factory in Nocona
started producing handcrafted
gloves, according to Chip Sivak
at Nokona. York later switched
to first base, the position he
played for most of his career.

Researchers at the University of Texas at Austin say 
they have developed technologies that can let in light
without transferring heat or block light while allowing
heat to pass. 

Delia Milliron of the chemical engineering depart-
ment and her team demonstrated how, using a small
jolt of electricity, a nanocrystal material could be
switched back and forth, enabling independent control
of light and energy. By allowing indoor occupants to
more precisely control the energy and sunlight passing
through a window, the new materials could significantly
reduce heating and cooling costs.

“This material could be ideal for application as a smart
electrochromic window for buildings,” Milliron says.

SMART WINDOWS

could soon be 
added to the 
arsenal of tools
homeowners can 
use to make their
dwellings more 
energy efficient.

!

FEC.GOV HAS 

THE FULL LIST OF

PRESIDENTIAL

FILERS.

;
Did you know?

PRES IDENTIAL  CAMPAIGN

Another Texan in the White House?
Raise your hand if you’re NOT running for president. More than 1,200 people have filed paperwork
with the Federal Election Commission, including a handful of candidates with Texas ties, making 2016
the eighth consecutive presidential campaign to include Texans.

Sen. Ted Cruz wants to be president. So does former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, who, in addition to
being born in Midland, was raised in Houston and educated at the University of Texas. Bush is the son
and brother of former presidents—George H.W. and George W. Bush, respectively.

Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, who was raised in Lake Jackson and attended Baylor University, and
Carly Fiorina, the former Hewlett-Packard CEO who was born in Austin, also are running. Rick Perry’s
name is on that FEC list, but the former Texas governor has since bowed out of the race.

Research by Smart Politics, a nonpartisan political news website based at the 
University of Minnesota, came up with this list of major party 
or notable independent Texans who have run for president:
Gov. Sam Houston: 1852, 1860 |
Houston entrepreneur Jesse Jones:
1928 | Speaker of the House John
Nance Garner: 1932, 1940 | Lyndon
Johnson: As U.S. Senator in 1956;
in 1960 before becoming John F.
Kennedy’s running mate; and when
he ran for re-election as president
in 1964 | U.S. Sen. Lloyd Bentsen:
1976 | Former U.S. Rep. George
H.W. Bush: 1980, 1988, 1992 | 
Former Gov. John Connally: 1980 |
Former U.S. Rep. Ron Paul: 1988,
2008, 2012 | Businessman 
Ross Perot: 1992, 1996 | 
U.S. Sen. Phil Gramm: 1996 |
Gov. George W. Bush: 2000, 
2004 | Gov. Rick Perry: 2012



F A C T O R Y
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actory tours in Texas are of an intriguing variety, whether it’s
watching the federal government print money, smelling fruit-
cake as it comes out of the oven, learning how coffee is roasted

or observing someone assemble a baseball glove, stitch by stich. 
And if some tours are high-tech, with exhibits, videos and interactive displays,

others are as straightforward as the employees at the Nokona baseball glove
factory (in the North Texas town of Nocona) operating sewing machines and
pausing to answer a visitor’s question. 

But those details are not necessarily what matter. 
What matters is what every factory tour has in common, regardless of what

that factory makes or how sophisticated the tour: People want to know how
things are made. This is particularly important in the 21st century, when so
many are far removed from the manufacturing process. Most answers can be
found with a mere thumb twiddle on a smartphone. But what draws us to a fac-
tory tour is the wonder of experiencing the process firsthand.

“There’s a much stronger emotional effect than you’d think,” says Daniel
Howard, a professor of marketing at Southern Methodist University’s Cox
School of Business. “We’re creatures who put a lot of store in emotions and
memories, things like sense and smell. That’s a direct line to our brain. And it’s
not something you’re going to get with an online tour.”

Howard’s explanation may sound academic, and he uses words like “cogni-
tive” and “evaluative,” but his enthusiasm for the subject is not only academic.
It’s an enthusiasm that tourgoers share. It’s the pleasure they get from seeing
how ingredients or components transform into the product we buy or use. “It
is a big deal,” says Howard. “And it has a very strong impact on consumers. The
factory tour delivers an experience a consumer can’t get any other way.”

At Collin Street Bakery in Corsicana and Day Break Coffee Roasters in Lub-
bock, aroma is a primary feature of each tour. At Collin Street Bakery, visitors
smell fruitcakes in the oven during the busy holiday season. Everyone who
passes through can see the production area, including where the cake batter is

mixed and where the hand decorators work. Day Break
isn’t quite as big or complicated as Collin Street, but
the impact is just as sensuous in the presence of green
coffee beans, roasters and the rich, nutty aroma of
beans ready to be ground and brewed.

Visitors can see a ball
glove made by hand at
the Nokona factory in
the town of Nocona.

By Jeff Siegel

TexasCoopPower.com

Texans love to see how things are made

From Collin Street Bakery’s fruitcakes to Nokona’s baseball gloves, 
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Carmela Fields makes money turning
out fruitcakes at Collin Street Bakery.
The U.S. Treasury’s printing plant in
Fort Worth just makes money—period.
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At the U.S. Treasury’s printing plant in Fort Worth (where
the gift shop is called The Money Factory), visitors traverse an
enclosed walkway that’s suspended over the production floor so
they can watch currency being printed. In this case, it’s not so
much about the money as it is about the spectacle—the thunder
of the presses and the seemingly endless stream of untrimmed
paper currency whirring continuously through the machines. 

t Nokona, visitors sign the guest book and
walk into the lobby. The first sensation is
the aroma of leather, which, for most, trig-
gers a series of memories and expectations.
After just a few minutes in the factory, it’s

easy to understand why a softball player from Vermont asked to
visit the plant for her 16th birthday. She wanted to get a sense of
how the glove she wore for the game she loved was made, says
Rob Storey, the executive vice president whose great-grandfather
started the company that would become Nokona in the 1920s.
While trying to trademark the name Nocona, the company was
told the name of a city could not be trademarked. So the brand
became Nokona.

“There’s nothing high-tech about what we do here,” Storey
says. “It goes back to the senses, and the need to see how some-
thing is actually made. The most common thing people tell us?
That they had no idea anyone still did it like this.”

Or, as Carla Yeargin, who leads some of the Nokona tours,
says: “They’re usually shocked that the gloves are hand-sewn,
that so many people actually touch the glove during the manu-
facturing process.”

What are the other things people learn during the tour? 
Handmade really is handmade. The only machine used is one

that embroiders the company logo on the glove. It’s not much of
an assembly line: only six gloves at a time. Otherwise, it’s a couple
dozen people, a dozen or so industrial sewing machines, hand
tools and lots of human power. In fact, the process is little dif-
ferent than it was when glove making started 80 years ago.

A stick—thicker, heavier and longer than a drumstick—is used
to turn the glove’s fingers right-side out. That’s because the gloves
are stitched together, and the fingers added, with the inside on
the outside. Martin Gomez slides this stick into the fingers, one
at a time, and forces the glove around the finger so that the finger
ends up inside the mitt. This combination of leverage and
strength is fascinating to watch.

A

“We’re creatures who put a lot of store in     

That’s a direct line to our brain.      
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The leather is cut into the shape
of a mitt using metal dies, some of
which are decades old. There isn’t
a die for left-handed gloves—the
cutter just reverses the leather.

Gloves are made of cow, buffalo
and kangaroo hide. The hides are

first sent to a tannery and then shipped to Nokona. And gloves
can be more than just the conventional brown leather color.
Nokona also makes pink and yellow ones.

The laces are threaded through the glove and webbing by hand
and then knotted. And don’t worry if it seems like a knot doesn’t
seem cinched enough. Yeargin says that once the knot is tied, it
rarely comes undone. 

If a glove is ever damaged, Dea Thomas will repair it. She
works with hundreds of mitts a year, sometimes providing a thor-
ough cleaning or fixing damaged leather. Microwave burning is
common, as some people believe they can break in a glove by
microwaving it. Thomas says it’s not unusual to find old sunflower
seeds, or even rings and other personal possessions, stuck inside
gloves sent in for repair.

Quality control is more than a marketing slogan. Each glove

is inspected thoroughly. If anything is out of place, even one
stitch in the lacing, it goes back to be fixed—even if the glove has
to be taken apart and put together again.

My favorite part of the tour? The last part. That’s when 
Brandy Claxton uses an air-powered rubber ball hammer to
pound the new glove into shape. The hammer goes up and down,
and Claxton slides the glove in and out, up and down, so the
hammer strikes it in the right place. Claxton is so nimble with
the glove and the hammer that she answers the question every-
one asks without missing a slide. No, she doesn’t get her fingers
smashed, although anyone watching finds that hard to believe.

“I have never seen anything like that, or even seen a glove
made,” says Robert Combs of Arlington, 15, taking the tour with
his mother, father and sister. “Of course that was my favorite
part, the way she pounded the glove. That was cool.”

Which is a fitting description of most factory tours—“cool” in
a way that we don’t see any more, or at least we don’t see often
enough. 

See more about food and wine writer Jeff Siegel at winecurmudgeon.com.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Learn more about visiting Texas 
factories online.

Factory tours are treats for the
senses, whether it’s the aroma
of miniature pineapple pecan
fruitcakes or leather ball
gloves, or the sight of huge
stacks of $100 bills.

     emotions and memories, things like sense and smell. 

    And it’s not something you’re going to get with an online tour.”
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Stilts add to
Santa’s outsized
persona in
Grapevine.
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T R A I N  W I N D O W,

S A N TA’ S  H E L P E R S
PA S S E D  O U T  H O R S  
D ’ O E U V R E S ,  T H E N

T H E  J O L LY  O L D  E L F
H I M S E L F  S T R O L L E D
T H R O U G H ,  P O S I N G

F O R  P I C T U R E S .  

B Y  M E L I S S A  G A S K I L L

IN GRAPEVINE, Santa Claus scuba dives.
He also rides the train, hangs out atop Main Street

shops and greets kids under a gazebo in the park.
Miles of garland and lights and baubles adorn historic
downtown. A near life-sized Nativity scene graces
the lawn of the funeral home on Main Street, and
the Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Center
boasts an even bigger one carved from ice.

In short, this town takes Christmas seriously—
so seriously, it even snagged official designation as
the Christmas Capital of Texas, so resolved by the
Texas Legislature in 2009. 

“Grapevine has a long tradition of Christmas
events and celebrations, and as more were added,
we began to think of ourselves as the Christmas
Capital of Texas,” says Leigh Lyons, communica-
tions manager for Grapevine’s Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. “The wonderful thing about Christ-
mas events is that they make a perfect place for
families to create lasting memories.”

In addition to all of Santa’s shenanigans,
Grapevine’s elves stage a lighted parade and Christ-
mas movies at the Palace Theatre, as well as offer
Victorian activities at Nash Farm. 

I headquartered my experience at The Vineyards
Campground & Cabins on Grapevine Lake, less than
2 miles from Main Street. In addition to RV sites, it
offers two-bedroom cabins and features nature trails,
disc golf and a playground that’s perfect to help the
kids burn off all their excitement before bedtime. 

Leonard “Junior” Hall, who works at the camp-
ground, pointed out decorations at the store and
gatehouse and on many of the motor homes around
the park. “One of the reasons people are here at
Christmas is all of the activities going on in the town,”
he says. “I’m fifth generation from the area and been
here 74 years, and there’s nothing like a Grapevine
Christmas.” As he rattles off a list of activities, I men-
tally compare it to my planned itinerary.

I started with a wine tasting. I left the driving to
Grapevine Wine Tours, which picked me up for an
evening tour. First up, Homestead Winery’s Victo-
rian-style house turned into a tasting room to sample
dry reds, including a tempranillo, a syrah and my
favorite, Ivanhoe Knight, a blend of malbec and ruby
cabernet. In Sloan & Williams’ lively, wine-bottle-

bedecked facility, the 2012
Serendipity, a blend of carig-
nan, cinsault, tempranillo,
mourvèdre and cabernet sauvi-
gnon, topped my list. I picked

up bottles of each for gifts. The evening ended at
Winewood Grill, where I sampled a white and two
reds along with a juicy, bourbon-glazed pork chop
cooked over the open kitchen’s wood-fired grill.
Grapevine Wine Tours offers three tastings on each
lunch or dinner tour, rotating through a selection of
local establishments that also includes Cross Timbers
Winery, Su Vino, Delaney Vineyards and others.  

Next morning, I headed a few blocks down Main
to Vetro Glassblowing Studio & Gallery, where folks
can join glass artists to create colorful Christmas
ornaments. “Inviting guests to make their own orna-
ments started as a way to celebrate Christmas in
our community, but what it really does is invite peo-
ple into our world, to share our passion for glass-
blowing,” says studio founder David Gappa, who
also helped start a glassblowing program at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington. “The same people who
start out helping our artists to make one Christmas
ornament come back another time to learn more.”

I selected a mix of blues and helped melt glass
in one of the 2,000-degree furnaces, then spun in
the colors using a metal rod. I handed it over to the
pros, who blew the molten glass into a beautifully
swirled sphere and added a little dollop of glass at
the top, shaped into a loop for hanging. I kept that
ornament for myself but bought a few others as
one-of-a-kind gifts. 

Physician Sue Williams opened Dr. Sue’s Choco-
late shop to encourage people to eat dark chocolate
as part of a healthy diet, making hers without
refined sugar and with all natural ingredients. She
didn’t have to twist my arm. After sampling flavors
such as blueberry ancho chile, cranberry orange,
toasted almond sea salt and, appropriate for the
season, peppermint, I checked a few more folks off
my gift list with boxed selections. Between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, the shop offers hot chocolate
tastings every afternoon; mine included traditional,
peppermint, and Hatch chile flavors. 

Those hot beverages provided good fortification
for the “ICE!” holiday display at the Gaylord Texan.
A giant tent kept at 9 degrees holds 2 million pounds
of the frozen stuff carved into slides, characters and
holiday scenes, including a larger-than-life-sized
Nativity. Staff members hand out fluffy blue parkas,
but bring your own gloves and warm shoes. The fes-
tivities here include snow tubing, an enormous
Christmas tree and a gingerbread house, as well as
cookies and milk with Mrs. Claus. Nearby in the Great
Wolf Lodge, snow falls four times a day in the lobby;

Santa rides the rails,
above. Great Wolf
Lodge transforms
into Snowland, right.
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families can dine in a life-size gin-
gerbread house; and children can
write letters to Santa and receive
a response.

I wrapped up the day’s holiday festivities with a
ride on the Grapevine Vintage Railroad. Each of the
early 1920s Victorian-style cars sports twinkling
lights, Christmas trees and a bar staffed by one of
the area wineries. 

Homestead Winery was aboard my car. “We
enjoy helping everyone celebrate the holidays,” says
winery manager (and daughter of the owners) Emily
Parker McRoberts. “We have had a tasting room in
Grapevine for 17 years, and the Christmas Wine
Train is a great way to celebrate and introduce our
wines to a wider audience.” 

As I watched the town roll past outside the train
window, Santa’s helpers passed out hors d’oeuvres,
then the jolly old elf himself strolled through, posing
for pictures. The railroad also offers North Pole
Express rides on weekends for youngsters 13
months and older, with appearances by Santa, hot
chocolate and onboard entertainment. 

On my short walk from the train station to my
room, I was treated to one of Grapevine’s signature
Christmas touches, the Light Show Spectacular.
This festive and colorful nightly synchronized light
display runs 6–11 p.m. and features a singing Christ-
mas tree and music. 

The next morning, I took advantage of Main
Street’s shops to finish off my gift list, making sure

to be in position at noon for the Clock Tower Glock-
enspiel. Two 9-foot tall Would-Be Train Robbers,
Nat Barrett and Willy Majors, emerge from the 127-
foot tower at noon, 3, 6 and 9 p.m. daily for a
shootout. Storyboards at street level give details of
the fictional story around these two characters. 

When it was time for lunch at Main Street Bistro
& Bakery, I faced a challenge: choosing just one item
from the menu. I settled on the pulled pork sandwich
with mango salsa and homemade barbecue sauce
but had to add one of the bistro’s famous croi-
do-nuts, a deep-fried croissant shaped like a donut,
filled with crème brûlée and covered in a glaze of
salted caramel and chocolate drizzle. 

At my last stop, standing in front of Sea Life
Aquarium’s 160,000-gallon ocean tank, I watched
a figure in a familiar red suit complete with white
beard descend among the fish, sharks and sea tur-
tles. Red hat floating straight up, beard swimming
around his face, this underwater Santa waved at the
crowd on the dry side of the glass, gave folks a
thumbs-up for nice or thumbs-down for naughty,
and posed for pictures. About the only thing I hadn’t
seen old Saint Nick do in Grapevine was fly. I 
suppose he saves that for one special night.  

Melissa Gaskill is an Austin writer who specializes in
travel and nature topics.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com See more informa-
tion online as you prepare for your Grapevine holiday
adventure.

R E D  H AT  F L O AT I N G
S T R A I G H T  U P,

B E A R D  S W I M M I N G
A R O U N D  H I S  
FA C E ,  T H I S  

U N D E R WAT E R  
S A N TA  WAV E D  AT

T H E  C R O W D  
O N  T H E  D R Y  S I D E  

O F  T H E  G L A S S ,  
G AV E  F O L K S  

A  T H U M B S - U P  
F O R  N I C E  O R

T H U M B S - D O W N  
F O R  N A U G H T Y,  

A N D  P O S E D  F O R
P I C T U R E S .  

Saint Nick scuba
dives at Sea Life
Aquarium.



Actual 
size

Diamond & Black Onyx Ring

Bold Texas Lone 

Star stands out 

on both sides

YES.    Please reserve the “Texas Pride” Diamond & Black Onyx 
Ring for me as described in this announcement.  
Ring size (if known):_____ LIMITED-TIME OFFER... PLEASE ORDER PROMPTLY 

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                           State                 Zip

Email (optional)

 01-19507-001-E54801

jewelry

���������	
����	

the

P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806

RESERVATION APPLICATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

The Spirit of 
The Lone 
Star State

Lives On

Wear a bold statement of loyalty to the rich history and rugged independence 
of Texas! The “Texas Pride” Diamond & Black Onyx Ring is individually hand-
crafted in tough stainless steel and ion-plated with rich 24K gold. Standing out 
against a genuine black onyx inlay is the proud Texas state fl ag, hand-enameled 
in red, white and blue. A genuine diamond is set at the center of the fl ag’s 
famous Texas Lone Star, a symbol of Texas independence.
 A Texas long horn in raised relief and a banner inscribed with “Texas Pride” 
further embellish the front of the ring, while both sides are emblazoned with 
the Texas Lone Star against a tooled leather-look background surrounded by a 
lasso-style border. Adding to the meaning, the inside of the band is engraved 
with  “COURAGE, LIBERTY, LOYALTY”.

A REMARKABLE VALUE... AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME

Available in men’s whole and half sizes from 8-15, this custom-designed ring is 
a superb value at $149, payable in 5 easy installments of just $29.80 each (plus 
$9.98 shipping and handling). To reserve yours, complete with a custom case 
and Certifi cate of Authenticity, and backed by our 120-day guarantee,send no 
money now; simply fi ll out and return the Reservation Application. This exclusively 
designed ring is only available from The Bradford Exchange and only for a limited 
time, so don’t delay! 

Solitaire Genuine Diamond
�

Ion-plated in 24K Gold
�

Solid Stainless Steel 
�

Black Onyx Inlay
�

Hand-enameled Texas Flag
�

Engraved with 

“COURAGE, LIBERTY, LOYALTY”

©2015 The Bradford Exchange
01-19507-001-BIC15www.bradfordexchange.com/19507

*Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery after we 
receive your initial deposit. All sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED  To assure a proper fi t, a ring sizer will be sent 
to you after your reservation has been accepted. 

�

www.bradfordexchange.com/16930

or call 1-866-768-6517

with a gift of fi ne jewelry from The Bradford Exchange
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Fresh “New Crop”
Pecans
New crop pecans, chocolate-
covered nuts, bakers boxes, 
specialty gift baskets, fudge,
pecan pies. Our very own 
specialty roasted and salted
pecans & gifts galore!

(325) 356-3616
www.sorrellsfarms.com

Custom Crafted 
Personalized Gifts
Capture unique brands, logos 
& names on custom-made 
bootjacks, leather coaster sets,
luggage tags & marble trivets.
Lasting gifts for Christmas, 
weddings, birthdays & rodeos.

1-888-301-1967
www.crawjacks.com 

Customized
Boot Jack

HGIFT GUIDE
H
H

H

Hholiday

In the magazine and on TexasCoopPower.com, we make it easy to shop for friends and family. 

Give friends and family
the Best of Texas.

$29.95

T H E  B E S T  O F 

— C O O K B O O K —

 TYPI CALLY

TEXAS

FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF TEXAS CO-OP POWER

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas Cookbook and The Second Typically Texas Cookbook.

This cookbook is filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Contact your local co-op today, or place your order online 
at TexasCoopPower.com and put The Best of Typically Texas
Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95 (price includes tax,
shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order 
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically 
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of Texas Co-op Power
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The twentieth entry in the Capitol ornament 
collection pays homage to the most iconic Texas
image: The Lone Star.

As one of the most prominent decorative images in the
building, the Lone Star can be seen on stair balusters,
etched into historic windows, and among the historic
fencing surrounding the Capitol. 

Finished in 24k gold, the delicate scroll work and 
incising featured prominently in the star is reminiscent
of the Victorian-era designs that can be found in 
window transoms all throughout the building.

H HELP PRESERVE OUR STATE CAPITOL: Proceeds support Capitol
preservation and educational programs.

H START OR CONTINUE YOUR COLLECTION: Only a limited amount
of previous editions are still available.

H THE PERFECT GIFT for friends, family and business associates.

Toll-Free (888) 678-5556
www.TexasCapitolGiftShop.com

Put Texas on Your Tree2015 CAPITOL ORNAMENT

$20
PLUS SHIPPING 

& HANDLING

From Our Texas Trees
to Your Table
Give a gift everyone will enjoy
this holiday season. We sell 
Certified Organic Oranges and
Rio Red Grapefruit directly to 
our customers.

www.gandsgroves.com

We Ship Your Love
St. Lucia Bread Company offers
10 delicious flavors, all hand-
crafted in our Dallas bakery 
from scratch—for over 20 years. 
• All natural ingredients
• No preservatives  

All breads shipped in a 
commemorative Texas tin.

1-888-839-2771
www.texasbread.com

Seeking Great 
Texas Treats
Treat your family and friends to
the most delicious pecans and
candies in Texas. Check out our
newly designed 6-way and our
famous 7-way samplers. Call
today for a gift catalog or visit
our website and order online.

1-888-PECANS75 (732-2675)
www.rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

2016 Texas Hill 
Country Calendar
Large 20" x 15" calendar 
features 12 of Texas Artist George
Boutwell’s watercolors. $12.50
each plus sales tax and $3.50
S&H. Quantity prices on website! 

1-800-243-4316
www.gboutwell.com 



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SHK180-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• 6 1/4" fixed German stainless steel blade (12" total length) • Stag horn and Pakkawood™ handle • Includes leather sheath 

Stauer®

Stauer.  A Dif f e rent  Tale  to  Te l l .

Stag Hunter Knife $149*

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $70

Rating of A+

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: SHK
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown
actual size.

That first crack of thunder sounded like a bomb
just fell on Ramshorn Peak. Black clouds rolled
in and the wind shook the trees. I had ventured

off the trail on my own, gambled with the weather and
now I was trapped in the forest. Miles from camp.
Surrounded by wilderness and watching eyes. I knew
that if I was going to make it through the night I
needed to find shelter and build a fire... fast. As the first
raindrops fell, I reached for my Stag Hunter Knife.

Forget about smartphones and GPS, because when it
comes to taking on Mother Nature, there’s only one
tool you really need. Our stunning Stag Hunter is the
ultimate sidekick for surviving and thriving in the
great outdoors. Priced at $149, the Stag Hunter can
be yours today for an unbelievable $79! Call now and
we’ll include a bonus leather sheath!    

A legend in steel. The talented knifemakers of Trophy
Stag Cutlery have done it again by crafting a fixed-
blade beauty that’s sharp in every sense of the word.
The Stag Hunter sports an impressive 61/4" tempered
German stainless steel blade with a genuine deer stag horn and stained
Pakkawood™ handle, brass hand guard and polished pommel. You get
the best in 21st-century construction with a classic look inspired by 
legendary American pioneers.     

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it on
your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If
you’re not completely impressed, send
it back within 60 days for a complete
refund of your purchase price. But we
believe that once you wrap your fingers
around the Stag Hunter’s handle, you’ll
be ready to carve your own niche into
the wild frontier.

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:
the tempered steel Stag Hunter from Stauer—now ONLY $79!

Survival of the Sharpest

BONUS! Call today and you’ll
also receive this genuine
leather sheath!

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...
�����
“First off, the shipping was fast and
the quality is beyond what I paid
for the knife. Overall I am a 
satisfied customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

TAKE 47%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your 

INSIDER 
OFFER CODE



FREE... and Then Some!
Exclusive Jewelry Offer: FREE* DiamondAura® Anjou Pendant and a Bonus Gift

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK,
RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, VA and ID. These state residents will be charged one cent ($.01)
+ shipping & processing for the item. Void where prohibited or restricted by law.
Offer subject to state and local regulations. Not valid with any other offers and
only while supplies last. This offer is limited to one item per shipping address. 
** Free is only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com
without your offer code. Chain sold separately.

Stauer .  A Dif f e rent  Tale  to  Te l l .

Stunning jewelry... Romance... The perfect gift. A smile and a
kiss, and then, WHAM!... a huge credit card bill. But at

Stauer, A smile... A kiss... A hug... and NO huge bill!

No one else does this. That’s the point. Stauer isn’t like any one else
and we can prove it. Stauer’s 2 million clients are simply smarter than
your average consumer—and we have the numbers to prove it. Call
today and we’ll send you this stunning 3.25 total carat DiamondAura®
Anjou Pendant in gleaming .925 sterling silver, absolutely FREE*.
You pay only $24.95 for our regular shipping & processing... and we’ll
even pay you back with a $25 Discount Certificate that will arrive
with your pendant! That’s our Better Than Free shipping! That’s
smart jewelry shopping!

A spectacular symbol of love. Nothing is more important than 
making a great first impression. That’s why we created in the labs our
DiamondAura Anjou Pendant. One of jewelry’s most distinctive cuts,
this pear shape absolutely explodes with brilliant light. 

Our designers set the 2.75 carat white pear-shaped DiamondAura
centerpiece in .925 sterling silver and surrounded it
with 70 round-cut DiamondAura dazzlers. 
It’s easy to see why our clients are raving about
DiamondAura–– you won’t find a clearer 
diamond rival!

What is DiamondAura? Gemologists have
broken the code to create an impeccable,
sustainable lab-created stone with even more
fire and better clarity than mined diamonds.
In the laboratory, they found a way to rival the
brilliance of a diamond while avoiding the outrageous
price and ecological impact. The complex laboratory process involves
rare minerals heated to an incredibly high temperature of nearly
5,000º F inside some very modern and expensive equipment.  

Our exclusive lab-created DiamondAura is hard enough to cut glass
and retains every jeweler’s specification including color, cut, clarity and
carat weight. According to the book Jewelry and Gems – The Buying
Guide the technique used in DiamondAura offers, “The best diamond
simulation made to date, and even some jewelers have mistaken these
stones for mined diamonds.”  

Now back to your first question. This offer sounds too good to be
true, but we made it “too good” for a reason. What better way to 
introduce you to the guilt-free fun of getting luxury for less then 
by offering you a free pendant. We don’t waste big money on 
billboards, silly celebrity endorsements or retail stores. We’d rather
spend it on you.   

Too good to pass up. Too good to last long. We can only offer
such an outrageous deal for a short time every few years. We only have
about 3500 of these pendants in stock. Call to reserve your FREE Di-
amondAura Anjou Pendant and treat yourself (or someone you love)
to a brilliant new definition of priceless luxury! Order today, and we’ll
include a $25 Stauer Discount Certificate with your FREE pendant.

3.25 Total Carat Teardrop
in .925 Sterling Silver

Regularly: $249,
NOW FREE!*

Pendant enlarged 
to show brilliant details.

Chain sold separately.

PRAISE FOR 
DIAMONDAURA®

�����
“...an incredible product. 
Get one IMMEDIATELY.”
— W. from Nebraska 

“WOW! 
It is an eyecatcher!”
— A. from Florida

Anjou DiamondAura® Pendant (3.25 ctw)
Without offer code $249** Your cost with code—Free*

*pay only shipping & processing of $24.95

18003332045
Your Offer Code FAP11601 
You must use this offer code to receive this special free pendant.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. FAP116-01, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Stauer®

Rating of A+
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CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

Electric Notes

THE HOLIDAYS ARE UPON US. For many, that means more cele-
brations with friends and family, travel, decorations, cooking
and shopping. Your electric cooperative wants you to stay safe
during the holidays, so here are a few tips to consider as you
gear up for the season.

We can’t guarantee that the hustle and bustle of the season
won’t leave you with a few frayed nerves, but we can certainly
help you avoid frayed wires.

Inspect Your Seasonal Items
Many of us have treasured holiday mementos that we bring
out of storage and proudly display every year. The holidays are
also a time when we dust off specialized cooking gadgets that
allow us to prepare our favorite seasonal treats. These items
are often handed down through generations and might lack
modern safety features.

Take a few moments to carefully inspect all your holiday
items to ensure that everything is in safe, working order. A few
things to look out for include:
a Brittle insulation on wires
a Rodent damage to wires
a Chafed or frayed wires, especially at stress points
a Worn switches with the potential to short-circuit
a Corroded metal parts
a Broken legs, unstable bases and other tip-over hazards

Extension Cords Are Temporary
When you asked your teacher for an extension on your term
paper, it was a one-time thing, right? The same holds true for

extension cords. They are designed for temporary use and
should never be used as a permanent or long-term solution.

Never Defeat Safety Devices
There are reasons why some devices have fuses, why some
plugs have three prongs instead of two, and why one prong is
wider than the other on two-prong outlets. When those safety
features get in the way of your grand holiday décor plans, you
might be tempted to tamper with or defeat those features.
Don’t do it! If your plugs won’t fit together, that means they’re
not designed to work together. Rather than tampering with a
safety feature, find a safe solution. 

Look Up and Live
When working outside with a ladder, be mindful of the loca-
tion of overhead power lines. Always carry your ladder so that
it is parallel to the ground. Before placing your ladder in an
upright position, look around to ensure that you are a safe dis-
tance from any power lines.

Beware of power lines running through or near trees. Over
time, tree branches can grow around power lines running
along the street and to your home. If those branches come in
contact with power lines, they can become energized, too. If
your holiday plans call for stringing lights through trees, this
can create a safety hazard. If you notice tree limbs that are too
close to electric lines, contact your co-op.

Stay Away from Your Service Connection
The overhead wire bringing power from the utility pole to your
house is dangerous. You should treat this line the same way
you’d treat any other power line on our system. Maintain a safe
distance—even if that means a small gap in the perfect ginger-
bread house outline of lights. 

Don’t Forget About the Kids and Pets
If you have small children, you’ve probably spent a great deal
of time making sure every square inch of your home is child-
proof. Every cabinet is locked, and every outlet is covered. But
sometimes the joy of celebrating the holidays with our little
ones makes us a little less vigilant about electrical safety. Make
sure your holiday décor receives the same level of safety
scrutiny you apply to all of the permanent items in your home. 

Curious and mischievous pets can present similar chal-
lenges. Make sure Fluffy isn’t nibbling on those extra wires or
using your tree as her personal back scratcher or jungle gym. 

Tips for a Safe and 
Happy Holiday Season
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A new chew toy? Protect pets and children by closely supervising
them around the holiday season’s twinkling lights and bright ribbons.
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WINTER IS HERE, along with the utility
bills for heating your home. Heating and
cooling can account for about half of util-
ity bills. Use these ideas to keep your
family warm economically:

Install a Programmable Thermostat
A programmable thermostat can make
sure temperatures in the home match
the schedules of inhabitants. Turning
back your thermostat for eight hours a
day can save as much as 10 percent a
year on your heating bill.

Perform an Air Leak Test
Leaks in windows and doors are big cul-
prits in a chilly household. If you feel a
draft, first find the source. Perform this
test on a windy day, if possible, or while
all exhaust vents are blowing.

First, close all windows and doors. 
Second, light an incense stick or a

match and pass it by windows and doors.
If the smoke is sucked out or blown into
the room, you have found an air leak.

Seal any leaks you find with caulk or
weatherstripping. 

Free Up Blocked Vents
Wintertime can mean bringing in holiday
decorations and additional chairs for visi-
tors. Be sure your furniture and décor are
not blocking heating registers so air can
circulate more freely and save energy.

Helpful Home
Heating Hints
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A POWER SURGE, OR TRANSIENT VOLTAGE, is a sudden and unwanted increase in volt-
age that can damage, degrade or destroy the sensitive electronic equipment in your
home or business.

Causes: The National Electrical Manufacturers Association estimates that 60–80
percent of surges are created within a facility, such as when large appliances like air
conditioners turn on and off. Surges can also originate from the electric utility com-
pany during power grid switching. Lightning can cause the most powerful surges.

Impact: A spike in voltage can be harmful to electrical devices in your home if the
increase goes above the device’s intended operating voltage. This excess voltage can
cause an arc of electrical current, resulting in heat that damages the electrical com-
ponents. Repeated small-scale surges may slowly damage your electronic equipment
and shorten the lives of appliances and electronics.

Solutions: Point-of-use surge protection device: This protects only the items that
are directly plugged into the device. It does not suppress or arrest a surge, but
instead diverts the surge to ground. Use a point-of-use surge protector that features
an indicator light and/or audible alarm to alert users when it needs replacement.

Service entrance surge protection device: Mounted in or on your main electrical
panel or at the base of the electric meter, this device provides protection for your
entire electrical system. It covers components that cannot be connected to a point-
of-use device, such as outlets and light switches.

Reminders: No surge protection device can handle a direct lightning strike. The
best surge protection is to unplug devices from the wall if you suspect a surge might
be coming.

Power strips do NOT provide surge protection. Be sure you are relying on the
appropriate device for protection.

Power strips and surge suppressors don’t provide more power to a location, only
more access to the same limited capacity of the circuit to which it is connected.

—ESFI

What Is a Power Surge?

No surge protection
device can handle a
direct lightning strike. 
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Texas USA

These days, big-city hustle and bus-
tle wears me down. For a state known for
its rural areas, Texas has a lot of big cities,
many of which have swollen in recent
years, leaving the smaller, farther-out
areas to shrink.

It’s an old Texas theme, but what these
smaller, rural places lose in sheer num-
bers, they often retain in charm.  

A few months back, I visited Memphis,
Texas, on a lark. As I drove northwest on
U.S. Highway 287, my radio dial landed on
KLSR-FM 105.3 out of Memphis, and I lis-
tened to Ella Fitzgerald, Bryan Ferry, Dean
Martin and Pat Benatar as I passed miles
of unfenced, red-dirt farmland and inter-
mittent, snowy drifts of cotton harvest
remnants. I resolved to stop in the town. 

In the cyclical, expand-and-contract life
of rural Texas communities, Memphis is
contracting. Even so, the red brick streets
give the town a graceful authenticity, and I
found several shops open downtown. As I
circled the town square, I spied a sign that
said, “Home of the Cyclones.” This name
for the Memphis High School mascot made
me grin, and I decided to find a “Cyclones”
T-shirt for my daughter. 

My quest took me to a Thriftway gro-
cery, and I stopped to see if any shirts were
available. I parked and noticed that the
step-side pickup next to my vehicle was
still running, but no one sat inside.

I went in and asked a cashier if they
had any Memphis Cyclones T-shirts, and
she said she didn’t think so but that I
should ask Randy, the manager. Randy
said they were out of Cyclones T-shirts for
the moment, but that he might have an

extra Cyclones hat. He found one and
offered it to me at no charge because it
was from a couple of seasons back. His
friendliness was refreshing. 

I thanked Randy for the offer but
explained that the T-shirt was for my
daughter. He recommended I try Dollar
General. I then mentioned the unattended
truck idling outside, and Randy said that
it was Mister So-and-So’s and that he
always leaves his truck running when he
comes in. You couldn’t leave your car
unlocked—much less unattended and run-
ning—in many of the places I’d lived in
Texas. I shook my head in mild disbelief.

At the Dollar General, I scooped up a
Memphis Cyclones T-shirt along with a
brochure map and headed to lunch. I ate
at a café called the Rock Inn. I drank a tall
glass of iced tea, ate a good burger and chat-
ted with the owner, Debbie. I told her about
the idling truck at the Thriftway and my
visit with the store manager. “The people
are the best thing about this place,” she
smiled. “This town is full of great folks.”

After lunch, I headed back downtown.
Because there were no vehicles behind me,
I paused at a side street stop sign to peruse
the town map. I studied it for a couple of
minutes and decided I knew the lay of the
land. When I looked up, there was a truck
in my rearview mirror that I hadn’t seen.
The driver must have been waiting for two
minutes. I waved and drove on, mildly per-
plexed. If I had held up traffic like that at
a stop sign in a metroplex, my ears would
still be ringing from the honking.

Nearby, I saw KLSR 105.3 and parked.
The front door was unlocked, so I went in

Marvelous Memphis

BY E.R. BILLS

Can small-town charm extend your life expectancy? 
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and found myself in the middle of a live
broadcast. A disc jockey named Donna
lifted her headphones and said hello. She
was between breaks, so I told her how much
I had enjoyed the station. She said it was
the only 100,000-watt radio station around,
and she liked to mix things up on Saturdays.
Before the next tune commenced, she asked
my name and took me on-air live. She
announced that I was a visitor in Memphis
and advised listeners to make me feel wel-
come. “We love visitors,” she said. 

As the next song played, Donna told me
that she and her husband had bought the
station 30 years ago and remained. I asked

her what she liked most about Memphis.
“The people,” she said.

I spent the day exploring the town, chat-
ting with the Memphis Public Library
director, Jacquelyn (who recommended a
visit to the spacious city park), and a cham-
ber of commerce representative named
Joella at a local apparel store. Everyone
seemed to know everyone else, and hospi-
tality abounded. It’s easy to forget that quiet
and friendly towns like Memphis still exist,
with thoughtful folks and a much healthier
pace than the urban rush. I might live 10
years longer if I move to Memphis.

E.R. Bills is a writer from Aledo.CA
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Observations

Flip a switch at any time and the 
light comes on. Most of us reach to flip a
switch without thinking and simply
assume we’ll be illuminated. Except dur-
ing an occasional outage caused by a pass-
ing storm or a failed transformer, our
electric cooperatives faithfully provide
power around the clock. 

Not so in the early days of electricity. By
1890, Texas cities were becoming electri-
fied, primarily to power ice plants, trolley
systems and cotton gins. Businesses and
homes could connect only if they were close
to power lines or generators. What’s more,
connected customers typically received
power to turn on their lights only at night.   

That scenario wouldn’t last, as demand
for electricity spread from cities to rural
areas—and to some of the U.S.’s youngest
residents. An interesting case in point: In
1893, Austin Mayor John McDonald sub-
mitted a 14-page report to the city council
regarding a nearly completed dam that
would provide water and electricity to the
growing capital, which then had a popu-
lation of about 15,000. 

“The number of rooms convenient to
our proposed electric wire line is a little
over 21,000,” he wrote. “It is very reason-
able to suppose that if the price of electric
light is placed at such figure as to compete
with kerosene oil, the dangerous kerosene
lamp will be banished, and the better,
cleaner and safer electric light substituted
therefore, and our insurance rates would
then be lessened.” 

But that goal of safety would not be
achieved if the result was up to one 7-year-
old boy named Mose, who devised a way

to light up his life in 1895. 
Mose lived temporarily with friends in

Honey Grove, a railroad town west of Paris
in Fannin County. While his father, a doc-
tor, arranged for a new family home in
Angleton, Mose stayed with farmer L.M.
Hill and his wife, Margaret, in their home
on Market Street until school ended four
months later. 

The oldest of three, Mose rather liked
the change of pace at the Hill house, where
he was like the couple’s “only child,” as their
teenage daughter, Blanche, taught school.
She also baked him lemon pies, a favorite
treat that he would love his entire life.

Every evening in Honey Grove, the
electricity was turned on at 6 p.m. Because
the Hills lived in town, they had two lights
in their home. It wasn’t long before Mose
decided that that he wanted electric light-
ing in his small upstairs room. So one day
he tracked down the local light man to dis-
cuss the matter. 

“Well, son, that would cost the Hills
some money if I did that,” he told the boy.
“We also charge by the number of lights
in a house. Why you wantin’ to know?”

Mose shrugged. Then, the story goes,
he flattered the light man about his superb
technical know-how and how complicated
it must be to properly install the wiring
that a lightbulb required.

“Oh, no, it’s not hard at all,” we almost
can imagine the light man exclaiming with
pride, pleased by the child’s interest. Then
he explained the steps in great detail to
the little boy, who no doubt listened with
rapt attention. Mose likely flashed a toothy
grin and politely thanked the electric light

Mose’s Light
A mischievous boy makes light of early electricity

BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS
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man. Then, as Mose went on his way, the
wheels in his head must have spun into
high gear: He’d install the light himself!

At this point, the story dims. Exactly
where Mose acquired the items he needed
to proceed isn’t clear. Perhaps he browsed
a hardware or dry goods store on the town
square. During the 1890s, Honey Grove
boasted a number of possible sources.
Somehow, though, he did purchase nickel
wire, the same kind that ran along a wall
in his bedroom to an upstairs fuse box
that connected to the two downstairs
lights. He also came up with a socket and
a lightbulb.

Back at the Hill house, Mose carefully
spliced two wires, which he then taped to
his socket. Then he waited for the clock
to strike six.

POP!
“Oh, no!” we say.  Something went wrong! 
“What happened to our lights?” Mar-

garet Hill exclaimed downstairs. “Why

didn’t they come on? I’m going to call and
find out what happened!”

Picking up the family’s candlestick tele-
phone, Hill asked the operator to connect
her with the electric office. “Everyone else
in town has lights, ma’am,” came the reply.
“You must have a short circuit somewhere.
We’ll send a light man right over.”

Mose hurriedly yanked down his wires
and hid them under his bed. 

“Well, Mrs. Hill,” the light man said, after
inspecting the premises, “your fuse burned
out, and I’ll have to replace it. I can’t find
anything else wrong with the wiring,
though. Very strange. I have no clue why it
happened. But I’ll have everything fixed
and your lights turned on in a jiffy.”

Disappointed but not defeated, Mose
went to bed that night and schemed. 

The next day, he pulled out the wires
from under his bed and set to work. This
time, he corrected his mistake and did not
tape the two wires together. Instead, he

attached them separately to the light socket.
At 6 p.m., the light company turned on

the power. At the Hill house on Market
Street, the downstairs bulbs flickered on.
So did one upstairs in a little boy’s bed-
room. For the remainder of his stay with
the family, Mose enjoyed electric light
every night.

“If the Hills knew it, they never said
anything, and I never told it before now,”
Mose Allen Smith Sr. later wrote in his
memoirs, which he typed up and self-pub-
lished at the age of 90 in 1978. He lived
another nine years before his death, five
months shy of his 100th birthday. 

I happen to own one copy of those
memoirs. I kept it in a drawer until I
recently took it out and began to read. In
case you haven’t guessed, the author was
none other than my very own mischievous
and adventuresome Grandfather Smith.

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers, a member of Peder-
nales EC, lives in Blanco.CR
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DESIGN TECH HOMES
C U S T O M B U I L D E R

READY TO BUILD ON YOUR LAND?

OPEN DAILY   Houston 888.811.8644  |  San Antonio 888.499.7938  |  dth.com
Visit the Largest Model Home Showcase in America
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Loose Saggy Neck Skin – Can Any Cream Cure Turkey Neck?
DEAR DORRIS:   I’m 
a woman who is 64 
years young who suffers 
from really loose skin 
under my chin and on 
my lower neck.  

I hate the term, but my grandkids say I have “turkey 
neck” and frankly, I’ve had enough of it!  I have tried 
some creams designed to help tighten and firm that 
loose, saggy skin, but they did not work.  Is there any 
cream out there that Might help my loose neck skin?

 Turkey Neck,  El Paso County

DEAR TURKEY-NECK:   In fact, there is a very 
potent cream on the market that is designed to firm, 
tighten and invigorate skin cells on the neck area.  It 
is called the Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream.

This cream contains an instant-effect ingredient that 
aims to tighten the skin naturally, as well as 
deep-moisturizing ingredients aiming to firm the 
skin and make it more supple.  Amazingly, the 
Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream also has Stem 
Cells taken from Malus Domesticus, a special apple 
from Switzerland.

These apple stem cells target your skin’s aging cells, 
and strive to bring back their youthful firmness, and 
elasticity.  As an alternative to the scary surgeries or 
face lifts that many people resort to, this cream has 
the potential to deliver a big punch to the loose saggy 
skin of the neck.  The Dermagist Neck 
Restoration Cream is available online at 
Dermagist.com or you can order or learn more by 
calling toll-free, 888-771-5355.   Oh, I almost 
forgot…  I was given a promo code when I placed 
my order that gave me 10% off.  The code was 

.  It’s worth a try to see if it still works.

Dear 
Dorris:

A D V E R T I S E M E N T



You need a new watch…the one you are wearing was made when
Nixon was in office, but extravagantly-priced watches that add

zeros just because of a high falootin’ name are an insult to your logic.
Why shell out big money so some foreign company can sponsor 
another yacht race? It’s time to put an end to such madness. It’s 
absolutely possible to have the highest quality, precision classic 
timepiece without the high and mighty price tag. Case in point:  The
Stauer Urban Blue. 

Packed with highend watch performance and style, minus
the highend price tag. It’s everything a high-end watch should
be: Sturdy stainless steel and genuine leather construction. 
Precision timing that’s accurate to four seconds a day––that’s more
precise than a 27-jewel automatic watch priced at over $6,000. And,

good looking–– with simple, clean lines
and a striking metallic blue face.

“Blue watches are one of the growing style
trends seen in the watch world in the past
few years”––WATCHTIME®, Sept. 2015

Your great escape from the over
priced watch craze. At Stauer, we go 
directly to the source (cutting out the 
middleman), and engineer our own watch
designs. This means we can offer a top
quality timepiece that happens to only cost
the same as two well-made cocktails at your
favorite bar. 

So, while we’re busy revolutionizing the watch industry to bring you
more real value, you can take your own stand against overpriced
watches with the Urban Blue.We’ll even throw in a pair of Flyboy
Optics® Sunglasses (a $99 value) to show how much value you can
still get for your dollar.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Wear the Urban Blue for
60 days. If you’re not convinced that you achieved excellence for less,
send it back for a refund of the sale price. You can even keep the $99
sunglasses, no hard feelings.

The Urban Blue is one of our fastest sellers. It takes six months to 
engineer this watch so don’t wait. Take a stand against overpriced
watches in impeccable style. Call today!

Precision movement  •  Stainless steel caseback and crown  •  Cotswold™ mineral crystal  •  Date window 
•  Water resistant to 3 ATM  •  Genuine leather band fits wrists 6 ¾"–8 ¾"

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. UBW10801
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

Stauer Urban Blue Watch $199†

Offer Code Price $49 + S&P Save $150

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: UBW10801
You must use this insider offer code to get our special price.

Stauer.  A Dif f e rent  Tale  to  Te l l .

Stauer®

It’s Enough to MakeYou Blue in the Face
Time to take a stand against overpriced watches with the Stauer Urban Blue. AND, get a 

FREE pair of Flyboy Optics® Sunglasses as our gift to you!

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on
Stauer.com without your offer code.

Rating of A+

Exclusive Urban Blue Watch
Limited to the first 1900 

responders to this ad only!

CLIENTS LOVE THE
STAUER WATCH…

�����
“The quality of their 
watches is equal to many
that can go for ten times the
price or more.” 

— Jeff from McKinney, TX 

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer Flyboy 

Optics® Sunglasses
-a $99 value-
with purchase of 

Urban Blue Watch
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M A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINERS
SALES OR RENT-TO-OWN

SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

NATIONAL BARN
C O M P A N Y

NATIONALBARN.COM

1.800.582.2276

Hiring

Experien
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Builder
s NA

Hir
c

Builder
sExperien
cedxpe

ders

Hiring

.COMARNTIONALBNA

KB METAL BUILDINGS
30x40x10 Bolt up Metal Building

With 1-3'x7' walk door, 4" slab and labor. Turnkey.
Other sizes available. Member BBB.

www.kbmetalbuildings.com
972-997-1473 or 817-757-0304

Health Insurance
Get Free Help
888-888-6698

Health-Quotes.com

Extract Up to 4-inch Diameter Trees 
Skid Steer or Tractor Mounted 

 (512) 753-4944
http://bigskidsteer.com 

PERMANENT MESQUITE AND HUISACHE REMOVAL

REINFORCED CONCRETE SLABS  •  EXPERIENCED ERECTION CREWS  •  ALL WELDED FRAME WORK

Hay Barns

Equipment Buildings

Livestock Shelters

Steel Shops

Storage Buildings

RV Buildings

Country Homes

Hunting Cabins

Ranch Houses

AG BUILDINGS METAL BUILDINGS BARNDOMINIUMS

WD METAL BUILDINGS
Instant Pricing @ wdmb.com

HAY BARNS TO COUNTRY HOMES
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Family owned, 
Texas-built
Lifetime guarantee
against leaks
Great for circulation,
arthritis, stiff joints 
and relaxation

Visit our Showroom
3411 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

NOW OFFERING 
CUSTOM SHOWERS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce Member

888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

Comparing insurance rates, coverages, and 

policy that meets your needs. It pays to shop 
around!

www.HelpInsure.com is a free service from the 
state of Texas that can help you

  compare sample rates from multiple 
       home and auto insurance companies

view detailed policy coverage comparisons
view company complaint indexes and   

learn about available discounts

For answers to general insurance questions, call 
our Consumer Help Line at 1-800-252-3439.

Shopping for home or
auto insurance?
Use HelpInsure.com!

We are a state 
agency. 
We don’t sell 
insurance.

Texas Department 
of Insurance

cb108.0116

SIGN UP TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com

E-NEWS IN
YOUR INBOX
SIGN UP TODAY

TCP E-newsletter
Get links to our best content
delivered to your inbox each
month! Feature stories, recipe
and photo contest winners,
monthly prize drawings—
get it all in the e-newsletter!

MANUFACTURING

TREE TERMINATOR BY

RECLAIM YOUR 
PROPERTY WITH 

OUR TREE SHEARS 
& BRUSH MOWERS

RECLAIM YOUR 
PROPERTY WITH 

OUR TREE SHEARS 
& BRUSH MOWERS
Phone: 417-458-4350  

www.treeterminator.com

WIN THE 

BRUSH WARBRUSH WAR
WIN THE 

  

BRUSH WAR
WIN THE 

  

MANUFACTURING

BRUSH WAR
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.cortminaereet.trwww
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2.95

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax

TOTAL  $

  $

 $
 $

Please Print Clearly Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

Name 

Address

City                                                       ST         Zip

Daytime Phone #

Email Address

 VISA     MasterCard     Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     
                                 Card#                          Exp. Date 
 

Dept. 71915 /

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

____ Pr(s) Slipper Socks @ $12.99

FREE Regular Shipping & Handling FREE

__________

S (6-7)

#160 Ladies’
CARAMEL

CARAMEL

BLACK

BLACK

#161 Men’s

S (5-6)
__________

M (71 2-81 2)

M (61 2-71 2)
__________

L (9-10)

L (8-9)

__________ __________ __________ __________
__________

XL (101 2-12)
__________ __________ __________ __________
__________ __________ __________ __________

XL (91 2-101 2)
INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS 

ORDERED UNDER SIZECardigan Slipper Socks

Keep Your Feet Warm All Winter Long
Unlike bulky slippers that flop open and let cold air slip in, these incredible “cardigan” slippers hug your feet from toe to ankle, so 
the warmth stays in and the cold stays out. Fabulous fashion import has handsome “suede-like” micro fiber bottom with non skid 
soles, and the soft and cushy acrylic knit upper is specially designed to lock in body heat and block out cold. Plus, the ultra plush 
fleece inside pampers your feet like never before.

FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING ON EVERY ORDER!

Caramel

Keeps
Cold Out
& Locks
In Heat

Can Be Worn 
Indoors & 
Outdoors

Black

Wear
Cuff Up

Or Down!
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Slippers With The Comfort
& Warmth Of A Sweater

Save $7.00
Off Original Price!

ONLY $1299

Connect With

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

1-800-530-2689
Order Now Toll-Free

Receive A Free Surprise Gift
with every order

website offers may vary 
DreamProducts.com



• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 600 Stores Nationwide

• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy

• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES
HARBOR FREIGHT

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot 
be used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking 
lot sale item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trenchers, welders, Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, 
Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior 
purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 4/1/16.

SUPER COUPON

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at our 
stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

FREE
How Does Harbor Freight 

Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions of 
dollars in our own state-of-the-art 
quality test labs and millions more 
in our factories, so our tools will go 
toe-to-toe with the top professional 
brands. And we can sell them for 
a fraction of the price because we 
cut out the middle man and pass 
the savings on to you. It’s just that 
simple! Come visit one of our 
600 Stores Nationwide.

WITH ANY PURCHASE

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 
or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 
Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT 69249/69115/69137

69129/69121/877 shown

comp at $9.38  
 $399 

SAVE 
57%

Customer Rating

 $5999 
comp at $119 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 32 lbs. SAVE 
$60

 LOT  69252
68053/62160
62496/62516

60569 shown

Customer Rating

4-1/4" grinding 
wheel included.

 $2999 

 ELECTRIC CHAIN SAW 
SHARPENER 

comp at $49 .99 

SAVE 
40%

LOT   61613 
68221 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
39%

TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

comp at 
$32 .99  $1999 

LOT  67514 

• 225 lb. Capacity

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 

HEAT GUN 
(572°/1112°) 

 $899 
comp at $29 .97 

SAVE 
70%

LOT 62340
62546 

96289 shown
Customer Rating

Customer Rating

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

comp at $259.99
 $5999 

LOT 61258  shown
61840 /61297/68146

SAVE 
$200

Customer Rating

2 TON FOLDABLE 
SHOP CRANE

 $17999 
comp at $299 .99 

LOT  60388 
69514 shown

• Includes Ram, 
Hook and Chain

SAVE 
$120

Customer Rating 900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT   60338
69381 shown

 $9999 comp at 
$168.97

SAVE 
$68

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$14999  $17999 17999

comp at $499

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 

125 PSI VERTICAL 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT   61454/61693/62803/69091/67847 shown

SAVE
$349

Customer Rating

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

$31999  $36999 36999

comp at $952.99

LOT 61609/67831 shown

26",  16 DRAWER 

ROLLER CABINET  
• 1060 lb. Capacity

• 14,600 cu. in. 

of storage

SAVE
$633

Customer Rating

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
56%

$649  $799 $79999

POWDER-FREE NITRILE GLOVES 
PACK OF 100

YOUR CHOICE

• 5 mil thicknessCustomer Rating

SIZE LOT 

MED 68496/61363

LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 
68498 
shown

comp at 
$14.97

WOW SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 4/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

60 LED SOLAR SECURITY LIGHT

LOT 62534/69643 shown

Includes 6V, 

900 mAh NiCd 

battery pack.

$3030

 $3999 $3999
comp at 

$69.99

SAVE
56%

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET LOT 61313/62583
47770/62728
62570 shown

VALUE
 $499 



TexasCoopPower.com December 2015 Texas Co-op Power 33

The Toepperweins, Adolph and Eliz-
abeth, were the trigger-happiest couple in
Texas history. After tying the knot in 1903,
the “Wonderful Topperweins, World’s
Greatest Shooting Team” (the first “e”
dropped to make the name more readable)
traveled the country for nearly half a cen-
tury. Along the way, they presented exhi-
bitions of marksmanship, sponsored by
the Winchester Repeating Arms Company.

Although Elizabeth Servaty was working
at the Winchester factory in New Haven,
Connecticut, when she first met Adolph,
she had never fired a gun. After instruction
from her new husband (she called him
“Ad”), she was expert enough to perform
for crowds. Adolph described her as “a nat-
ural.” She also acquired the nickname
“Plinky.” When she first began shooting tin
cans, she described the sound of a strike by
saying, “I plinked it!” The word “plink” is
found today in many dictionaries.

Adolph, on the other hand, had marks-
manship in his blood. Born in Boerne in
1869, he grew up shooting under the 
tutelage of his gunsmith father in Leon
Springs. After observing some fancy trig-
ger work in a Wild West show that starred
Dr. W.F. Carver, “the shooting dentist,”
Adolph began to dream about a career as
a showman and practiced target shooting
intensely. 

Adolph exhibited his shooting skills for
hometown crowds. A local promoter took
him to New York, where Adolph recalled
years later, trick shooters were “a dime a
dozen.” All shooters had vaudeville booking
agents, but they rated, at least in Adolph’s
mind, somewhere “below banjo players and
buck-and-wing dancers and only a mite
above the trained dog acts.” 

The Alamo City promoter convinced a
New York agent to accompany Adolph to
Coney Island. Adolph said, “We breezed
through those gaudy shooting galleries,
with me bustin’ every clay pipe, duck and

glass ball.” The impressed agent signed
Adolph to a contract, and soon he was 
starring on the vaudeville circuit.

The first public appearance of the
“Wonderful Topperweins” was at the St.
Louis World’s Fair in 1904, according to
Dick Baldwin, former director of the 
Trapshooting Hall of Fame in Vandalia,
Ohio. There, Elizabeth bagged her first
women’s trapshooting world record by
breaking 967 out of 1,000 clay disks thrown
into the air. A few years later, in San Anto-
nio, Adolph spent 10 days shooting 72,491
of 72,500 flying targets to establish one of
his own 14 world records.

“Seeing the Topperwein shooting exhi-
bition,” promised a Winchester brochure,
“is like going to a circus—a rapid succes-
sion of thrills and exciting feats, each more
unbelievable than the one before, pre-
sented to you by this marvelous pair of
shooters with rifle, pistol and shotgun.”

So beloved was the couple in the Lone
Star State that during a tour of East Texas,
a murder trial was postponed so that the
community could witness Adolph and

Elizabeth’s shooting exhibition. 
When storied sure-shot Annie Oakley

caught Elizabeth’s act, she reportedly ex-
claimed, “Mrs. Topp, you’re the greatest
shooter I’ve ever seen!”

The Topperweins are remembered to-
day for the  “unstudied grace and ease” of
their shooting styles. And Elizabeth was
proud to say that, in spite of her proven
marksmanship, she never shot an animal.
The Buckhorn Saloon & Museum on Alamo
Plaza in San Antonio displays a gallery of
Topperwein photos, guns and other arti-
facts from the couple’s shooting career.

San Antonio newsman Fred Mosebach
reported in 1930 that one of Adolph’s stunts
even made President Calvin Coolidge laugh.
The marksman placed his rifle on the
ground, threw two eggs into the air, ran and
somersaulted, then grabbed his rifle and
shot the eggs before they hit the ground.
“The president not only laughed,” Adolph
told Mosebach, “he threw up his arms,
clapped his hands and roared.” 

Gene Fowler is an Austin writer who special-
izes in history.CO
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Texas History

The Wonderful Topperweins  

BY GENE FOWLER

Sharpshooters traveled Texas and the world with their amazing antics



CONTEST
WINNERS

SWEET CATEGORY
$500 WINNERS

Spicy Pecan Caramel Brownies
German Apple Cake

SAVORY CATEGORY
$500 WINNERS

Tomatillo Pecan Breakfast Pie
Pecan Cilantro Ranch Dressing
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Recipes

2015 Holiday Recipe Contest
SPONSORED BY THE TEXAS PECAN BOARD

We asked for your best pecan recipes, and you didn’t let us down. Hundreds of 
enticing recipes for everything from spiced nuts to salads, and of course pecan pies
galore, poured in. After several weeks of testing and tasting, and multiple rounds of 
voting, we came up with this year’s winners. It wasn’t easy.

The Texas Co-op Power 2015 Holiday Recipe Contest grand
prizewinner (and this month’s cover photo) from Jamie 
Parchman of Magic Valley EC, right, is a spectacular, three-
layer Pecan Pie Cake With Cinnamon Whipped Cream 
Frosting that’s sure to steal the show at any gathering.

Parchman wins $3,000 for her delicious dessert. Four 
additional winners—two sweet and two savory dishes—each get $500.
The Texas Pecan Board sponsored this $5,000 contest. For more on Texas pecans, 
go to texaspecans.org.

PAULA DISBROWE, FOOD EDITOR

$3,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER

Pecan Pie Cake 
With Cinnamon Whipped
Cream Frosting
JAMIE PARCHMAN | MAGIC VALLEY EC

Three layers of tender cake (studded with
toasted pecans), a gooey, pecan pie-like filling,
and cinnamon-scented whipped cream frosting
create an impressive dessert worthy of any spe-
cial occasion. “This cake has several steps,”
admits Parchman, “but it’s so easy to prepare
and never fails to get ooohs and ahhhs.” 

FILLING
½     cup dark brown sugar
¾     cup dark corn syrup
⅓     cup cornstarch
3      egg yolks
1 ½   cups heavy cream
¼     teaspoon plus ⅛ teaspoon salt

2      tablespoons butter
1       teaspoon vanilla extract

CAKE
3      cups Texas pecan pieces
¾     cup butter (1 ½ sticks), at room 
       temperature
2      cups sugar
5      egg yolks
1       tablespoon vanilla extract
2      cups all-purpose flour
1       teaspoon baking soda
1       cup sour cream
5      egg whites
¼     cup dark corn syrup

FROSTING
2      cups heavy cream
1       tablespoon sugar
½     teaspoon cinnamon



TexasCoopPower.com

B
A

CK
G

R
O

U
N

D
: 

G
IT

U
SI

K
 |

 D
O

LL
A

R
 P

H
O

TO
 C

LU
B

. 
FO

O
D

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
PH

Y:
 M

EL
IS

SA
 S

KO
R

PI
L

1. FILLING: Whisk together brown sugar,
corn syrup, cornstarch, egg yolks, heavy
cream and salt in a medium saucepan
over medium heat. Whisking constantly,
bring the mixture to boil and cook until
it begins to thicken, about 1 minute.
Remove from heat and stir in butter and
vanilla. Allow the mixture to cool com-
pletely. Transfer the filling to a storage
container. Press plastic wrap over top
(to prevent skin from forming) and 
chill overnight. 
2. CAKE: Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease three 9-inch round cake pans
with butter, shortening or nonstick
spray. Place pecan pieces on a rimmed
baking sheet and toast 4–5 minutes until
fragrant and lightly browned, then set
aside to cool. Divide the pecans evenly
among the cake pans, shaking to distrib-
ute evenly over the bottoms. 
3. In a large bowl or using an electric
mixer, cream the butter until smooth,
and then beat in sugar until light and
fluffy. Beat in the egg yolks and vanilla. 
4. In a separate bowl, whisk together
flour and baking soda. Alternating with
sour cream, stir the dry ingredients into
butter mixture, beginning and ending
with the flour.
5. In medium bowl with an electric
mixer, beat the egg whites until they
form stiff peaks. Gently fold egg whites
into batter, then divide the batter among
the prepared pans. 
6. Bake 20–25 minutes or until tooth-
pick inserted in the center of each comes
out clean. Cool in pans on a rack 10 min-
utes, then invert the cakes onto the rack.

Brush the warm cakes with the dark
corn syrup, and then cool completely. 
7. To assemble, spread ½ of the pecan
pie filling on one cake, pecan-side 
up. Place the second round on top 
of filling, pecan-side up. Spread the
remaining filling over the second cake,
and then top with the third round,
pecan-side up. Refrigerate the cake 
at least 4 hours, or overnight, before
frosting. 
8. FROSTING: Whip the heavy cream,
sugar and cinnamon until stiff peaks
form (do not over-whip). Frost the cake
and then refrigerate until you’re ready 
to serve. You can frost the cake up to 
6 hours in advance. Serves 12–15.

COOK’S TIP For the best presentation, assem-
ble the cake layers and filling a day in advance;
this will allow the layers to meld and make the
cake easier to slice. You can frost the cake the
following day, and then refrigerate until you’re
ready to serve.

Spicy Pecan 
Caramel Brownies
TERESA BLAIR | MAGIC VALLEY EC

These rich, addictive brownies are balanced with
a healthy amount of heat (from ground chipotle
pepper) and salt. Sliced into 16 pecan-topped
squares, they’re a perfect addition to holiday
parties or a festive, Mexican-inspired dinner.
“They say, ‘Some like it sweet and some like it
spicy,’ but when you unite them together … pow!
You get the best of both sensations,” Blair says. 

2        tablespoons honey
1 ½   teaspoons melted butter 
1       teaspoon ground chipotle powder
1 ½   teaspoons water
¾     teaspoon salt, divided use
2      cups Texas pecan halves
Coarse or flaky sea salt, to taste
2      ounces unsweetened chocolate
½     cup butter
1       cup dark brown sugar
½     cup sugar
2      eggs
2      teaspoons caramel extract
1       teaspoon vanilla extract
½     cup all-purpose flour

1. Preheat oven to 225 degrees. Butter 
an 8-by-8-inch baking pan. Line a
rimmed baking sheet with foil and 
apply nonstick spray or brush with 
vegetable oil. 
2. Combine the honey, butter, chipotle
powder, water and ½ teaspoon salt in
large mixing bowl. Add the pecans and
stir well to coat evenly. Pour the coated
pecans onto the baking sheet and spread
into an even layer. 
3. Bake 40–60 minutes, stirring every
10–15 minutes, until the pecans are 
fragrant and a deep golden-brown color.
Watch the pecans closely after 30 min-
utes, as roasting times vary with ovens.
Remove nuts from oven, lightly sprinkle
with flaky sea salt, stir once more and 
set aside to cool. Reserve 16 pecan
halves, and chop the remaining nuts 
into small pieces. 
4. Raise oven temperature to 375
degrees. 
5. Melt the chocolate and butter over a
double boiler, then let cool. Vigorously
stir in the sugars, eggs, caramel extract,
vanilla and remaining salt until the mix-
ture is smooth. Add the flour and stir
until just combined, and then stir in
chopped pecans. 
6. Pour the mixture into the prepared
pan, and place reserved pecan halves on
top of batter, making 4 rows of 4.  
7. Bake 30 minutes or until toothpick
inserted in the batter comes out clean.
Let brownies cool completely, then 
cut into 16 squares so that each brownie
has one pecan half on top. Makes 16
brownies.

$500 WINNER
SWEET CATEGORY
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German Apple Cake
JUDITH ARP | WISE COUNTY EC 

This fragrant cake is dense with apples, coconut,
pecans and golden raisins. A sweet buttermilk
sauce, drizzled over the cake while it’s still warm,
ensures a moist texture. “We have a family 
get-together every October,” Arp says. “This 
cake is always requested and always a big hit.”

CAKE
3      large eggs
2      cups sugar
1 ¼   cups canola oil
⅓     cup orange juice, preferably freshly
       squeezed
3      cups all-purpose flour
1       teaspoon baking soda
1       teaspoon cinnamon
¾     teaspoon salt
2      cups peeled and chopped Granny
       Smith apples 
1       cup sweetened flaked coconut
1       cup Texas pecans, chopped
½     cup golden raisins
1       teaspoon vanilla extract

SAUCE
½     cup butter
½     cup buttermilk
1       cup sugar
½     teaspoon baking soda

1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Grease
and flour a 12-cup Bundt pan, or coat
with nonstick spray. 
2. CAKE: Whisk together eggs, sugar,
canola oil and orange juice in a large
mixing bowl. 
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3. In a separate bowl, sift together flour,
baking soda, cinnamon and salt. Stir the
dry ingredients into the egg mixture,
making sure not to over-mix. Stir in the
apples, coconut, pecans, raisins and
vanilla. 
4. Pour the batter mixture into the pre-
pared pan and bake 1 hour 20 minutes,
or until the cake is firm and springy to
the touch, and a toothpick inserted in
the center comes out clean. Cool cake in
the pan on a rack. 
5. SAUCE: Heat butter, buttermilk, sugar
and baking soda in a medium saucepan
over medium heat. Bring the mixture to
a full boil, stirring occasionally, and then
remove from heat and cool 5 minutes. 
6. Slowly and carefully, pour the warm
sauce over the cake in the pan. Allow the
cake to stand and absorb sauce at least 
1 hour before inverting and removing
from the pan. Wrapped in plastic, this
cake will keep up to 3 days. Serves 8–10.

Tomatillo Pecan 
Breakfast Pie
KATHERINE TITTERINGTON | RUSK COUNTY EC

The hearty Texas flavors of bacon, green salsa
and tomatillos create a breakfast pie that’s easy
to love—and transport—to holiday parties. “We
love breakfast tacos, but they’re hard to take to
potlucks,” Titterington says. “I created this dish
because it’s easy to prepare ahead of time. The
crust is really interesting, kind of like a nutty
tamale.” In true Texas spirit, Titterington arranges
five pecan halves on top to resemble a star.

CRUST
2      cups masa harina (see note)
½     teaspoon salt
½     cup rendered bacon fat 
1       cup water
1       cup ground Texas pecans

FILLING
8–10 tomatillos, husked, rinsed and 
       thinly sliced
½     small white onion, diced
1       package thick-cut bacon (12 ounces),
       cooked and crumbled
1       cup Texas pecans, coarsely chopped
       (reserve 5 halves) 
2      cups Mexican blend shredded cheese,
       divided use
4      large eggs
½     cup green salsa

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
2. CRUST: Combine the masa and salt in a
large mixing bowl. Use your fingers or a
fork to cut the bacon fat into the flour until
the mixture looks sandy. Stir in the water
and ground pecans until the mixture
forms a ball. (Alternately, you can grind
the pecans in a food processor, add the
masa and salt and pulse to blend, then
pulse in the bacon fat and then water until
the mixture pulls together into a dough.) 
3. Press the dough evenly into an
ungreased 9- or 10-inch glass deep-dish
pie pan to form a crust. 
4. FILLING: Layer the tomatillos, onion,
bacon, chopped pecans and half the cheese
into the crust. Make the top layer tomatil-
los and pecans only. Using a fork, beat to-
gether the eggs and green salsa. Carefully
pour mixture into the pie, allowing the liq-
uid to be absorbed by the other ingredients.
5. Bake 45 minutes, then sprinkle the
remaining cheese on top, garnish with
the 5 pecan halves and bake an addi-
tional 10–15 minutes until the cheese is
bubbly. Serves 8-10.

COOK’S TIP You can substitute vegetable shorten-
ing or butter for the bacon fat. Also, pecan- or apple-
wood-smoked bacon is preferable for this recipe.

ABOUT MASA Spanish for “dough,” masa is used
to make corn tortillas and tamales. Masa harina or
“corn flour” is made from dried corn kernels that
have been soaked in lime water and ground. 

$500 WINNER
SAVORY CATEGORY

$500 WINNER
SWEET CATEGORY
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Pecan Cilantro 
Ranch Dressing
RANDI TAYLOR | FARMERS EC

An entire bunch of cilantro gives this riff on ranch
an herbaceous flavor and vibrant green hue. Pair
it with your favorite mix of leafy greens or a 
crudité platter, or take Taylor’s suggestion and
drizzle it over half a grilled avocado topped with

¾     cup Texas pecans, lightly toasted 
        and coarsely chopped

1. Combine all ingredients except
pecans in a food processor and blend
until smooth. 
2. Add the pecans and pulse a few times
to combine and grind pecans into small
pieces for texture. 
3. Serve immediately or refrigerate until
needed. Makes about 2 cups.

$100 Recipe Contest
May’s recipe contest is Greens and Grains. We all know that greens and grains
are good for you. But guess what? They can also be delicious! Share your best
recipes with greens and grains. The deadline is December 10.

There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th
Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and phone number, plus your 
co-op and the name of the contest you are entering. 

$500 WINNER
SAVORY CATEGORY

❒YES!✓

Card No. Exp. Date_____ /_____

Name ____________________________________________

Address_____________________________  Apt #_________

City _____________________ State ____  Zip ____________

E-Mail ____________________________________________

Please print your complete name and address clearly

Special Offer for New Customers Only

❏  Check or Money Order payable to 
Littleton Coin Company

Charge my:  ❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard 
❏ American Express ❏ Discover Network 

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS

 Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 
8-Coin Set of 2015 P&D Presidential Dollars at FACE 
VALUE OF ONLY $8.00 – regularly $22.95, plus Free 
Shipping (limit 1 set). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 
2015 Bombay Hook Quarter (one per customer, please). 

Add Custom 2007-Date Presidential 
Dollar Display Folders for $2.95 – 
regularly $3.49 – and SAVE! 

QTY  DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL

1  8-Coin Collector’s Set (limit 1 set)  $8.00 $8.00

 Display Folders – SAVE 15%  $2.95

 FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTAL  $

SAVE!

Please send coupon to:
  Littleton Coin Co., Dept. 3XZ412

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd, Littleton NH 03561-3737

®

John F. 
Kennedy 

Kennedy vowed to put a 
man on the moon by the 
end of the decade and 
led the nation through 

the Cuban Missile Crisis.

★ ★

Year of issue & 
“P” or “D” mint marks 
are inscribed on the edge.

Never to 

be minted 

again!

COLLECTOR’S SET 

8 for $8
at Face Value! 

Mail coupon today or order online at: 
www.LittletonCoin.com/specials
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

©
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Get a Complete 8-Coin Set of 2015 Presidential Dollars at face 
value of $8! You’ll receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” 
issues of all four 2015 designs – honoring Presidents Harry S. Truman, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson! These 
2015 coins are struck for 3 months each and will never be minted again. Get 

the 8-coin year set at FACE VALUE – limit one set!
SAVE 65% plus receive a FREE GIFT

Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set today at face value of ONLY $8 and 
SAVE 65% off the regular price of $22.95. Plus, respond within 30 days and get 

a FREE Uncirculated 2015 Bombay Hook National Park quarter, honoring a 
national wildlife refuge in Delaware. With tidal salt marshes, freshwater pools 
and timbered swamps, this is a natural sanctuary for migrating waterfowl. 
    You’ll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating 
selections from our Free Examination Coins-o    n-Approval Service, from 
which you may purchase any or none of the coins – return 

balance in 15 days – with option to cancel at any time. 
Order your complete 8-coin set and SAVE!

Get a FREE Uncirculated 
2015 Bombay Hook Quarter
when you order within 30 days

FREE

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
We feature another reader recipe that brings out
the best in Texas pecans. Also, try Food Editor
Paula Disbrowe’s recipe for Spicy Mixed Nuts,
and see past Holiday Recipe Contest winners.

shredded chicken and a sprinkling of Monterey Jack
cheese. This dressing is thick enough to use as a
dip or a condiment alongside pork chops; for a
thinner consistency, add a splash more buttermilk.

½     cup mayonnaise
½     cup sour cream
Juice of 1–2 limes, to taste
1       clove garlic
1       large bunch cilantro (leaves and 
        tender stems), cleaned and coarsely
        chopped
½     serrano chile, stemmed and seeded
1       teaspoon salt
2      tablespoons buttermilk, plus more 
        as desired for consistency
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UPCOMING CONTESTS

APRIL SWINGS DUE DECEMBER  10

MAY HOME SWEET HOME DUE JANUARY  10

JUNE BY MOONLIGHT DUE FEBRUARY  10

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op 
affiliation, plus the contest topic and a brief description of your photo. 

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at Texas CoopPower.com
/contests. MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX
78701. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you
want your entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not
submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We do
not accept entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot
be responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by
the deadline.

Focus on Texas

Belt Buckles
Big or small, short or tall, Texans are proud to show off their belt
buckles. We wanted your favorite belt buckles, and you did not leave us
strapped for photos. Buckle up and hang on as these readers really show
their mettle—in metal!

GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Find more belt buckles that we have taken a
shine to online.

o JANE MARTIN, Cooke County EC: Owen
Stoddard, 3, shows off his lead-line buckle 
to his nana at the Brazoria County Fair.

g CHANDRA AND KENNY CORSE, Greenbelt
EC: Preparing her horse, Lightning, for the
Junior Rodeo Cowboys Association Rodeo
in Clarendon, cowgirl Etta shows off her 
latest prized buckle.

g LINDA LOU MORGAN, Farmers EC: Grandchildren Jagger, 4, and sister Channing,
5, won their buckles at the Winners Youth Rodeo Association finals in Terrell.

d DARCY MALONEY, Concho Valley EC: Son Oliver Werner, then 11, won his first
buckle in 2010 at the Wall ISD Stock Show for junior showmanship with his pig.

o BRIANNE BERNSEN, Bluebonnet EC: Daughter
Aubri, 7, won first place in a mutton bustin’ contest
just as her brother, William, 8, had done the previous
year. She beat another boy by one point, achieved by
riding her sheep the length of the arena sideways.
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12
Austin Winter Wonderland, (512) 260-3602,
texashumaneheroes.org/winterwonderland

Bartlett Hometown Christmas & Car Show,
(254) 527-0196, bartletttexas.net

December
9
Cedar Creek Dinner and Handbell Concert,
(512) 303-1393, cedarcreekumc.org

10
Palo Pinto Frontier Christmas,
(940) 769-2600, palopintohistory.com

Ransom Canyon Christmas Tour of Homes,
(806) 829-2351, ransomcanyonpoa.org

Clute [10–12] Christmas in the Park,
(979) 265-8392, ci.clute.tx.us

11
Luling Cocoa & Carols, (830) 875-3214, 
lulingmainstreet.com

Fredericksburg [11–12] The Christmas
Journey, (830) 997-2069, 
bethanyfredericksburg.com/christmasjourney

Lubbock [11–12] Candlelight at the Ranch,
(806) 742-0498, nrhc.ttu.edu

Victoria [11–12] Bethlehem Village, 
(361) 573-2232, gracelutheran-tx.org

H O R S E :  J OY  B R OW N  |  S H U T T E R STO C K .CO M .  CO COA :  V I TA L I N A  RY B A KOVA  |  S H U T T E R STO C K .CO M .  W R E AT H :  STO C KS O LU T I O N S  |  S H U T T E R STO C K .CO M

Pick of the Month
Singing in the Saddle 
Bandera [December 20]

(830) 796-3045, banderacowboycapital.com

Christmas carolers saddle up or ride in a
wagon for a serenading trail ride around town. 

Around Texas Get Going > This is just a sampling of the events and festivals around

December 11
Luling
Cocoa & Carols

®

LOW COST
Mobile Home Insurance
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Bastrop Bastrop County Historical Society
Holiday Homes Tour, (512) 303-0057, 
bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

Bulverde Living Christmas Drive Through,
(830) 980-2813, redroofchurch.org

Canton Lighted Christmas Parade,
(903) 567-2991, cantontexaschamber.com

Livingston Hometown Christmas, 
(936) 327-1050

Port Arthur Lighted Cultural Holiday
Parade, (409) 983-8105, visitportarthurtx.com

Snyder Big Country Christmas Ball,
(325) 660-8338, westtexasrehab.org

Springtown Christmas on the Square, 
(817) 220-4834, cityofspringtown.com

Vernon 10th Annual Christmas on the 
Western Trail, (940) 553-3766, vernontx.gov

Waco Christmas in the Village at the 
Mayborn Museum, (254) 710-1110

Dallas [12–13] Candlelight: Picture Perfect!
at Dallas Heritage Village, (214) 421-5141, 
dallasheritagevillage.org/candlelight

Sulphur Springs [12–13] North East 
Texas Choral Society: A Celtic Christmas,
(903) 885-8300, netchoral.org

Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
February by December 10, and it just might be 
featured in this calendar! 

December 12
Bastrop
Bastrop County 
Historical Society 
Holiday Homes Tour

13
Point Venture Christmas in the Village
Tour of Homes and Market Place, 
(512) 360-3551, pvlionsclub.org

17
Boerne The Ten Tenors’ Home for the 
Holidays, (830) 331-9079, visitboerne.org

18
Weslaco Mid-Valley Lighted Christmas
Parade, (956) 969-0838, 
facebook.com/alfrescoweslaco

Lufkin [18–21] Yule Love Lufkin Christmas
Festival, (936) 633-0359, visitlufkin.com

19
New Braunfels Dine-in Flick With St. Nick,
(830) 221-4370, innewbraunfels.com

20
Stonewall Annual LBJ Tree Lighting,
(830) 644-2252, tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks

DEPARTING FROM PALESTINE, TEXAS

877-726-7245 or search East Texas Polar

TexasStateRR.com
ON SALE NOW!

79
YEARS
OF NURSERY

BUSINESS

150 varieties of fruits and pecans for the 
Southwest. Family-owned and grown. 

For our 2014–15 Season Catalog, 
call or visit us on the web.

855-993-6497
pecan@womacknursery.com

AROUND
TEXAS
EVENT LISTINGS

PLAN YOUR TRIP TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com

Texas. For a complete listing, please visit TexasCoopPower.com/events.
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“Daddy, let’s go to the river,” urges
my 10-year-old son, Ryan, as he pulls me
across the parking lot. We’ve been parked
for only a few minutes, but he’s already
eager to explore Gruene, a historic desti-
nation just north of New Braunfels.

Henry Gruene founded the town in
1878 when he established a mercantile
store and stagecoach stop on a high bank
above the Guadalupe River. 

The town flourished, a center of bank-
ing, ginning and shipping for the area’s
cotton industry. Gruene’s prosperity
halted after the Great Depression. Most
folks blamed the failing economy, but
Gruene also suffered the effects of the boll
weevil scourge that devastated the area’s
cotton. By the end of the 1950s, Gruene
was virtually deserted. 

In the 1970s, historic Gruene slowly
came back to life, and today it is a desti-
nation for many who enjoy its dining
options, music venues and river culture.

Because my family has visited a half-
dozen times, we know there’s too much to
see and do. In spite of my son’s entreaties,
we decide to shop before hitting the river.
I stop in at Gruene Outfitters because, as 
a fly fishing enthusiast, I enjoy the colors
and designs of tied flies. 

Meanwhile, my wife and kids walk down
to the Gruene General Store. By the time I
catch up, the kids have scored an ice cream
cone from the soda parlor inside. So much
about the architecture of this place is 
genuinely historic, and it feels good to
walk in and enjoy the wooden-floored
ambience. Meanwhile, I have my eye on
an antiques store across the street in the
original H.D. Gruene Mercantile Store.

We’re on a never-ending search for the
right pieces to embellish our farmhouse.
At the Gruene Antique Company, selections
are wall-to-wall. While the kids sit outside
to finish their ice cream, my wife, Kristy,

and I browse. Nothing catches my eye save
for a big bench near the front door. We are
traveling in an SUV and space is limited,
so I leave the bench behind.

Outside, the kids sit patiently. Ped-
estrian traffic is vigorous, and people-
watching is rewarding today.

“Let’s go to the river,” reminds my boy.
I tell him to wait as we head down the
street past Gruene Hall and look around in
some home décor shops. At Hunter Junction,
I find a cookbook of Texas recipes. As I
purchase the book, I imagine myself pre-
paring various concoctions for an adoring
audience back at home.

After 5 p.m., Gruene is starting to tran-
sition from daytime to nighttime culture.
In front of Gruene Hall, the oldest con-
tinually operating dancehall in Texas, 
performers are unloading musical in-
struments and carrying them inside. It’s
singer-songwriter night, and we plan to 
listen to music in the historic building.

Gruene Hall, with its wooden floors
and the patina on the walls, is a true Texas
treasure. The adage “if these walls could
talk” seems understated for a place where

the legends in Texas music have played.
Just visiting this hallowed place is a treat,
no matter who’s playing.

Gruene offers several restaurant choices,
but we decide on Cantina del Rio. It’s about
6 p.m., and the sun is getting low. Even
though we’ve been here for about five
hours, our day is barely halfway over. We
still have a meal ahead of us, as well as
music to hear and the river to visit.

Just when he thought I’d forgotten, I
nudge my boy and say, “Before we eat, let’s
go to the river.” His smile is big as we walk
down the hill toward the Guadalupe. The
river flow is strong as it riffles over rocks
and past stately cypress. By the time we
get to the bank, the kids have their shoes
off and step gingerly into the cool water.

The look on their faces reassures me
that we’ve made the right decision coming
here. Gruene is always a magical place.

Writer and photographer Russell Graves is a
member of South Plains EC.

Hit the Road

Taking in the Gruene Scene
Dining options, music venues and water culture revive Guadalupe River town 

BY RUSSELL GRAVES
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The Guadalupe River flows
along the edge of historic

downtown Gruene.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
See more Gruene scenes online in our
slideshow.

.



BUILD IT.

Introducing Mueller’s Design Your Building custom 

3D tool that lets you design your metal building 

just the way you want it. Choose your building size, 

colors, door placements, windows, overhangs and so 

much more. You’ll find the possibilities are endless. 

Try it today and turn your dream into a reality.

www.muellerinc.com

877-2-MUELLER  

(877-268-3553) 

DREAM IT. DESIGN IT. 
BUILD IT.

Dream Reality




