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A New Crop of Texas Farmers  Younger generation
seeks alternatives to help family businesses thrive 
Story by Melissa Gaskill  |  Photos by Dave Shafer

A Game From the Past  Vintage baseball delivers a
new view of America’s pastime
Story and photos by Russell A. Graves
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The Roots of a Trend
In regard to How Does Your Garden Grow? [Currents, March 2016], we set up our

keyhole garden not long after reading the February 2012 article Keyhole Gardening.

We used an old water trough that had rusted out on the bottom. The keyhole 

is made from scraps of deck planking. We layered the cardboard, tree bark and

compost as instructed. 

We had never been able to raise good carrots in our garden, but in the keyhole

we can. In the fall and winter, we also raise more

spinach and lettuce than we can eat. So our friends

and relatives benefit from the keyhole, too!

SHERMAN AND JOY SCHLICHTING | SEGUIN | GUADALUPE VALLEY EC

Editor’s note: See more readers’ keyhole garden photos (and 
post your own) on TCP’s Facebook and Pinterest pages. 
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Nor do we ask the reason why.
Reason means why, and we 
use why only to introduce a 
subordinate clause. 
LORETTA BEDFORD | SAN AUGUSTINE

DEEP EAST TEXAS EC

Daylight Saving Time
My wife and I absolutely love
daylight saving time [Springing
Forward, Letters, March 2016).
When the time is advanced one
hour in the spring, it has no
effect on our sleep cycles at all. 

I will contact Rep. Dan Flynn of
Van and ask him to please give
up his quest to eliminate day-
light saving time.
ROBERT WEBB | LUBBOCK

SOUTH PLAINS EC

Border Broadcasts
Border Radio [March 2016] sure
rang a bell with me! I recall all
those pitches—“Send your money
to so-and-so, Clint, Texas.” Sure
brought back memories!
D.A. CROSSLEY JR. | ATHENS, GEORGIA

Not until I read Border Radio
did I even wonder why we
received XERF [from] Ciudad
Acuña, Coahuila, so strongly at
our rural Childress County
home during the 1950s. Most
nights we heard J. Harold Smith
preach at 8 o’clock. Listening to
XERF is one of my fondest
childhood memories. 
LILA HOLMAN HOOBLER | CHILDRESS

SOUTH PLAINS EC

The Keyhole’s Bounty
I was fortunate to see landscape
architect Deb Tolman, featured
in Keyhole Gardening [February
2012], build one of the gardens.
My son built one for my grand-
daughter in June 2014. His design
uses the same principle with the
compost basket—it just lacks 
the missing pie piece. The whole 
family has enjoyed the bounty
produced in this small garden!
SHARON MURDOCH | TOW

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

My 4-year-old keyhole garden 
is my favorite garden. I grow
broccoli, kale, onions, cilantro,
parsley and dill. In the summer, 
it is an excellent tomato, pepper,
onion and cilantro garden—my
salsa garden!

I have not had to empty the
middle (scrap veggie bin), into
which we empty about 3 gallons
of waste a week. In the summer,
soldier larvae eat all the scrap
veggies and turn them into 
compost quickly.
DONALD BORIACK | LEE COUNTY

BLUEBONNET EC

Chalk It Up to Good Grammar
Having learned grammar at a
two-teacher country school, I
went on to earn a master’s
degree in English because we
learned through diagramming
sentences on the blackboard
[Red Pencils Rule, Currents,
March 2016].

I know that we don’t try and …
just as we don’t attempt and.
The two verbs are each followed
by an infinitive, so we try to. Nei-
ther is anything for free. Free is
an adjective, for is a preposition,
and a preposition is followed by
a noun. We have a free order,
but we don’t order it for free.

Clothesline Fashion
I love, love, LOVE Celina Easter-
ling’s photo of the gorgeous
dresses hanging on the clothes-
line flanked by “the girls”
[Focus on Texas: Patterns,
January 2016].
LOTTIE HOLLAND | MURCHISON

TRINITY VALLEY EC

LETTERS

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com
Sign up for our E-Newsletter for
monthly updates, prize drawings 
and more!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share

EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op. 
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.
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DOGS AND THEIR MASTERS put their best paws forward when the 

Kennel Club of Greater Victoria hosts an AKC ALL BREED DOG SHOW.

SIT! Cindy Lane, chair of the 2016 show and a member of Victoria 

Electric Cooperative, says she expects more than 400 dogs representing

more than 100 American Kennel Club-recognized breeds to compete. 

STAY! The show is May 14–15 at the Victoria Community Center, and

there are motor home hookups on site.

PLAY! In addition to the conformation dog show, the weekend features

“Meet the Breed” and reproductive vet specialist presentations.

INFO a (864) 316-6351, facebook.com/kennelclubvictoriatexasdogshow

CURRENTS
HAPPENINGS

Pooches on Parade

6 Texas Co-op Power May 2016
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SAFETY ALERT

BLAZING SPEED
Modern homes burn in a flash
compared to older homes—up
to eight times faster—making
quick evacuation of a burning
house even more critical.

Blame the Building Materials
Most homes today are built 
with lightweight, manufactured
woods and then filled with goods,
including furniture, often made 
of synthetic materials such as
polyester and polyurethane,
which cause homes to burn
faster and hotter, according 
to research by Underwriters
Laboratories. Firefighters say
most homes built in at least 
the past 20 years contain light-
weight building materials.

Here’s the Proof  UL set fires 
in identical rooms—one filled
with modern furniture, the
other with older, legacy furni-
ture. After three minutes and 
15 seconds, the modern room
was fully ignited. The older
room didn’t become completely
engulfed in flames until after
almost 30 minutes.

He hailed from Iowa, but late legendary 
film star John Wayne was made an honorary
Texan in 2015 when state lawmakers declared
May 26, “the Duke’s” birthday, JOHN WAYNE DAY.

Here are three more Texas tributes to the hero
of westerns’ pistol-slinging legacy.

A 13-ton boulder carved
to depict Wayne’s grin-
ning likeness adorns 
the library at Lubbock
Christian University in
Lubbock.

The John Wayne Room
at the Old Spanish Trail
Restaurant in Bandera
features a wall-to-wall
homage to the True 
Grit star.

For four years running,
the John Wayne Film
Festival in Dallas has
raised money for the
John Wayne Cancer 
Foundation. 

HONORS

You’re a Texan, Pilgrim

Find more 
happenings all 

across the state at 
TexasCoopPower

.com

TexasCoopPower.com
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NATURE

A BETTER
ROOSTING
PLACE 
After bald eagles began nest-
ing on Rusk County Electric
Cooperative utility poles near
Martin Creek Lake in East Texas,
the cooperative offered the 
raptors a safer refuge. 

Linemen installed three “perch
poles,” or poles without wires,
where eagles can roost without
risk of electrocution or interfer-
ing with the electrical system. 
It didn’t take long for the eagles
to relocate to the poles the 
co-op provided. 

Civic Pride  Every other year since 1957,
groups in Pineland nominate candidates
and raise funds for months leading up 
to the first Saturday in October. The
Pineland Day celebration serves as a 
combination homecoming, display of 
civic pride and festival of fundraising for
community projects. The candidate, male
or female, who represents the group that
raises the largest amount each year is
crowned Pineland royalty.

The Promise Keith Johnson, a Deep 
East Texas Electric Cooperative member,
bought two $100 raffle tickets, one from
Matlock and one from another candidate,
for the chance to win $10,000 cash. He
promised both girls that if he won the 
raffle, he would give the prize money to
the one who sold him the winning ticket. 

PINELAND DAY began 
in 1957, lapsing only in
2005, when Hurricane
Rita forced its cancel-
lation. The event happens 
in odd-numbered years,
alternating with Diboll
Day, in even-numbered
years in Diboll.

;
Did you know?

CO-OP PEOPLE

The Pineland Promise

WORKERS who majored in petroleum
engineering in college earn a median
salary of $136,000, making it the 
highest-paying major for U.S. students,
according to a salaries list compiled 
by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

IN FACT, engineers make up most of
the top 10 spots. However, nursing
majors enjoy the most satisfying
careers, research company PayScale
reports. But, of course, we’d like you 
to become lineworkers.

BY THE NUMBERS 

PINELAND DAY revelers really put their money where their mouths are. One
generous resident kept his promise to 2015 MISS PINELAND Klarissa Matlock, who
received a $10,000 surprise with her crown.

$13
6,0

00

True to His Word  Matlock’s ticket was
drawn, and Johnson, as promised, gave 
the money to her. “I have known Klarissa
since she was a little girl,” Johnson says. 
“I try to help people the best I can. I was 
certainly lucky that day and was happy to give
back to Pineland and Klarissa’s education.” 

Hey,
Grads!





hile a sophomore at Texas State University in 2003, Ty
Wolosin was treated for thyroid cancer. The weight he
gained as a result inspired him to eat a healthier diet. 
“I started thinking about the source of my food and won-

dering if I really needed blueberries from Chile in November,”
Wolosin says. He decided to try living off the land in Mills County,
where his mother and stepfather, James and Janice Wilson, raised
goats and cattle. 

He took over the family business in 2008, turning the opera-
tion into a retail farm and, in 2009, moved to land in Comanche
County. He sold vegetables and eggs at farmers markets in Dallas
and Austin. Then severe drought forced the family to butcher
about half of its goat herd. “We had to figure out what to do with
all that meat, which spurred me to learn more about goat as a
sustainable source of protein,” Wolosin says. 

Windy Hill Farm now sells grass-fed goat meat directly to
restaurants, along with eggs laid by chickens raised in pastures
and a selection of vegetables fertilized with seaweed and manure.  

Wolosin is part of a new breed of young farmers cropping up—
pun intended—across Texas. “There has been an explosion in
demand from consumers for real, truly local products from real,
local farms,” says Evan Driscoll of the Texas Young Farmer Coali-
tion, an organization that helps its members network, exchange
ideas and become better at what they do. “That demand has made
possible a new model of truly sustainable farming operations.” 

In the Heart of Texas Electric Cooperative service area, where
agriculture remains a major player, General Manager Rick Haile
has noticed changes. “We have a couple of dairies that sell direct
and are going back to the natural, organic approach,” he says. “That
is a plus for people in the community. It keeps it in the community
and helps some of the smaller family farms to survive.”

Ben and Alysha Godfrey have degrees from Texas A&M Uni-
versity, his in agricultural development and hers in scientific
nutrition. They started Sand Creek Farm in Cameron because
they wanted to raise their children in the country.

“It occurred to me that farmers were pushed too hard to try
and make a profit,” Ben Godfrey says. “You have someone you
know in almost every area of your life: your doctor, lawn man,

STORY BY MELISSA GASKILL
PHOTOS BY DAVE SHAFER

W



mechanic. You go to your accountant twice a year. But you eat
three times a day and have no idea where your food comes from.
That notion struck us, and we started doing research and realized
we had to change what we were doing.”

The Godfreys, members of Heart of Texas EC, raise 100 
percent grass-fed dairy and beef cows, pastured pork and chick-
ens, and organic vegetables. Nothing is wasted, and everything
is connected on the farm. Whey left over from making cheese is
fed to the pigs, and the pigs and chickens consume unused milk,
unsold vegetables and culls. Rotating the cows among grazing
areas concentrates their manure and improves the soil for raising
produce. Cover crops add nitrogen to the soil and provide food
for the cows. 

Most of the Godfreys’ products are sold through an approach
known as community-supported agriculture, or CSAs, in which
individuals pay in advance for a share of whatever is produced.
Members or shareholders typically receive a box or bag of produce
and other items, usually weekly during the growing season.

remendous infrastructure exists for modern agriculture, Ben
Godfrey says, but those who want to do something different
often feel as if they are swimming upstream. Many of them
deal with that challenge by banding together. In early 2015,

he started Sustainable Farm Supply, a website offering supplies,
such as horse-drawn equipment, for sustainable farms. Wolosin

partners with other farms to meet the demand for goat and lamb. 
“Partnering and co-ops have been a utility of farming and ranch-

ing forever,” Wolosin says. “Look at the cotton and grain industries;
they knew it would be cheaper to own the mill together. That’s
kind of what we’re doing with goats. A lot of farmers aren’t inter-
ested in driving to Austin every week and talking to chefs like I do,
so I’ve become a co-op distributor in a way.”

Similarly, Austin-based Vital Farms collects, processes and dis-
tributes eggs from about 60 family farms. These farms follow strict
standards for how often chickens are rotated on pastureland and
the minimum amount of space—108 square feet per bird—needed
for the land to recover between rotations. “We help give the farmers
what they need to run a sustainable practice that does no harm to
any party involved—land, chickens or farmer. In exchange, farmers
get a better rate,” says Vital Farms’ Dan Brooks, a member of Ped-
ernales Electric Cooperative. “Communities benefit because these
are independent businesses. Retail customers benefit from a better
selection, and the end consumer gets a more nutritious egg.” 

Eggs from grass-fed chickens, he says, are higher in vitamins
and lower in saturated fats—not to mention tastier. “Some people
think it isn’t possible to produce food ethically and sustainably,”
he says. “But the price of a caged egg doesn’t include the cost 
of polluting the land, the suffering of the animal or the indebt-
edness of the farmer.”

That direct line between farmers and consumers is an impor-

Previous spread: The Godfreys, members of Heart of Texas Electric Cooperative, head out as a family to check on the dairy cows at Sand Creek
Farm. Above spread, from left: Ty Wolosin of Windy Hill Farm partners with other farms to meet the demand for goat and lamb meat. Ben and
Alysha Godfrey check on leafy greens in one of their aquaponic greenhouses. Courtney Swearingen works at Cardo’s Farm Project in Denton.

‘YOU HAVE SOMEONE YOU KNOW IN ALMOST EVERY AREA OF YOUR LIFE: YOUR DOCTOR, LAWN MAN, MECHANIC. YOU GO TO                     

T
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tant part of making the sustainable market work, Driscoll notes.
Not only does direct selling yield the highest price per unit, it
also builds a customer base through individual relationships.
“Selling at farmers markets, starting CSAs and farm stands, and
selling direct to restaurants are all great ways for a farm to get
established, and for consumers to know where food is coming
from and to get the best product for their money,” he says. “The
food is way fresher than anything at a conventional store.” 

ocial media and cellphones make it easier for farmers to connect
directly with their customers and also with each other, Driscoll
says. That reduces the sense of isolation for those working in
rural areas and fosters the exchange of information and ideas.
“We are seeing farmers connecting with and supporting each

other in the local and small farming movement,” Driscoll says.
“There is power in numbers. We saw that in the 1880s when agri-
cultural cooperatives were a backbone of agriculture. People worked
together and pooled supplies and inputs in order to survive.”

The new breed of farm also takes a different approach to labor.
Godfrey invites interns in from other parts of the world—South
Africa, Bolivia, Canada and Denmark so far—providing them with
housing and teaching them to farm. 

Wolosin has used World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms,
an online service matching volunteers and farmers. WWOOF work-
ers developed all his garden beds and chicken coops.

Amanda Austin’s farm relies on interns from the University of
North Texas and Texas Woman’s University and a host of volun-
teers. Austin worked on farms as a college student herself, and
that experience led her to start Cardo’s Farm Project in Denton.

Today, the farm sells vegetables, flowers and eggs at farmers 
markets, through CSAs and wholesale to restaurants. Austin also
runs an educational program, school field trips and summer camps. 

“Education is the real reason I started the farm,” she says. “I
introduce the concepts that farms feed us and provide hands-on
experience connecting kids with animals and plants. It is inten-
tional that we are downtown because I’m about accessibility and
visibility. The idea is that people drive by who otherwise would
never have known about the farm.”

New farmers face significant barriers, perhaps the most formid-
able in Texas being access to land. “Land prices have gone up, and
Texas is losing arable land faster than any state in the country,” Dris-
coll says. “It’s very difficult for those who don’t already have land.” 

Wolosin agrees. “To produce animals requires a decent amount
of land, and growing vegetables requires a decent amount of water.
You have to get creative about what you’re doing. One way is for
older folks who are getting out of farming, but want to keep their
land in production, to help the younger generation take over.”

Attracting young farmers to agriculture is vital, regardless of
the type of agriculture they practice, says Comanche Electric
Cooperative General Manager Alan Lesley. It is not for the 
weak-hearted, however. “These businesses are capital-intensive
and susceptible to many volatile factors. Still, in the right area
and with the right marketing, niche farmers can sometimes be
very successful.”

Regular contributor Melissa Gaskill specializes in science, nature and travel.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com View a slideshow featuring a new
breed of young farmers in Texas.

                   YOUR ACCOUNTANT TWICE A YEAR. BUT YOU EAT THREE TIMES A DAY AND HAVE NO IDEA WHERE YOUR FOOD COMES FROM.’

S



S T O R Y  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  R U S S E L L  A .  G R A V E S



^

TexasCoopPower.com May 2016   Texas Co-op Power 13

way that historical re-enactors portraying Civil War soldiers or
pioneer farmers strive for authenticity, vintage baseball players
conduct their games as if they were playing on a pastoral meadow
in the mid-19th century. The teams include volunteers and his-
torical enthusiasts who play simply for the love of the sport.

On a soggy Saturday morning, I arrive at Farmers Branch 
Historical Park to play with a group of local enthusiasts for a
small audience. The Farmers Branch club is playing a team from
Wichita, Kansas.

The uniforms consist of loose-fitting white shirts with baggy
sleeves and simple V-neck collars in which dark scarves are tied
in a bow. The loose cap features a scant leather bill. The pants
are black knickers with string ties that cinch below the knee and
above the calf. Our feet are covered in dark leggings. The only
modern attire is a pair of cleats.

As we warm up for the game, I can tell the regulars are zealous. 
“Vintage baseball allows me to continue to play the game with

some wonderful people, as well as providing a living history of
how the sport was once played,” says Chris Shipman, an invest-
ment analyst who’s been playing for four years. “It is so enjoyable

to speak with the spectators
about how the game was played
and how it has evolved over the
years and morphing into the
game we watch today.”

Once the game commences,
each player takes on a 19th-
century persona, complete with
a nickname that usually comple-
ments his or her playing style.

You’ll hear players called
names like Aches and Pains, Spi-
der, Shiny (to connote baldness)
or Grasshopper. Danielle Bris-
sette, the museum educator for
Farmers Branch Historical Park,

also serves as the de facto manager of the local baseball club. She
says that nicknames are part of the fun that endear spectators
and players alike to the sport.  

“If you don’t come with a nickname, one will be assigned 
to you pretty quickly,” she says. Brissette (or Breezy) says that 
of all the public activities the museum organizes, these base-
ball games are among her favorites. With other historical 
re-enactments such as battles, spectators know who the winner
will be. With vintage baseball, the outcome isn’t determined 

^

T H E  F I R ST  B A L L hurled my way is a pitch I cannot hit, so I
step back and adjust my baggy uniform, then dig my right foot
in next to the round home plate. Intermittent showers have
made parts of the field sloppy, so the diamond is slick, the ball
wet and my teammates’ uniforms spattered with red North
Texas mud.

I glance back at the catcher. He nods and says, “Good striking, sir.” 
In all my years of playing baseball and softball, I’ve never

heard that before. Then again, I’ve never played the sport like
we’re playing it today: The participants don’t wear gloves or pro-
tective gear, and someone called a “talleykeeper” rings a bell
with each run scored. This is baseball by 1860s rules, and it’s def-
initely a whole other ballgame.

My first experience with vintage-rules baseball was courtesy
of the late Wendel Dickason, the primary organizer of the Wax-
ahachie Base Ball Club and a player in the Texas Vintage Base
Ball League. The league’s mission is to preserve the early form
of baseball by encouraging local teams and providing a platform
by which players can communicate and organize games.  

Across Texas, you’ll find teams that play vintage baseball
throughout the year. Teams hail from Buffalo Gap, San Angelo,
Carrollton, Farmers Branch and the Houston area. In the same

From left, starting with main photo: Vintage baseball rewinds to the 1860s, when the game featured cloth bases, a ball with a cover of four leather
pieces stitched together and classic caps. Scorekeeping was based on the honor system. Richard “2P” Tupy sets to field a grounder.

TexasCoopPower.com

VINTAGE BASEBALL

DELIVERS A NEW VIEW OF

AMERICA’S PASTIME



Size up your storage needs.
MAKE SPACE FOR THE IMPORTANT THINGS.

Whether you need reliable protection for your boat and vehicles or extra 
storage for your backyard, Mueller has the solution. Our pre-designed 

steel buildings are easy to assemble and available in a variety of sizes. 
Plus, you get 85 years of experience and expertise built into every 
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www.muellerinc.com
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(877-268-3553) 
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2014 Government-In-Action Youth Tour participants at the U.S. Capitol.
TexasCoopPower.com

until the very last out of each game.
“The game teaches about the past,

but there is also a strong competitive
element to it,” she says. “When peo-
ple come to watch, it’s not like they’re
watching re-enactors doing things
like baking bread, tending to a gar-
den or other mundane chores. It’s an
active, spectator-friendly event. His-
torically, it’s something people did
together for fun and to build com-
munities, and that makes it enjoy-
able for us to demonstrate.”

That palpable connection to his-
tory brought John Henderson, a hos-
pital CEO from Childress, onto the
field for the first time. He’s a lifelong
student of baseball, and vintage games
give him a chance to gain a deeper
understanding of the sport and how
it has influenced American culture.

“I’ve always had an interest in
baseball,” says Henderson, seated on
the ground awaiting his turn at bat.
“The way our national pastime actu-
ally led the country through conver-
sations around collective bargaining
and racial integration intrigues me.”

Henderson, a member of South
Plains Electric Cooperative, claims
that baseball is one of those sports
that inextricably links sons and
daughters to parents and grandpar-
ents in a way that few sports do, and
the chance to experience the game
as it was played in its infancy was
one he couldn’t pass up. “The expe-
rience,” he says, “is unforgettable.”

Before he finishes his thought, Henderson gets up abruptly,
as it is his turn to bat. “Striker to the line!” calls the umpire.

Stepping to the plate, Henderson is offered well wishes by the
catcher, and the hurler lobs the ball toward him. He swings and
hits a swift “bug bruiser” between first and second base. As he legs
it out to first, the crowd and his teammates are pleased.

“Huzzah!” I hear a teammate cheer. While I don’t have my vin-

tage baseball dictionary with me, I think that is a term of acclaim.
Writer and photographer Russell “Gravedigger” Graves is a member of

South Plains EC.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Learn more about how vintage base-
ball differs from the game played today, check out the lingo from the 1860s
and view a slideshow online.

Pitcher Grant “Aches and Pains” Smith warms up before a game at Farmers Branch Historical Park.

^

^
THIS IS BASEBALL 

BY 1860S RULES, 

AND IT’S DEFINITELY 

A WHOLE OTHER 

BALLGAME.
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John F. 
Kennedy 

Kennedy vowed to put a 
man on the moon by the 
end of the decade and 
led the nation through 

the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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“P” or “D” mint marks 
are inscribed on the edge.

Never to 

be minted 

again!

COLLECTOR’S SET 

8 for $8
at Face Value! 

Mail coupon today or order online at: 
www.LittletonCoin.com/specials
45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction
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Get a Complete 8-Coin Set of 2015 Presidential Dollars at face 
value of $8! You’ll receive Uncirculated Philadelphia “P” and Denver “D” 
issues of all four 2015 designs – honoring Presidents Harry S. Truman, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson! These 
2015 coins are struck for 3 months each and will never be minted again. Get 

the 8-coin year set at FACE VALUE – limit one set!
SAVE 65% plus receive a FREE GIFT

Order your Complete Uncirculated 8-coin set today at face value of ONLY $8 and 
SAVE 65% off the regular price of $22.95. Plus, respond within 30 days and 

get a FREE Uncirculated 2016 Cumberland Gap quarter – featuring a scenic 
natural gap in the Appalachian Mountains near the convergence of Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Virginia, long used by pioneers and settlers. 
    You’ll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating 
selections from our Free Examination Coins-o    n-Approval Service, from 
which you may purchase any or none of the coins – return 

balance in 15 days – with option to cancel at any time. 
Order your complete 8-coin set and SAVE!

Get a FREE Uncirculated 
2016 Cumberland Gap Quarter

when you order within 30 days.

FREE U.S. Mint 
image

�YES!�

Card No. Exp. Date_____ /_____

Name ____________________________________________

Address_____________________________  Apt #_________

City _____________________ State ____  Zip ____________

E-Mail ____________________________________________

Please print clearly

Special Offer for New Customers Only

�  Check or Money Order payable to 
Littleton Coin Company

Charge my:  � VISA � MasterCard 
� American Express � Discover 

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS

 Please send me a Complete Uncirculated 
8-Coin Set of 2015 P&D Presidential Dollars at FACE 
VALUE OF ONLY $8.00 – regularly $22.95, plus Free 
Shipping (limit 1 set). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 
2016 Cumberland Gap Quarter (one per customer, please). 

Add Custom 2007-Date Presidential Dollar 
Display Folders for $2.95 – regularly $3.49 
– and SAVE! Buy two folders and display 
all your “P” & “D” mint mark coins. 

QTY  DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL

1  8-Coin Collector’s Set (limit 1 set)  $8.00 $8.00

 Display Folders – SAVE 15%  $2.95

 FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTAL  $

SAVE!

Please send coupon to:
  Littleton Coin Co., Dept. 4CK403

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd, Littleton NH 03561-3737

®

       11:55 AM

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And $AVE $$!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

VISIT US ON THE WEB!
WWW.SWIMTEXSUN.COM

STAYcation at Home in 2016!

1-800-SWIMTEX (1-800-794-6839)
A family owned and operated Texas Company since 1986.

PRE-APPROVED
FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER
ANYTHING 
ON TRADE!

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2016 SEASON



$3000 OFF
            Your Order

Free Exchanges • Easy Returns
Promo Code: MQ8EHB3

· Heel Pain
· Joint Pain
· Back or Knee Pain
· Neuropathy
· Plantar Fasciitis
· Arthritis

Do You Suffer From:
· Diabetes
· Obesity
· Achilles Tendinitis
· Bunions
· Hammertoe
· Heel Spurs

Call 1(800) 429-0039
GravityDefyer.com/MQ8EHB3

Gravity Defyer Corp.
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331 

Boost energy
    Combat health issues
         Increase mobility
                   Relieve pain

Returns
  Energy

Absorbs
Harmful
  Impact

Super Walk
Men Sizes 7.5-15
 - Black/Silver TB9004MBS
 - White/Blue  TB9004MWS

Women Sizes 5-11
 - Black/Purple TB9004FBP
 - White/Pink   TB9004FWSP

$129.95 $9995

AVAILABLE

G-DEFY
SUPER WALK

Whether it’s health-related or 
caused by an injury, discomfort 
can occur in anyone at any age—
and there’s no excuse to exercise 
less. In fact, being active with 
discomfort is the most natural 
way to keep your joints moving 
smoothly. Experience a better 
life with Gravity Defyer 
footwear—ease your discomfort 
and rediscover movement! The 
moment you put on a pair of 
Gravity Defyer shoes, you’ll get 

nothing could stop you.

Each Gravity Defyer shoe 
is exclusively designed 
with patented VersoShock® 
Technology, a system of springs 
that simultaneously work 
together to absorb harmful shock 
and return energy throughout the 
body. Get rid of that “I-can’t-do-
anything-anymore” attitude and 
let Gravity Defyer give you the 
relief you need while boosting 

Transform your life right now 
and invest in a pair of Gravity 
Defyer shoes today!

VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. Shoes
must be returned within 30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details.

Don’t Forget
to check out our other 

products to relieve 
discomfort:

 Men’s Dress   Women’s Sandals     G-Comfort Insoles
      Londonian $165      Rosemary $49.95                   TF501, TF502

       



The sun rises and sets at peak travel
periods, during the early morning 

and afternoon rush hours and many drivers
find themselves temporarily blinded while
driving directly into the glare of the sun.
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by
such blinding glare with danger arising
from reflected light off another vehicle, 
the pavement, or even from waxed and oily
windshields that can make matters worse.
Early morning dew can exacerbate this 
situation. Yet, motorists struggle on despite
being blinded by the sun’s glare that can
cause countless accidents every year.
Not all sunglasses are created equal.
Protecting your eyes is serious business.
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what really
matters––the lenses. So we did our research
and looked to the very best in optic innova-
tion and technology. 
Sometimes it does take a rocket 
scientist. A NASA rocket scientist.
Some ordinary sunglasses can obscure your 
vision by exposing your eyes to harmful 
UV rays, blue light, and reflective glare.
They can also darken useful vision-enhancing
light. But now, independent research
conducted by scientists from NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory has brought forth
ground-breaking technology to help protect
human eyesight from the harmful effects of

solar radiation
light. This supe-
rior lens technology
was first discovered
when NASA scientists looked to nature
for a means to superior eye protection—
specifically, by studying the eyes of eagles,
known for their extreme visual acuity. This
discovery resulted in what is now known as
Eagle Eyes®.
The Only Sunglass Technology Certified
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
BlueLight Eye Protection.
Eagle Eyes® features the most advanced 
eye protection technology ever created. 
The TriLenium® Lens Technology offers
triple-filter polarization to block 99.9% UVA
and UVB—plus the added benefit
of blue-light eye protection.
Eagle Eyes® is the only optic
technology that has earned 
official recognition from the
Space Certification Program for
this remarkable technology. Now, that’s
proven science-based protection.
The finest optics: 
And buy one, get one FREE! 
Eagle Eyes® has the highest customer 
satisfaction of any item in our 20 year 
history. We are so excited for you to try the
Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technology that
we will give you a second pair of Eagle
Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses FREE––a
$99 value!
That’s two pairs to protect your eyes 
with the best technology available for 
less than the price of one pair of traditional
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators
with stainless steel black frames and the
other with stainless steel gold, plus two
micro-fiber drawstring cleaning pouches 
are included. Keep one pair in your 
pocket and one in your car at all times.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
If you are not astounded with the Eagle
Eyes® technology, enjoying clearer, sharper
and more glare-free vision, simply return
one pair within 60 days for a full refund of
the purchase price. The other pair is yours 
to keep. No one else has such confidence 
in their optic technology.

Don’t leave your eyes in the hands of 
fashion designers, entrust them to the best
scientific minds on earth. Wear your Eagle
Eyes® Navigators with absolute confi-
dence, knowing your eyes are protected
with technology that was born in space 
for the human race.

Urgent: Special Summer Driving Notice

Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You’ll 
immediately notice that your eyes are more 
comfortable and relaxed and you’ll feel no need to
squint. The scientifically designed sunglasses are
not just fashion accessories—they are necessary
to protect your eyes from those harmful rays 
produced by the sun during peak driving times.

simulation

Eagle Eyes®

Lens

To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory…

Certified EAGLE EYES® was developed
from original NASA Optic technology 

and was recently inducted into the 
Space Foundation Technology Hall of Fame.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. EEN 01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses $99†

Offer Code Price $49 + S&P Save $50
PLUS receive the Navigator™ Gold 
absolutely FREE!—2 pairs for the 
price of one!

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: EEN 01
You must use this insider offer code to get 
our special price.

Rating of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Stauer®

† Special price only for customers using the offer code
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

But When Driving, 
These Sunglasses 
May Save Your Life!

Navigator™ Gold Stainless Steel Sunglasses

Navigator™
Black Stainless

Steel Sunglasses

Studies by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA) show that most (74%) 
of the crashes occurred 

on clear, sunny days

Drivers’ Alert: Driving can expose you to more 
dangerous glare than any sunny day at the beach can…
do you know how to protect yourself?

Receive  the Navigator™ Gold 
Sunglasses (a $99 value) FREE! 
just for trying the Navigator™ Black
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CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

Electric Notes

Avoid Shams and Scams
Being cynical about that amazing offer can save you money

WHEN IT COMES TO SAVING ENERGY, the slogan “caveat emptor”
(buyer beware) is alive and well. We are all bombarded by
claims that border on outright falsehoods from third parties
claiming massive savings if you buy their products. Remember,
if it sounds too good to be true, it generally is.

Here are some products and practices that should raise red
flags for you:

“Black boxes” claim to clean up power, protect appliances and
reduce energy use. Claims are that these improve power qual-
ity, smooth out power fluctuations and store energy so you can
reduce your bills. They often require an electrician to install. 

Save your money. The gains these devices represent are
valid goals, but the technologies they employ are already in use
by your electric cooperative—and they require utility-sized
equipment to deliver them. Something that can fit in a shoebox
is not going to provide any value, at least not in the areas
promised. If you are concerned about protecting your sensitive
appliances and electronics, talk to your co-op’s member serv-
ices department about surge protection.

When you see an ad that reads, “The power companies don’t
want you to know,” skip it. It’s not that we don’t want you to
know; we just don’t want you to waste your time and money.

These are generally claims around building your own

renewable energy source from parts
easily obtained at the local hardware
store or a motor that produces limitless
free electricity. 

You can equate these offers with
emails from foreign countries saying
you can receive millions of dollars by
simply surrendering all your banking
information. At least in the case of the
limitless motor, you get some cool plans
and parts lists—just not the promised
results. 

There is a product that claims it will
replace basement dehumidifiers and save
tons of money. It basically is a fan sys-
tem that vents all the basement air out-
side. If you have a basement (something
of a rarity in much of Texas), this may
seem like an attractive option.

The Cooperative Research Network
(an arm of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association) was asked a
few years ago whether this product
delivered on its savings claims.

Researchers said, “No.” The problem is that when all the 
basement air is blown outside, it is replaced with conditioned
air from other parts of the house, forcing the home’s HVAC
system to work harder and dramatically reducing the 
promised savings. 

Yes, dehumidifiers can be expensive to run and are a nui-
sance when the water must be emptied. Here’s one solution:
Set the basement dehumidifier to 60 percent and run a hose
to the floor drain. This resolves the water-emptying hassle
and reduces the power use while keeping the basement
acceptably dry.

Finally, a different kind of warning: Scammers love to call or
stop by, claiming they represent the local power company.Never
give personal or financial information to anyone who claims to
be an employee from your co-op without confirming their
identity. Ask the caller for a callback number, then check with
your co-op. Ask the door-to-door person for valid co-op ID cre-
dentials. If the person really is a co-op employee, they’ll be
able to prove it.

Most of us want to save energy and keep our bills manage-
able. Technology can help do this, but caution is called for. Call
your co-op before making any investments in technology that
seem too good to be true. You’ll be glad you did.

Beware of scammers claiming 
to represent your electric co-op. 
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IF YOU ARE LIKE MOST AMERICANS, you have at least one ceiling fan in your home.
Ceiling fans help our indoor environment feel more comfortable. They are a decora-
tive addition to our homes and, if used properly, can help lower energy costs. Follow
these tips to make the most of your ceiling fans.

Flip the switch.Most ceiling fans have a switch near the blades. In warm months,
flip the switch so that the blades operate in a counterclockwise direction, effectively
producing a “wind chill” effect. This pushes air down into the room, making it feel
cooler than it actually is. 

In winter, move the switch so that the fan blades rotate clockwise, creating a gen-
tle updraft. This circulates warm air from the ceiling out toward the walls and down
into occupied areas of the room. Regardless of the season, try operating the fan on its
lowest setting.

Adjust your thermostat. In the summer, when using a fan in conjunction with an air
conditioner—or instead of it—you can turn your thermostat up 3–5 degrees without
any reduction in comfort. This saves money because a fan is less costly to run than an
air conditioner. In the winter, lower your thermostat’s setting by the same amount.
When it’s cold out, ceiling fans push the warm, conditioned air that has risen to the
ceiling back down toward the living space, which means the furnace won’t need to
turn on as frequently. 

Choose the right size. Make sure your ceiling fan is the right size for the room. A
fan that is 36–44 inches in diameter will cool rooms up to 225 square feet. A fan that
is 52 inches or more should be used to cool a larger space. 

Turn it off. When the room is unoccupied, turn the fan off. Fans are intended to
cool people, not rooms.

Using a combination of fan and air conditioner during the summer months saves money on bills.
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Make the Most 
of Ceiling Fans
By turning on the fan, you can turn up the savings
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IF YOU PULLED YOUR DESK or TV cabi-
net out from the wall, you’d probably
find a tangle of cords, cables and plugs.

That tangle isn’t good for your 
electronics.

Besides creating a tripping hazard, a
mess of electrical cords could lead to a
fire if they’re all plugged into the same
overloaded power strip.

Here’s how to untangle—for safety’s
sake:

Unplug everything—your computer,
scanner, phone charger, TV, speakers and
printer. In the process, you might find
cords that are no longer attached to any-
thing. Weed out those unneeded cords.

Remove all extension cords. They are
not designed for permanent use.

Dust the remaining cords. Vacuum
the floor and wipe down the wall around
the outlet.

Never plug more than one power strip
into a single outlet. Multiple strips can
overload a circuit and tax your electrical
supply. If you don’t have enough outlets,
call a licensed electrician to add some.

Invest in inexpensive cable ties.
Bunch the remaining cords together and
wrap the tie around the bundle to keep
them neatly together.

Drill a hole into the back of your
computer table or TV cabinet that is big
enough for all of the cords to pass
through. That will keep them together
and off the floor.

Clean Up 
Your Cords
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Use inexpensive cable ties
to organize electric cords.
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Observations

The everyday rhythm of life swerved
then halted when historic floods slammed
the Texas Hill Country in late May 2015.
Along the Blanco and San Marcos rivers,
catastrophic flooding killed 14 people and
destroyed property in Blanco, San Marcos
and Wimberley. Heavy rains also affected
Bastrop, Caldwell, Travis and Williamson
counties.

In Blanco, the rains started after midday
on Saturday, May 23. It was Memorial Day
weekend. Before dark, the Blanco River—
by nature calm and slow-moving in its east-
ward course through town—raged high
beyond its banks, surging into houses and
demolishing nearly everything in its path. 

By 9 p.m., the Red Cross opened an
emergency shelter at the Gem of the Hills
Community Center north of town. Volun-
teers provided cots and meals for residents
evacuated from their homes and travelers
unable to navigate flooded roads. The
National Guard rescued stranded visitors
from a riverside campground, and at Blanco
State Park, Superintendent Ethan Belicek
directed five dozen campers to higher
ground and safety at his family’s residence. 

“Pray for Blanco,” one resident posted
on Facebook late that night.

The next morning, daylight revealed
the flood’s heartbreaking devastation:
trees and other vegetation mowed over by
the muddy Blanco River, which was still
running high but no longer at flood stage.
Washed-out windows on homes and build-
ings overlooking the river hinted at the
terror of the night before. Days passed
before reports confirmed damaged homes
outside of town. 

East of town, massive pieces of the con-
crete bridge on Ranch Road 165 lay in the
river. Debris atop another river crossing
in town blocked traffic. Miraculously, the
city’s major river bridge on U.S. 281/Main
Street remained intact and never closed.

At City Hall, Mayor Bruce Peele (in
office just shy of two weeks) met with staff.
A block from downtown, first responders
with their heavy equipment established
headquarters at the Blanco Volunteer Fire
Department. Down the street, volunteers
at the Blanco Good Samaritan Center, a
food pantry and nonprofit thrift store, gave
out food and clothing to the first of many
flood victims. Volunteers at Gem of the Hills
organized shifts to cook and feed first
responders and stranded survivors. Dona-
tions of clothing, bottled water, cleaning
supplies and food poured into the city.

“After church that Sunday morning, my
wife and I went home to start cleaning up
our own property,” says Blanco resident
David Park, whose home was not damaged.
“At that point, I didn’t fully realize the
gravity of what had happened.”   

Residents including Park paused their
personal lives and banded together to 
operate the Blanco Flood Relief Center.
Bolstered by city and county officials, a core
of volunteer leaders, including military
retirees, drew up an action plan. They iden-
tified tasks such as construction, data entry,
coordination of volunteers and allocation
of funds, and they appointed task directors. 

“One of the first things we had to do was
mud out homes,” says Park, who agreed to
serve as relief center director. “It was grim.
The houses were health hazards.”  

Building Blanco Back
Community rallied after the Blanco River violently breached its banks one year ago

BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS
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Meanwhile, the Blanco County Disaster
Relief Fund collected donations amount-
ing to more than $228,000. All told, the
account funded projects on more than 150
properties. More than 500 local and regional
volunteers restored nearly 60 homes, not
to mention mending damaged fences 
and roads and removing debris. Church-
affiliated groups from across the state (and
as far away as Germany) sent workers.

Local cooperatives also contributed to
Blanco’s relief efforts. The floods affected
every district in Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative’s 8,100-square-mile territory,
including some of the worst-damaged
areas along the Blanco River. PEC crews
and contractors worked around the clock
to clear debris, replace downed utility
poles and restore power. In one case, they
attained a property owner’s permission to
clear and reinforce a road on his land so
crews and residents could access an area
cut off by flooding. By May 25, PEC had
restored power to 508 members in Blanco;

remaining outages were restored by the
early morning of May 28.

“Throughout the disaster and after, our
employees reached out to support those
affected,” says Jeanette Horn, PEC’s com-
munications editor. “The bulldozers that
PEC contracted were used to pull several
vehicles from the mud, and employees
handed out bottled water. As the cleanup
began, staff volunteered to help and also
took up collections of money, food and
household items for flood victims.”

Likewise, employees with GVTC Com-
munications (formerly Guadalupe Valley
Telephone Cooperative) collected clean-
ing supplies for distribution to flood vic-
tims. Free of charge, the cooperative also
provided the Blanco Flood Relief Center
with two dedicated telephone lines, as well
as a high-speed Internet connection.

By mid-September, volunteers had
completed much of the rebuilding in
Blanco, and most displaced residents were
back in their homes. On October 9, the

Blanco Flood Relief Center officially
closed and transferred relief support 
to the Blanco River Regional Recovery 
Team, a nonprofit organization estab-
lished to meet the long-term recovery
needs of flood victims in Blanco, Caldwell,
Guadalupe and Hays counties.

Debie and Bill Knight, who live along
the Blanco River in Blanco, worked with
the relief center team to rebuild their
destroyed home. “We are sleeping in our
house tonight for the first time since the
flood,” Debie Knight posted on Facebook
on September 12. “We are so blessed to
live in this caring community.”

Nearly one year later, the mayor is still
amazed by how the Blanco community
came together to rebuild. “If we hadn’t
had the outpouring of help, then we’d still
be stuck in the mire,” Peele says. “A dis-
aster always seems to bring out the best
in people.”

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers, a member of Peder-
nales EC, lives in Blanco.PA
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Texas USA

I grew up in Houston, about fifty
miles from the Gulf Coast. My earliest
memories of the beach were of family out-
ings and fishing trips to Rockport with my
aunt and uncle. I’ve always loved being on
the Texas coast. But when I discovered
surfing, that love turned into an obsession.

No one would confuse the surf in Texas
with some famous break on the Pacific
Ocean, but that doesn’t matter. Texas
surfers are as maniacally devoted to the
sport as surfers are all over the planet. My
friends and I weren’t proud; we would surf
on anything rideable. We’d drive down to
the beach with $30 in our pockets and stay
for a week, sleeping in tents and eating
sandy sandwiches.

We started riding waves in the mid-
seventies, which put us in the second gen-
eration of Texas surfers. The first genera-
tion consisted of the pioneers from the
sixties who discovered surfing in California,
wondered whether it could be done in
Texas, and brought back boards to give it a
try. Texas is not widely known for its great
surf  but, as that first generation discovered,
if you know when to look, and if you look
hard and patiently enough, it’s there. There
are, after all, over 600 miles of coastline,
and the Gulf of Mexico reliably produces
lots of wind and waves via low pressure sys-
tems, northers, storms, and hurricanes.

When I moved to Austin in the mid-
eighties and no longer had close access to
saltwater, my opportunities for surfing
naturally diminished, but my obsession
never quite disappeared. I started work
on this book twelve years later, in part so
that I could reconnect and try to under-

stand what it was about surfing and the
Gulf Coast that had made such a deep and
permanent impression upon me.

I think of myself less as a surf photogra-
pher than as a photographer who loves to
surf. The essence of surfing, like most sports,
is ultimately impossible to photograph or
write about. Dreams and memories inform
much of the work here. The photographs, 
I hope, chronicle both Texas’s surfing past
and its present. At the beach nothing ever
changes and nothing is ever the same. The
same is true of surfing. Board designs and
fashions may change, but the urge to ride a
wave, the search for that next perfect swell,
is a timeless human preoccupation.

I think about time as I watch the waves
growing into the same forms that were
seen by our ancient ancestors. As I watch

Surf Texas
Photographer gives this ocean-going sport a Texas twist

EXCERPTED TEXT AND PHOTO BY KENNY BRAUN                                                     
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my kids play in the surf, I remember seeing
the Gulf for the first time. I remember
countless hours spent with friends and
family. Time spent at the beach is a return
to the source—an intimate and immediate
connection with the natural world. You’re
riding a wave and you look around at the
fish and dolphins that are riding it, too—
and somehow it just makes sense. Surfing
has become commercialized, trivialized,
and mythologized, but its primal appeal
is pure. In these photographs, I hope I 
have managed to portray some of that
enduring fascination, as well as the singu-
lar and sometimes unexpected beauty of
the Texas coast.

Kenny Braun is an Austin photographer. Text
and photo excerpted from Surf Texas (University
of Texas Press, 2014).

Yes, in the Gulf of Mexico
surfers ride the wakes of
tankers. When the ocean itself
won’t supply a wave, you have
to have the nerve and ingenuity
to search out other things that
will. That’s the way it is in
Texas, and that’s what Kenny
Braun has focused his camera
upon with such quietly 
spectacular effect. 

—STEPHEN HARRIGAN



How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $200 be every bit 
as good as one that sells for 
$2000 or more?  Although 
tremendous strides have 
been made in advanced 
Hearing aid technology, 
those cost reductions 
have not passed on to 
you- Until Now.

Chicago ENT doctor lowered 

Since Medicare and most private 
insurance do not cover hearing 
aids, ENT physician Dr. Cherukuri 
made it his personal goal to 
come up with a game-changing 
solution that customers could 
actually afford.

He evaluated other hearing aids 
and concluded that the high 
prices were a direct result of layers 
of middlemen, heavy mark-ups 
and expensive unnecessary 
features. The result is the -
MDHearingAid PRO®, with the 
same kind of advanced hearing 
aid technology incorporated into 
hearing aids that cost thousands 
more at a small fraction of the 
price.

PRO® 
customers agree: high quality 
FDA-registered hearing aids don’t 
have to cost a fortune.

The fact is,  you don’t need to pay 
high prices for a medical-grade 
hearing aid. MDHearingAid PRO® 
gives you a sophisticated high-
performance hearing aid that 
works right out of the box with 

NEARLY INVISIBLE

RATING

© 2016

MDHearingAid.com

BATTERIES INCLUDED! 
READY TO USE RIGHT OUT 

OF THE BOX!

Doctors and patients agree:
“BEST QUALITY SOUND” 

“LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE”
“I have been wearing hearing aids For 
over 25 years and these are the best 
behind- the- ear aids I have tried. Their 
sound quality rivals that of my $3,500 
custom  pair of Phonak®Xtra digital ITE” 
---Gerald L.

“I have a$2,000 ReSound® Live 

MDHearingAid PRO® in the right ear. 

two hearing aids” 
---Dr. May, ENT Physician

“They work so great, my mother says she 
hasn’t heard this well in years, even with 
her $2,000 digital!  It was so great  to see 
the joy on her face. She is 90 years young 
again.”---Al P.

no time-consuming “adjustment” 
appointments. You can even 
access a hearing specialist 
conveniently-online or by 
phone—even after sale. 
No other company provides such 
extensive support. 

Hearing is believing and we invite 
you  to try this nearly invisible  
hearing aid with no annoying 
whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely 

that time period for a 100% 

 

 
  

 CS37

800-315-7690
Phone Lines Open 24 Hours

Amazing price breakthrough! 

ADVANCED HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY
Under $200



Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

Name 

Address

City                                                              ST         Zip

Daytime Phone #

Email Address

 VISA     MasterCard     Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     
                                 Card#                          Exp. Date 
 

Dept. 73113 /

2.95

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax

TOTAL  $

  $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

 $

Please Print Clearly

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

_____ Black Security Case(s) @
$7.99 each PLUS BLACK FREE

_____ Burgundy Security Case(s) @
$7.99 each PLUS BURGUNDY FREE

_____ Black Security Case(s) @
$7.99 each PLUS BURGUNDY FREE

Add $1.00 handling no matter how many ordered.

Regular Shipping Add $3.95 FREE

#94357

#94356

#94355
Zip-Up Security I.D. Case

 1.00

Laser Thin 
Styling

Satisfaction Guaranteed or
Return For Your Money Back

DreamProducts.com(website offers 
may vary) OR1-800-530-2689

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE!

So Slim...So Convenient!

Deluxe Version
New Exclusive Design!

This case is so thin, it must have been cut by a high pre-
cision laser beam. Soft, rich leather case with brass trim 
has full zip-around protection for MAXIMUM SECURITY 
for all your cards & cash. So thin and compact, it fits eas-
ily in your shirt/pant pocket, or even attaches to your key 
ring. Easily hidden...you’ll never worry again! Clear win-
dows hold up to 34 credit cards, photos and cash, plus 
there’s a bonus outside window pocket for I.D.s. Compact 
fashion import measures 4 116” x 234”. Order now and get 
a second one FREE! 

PROTECT Your
Cash & Credit
Cards

FREE Shipping!

MAXIMUM SECURITY
Zip-Up Security I.D. Case

Holds  
34 

Cards!

Buy 1
Get 1 
FREE!

$799ONLY
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Money Pocket

Bonus Outside Window Pocket

Receive a FREE Surprise Gift
with Every Order
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Give friends and family
the Best of Texas.

$29.95

T H E  B E S T  O F 

— C O O K B O O K —

 TYPI CALLY

TEXAS

FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF TEXAS CO-OP POWER

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas Cookbook and The Second Typically Texas Cookbook.

This cookbook is filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Contact your local co-op today, or place your order online 
at TexasCoopPower.com and put The Best of Typically Texas
Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95 (price includes tax,
shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order 
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically 
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of Texas Co-op Power

8TH ANNUAL

Helping Hand Project

www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER  

(877-268-3553) 

Mueller strongly believes in giving back to organizations that 
always give to others. For the 8th year in a row, we are extending 

One deserving organization will receive a FREE Mueller 
steel building through our Helping Hand Project.

We will be accepting applications April 2 - May 16, 2016. 
To apply, go to www.muellerinc.com/hh



JONES MACHINE
Machining, welding, fabricating, manufacturing since 1944.

(800) 919-4949 • Fax: (940) 552-6362
jonesmachineshop1944@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385

                                                                Delivered
Blade Width       Cat          HP          WT          Price
       18"                I          20-40    230 lb.    $1,010
       27"                II          40-80    285 lb.    $1,225
       30"            II or III     80-110   380 lb.    $1,605
       36"            II or III    110-180  390 lb.    $1,665

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

• Kills tree by cutting roots 
   6" to 8" underground 
• Effective on mesquite,
   juniper, cedar, huisach and
   other brush problems 
• 3-point category I, II or III
   with reversible blade for
   clearing fence rows

TIRED OF SPRAYING?

Since 1965
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M A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

Family owned, 
Texas-built
Lifetime guarantee
against leaks
Great for circulation,
arthritis, stiff joints 
and relaxation

Visit our Showroom
3411 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

NOW OFFERING 
CUSTOM SHOWERS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce Member

888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

Our
61st
year

eet the MuckGet the Muck
Marble size AquaClear   Pellets clear

your lake or pond bottom.
Beneficial microorganisms. Restore balance in natural
and man made surface waters. Increase water clarity.  
Improve water quality.  Eliminate black organic muck. 
  

Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly to maintain.
No water use restrictions!  FREE SHIPPING! 

 

OUOUTUUTUU !OUT!
TM

800-328-9350

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 55HX

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

KillLakeWeeds.com

A 10 lb. bag treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres
$94.00

A 50 lb. bag treats 2.50 t0 5.00 acres
$339.00

Order online today, or request free information.

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINERS
SALES OR RENT-TO-OWN

SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof
LARRY SINGLEY

1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL
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Hiring

AL BARNON
A N YM P

800.582.2276
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the 
following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, extended 
service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale item, 
compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, Daytona, 
Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, 
Union, Vanguard, Viking.   Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 9/1/16. 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
9/1/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

600+ Stores
Nationwide
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Customer Rating
Customer Rating

72" x 80" 
MOVING BLANKET

LOT  66537 shown
69505 /62418

comp at  $17 .97 
 $599 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
43%

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
58%

SAVE 
$29

SAVE 
$230

SAVE 
$75

SAVE 
$264

 $6999 
comp at $99

 1.5 HP ELECTRIC 
POLE SAW 

• Extends from 
6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

SAVE 
40%

comp at $20.26
 $1199 

LOT  95578
69645 /60625 shown

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

Customer Rating

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$73

 1650 PSI 
PRESSURE 

WASHER 
LOT 68333 

 69488 shown

• 1.3 GPM$7654

 $9999 9999 comp at 
$149. 99 

comp at $752.99
 $31999 

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT   61256/60813/61889

68142 shown

SAVE 
$433

$11999 comp at 
$349.99

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 
LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952 • 580 lb. 

capacity

WINNER
– Truckin' Magazine

Customer Rating

 LOW-PROFILE 
CREEPER 

• 300 lb. capacity

comp at $79.99

LOT  69262
69094/61916 

2745 shown

 $1999 
Tools sold separately.

19"

40"

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  95275 shown 
60637/61615

comp at $89
 $4999 

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

LOT   69227/62116
62584/62590
68048 shown

 $7999 comp at 
$155.95  

• Weighs 74 lbs.

 $13499 
comp at 
$399

LOT  69684 shown
61776/ 61969/61970

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 

WITH LASER GUIDE

Customer Rating

 LOT 67227  shown
69567/60566/62532

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $299 comp at 
$7.15Batteries 

included.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$79

10 FT. x 20 FT. 
PORTABLE 

CAR CANOPY
LOT 62858/63054/60728/69034 shown

comp at 
$199 $15999 15999 

$11999

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

comp at $17.97
 $899 $899 

$599

SAVE 
66%

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT 69043

42304 shown

METRIC
LOT 42305

69044
63171

YOUR CHOICE

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

comp at 
$168.97 $12499 12499 

$8999SAVE 
$78

900 PEAK/700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE

 GAS RECREATIONAL GENERATOR
LOT   60338/69381 shown 

LOT  68862/62896  shown

7 FUNCTION 
DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
LOT 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE
 $15 

Customer Rating

       



1Offer valid through 5/31/16. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Fixed rate of 0% for 60 months, based off of 
$2,059 down. 2New 6-year powertrain warranty is included at no additional cost with the purchase of any new Compact Tractor beginning 
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www.BrooksideUSA.com

CONVENIENCE:
EXPERIENCE:

EXPERTISE:
SERVICE:
STRONG:

8 locations
42 years in business

On Site Field Service
More than 120 employees
supporting your equipment

One John Deere Package. 
More Brookside savings

Brookside Equipment Sales, Inc.
281-256-6900 or 888-869-6202

8 Texas Gulf Coast Locations

3032E Tractor Package
• 32hp  ompact tility ractor

• D160 Loader
• RC2060 Rotary Cutter 

• 6-Year Powertrain Warranty2

 
$299PER MONTH1

$19,999 PACKAGE
PRICE

OR

FOCUS 
ON TEXAS
PHOTO CONTEST

Each month, Focus on Texas
features Texas photos submitted
by our readers. Send us your 
best photos for a chance a to 
see your entry in the magazine!

Upcoming Contests
SEPTEMBER ISSUE
Gone Fishin’
Deadline: May 10

OCTOBER ISSUE
Creepy Crawlies

ENTER TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com
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Loose Saggy Neck Skin – Can Any Cream Cure Turkey Neck?
DEAR DORRIS:   I’m 
a woman who is 64 
years young who suffers 
from really loose skin 
under my chin and on 
my lower neck.  

I hate the term, but my grandkids say I have “turkey 
neck” and frankly, I’ve had enough of it!  I have tried 
some creams designed to help tighten and firm that 
loose, saggy skin, but they did not work.  Is there any 
cream out there that Might help my loose neck skin?

 Turkey Neck,  Denton, TX

DEAR TURKEY-NECK:   In fact, there is a very 
potent cream on the market that is designed to firm, 
tighten and invigorate skin cells on the neck area.  It 
is called the Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream.

This cream contains an instant-effect ingredient that 
aims to tighten the skin naturally, as well as 
deep-moisturizing ingredients aiming to firm the 
skin and make it more supple.  Amazingly, the 
Dermagist Neck Restoration Cream also has Stem 
Cells taken from Malus Domesticus, a special apple 
from Switzerland.

These apple stem cells target your skin’s aging cells, 
and strive to bring back their youthful firmness, and 
elasticity.  As an alternative to the scary surgeries or 
face lifts that many people resort to, this cream has 
the potential to deliver a big punch to the loose saggy 
skin of the neck.  The Dermagist Neck 
Restoration Cream is available online at 
Dermagist.com or you can order or learn more by 
calling toll-free, 888-771-5355.   Oh, I almost 
forgot…  I was given a promo code when I placed 
my order that gave me 10% off.  The code was 
“TXN21”.  It’s worth a try to see if it still works.

Dear 
Dorris:

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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•  Self-feeding  models available.
 No more force-feeding!

•  Chip big branches up to 5.75" 
thick!

•  Commerical Style high-
discharging models direct 
wood chips right where you 
want them.

•  Models that shred yard and garden waste 
as well as CHIP branches.

Starting 
at just

$79999

NEW 
DESIGN

Larger 
Capacity

PTO 
MODELS TOO!

DR® CHIPPERS 
now at our Lowest 
Prices EVER!

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

    877-201-5850TOLL
FREE

91
43

5X
 ©
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91
43

4X
 ©
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DRtrimmers.com DRchipper.com

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
6 MONTH TRIAL

NEW 
LOW 

PRICE!

TOW-BEHIND
MODELS TOO!

The EASY DR® Way 
to TRIM and MOW!

The DR® TRIMMER MOWER 
Gives You 5X the power and NONE of 
the backstrain of handheld trimmers!

•  Trims and mows thick grass and weeds 
without bogging down — the ONLY 
trimmer guaranteed not to wrap!

•  Rolls light as a feather on big, easy-rolling 
wheels!

•  Thickest, longest-lasting cutting cord (up to 
225 mil) takes seconds to change.

JONES MACHINE
Machining, welding, fabricating, manufacturing since 1944.

(800) 919-4949 • Fax: (940) 552-6362
jonesmachineshop1944@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Kills tree by cutting roots 6" to 8"
underground 

Effective on mesquite, juniper, cedar,
huisach and other brush problems 

TIRED OF SPRAYING?

Blade Width      Cat            HP            WT           Delivered Price
16" Skid-Steer     Universal     50–140      380 lb.      $1,790

®
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405-257-1236
www.countryhatchery.net
Country Hatchery • Box 747 • Wewoka, OK 74884

Baby Chicks:  Rocks,  
Reds, Wyandottes,  
Orpingtons, Australorps,  
Cinnamon Queens,  
Ameraucanas, Leghorns,  
Cornish Rocks, Red Broilers,  
Marans, Welsummers,  
Icelandics and Old English 
Gamefowls.  
Muscovy Ducks, Heritage Turkeys, 
Guineas and Pilgrim Geese.  
CALL FOR FREE COLOR POULTRY BOOK
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In the 1850s, “Crazy” Ben Dollivar
staggered from one Galveston waterfront
bar to the next, trailing grog fumes and
fueling rumors that the old pirate had
found one of former employer Jean
Lafitte’s buried treasures, believed to dot
the dunes around Galveston. 

Although he hadn’t worked since he gave
up the seafaring life 20 years before, Dolli-
var paid for copious amounts of ale with
gold doubloons. He seemed unconcerned
that each Spanish coin was worth 12 silver
dollars, and it was an uncommon bartender
who gave him correct change—and then
only if others witnessed the transaction.

Dollivar rarely spoke of his years priva-
teering (pirates preferred this term) with
Lafitte. He had served as a soldier in the
Battle of New Orleans with the Lafitte
brothers, whose detailed knowledge of the
labyrinthine waterways around New Orleans
helped Gen. Andrew Jackson’s troops claim
an overwhelming victory against the British
during the War of 1812. Afterward, Dollivar
sailed with Jim Campbell, Jean Lafitte’s
favorite sea captain, and shared gunnery
duties on a 6-pound brass cannon. 

An orphan, Dollivar was born in Geor-
gia in the 1780s and raised on a cotton
plantation by an uncle who alternately
flogged him and read the Bible aloud. As a
teenager, he ran away to sea, eventually
joining forces with Lafitte, who had taken
up residence in Galveston in 1817.

Dollivar was a small, weather-beaten
man whose skull had been dented by a
stroke from a saber and whose mahogany
face sported a 6-inch scar and a multitude
of wrinkles. He muttered to himself and
occasionally raved incoherently. The New
Orleans Delta added more color to his
description in July 1867: “His nose was
sharp and crooked enough to have served
for a boat hook in an emergency, and his
mouth, cheeks and throat were covered

with a thick, dark beard. His little gray
eyes twinkled in their sockets with a semi-
piratical ferocity.”

During the coldest winter weather,
Dollivar would put on a shirt, although he
rarely wore one otherwise and was never
seen wearing a coat. Galveston’s residents
claimed he walked to town barefooted in
all weather, and he held up his threadbare
britches with a length of sail rope. He was
known to swim in Galveston Bay during
the bitterest of northers. 

Historian W.T. Block Jr. writes that
when questioned about his doubloons, Dol-
livar gave this answer: “Ah gits ’em from a
big sea chest down in the Hotspur’s bilge.”
The Hotspur, one of Lafitte’s schooners,
had run aground and broken up on a
Louisiana River in 1820. Many looked for
Dollivar’s sea chest, but none found it.

Dollivar didn’t waste his treasure on
amenities. He lived in a 10-by-10-foot
shack on Galveston beach. Covered by an
old sail, the hovel was open to the north
and south, admitting the summer breeze
and the winter wind. When Dollivar ran
low on gold coins, he launched an old
whaleboat into Galveston Bay and dis-

appeared for a few days. 
A few of Dollivar’s cronies took care 

of him in his old age. Campbell had re-
turned to the Galveston area and became
a successful farmer. He sometimes treated
Dollivar to a hot meal and took him home
at night.

One day in July 1858, a graceful pearl-
gray yacht sailed into Galveston Bay. It
was piloted by a young man who claimed
to be Lafitte’s nephew. The crew was
searching for Dollivar. After a private dis-
cussion with Dollivar, Lafitte’s nephew
rented a small sloop and sailed out of the
harbor with Dollivar at the helm.

There are two versions of the end of
Crazy Ben Dollivar. In one, his body was
found at the mouth of Clear Creek a few
days later with his throat slashed. In the
other, he returned with the crew of the
yacht and two rusty sea chests, then sailed
away never to return.

Martha Deeringer, a member of Heart of
Texas EC, lives near McGregor.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Learn
more about Crazy Ben Dollivar and 1800s pirat-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico.JA
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Texas History

Ben Dollivar and Lafitte’s Gold

BY MARTHA DEERINGER

A crazy pirate legend with a nugget of truth



A HOME FREEZE DRYER
THE FUTURE OF FOOD

1-800-726-7990      harvestright.com MADE IN AMERICA

Prepare for THE FUTURE
Protect your family. 
Preserve the fruits, 

vegetables, meats and 
desserts they love to eat.

Preserve better than 
your grandmother

It’s far better than 
canning and takes little 

time & effort.

FOOD STAYS FRESH
Food will taste great 

without preservatives or 
loss of nutrition for up 

to 25 years.

25
YEARS

FOOD
LASTS



Recipes

Greens and Grains 
This fragrant tangle of noodles has
become a weeknight staple at our house—
partially because the recipe is so flexible. 
I like to use deep green lacinato kale because
the long, slender leaves have a particularly
sweet flavor, but you can use any variety avail-
able at the market. You also can use any vari-
ety of nut or pasta that you like, although the
nutty flavor of whole-grain noodles pairs par-
ticularly well with the garlicky green pesto.
Topped with a generous grating of Parmesan,
the result is so rich and satisfying that there’s
really no need to tell anyone it’s good for
them; they’ll just think it’s delicious.

PAULA DISBROWE, FOOD EDITOR

Whole-Wheat Pasta 
With Kale-Ricotta Pesto

1       bunch kale
¼     cup plus 2 tablespoons walnuts, pecans 
       or pine nuts, lightly toasted, divided use
2      cloves garlic, peeled and sliced
½     teaspoon salt, plus more for serving
Pinch crushed red pepper flakes
⅓     cup whole-milk ricotta cheese
¼     cup grated Parmesan cheese, plus more 
       for serving
⅓     cup olive oil
1       pound whole-wheat spaghetti (or any 
       other noodle)
Freshly ground black pepper

1. Rinse kale and trim away any thick stems,
and slice the leaves into 1- to 2-inch pieces.
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil,
plunge the kale into boiling water; immediately
drain and plunge into ice water to stop the
cooking process and retain color. Drain kale in
a colander then use your hands to squeeze out
as much moisture as possible. Spread kale on a
clean dish towel or paper towel to continue
drying while you prepare the pesto.
2. Place ¼ cup nuts, garlic, salt and red pepper
flakes in the bowl of a food processor and pulse
until you have a coarse, pebbly mixture. Add
the kale, ricotta and Parmesan, and process
until combined. With machine running, drizzle
in the olive oil through the feed tube until the
mixture is smooth.
3. Cook the spaghetti according to package
directions, until it’s al dente. Just before drain-
ing, reserve 1 cup of the cooking water. Place
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Recipes

Greens and Grains

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE CONTEST WINNER
GAIL PATTERSON  | COOKE COUNTY EC
We should all be eating more leafy greens, such as kale, collards,
spinach, Swiss chard, and mustard and turnip greens, as well as more
varied grains, like quinoa, rice, oats and barley, according to countless
health and wellness reports. Greens are nutrient-dense and rich in
calcium and vitamins A and C, and grains provide fiber and plant-
based protein. The following readers’ recipes provide fresh inspira-
tion to use both in new and delicious ways.

Red Chile Quinoa, Kale
and Calabacita Enchiladas
This hearty and flavorful quinoa-kale mixture
makes more than you’ll need for enchiladas,
but you’ll appreciate the leftovers—for tacos,
veggie lasagna, or as a vegan side dish or
main course.  

2      cups quinoa
5      cups vegetable stock, divided use
4–6 tablespoons olive oil, divided use
2      medium onions, chopped
2      pounds diced calabacita squash 
       or zucchini
3      tablespoons minced garlic
2      pounds baby kale mix or stemmed
       regular kale
Vegetable oil, as needed
16    corn tortillas
8      cups red chile enchilada sauce,
       divided use 
1       pound shredded colby jack cheese,
       divided use

1. Rinse and cook the quinoa according
to package directions, using 4 cups of

hot noodles and pesto in a large bowl and
toss to combine. Add the pasta cooking
water tablespoon by tablespoon as
needed to loosen the mixture and evenly
coat the noodles. Add salt and freshly
ground pepper to taste. 
4. Serve immediately in large, shallow
bowls, topped with a scattering of toasted
nuts and plenty of grated Parmesan.
Serves 4–6.

Quinoa, Kale and 
Blood Orange Salad 
With Citrus Dressing
ANITA PORTERFIELD | BANDERA EC

DRESSING 
1       cup extra-virgin olive oil
¼     cup high-quality vinegar, such as
       Champagne or sherry vinegar
2      tablespoons blood orange juice 
       (or orange juice)
¼     teaspoon salt
Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

SALAD
1       cup red quinoa
2      tablespoons olive oil
¼     cup chopped onion
½     teaspoon salt
2      cups vegetable broth or water
1       large bunch kale
1       medium blood orange (or orange 
       or tangerine)
½     cup grated carrots
1       tablespoon minced red onion
Freshly ground black pepper
2      tablespoons toasted pumpkin seeds
       (pepitas)

1. DRESSiNG: Combine all ingredients in a
glass jar with a tight-fitting lid and shake
vigorously 30 seconds, until well com-
bined. (Alternatively, whisk together the
ingredients in a mixing bowl.) Set aside
while you make the salad.
2. SALAD: Rinse the quinoa. Heat the
olive oil in a 2-quart saucepan over
medium-high heat. When the oil is hot,
add the onions and salt, and sauté until
the onions are wilted, about 4–5 min-
utes. Add the quinoa and stir. 
3. Add the broth or water, bring the mix-
ture to a boil, cover saucepan, reduce
heat to a simmer and cook 20 minutes,
or until quinoa is fluffy and tender and
the liquid has been absorbed. LI
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In October, Texas Co-op Power will
showcase staff picks instead of a recipe
contest. Watch for favorite dishes from
our kitchens.

November’s recipe contest topic is
Make-Ahead Holiday Helpers. What
prepared dishes come to your rescue
during the holiday crunch? The dead-
line is June 10.

There are three ways to enter: ONLINE at TexasCoop-
Power.com/contests; MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701; FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your
name, address and phone number, plus your co-op and
the name of the contest you are entering. 

$100 Recipe Contest

  SPONSORED  BY  THE  TEXAS  
PEANUT  PRODUCERS  BOARD

vegetable stock in place of the water,
and set aside to cool slightly when done. 
2. Heat 4 tablespoons olive oil in a
large, deep skillet over medium-high
heat. Add the onions and cook, stirring,
until translucent, 7–10 minutes. Add
the squash and garlic and continue
cooking until the squash softens, about
10 minutes. 
3. Add the remaining olive oil, if
needed, and half the kale to the skillet
and cook, stirring, until wilted. Add the
remaining kale and continue to cook
until wilted. Gently fold the cooked
quinoa into the vegetable mixture. Add
the reserved broth only if the mixture
seems too dry. Set aside to cool. 
4. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
5. Heat a thin layer of vegetable oil in a
large skillet over medium heat. When
the oil is hot, drag tortillas through the
oil to soften them up, and stack on one
end o f a rimmed baking sheet. 
6. Pour a puddle of enchilada sauce next
to the tortillas. Dip both sides of a tor-
tilla in sauce. Fill tortilla with about ¼
cup kale-quinoa mixture and about a
tablespoon of cheese. Roll tortilla into a
snug cylinder. 
7. Pour a thin layer of enchilada sauce
into a 9-by-13-inch baking pan and swirl
to evenly coat the bottom. Place enchi-
lada seam-side-down in prepared pan
and repeat with remaining tortillas.
8. Pour the remaining sauce over the
prepared enchiladas and cover with 
the remaining cheese. Bake 30–45
minutes, until hot and bubbly. Makes
8–10 servings.

COOK’S TIP Calabacita is a Mexican squash
typically sold alongside tomatillos and poblano
peppers. Feel free to use zucchini or a mix of
zucchini and yellow crookneck squash instead.

TexasCoopPower.com



4. While quinoa is cooking, trim any
thick stems from the kale. Stack the
leaves, roll them into a cylinder and
thinly slice (a process known as “chif-
fonade”). Peel the orange, separate into
segments and slice each segment in half. 
5. Pour quinoa into a large salad bowl
and add the kale and half of the dressing.
Add the orange slices, carrots, red onion
and remaining dressing to the bowl, and
use a spatula to combine. Adjust season-
ings as desired. Top with black pepper
and pumpkin seeds. Serve immediately or
refrigerate until well chilled. Serves 4–6.

COOK’S TIPWhen the quinoa is cooked, you can
remove the pan from heat and allow it to rest,
covered, an additional 5 minutes. You might not
need to drain the grains after this step, but if
necessary, transfer the quinoa to a colander to
drain and rest 5 minutes.

Sesame Noodles 
With Broccoli
JUDY GUSTAFERRO | PEDERNALES EC

These spicy noodles are great for picnics,

potlucks or light spring suppers. Gustaferro rec-
ommends refrigerating them overnight and serv-
ing as a cold salad, but they can also be served
warm, just after tossing, or at room temperature.
Feel free to adjust the spice level by adding more
or less chili oil as desired.

1       head broccoli
½     pound pasta, such as linguine 
       or spaghetti
1       tablespoon freshly grated ginger
2      garlic cloves, chopped
¼     cup peanut butter, smooth or chunky
¼     cup soy sauce
2      tablespoons rice wine vinegar
1       tablespoon pure sesame oil
1       tablespoon chili oil
½     cup cashews or other nuts, chopped 
4      scallions, thinly sliced
Toasted sesame seeds, for garnish

1. Bring two large pots of salted water to
a boil. Trim the florets and leaves from
the broccoli and blanch them in one pot
about 2 minutes until they’re bright
green; drain and shock in ice water. Set

aside to continue draining. 
2. Add pasta to the second boiling pot
and cook according to package direc-
tions, until al dente. Drain and rinse
briefly to remove starch. 
3. Combine ginger, garlic, peanut butter,
soy sauce, rice wine vinegar, sesame oil
and chili oil in the bowl of a food proces-
sor and blend until smooth. 
4. Combine broccoli, pasta and sauce in
a large bowl and toss until the noodles
are evenly coated. 
5. Serve immediately or refrigerate
overnight, if serving cold. Garnish with
the chopped nuts, scallions and toasted
sesame seeds just before serving. Makes
about 4 servings.

COOK’S TIP Reserve ½ cup of pasta cooking
water and add as needed to thin the sauce and
evenly coat the noodles. Feel free to use low-
sodium soy sauce, if desired.
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WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
Leaf through more Greens and Grains recipes from
this month online.

$3,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER  |  2015 HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST
Pecan Pie Cake with Cinnamon Whipped Cream Frosting 
Jamie Parchman | Magic Valley EC      
Get the recipe at TexasCoopPower.com

Show us how you add your personal touch to every part of a meal—from savory 
beginnings to sweet endings—for fun and festive holiday gatherings. 

Send us your best ORIGINAL holiday recipes. (These are recipes you develop, not ones
copied from a friend or found in a book or magazine.) Show us how you create a Savory
Dish or a Sweet Dish that’s perfect for friends and family during the holiday season. Winners
will be featured in our December 2016 issue. Enter by July 10 at TexasCoopPower.com. 

Go to TexasCoopPower.com for details and official rules.

12TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com. Each entry MUST include your name, address and phone number, plus the
name of your Texas electric cooperative, or it will be disqualified. Specify which category you are entering,
Sweet or Savory, on each recipe. Mail entries to: Texas Co-op Power/Holiday Recipe Contest, 1122 Colorado St.,
24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You can also fax entries to (512) 763-3401. Up to three total entries are allowed per
co-op membership. Each should be submitted on a separate piece of paper if mailed or faxed. Mailed entries
all can be sent in one envelope. No email entries will be accepted. For o/cial rules, visit TexasCoopPower.com.
Entry deadline: July 10, 2016.

Send us your best original recipe!

$5,000 IN PRIZES
$3,000 GRAND 
PRIZEWINNER

Two $500 Best Savory Dish Winners
Two $500 Best Sweet Dish Winners



Clip this offer and please call today!

>> Choose from 4 benefit levels - up to $25,000!

>> Rates “lock-in” at the age you enroll - never   
 go up again!

>> Call for your FREE all-by-mail enrollment packet!

>> Call TOLL-FREE 1-888-519-0736 
Or enroll online at 
 www.UnitedOfOmahaLife.com

Now, from United of Omaha Life Insurance Company and Companion Life Insurance Company...

This is a solicitation of insurance, an agent (In OR & WA: producer) may contact you. These policies contain benefits,  
reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits during the first  
two years of policy ownership. Policy Form ICC11L057P or state equivalent (in FL: 7722L-0505; in NY: 827Y-0505). Not 
available in all states. In NY, during the first two years, 110% of premiums will be paid. Website unavailable for NY residents. EASY WAY 
Whole Life Insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, Omaha, NE 68175, which is licensed nationwide except 
NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, NY 11788. Each company 
is responsible for its own financial and contractual obligations. *Age eligibility and benefits may vary by state. **In FL and MD policy is 
renewable until age 121.

AFN44167_0113

Plus...
Proceeds paid directly to your beneficiary

Builds cash value and is renewable up to age 100!** ...  

Then automatically pays YOU full benefit amount!

Policy cannot be canceled – EVER – because of  
changes in health!

Whole Life Insurance.
$25,000.00

Our graded death benefit whole life insurance policy can be used to 
pay funeral costs, final medical expenses...or other monthly bills. 
You know how important it can be to help protect your family from 
unnecessary burdens after you pass away. Maybe your own parents or 
loved one did the same for you. OR, maybe they DIDN’T and you sure 
wish they would have! 

The important thing is that, right now, you can make a decision that 
could help make a difficult time a little easier for your loved ones. 
It’s a responsible, caring and affordable decision. And, right now, it’s 
something you can do with one simple phone call.

You may have been putting off purchasing life insurance, but you 
don’t have to wait another day. This offer is a great opportunity to 
help start protecting your family today.

Why this policy?  Why now? 

Are you between the ages  
of 45 and 85*?
Then this GUARANTEED 
ACCEPTANCE policy is for YOU!

NO medical exam! NO health questions!

Your affordable monthly rate will “lock-in” at 
your enrollment age* ...

$3,000.00
Benefit

$5,000.00
Benefit

$10,000.00
Benefit

$25,000.00
Benefit

Age

45-49

50-54
55-59

60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-85

Male

$10.45
$11.50
$14.20

$17.20
$20.50
$27.40
$37.00
$50.50

Female

$8.80
$9.70
$11.95

$13.30
$16.00
$21.40
$30.10
$42.55

Male

$16.75

$18.50
$23.00

$28.00
$33.50
$45.00
$61.00
$83.50

Female

$14.00

$15.50
$19.25

$21.50
$26.00
$35.00
$49.50
$70.25

Male

$32.50

$36.00
$45.00

$55.00
$66.00
$89.00
$121.00
$166.00

Female

$27.00

$30.00
$37.50

$42.00
$51.00
$69.00
$98.00
$139.50

Male

$79.75

$88.50
$111.00

$136.00
$163.50
$221.00
$301.00
$413.50

Female

$66.00

$73.50
$92.25

$103.50
$126.00
$171.00
$243.50
$347.25

�e rates above include a $12 annual policy fee.



Home Sweet Home 
“Country roads, take me home to the place I belong.”— John Denver

Home can be a place, a moment in time or even a loved one. It is where the heart
is, where seldom is heard a discouraging word and where you hang your hat. 

GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com There’s no place like TexasCoopPower.com for more Home
Sweet Home pictures.
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Focus on Texas

UPCOMING CONTESTS

SEPTEMBER GONE FISHIN’ DUE MAY  10

OCTOBER CREEPY CRAWLIES DUE JUNE 10

NOVEMBER FIESTA! DUE JULY 10

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op 
affiliation, plus the contest topic and a brief description of your photo. 

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at TexasCoopPower.com/ 
contests. MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX
78701. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you
want your entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not
submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We do
not accept entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot
be responsible for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by
the deadline.

o RICKY NIELL, Trinity Valley EC: Daisy the
Longhorn greets the sunrise on Niell’s farm
near Wills Point. 

g JAN TAYLOR, Jackson EC: Getting to see a
sunrise over Lake Texana is one reason Taylor
and her husband treasure their rural home
sweet home.

o MICHAEL ALEXANDER, Bryan Texas Utilities: 
An idle mailbox gets used for a special delivery.

d CATHERINE BROCATO, Pedernales EC: “We 
discovered this little friend in my son’s sporting
equipment. ... It was several months before my 
son could use his baseball gear again.”

a MICHAEL MITCHELL, J-A-C EC: Prairie dogs
gather at their home/hole at Lake Arrowhead
State Park in Wichita Falls.
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13
Lewisville Keeping Tradition Alive Jam 
Session, (972) 219-3401, cityoflewisville.com

Edinburg [13–15] Fiesta de Mayo, 
(956) 383-6246, edinburgarts.com

14
Columbus Magnolia Festival,
(979) 732-8385, columbustexas.org

May
7
Boerne VFD Annual Fish Fry and Auction,
(830) 358-8828, visitboerne.org/calendar 

Cibolo Bowling Club Annual 
Supper, (210) 658-2248, 
facebook.com/cibolobowlingclub 

La Grange St. Mark’s Foundation 
Sporting Clay Shoot, (979) 966-3485, 
smmctxfoundation.org

San Antonio Hannibal Pianta Art Walk ii,
(210) 325-3523, ava.org

Streetman Old-Fashioned Country Fair,
(903) 389-7586, lakesideumcfamily.org

Fayetteville [7–8] ArtWalk, (979) 378-2113,
artsforruraltexas.org

Sulphur Springs [7–8] The Bright Lights
of Broadway, (903) 885-8300, netchoral.org

11
Mineral Wells [11–14] PRCA/WRPA Pro
Rodeo, (940) 325-2557, visitmineralwells.org

BBQ:  ALEXEY  &  SVETLANA NOVIKOV |  DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB.  BOWLING:  LEV  DOLGACHOV |  DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB.  TOMATOES:  NAKORNCHAIYAJ INA |  DOLLAR PHOTO CLUB

Pick of the Month
Dancin & BBQ’n 
on the Bricks
Kerens  [May 20–21]

(903) 519-0690

When folks in Kerens tell you to hit the bricks,
it’s an invitation to dance the night away on
the brick-lined main street. The event includes
a barbecue cook-off. Kerens is the birthplace
of Big Tex. He left his bootprints on South
Colket Avenue.

May 7
Cibolo

Bowling Club
Annual Supper

Around Texas Event Calendar

More Info:
903-882-7181

www.lindalechamber.org
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Custom Crafted Personalized Gifts
Capture unique brands, logos & names on custom-
made bootjacks, leather coaster sets, luggage tags
& marble trivets. Lasting gifts for Christmas, 
weddings, birthdays & rodeos.

1-888-301-1967 • www.crawjacks.com 

FATHER’S DAY •  GRADUATION

PLAN YOUR TRIP TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com

Gas Up and Go!
Fairs, festivals, food and family
fun! It’s all listed under the Events
tab on our website. 

Pick your region. Pick your month.
Pick your event. With hundreds 
of events throughout Texas listed
every month, TexasCoopPower.com
has something for everyone.

AROUND
TEXAS
EVENT CALENDAR

(512) 263-6830 • www.brushshark.com

S K I D  ST E E R  M O U N T E D  S H E A R
• 1/2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
• Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.
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Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
July by May 10, and it just might be featured
in this calendar! 

June
3
Amarillo [3–4] Coors Cowboy Club Ranch
Rodeo, (806) 376-7767, coorsranchrodeo.com

Graford [3–4] Red Bull Cliff Diving World
Series, (940) 325-2557,
redbullcliffdiving.com/texas

Kerrville [3–4] Shakespeare in the Park,
(830) 896-9393, playhouse2000.com

Easton [3–5] Heritage Turnip Green 
Festival, (903) 643-7819

4
Cat Spring June Fest, (979) 865-1313, 
catspringagsociety.org

Austin [4–5] Pond and Garden Tour, 
(512) 629-7825, austinpondsociety.org

Port Arthur [4–5] Garden Festival, 
(409) 985-7822, visitportarthurtx.com

Corsicana Airsho, (903) 257-8282, 
coyotesquadron.org

Jacksonville Catfish Row, (903) 586-0141,
facebook.com/catfishrowjville

New Braunfels Herb Fiesta & Salsa 
Competition, (830) 629-2943, 
newbraunfelsconservation.org

Rockdale UnCorked Wine Tasting, 
(512) 446-2030, rockdalechamber.com

Wimberley Garden Club Garden Tour,
(305) 304-4686, wimberleygardenclub.org

15
Bleiblerville VFD 16th Annual Fish Fry,
(979) 249-6382

Cedar Creek High Grove Cemetery 
Homecoming, (512) 924-9697

21
Bryan Downtown Bryan Sip & Shop,
(979) 822-4920, facebook.com/ 
downtownbryansipandshop

27
Bandera [27–29] PRCA Memorial Day
Rodeo, (830) 522-0054, banderaprorodeo.org 

Ellinger [27–29] Tomato Festival,
(979) 378-2311, ellingertexas.com

May 27–29
Ellinger
Tomato Festival

Fredericksburg [27–29] Crawfish Festival,
(830) 433-5225, fbgcrawfish.com

28
Bastrop World War ii and Camp Swift
Exhibit Opening, (512) 303-0057, 
bastropcountyhistoricalsociety.com

Boerne Memorial Day Concert, 
(830) 249-8918, visitboerne.org/calendar

Tyler Smith County Master Gardeners 
Garden Tour, (903) 590-2980,
txmg.org/smith/coming-events

GET DETAILS AND ENTER ONLINE AT

TexasCoopPower.com
Find more info and discount coupons to 
Abilene attractions at AbileneVisitors.com

WIN A TWO-NIGHT GETAWAY
IN HISTORIC ABILENE
plus certificates for great local 
restaurants and attractions.
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REINFORCED CONCRETE SLABS  •  EXPERIENCED ERECTION CREWS  •  ALL WELDED FRAME WORK

Hay Barns
Equipment Buildings
Livestock Shelters

Steel Shops
Storage Buildings
RV Buildings

Country Homes
Hunting Cabins
Ranch Houses

AG BUILDINGS METAL BUILDINGS BARNDOMINIUMS

WD METAL BUILDINGS
Instant Pricing @ wdmb.com

HAY BARNS TO COUNTRY HOMES
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The Rio Grande Valley saw more
Civil War battles than any other area in
Texas, says Chris Miller, a history profes-
sor at the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley. With most southern ports block-
aded by the Union navy, the Mexican port
of Bagdad on the Rio Grande played a vital
role in supplying the Confederacy.  

As an armchair tourist, you can travel
the Rio Grande Valley Civil War Trail via
audio recordings, accessed using a phone,
to visit the trail’s 43 sites. In addition to
images, narration and text, the RGV Civil
War Trail website provides directions for
visiting the sites in person.   

“A virtual tour is a way you can quickly
make a presence,” says Russ Skowronek,
an anthropology and history professor 
at the university. Because no funding
existed to develop wayside signs and 
exhibits for this overlooked segment of 
history, Skowronek, Miller and the Com-
munity Historical Archaeology Project
with Schools joined forces with the Palo
Alto Battlefield National Historical Park
and others to create the virtual Civil War
Trail. It stitches together historical mark-
ers and sites that tourists can visit alpha-
betically or geographically. 

The trail begins with the first battle 
of the 1846–48 Mexican-American War,
commemorated by the Palo Alto Battle-
field park northwest of Brownsville. 

The Civil War Trail is paved with fas-
cinating stops. The salt works at La Sal del
Rey in Hidalgo County provided the salt
that was essential to preserving meat for
the troops. Homebound cotton wagons
hauled the salt north with other military
supplies. Union forces wrecked the rebel-
held salt works in 1863 to hamper the
South’s efforts.

In Rio Grande City, the Mifflin Kenedy
Warehouse still stands on Water Street,
150 years after it housed Confederate cot-

ton en route to Europe. The couple living
at Jackson Ranch sheltered slaves escap-
ing to Mexico. In Laredo, Confederate Col.
Santos Benavides garrisoned his troops
around St. Augustine Plaza and blocked
streets with cotton bales to thwart Union
soldiers. Confederate cavalry engaged the
Union forces in a battle at Point Isabel in
1864 to gain control of the lighthouse.

East of Brownsville at Palmito Ranch,
the final land battle of the Civil War
occurred one month after Gen. Robert 
E. Lee surrendered. Five hundred Union
soldiers on their way to Brownsville con-
fronted 300 Confederate soldiers. Follow-
ing the confrontation, the Union forces
retreated and sustained the last casualty of
the war, an infantryman from Indiana.  

With the Civil War Trail’s paper map
and directions taken from the website, I
drive down Military Highway (now U.S.
281), which connected Fort Brown to Ring-
gold Barracks in Rio Grande City. I scan the
map’s QR code with my iPhone to access
the Civil War Trail and select the record-
ings for sites scattered between sugar cane
and cabbage fields. I read historical mark-

ers with only the wind for company. 
While the virtual tour presents an

interesting experience of many sites along
the trail, several stops deserve a road trip:
the sparkling white Sal del Rey, the lone-
some prairie and interpretive displays at
Palo Alto, and the exhibits at the Museums
of Port Isabel and the Museum of South
Texas History in Edinburg.  

Skowronek says one benefit of a virtual
tour is that more sites can be included easily.
When I tell him that Union and Confederate
armies had used the home of Browns-
ville Mayor Israel Bigelow as a hospital,
he reminds me the trail is a community-
generated project. “We welcome ideas from
people that help us add stops on the trail.”

Author Eileen Mattei uncovered the Israel
Bigelow house information while researching her
book For the Good of My Patients: The History of
Medicine in the Rio Grande Valley (Topp Direct
Marketing, 2012).

Hit the Road

Rio Grande Valley Civil War Trail
Experience 19th-century Texas history in person and through a virtual tour

BY EILEEN MATTEI
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TexasCoopPower.com

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
Take a virtual tour of the Rio Grande 

Valley Civil War Trail or access the recorded audio
at (956) 847-3002.

.

Replica cannons mark the Palo
Alto Battlefield near Brownsville. 



With the PlasmaCAM® machine, 
you can easily make impressive 
metal art products. Get started 

with our ready-to-cut art 
disc collection, or create 
your own designs from 
pictures, drawings, and 

lettering.

(719) 676-2700

Cut precise
metal shapes 

in a fl ash!

Call today with this 
code D5HTC for your 

free demo video to see what 
you can do with this amazing 

machine!




