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Lofty Landmarks  Early Texas skyscrapers sprouted 
as small-town hopes and dreams took root
By Joe O’Connell

Youth Tour Alumni Participants of legacy program
follow career paths to Texas co-ops
By Suzanne Halko
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Insect Farming
Bug businesses fill a variety of needs, 
including human stomachs.
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Some of the 2015 Government-in-
Action Youth Tour participants from

Texas gather outside the White House.



1/10-ounce Government-Issued 
Gold American Eagle Coin

TOLL-FREE, 24 HOURS A DAY:  

1-855-426-7168
Vault Code: TX22-140

Due to strict limited availability, telephone orders 

according to the time and date of the order.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE 
MADE FOR PURCHASES OVER $50,000.
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1 – Gov’t-Issued Gold American Eagle........$140.00

5 – Gov’t-Issued Gold American Eagles......$700.00

10 – Gov’t-Issued Gold American Eagles...$1,400.00

U.S. Government Gold Coin Release
Americans Own Gold At Cost For Only $140!

Special offer is strictly limited to only one lifetime purchase of 10 at-cost coins (regardless of price paid) per household, plus shipping and insurance ($15-$35).  Prices may 
be more or less based on current market conditions. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. 

 Past performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Price not valid for precious metals dealers. 
All calls recorded for quality assurance. Offer void where prohibited. Coin dates our choice. 1/10-ounce coins enlarged to show detail. ©2016 U.S. Money Reserve.

TODAY - U.S. Money Reserve has scheduled what 

gold coins previously held at the U.S. Mint at West 
Point. These Gov’t-Issued Gold Coins are being 

price of only $140.00 per coin. Please be advised: 

days. Do not delay. Call 1-855-426-7168 today.

money into precious metals, the time is now to 

www.usmoneyreserve.com
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records dating back to the early
1950s and have enjoyed thou-
sands of hours of listening to
country, folk, classical, jazz 
and rock ’n’ roll.
DORIS FONTAINE | MOUNTAIN HOME

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Hands of Time
We’re with the reader from 
Waxahachie [Springing Forward,
Letters, March 2016]. We oppose
daylight saving time, too. The
twice-a-year time change is 

disrupting and totally
unnecessary. Why can’t
we choose a time and
stick with it? Why not 
put it to a statewide vote
with three options: con-
tinue with the status quo,
stay with DST year-round
or stay with standard
time all the time?
SHARON SCHWERTNER | BALLINGER

COLEMAN COUNTY EC

I really, really LOVE daylight
saving time. So I vote to keep 
it. It has never bothered my
sleep pattern.
GARY A. MCDONNEL | VALLEY MILLS

HEART OF TEXAS EC

In Search of Cantaloupes
Thank you, Lonn Taylor, for your
July 2012 article, The Truth
About Pecos Cantaloupes. I did
some digging myself when I
couldn’t find my favorite can-
taloupe in the local grocery
stores in Houston. To this day,
it’s hard to find the fruit in our
stores. I even have the Mandu-
jano brothers’ phone number in
my cellphone. I once saw the
product labeled as “Stetson”—
haven’t seen it since. I want my
cantaloupe back!
SHARI WOOLSON | HOUSTON

Keyhole Inspirations
After reading Keyhole Gardening
[February 2012], I was excited to
learn that Deb Tolman was com-
ing to our county to hold a key-
hole workshop. After attending
the workshop and with your
magazine in hand, I started
rounding up the supplies and
soil. We decided to use a new
but damaged water trough
instead of building with rock.

The first year I found that 
burying plastic flowerpots and
filling them with water helped
me distribute the water better. 

Pecos River Experience
I was blown away by Lonn 
Taylor’s story Pecos River Flood
of 1954 [March 2016]. My family
made frequent fishing trips to
the Pecos River area in South-
west Texas before it empties
into the Rio Grande, and we are
living proof of how treacherous
the river can be. 

We were enjoying a fun-filled
fishing trip after school was out
in June 1954 when that flash
flood hit. It was very early in the
morning, but my dad could hear
it coming, and we left everything
except our two pickups and
headed uphill to a ranger cabin
to escape the raging currents.
We lost all our camping gear
and boat, but at least we all 
survived—and that was not the
last time this happened to us.

I fully agree with Charles
Goodnight’s description of the
river: “the graveyard of the
cowman’s hopes.” But, boy,
could you catch a lot of big 
catfish down there!
JEAN RINEHART | KINGSLAND

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

What Goes Around …
Yep, the old saying of “what
goes around comes around”
(pardon the pun) must be true
[Don’t Skip It, Currents, April
2016]. I have hundreds of vinyl

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com
Sign up for our E-Newsletter for
monthly updates, prize drawings 
and more!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share

EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op. 
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.

Texas Co-op Power DFE

Texas on Top
I don’t think the Western hat [Cowboy 

Hatters, April 2016] has ever actually been
indicative of a cattleman wearer, even though
it has, over the years, acquired the name 
“cowboy hat.” I firmly believe that nowadays,
the hat doesn’t say, “cattleman.” I believe 
that it says, loudly and proudly, “TEXAS!”
BILL MORRIS | CHAPPELL HILL | BLUEBONNET EC

I always overplant, but it doesn’t
seem to bother the yield. I found
that squash and tomatoes grow
too large for the small space.
Cucumbers did well, but the pep-
pers always outdo themselves. 

Thank you for bringing such 
a wonderful project to our
attention.
SUE BROYLES | CHEROKEE

CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Editor’s note: See more read-
ers’ keyhole garden photos
(and post your own) on TCP’s
Facebook and Pinterest pages. 

LETTERS



PEACH SEASON is about to begin, and for the 500 or so folks who 
call Stonewall home, that means it’s time for the 55TH ANNUAL STONEWALL

PEACH JAMBOREE & RODEO.

Stonewall, the birthplace of President Lyndon B. Johnson, is in 
Gillespie County, which grows about 40 percent of the peaches in Texas.

JAMboree takes place June 17–18 at the Stonewall Chamber of
Commerce, on Peach Street, of course. Area peach growers, many of
whom are members of Central Texas Electric Cooperative, bring their
crops to be judged. Other competitions
determine the best peach pie, cobbler and
salsa. Skills of a different sort are tested 
in contests for peach eating and peach 
pit spitting (say that 10 times fast).

INFO a (830) 644-2735; stonewalltexas.com

CURRENTS
HAPPENINGS

The Time Is Ripe

6 Texas Co-op Power June 2016

PEACHY IDEAS

If you need ideas

about what to do with

all those ripe peaches

this month, check out

Recipes, starting 

on Page 31.
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WEATHER WATCH 

HURRICANE 
SEASON STARTS

More than 10 years and 27
major hurricanes have passed
since a Category 3 or higher
storm touched down in the
United States. And though
that’s a record gap between
landfalls, scientists say it’s
mostly a matter of circum-
stance and no reason for hurri-
cane-prone areas to let down
their guard, especially now that
it’s hurricane season, which
runs June 1–November 30.

“This luck cannot continue.
Climatology will eventually
reassert itself with many more
U.S. landfalling hurricanes,”
according to an analysis by
Colorado State University
experts Philip J. Klotzbach and
William M. Gray. “Coastal resi-
dents must realize that hurri-
canes remain a serious threat
and should take preparedness
actions before every season.”

Not since Hurricane Wilma
ripped through southern
Florida in October 2005—to
close out a record-breaking
hurricane season that included
Katrina and Rita—has a major
hurricane made landfall in the
U.S. Ike was a major hurricane
in 2008 that dropped to just
below major hurricane
strength when it struck Texas.
Ike still caused $29.5 billion 
in damage, most notably in
Galveston, Houston and the
Bolivar Peninsula.

)(

Find more 
happenings all 

across the state at 
TexasCoopPower

.com
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TECH KNOWLEDGE 

MASTERMINDS
BEHIND THE
WHEELS

Electricity pioneers Michael Faraday
and Nikola Tesla probably never met 
in real life, but electric cars bearing
their monikers soon will meet on the
open road.

That’s if everything goes according to
plan for Faraday Future, a California-
based, Chinese-backed carmaker that
in January revealed plans for a single-
seat, 1,000-horsepower, all-electric
concept car. The company, named for
the British electrochemist who lived
1791–1867 and discovered electro-
magnetic induction, is building a 
900-acre, $1 billion factory in Nevada.

Tesla Motors, which sold 50,000 elec-
tric vehicles in 2015 and is named for
the Serbian-American physicist who
lived 1856–1943 and perfected alter-
nating current, expects to churn out a
half-million vehicles per year by 2020.

WORTH REPEATING

“We will make electricity
so cheap that only the
rich will burn candles.”

— THOMAS A. EDISON

HONORS

Holy Toledo!
TEXAS TRIUMPHS in Bassmaster’s Best Bass Lakes of 2015 with a total 
of nine lakes on the magazine’s list—three in the top 20, and Toledo Bend
Reservoir taking the crown. 

To set the rankings, Bassmaster surveyed states’ fishery agencies, asked
B.A.S.S. Nation for the best competition lakes and polled 630,000 Facebook
fans. Next, a panel of bass fishermen ranked the lakes and sent their results
to a 15-member fishing industry committee, which named the top 100.

“Although many rankings on the list required a lot of debate from our
panel, Toledo Bend stood out to all as a clear No. 1 this year,” Bassmaster
Editor James Hall said. 

TEXAS LAKES IN THE TOP 100
1. Toledo Bend Reservoir, Texas/Louisiana
5. Sam Rayburn Reservoir
15. Lake Fork Reservoir
31. Lake Ray Roberts
42. Falcon Lake
50. Lake Conroe
62. Fayette County Reservoir
73. Lake Texoma, Oklahoma/Texas
86. Squaw Creek Reservoir

See photos of all 100 lakes
at bassmaster.com.

PEOPLE SPEND ABOUT FOUR HOURS A WEEK GROOMING,
according to a German market research firm. GfK’s 22-country
survey shows that women spend an average of almost five
hours a week on personal grooming (bathing, shaving, dres-
sing, hair, makeup), while men spend just over three hours. 

MOLTO BELLO  Italians
spend the most time
grooming, just more
than 5½ hours a week.
Americans are third at
about 5¼ hours. Chinese
rank last at fewer than
three hours.

FETCHING TEXANS  Texans
spend 44 minutes a day—about
five hours a week—grooming,
according to the American 
Time Use Survey. Only folks
from Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana and South Carolina
groom more, 45 minutes a day. 

JUNE 18 

IS NATIONAL

GO FISHING DAY.

L IFESTYLE

Hey, Good Lookin’
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BY JOE O’CONNELL

LOFTY
LANDMARKS

On January 21, 1929, the “human fly” gripped the brick wall
and slowly ascended Temple’s sleekly narrow Kyle Hotel. A crowd
of observers, decked out in their Sunday best, exchanged knowing
glances and looked skyward. Halfway to the 13th and final floor,
the man-fly pulled a Coca-Cola bottle from his pocket and took
a leisurely sip. The onlookers laughed and cheered. Those lucky
enough to purchase tickets to the grand opening party ventured
inside to dance to Henry Lange and his orchestra’s hit song, Hot
Lips. For $1.50, they could stay the night in one of 125 rooms
appointed with steam heat, ceiling fans and running ice water. 

In October of that year, the stock market crashed, foretelling
the Great Depression. Farmers saw cotton prices plummet. The
town’s major employer, the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway,
implemented layoffs and pay cuts. Four of Temple’s five banks
closed. Temple’s population remained static at 15,000 throughout
the 1930s. Yet the Kyle and other high-rise Texas hotels like it
held on for decades as towering symbols of something larger.
Soldiers huddled in them during World War II. Community
groups met for lunch. High school kids held proms.

The Kyle was the third “skyscraper” in Temple. The 113-room
Doering Hotel—later sold and renamed the Hawn Hotel—had
celebrated its opening in 1928 with a different human fly ascend-
ing its nine levels. The six-story Professional Building came sec-
ond and housed a grocery, stenography school, barbershop, law
office, flower shop and cigar store.

New Yorkers might argue whether any building with fewer
than 20 stories, or perhaps even 50, could be billed as a skyscraper,
but architect T.J. Gottesdiener, quoted in the Christian Science
Monitor decades after the firm he worked for designed Chicago’s
iconic Sears Tower, perhaps put it best: “What is a skyscraper?
It is anything that makes you stop, stand, crane your neck back
and look up.” In the late 1920s, high-rise buildings began to ascend
in Texas, and they became a symbol of good times, progress and
optimism in tough times ahead.

Frank Doering was a prominent Temple resident who sold his
Ford dealership to jump into the hotel game. Doering’s family
occupied the eighth floor, just below a ballroom that became a vital
part of the Temple social scene. His grandson, Frank Harlan, now
85, spent a chunk of his childhood in the hotel, getting haircuts in
Shorty Carmen’s barbershop, picking out his own steaks in the
kitchen, and pushing the buttons to go up and down in the elevator
repeatedly while its operator sternly looked on.

“I remember listening to the trains from the hotel,” Harlan
said. “They still had steam engines back then. You would hear
them blow the whistle and the sound of the wheels as they hit
the crossing.” 

Well-made, reliable eleva-
tors were one of the keys to the
rapid construction of high
rises, as were the mass produc-

Postcards touted small-town 
skyscrapers, including the Baker
Hotel, above, and Temple’s “best-
ventilated hotel in Texas,” right.

EARLY TEXAS SKYSCRAPERS SPROUTED AS SMALL-TOWN HOPES AND DREAMS TOOK ROOT
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tion of steel and a better understanding of structural loads. In
Texas, health and transportation also factored into their con-
struction. Temple was founded by the railroad in the 1880s, and
residents quickly had a need for quality medical care, which led
to the construction of what is now Scott & White Memorial Hos-
pital. Hospital co-founder Dr. A.C. Scott Sr. worked with Beau-
mont businessman W.W. Kyle to open a hotel that could house
hospital visitors. The hotel found success under the management
of Theodore Brasher “T.B.” Baker’s hotel chain that included the
Menger and Gunter hotels in San Antonio, the Stephen F. Austin
in Austin, the Baker in Dallas and the Galvez in Galveston.

But the hotel magnate’s name is most closely associated with
the Baker Hotel in Mineral Wells, a 14-story edifice visible for
miles. Since the 1880s, Mineral Wells, 50 miles west of Fort Worth,
has staked its name and reputation on mineral water, and by
1910, 150,000 visitors a year came to “take the waters” to cure
what ailed them. In 1927, locals raised $150,000 to build the hotel. 

Hotel impresario Baker saw the potential, and the 450-room
Baker Hotel opened just weeks after the stock market crash in
1929. The hotel was a trifold marvel with an Olympic-size outdoor
pool, a bowling alley, an 18,500-square-foot drinking pavilion and
the rooftop Cloud Club that attracted celebrities including Clark
Gable, Judy Garland, Jean Harlow and even the Three Stooges.
During World War II, the hotel was filled to the brim with soldiers. K
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In October 1929,

the stock market crashed
, 

foretelling the Great Dep
ression. 

Yet the Kyle and other
 

high -rise Texas hotels like i
t 

held on for decades as t
owering

symbols of something la
rger. 

A similar lure of healing waters in the Central Texas town 
of Marlin led Conrad Hilton to open his eighth Hilton Hotel
there in 1929. The nine-story structure, later renamed the Falls
Hotel, connected through an underground tunnel to the Marlin
Sanitarium-Bath House, opened by Dr. Neil Buie across the street.
As many as 100,000 people a year came to Marlin via three rail
lines. 

New York Giants Manager John McGraw was so convinced
of the mineral water’s curative powers that he moved the baseball
team’s spring training to Marlin between 1908 and 1918, a stretch
in which the Giants won the National League pennant four times.
In her book, Taking the Waters in Texas (University of Texas
Press, 2000), Janet Mace Valenza writes that the Marlin regimen
involved drinking mineral water followed by two hours of baths,
including full-body rubdowns with salt and oil.

Time passed and trends changed. Mineral baths were replaced
by antibiotics and other medicines. Interstate 35 sent traffic
zooming past Temple, and downtowns fell out of vogue. The
1970s saw the decline and then eventual closing of these hotels.



The Falls and Baker became the targets of ghost
hunters. Many attempts have been made to reopen
them. Sometimes a reimagining worked. The min-
eral water still flows continuously from a fountain
across from the Falls Hotel, but only a barbershop
remains inside the hotel’s doors.

But in Mineral Wells, the big story has been a nine-year effort to
revitalize the Baker. A team has been working to attract foreign
investors to cover an expected $56 million price tag. Among the
partners is Dallas businessman Brint Ryan, who did the impossible
in 2012—he reopened the beautifully revived Hotel Settles in his
hometown of Big Spring, as if turning the key on a portal to the past.

In Temple, the city obtained a Department of Housing and
Urban Development grant in the late 1980s to transform the Kyle
Hotel into low-cost housing for the elderly, and it remains open
under the direction of the city’s housing authority. The
Doering/Hawn Hotel was purchased by the city of Temple with
the intent to find a developer and bring it back to life. A deal is in
the works, but, as with the Baker, full financing is pending.

TexasCoopPower.com June 2016   Texas Co-op Power 11

Harlan, the grandson of its founder, dreams of living long
enough to move into the renovated building. He toured the hotel’s
stripped-down ground floor last year. Age kept him from climbing
the narrow staircase to the top, but a newspaper photo of the old
hotel jarred him. In it was a ballroom piano wizened by time and
covered with pigeon droppings. “I took piano when I was younger,
and I remember doing a recital at the hotel. I was maybe 12, and
I played American Patrol [a tune made popular by Glenn Miller]
in the ballroom. It was probably on that very piano.”

Joe O’Connell is an Austin writer.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Tour some of these historic buildings
in a slideshow online.

Rooms were $2–$2.50 at the Doering Hotel, opposite,
built in 1928. The promise of healing mineral waters
drew people and towering hotels to Mineral Wells,
above, and Marlin, right.



AT FIRST, MEAGAN (JOHNSON) BROWNdidn’t want
to apply for the Government-in-Action Youth Tour.
Her mom, Mary Johnson, an 18-year Comanche
Electric Cooperative employee, kept insisting. 

Eventually, Brown saw the value of Youth
Tour—a free trip to Washington, D.C., plus an edu-

cation about American co-ops, government and history—and
won Comanche EC’s sponsorship in 2011. The trip broadened
her horizons and led to lasting friendships and life-changing
opportunities. 

“It gave her more pride in what rural electric co-ops do for
people,” Johnson says.

Because of Youth Tour, Brown met General Manager Kerry
Kelton of Mid-South Synergy, the Navasota-based electric coop-
erative. “He said, ‘When you come down to go to [Texas A&M
University], give us a call. We will probably find a place for you,’ ”
Brown recalls. 

She interned with Mid-South and learned more about co-ops.
“At a lot of large companies, you’re just another employee,” she
says. “With a co-op, it’s like a family.” 

Her Mid-South family also became her actual family when
she married Jacob Brown, who still works in the co-op’s account-
ing department. 

“We laughed when they started seeing each other,” Johnson
says. “We were like, ‘Well, you’re keeping it in the family, huh?’
because everybody works at the electric co-op.”

After getting an agricultural communications and journalism
degree in 2014, Brown used her co-op experience to land a job with
Bryan Texas Utilities, also a member of Texas Electric Cooperatives.
Later she became an executive assistant with the City of Bryan. 

As her mom says, “She has lived the co-op life.” 

YOUTH TOUR ALUMNI
FOLLOW CAREER PATHS TO TEXAS CO-OPS    

BY SUZANNE HALKO
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YOUTH TOUR ALSO LAUNCHED Erin (Bischoff )
Hughes’ co-op career. In 2006, as a high school
senior from Anderson, she won a Mid-South
video contest, earning sponsorship to Washing-

ton, as well as a scholarship and an internship.
The internship turned into the job she kept while

getting a degree in sociology from Sam Houston State University.
She graduated in 2011.

“I’ve been here ever since,” she says. “It’s a different environ-
ment. They really care about their employees and their members.”

Hughes is now Mid-South’s Youth Tour coordinator and exec-
utive assistant to the co-op's general manager. In her job, she
ushers students through an experience similar to her own, help-
ing prepare the next generation for real-world work. She says
Youth Tour participants make valued co-op interns because they
have knowledge of what a co-op is and have proved their will-
ingness to work by competing in the contest to win the trip.

Youth Tour “really opened the door for me at Mid-South,
which has been amazing,” Hughes says, explaining that her co-
op job offers fulfilling career opportunities and allows her to live
where she wants. “I really like the small-town feel. I love to travel,
but I like coming home more.” 

LIKE BROWN, SCOTT MEURER heard about Youth
Tour from his mother, Rosie Meurer, who’s a
career employee of Central Texas EC in Fred-
ericksburg. He went on Youth Tour in 2000. 

“After seeing all of the memorials of those who
have done service for our country,” says Meurer, a

Pedernales EC member, “it helped inspire me to want to work in
an environment where we provide service to folks and hopefully
improve folks’ quality of life.”

Meurer earned an environmental science degree from
McMurry University in Abilene and was working in San Antonio
when he heard about an opening at TEC. Because of Youth Tour
and his mom’s career, he knew about the statewide trade associ-
ation’s service to electric co-ops and their members. 

“It was really cool … just growing up in that co-op environment
and then to go and work with one and be a member,” Meurer says. 

Meurer started at TEC in 2007, serving with the inside sales
team and then in supply chain sourcing. Now, as a supply chain
analyst, Meurer evaluates member cooperatives’ warehouse sup-
plies and processes to ensure that they have the best inventory
to serve their members. 

“I’m glad it’s worked out this way,” Meurer says, “because
there is no place better to work, that’s for sure.”

Suzanne Halko is a TEC communications specialist.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Learn about Texas’ Youth Tour history
and how to apply; read Your Tour magazine; and find videos, photos and news.

—MEAGAN (JOHNSON) BROWN | COMANCHE EC | 2011

June 2016   Texas Co-op Power 13TexasCoopPower.com
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WHAT
An all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., under the
guidance of chaperones, to tour national historic sites, 
experience cultural diversity, meet U.S. congressional 
representatives, and learn about electric cooperatives and
the energy industry

• Touring famous places
• Laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
• Visiting museums 
• Seeing a production at the John F. Kennedy Center 

for the Performing Arts
• Going on a Potomac River boat cruise and dance
• Participating in National Youth Day with 1,000-plus 

students from around the country
• Meeting U.S. representatives and senators

WHO
Texas high school students and their peers from around the
nation who have won contests at their local electric cooperatives

WHY
Electric cooperatives responded to then-Sen. Lyndon B.
Johnson, an advocate of rural electrification, who in 1957
suggested “sending youngsters to the national capital where
they can actually see what the flag stands for and repre-
sents.” Sponsoring students on the tour also follows the
cooperatives’ guiding principle of concern for the commu-
nity, a concept that includes supporting young people.

WHERE
From Austin to Washington, D.C., via airplane for a 
whirlwind tour

• Supreme Court and Library of Congress
• Washington National Cathedral
• Arlington National Cemetery
• George Washington’s home at Mount Vernon
• Smithsonian Institution and Holocaust Memorial

Museum
• Jefferson, Lincoln and Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

memorials
• Vietnam Veterans, Korean War Veterans and National 

World War II memorials
• Washington Monument
• Kennedy Center

WHEN
10 days in June

HOW
Local electric cooperatives have individual methods for
selecting Youth Tour winners. Many hold annual competi-
tions such as essay, speech or video contests. Each winner’s
travel expenses—valued at more than $2,000—are covered 
by her or his co-op and sponsors, and coordinators at Texas
Electric Cooperatives and the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association handle all the arrangements.
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TAKE THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME TO DC 

BY THE NUMBERS
10 days
40-plus destinations

TEXAS
127 students in 2016
57 participating cooperatives
16 chaperones
3,844 total students since 1965

U.S.
44 states represented
1,724 students in 2015
299 chaperones
51,000-plus total students 

since 1964 



Add SomeWow toYourVows
Long ago, we made a vow: We would not produce a five-opal

anniversary ring until two very specific conditions were met.
First, the opals had to be of superior quality, with the joyous 
iridescence to delight all who saw the precious stone’s colors dance
in the light. Second, the price had to be right, so that we could
provide the value Stauer clients expect from us. So when The New
York Times style section called Ethiopian opal the “undisputed
winner” of the 2014 Gem Show, we decided to pounce. The result
is the astoundingly beautiful Five-Star Opal Anniversary Ring. 

All five of these exotic beauties possess the radiant rainbow of color
we’ve been looking for. Arranged in a sterling silver setting finished
in lustrous gold, this ring is a beautiful tribute to your lasting love. 

So how about our price promise? We
met that too. We want you to know there
is absolutely no reason to overpay for luxury
gemstones. The big name jewelers have
been deceiving the public long enough,
charging as much as $16,000 for an
Ethiopian opal ring. We won’t trump up
the price to make you think it’s luxurious.
This ring is just as luxurious (if not more)
than the big designer name rings, AND it’s
yours for under $100. I think it’s safe to
say we more than met our price promise.
We exceeded it... by about 16,000%!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Slip this rainbow on her
finger. If she’s not absolutely delighted simply send it back within
60 days for a complete refund of the sale price. The stud earrings
are yours to keep. See if your jewelry store can match that! 

The Five­Star Opal Ring is one of Stauer’s fastest sellers. 
Supplies are limited. We can’t seem to keep this ring in stock.
Don’t miss this rare opportunity. Plus, call today and receive
the matching opal stud earrings FREE! You’ll want to catch this
radiant rainbow before it’s gone! 

Rating of A+

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. OAR1 ­01, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

You must use the insider offer code to get our special sale price.

1­800­333­2045
Your Insider Offer Code: OAR1 ­01
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

* Special price only for customers using
the offer code versus the price on
Stauer.com without your offer code.

1.5 total carats of genuine
Ethiopian opal for under $100!
PLUS, FREE matching earrings!

Put a rainbow on her finger with the opal that’s taking the jewelry industry by storm.

The incredible Five-Star Opal
Anniversary Ring fulfills one of

our long-held commitments,

and celebrates yours.

Five­Star Opal Anniversary Ring  $399*
Offer Code Price Only $99 + S&P Save $300!

Plus, FREE opal stud earrings, a $199 value

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Five Star Opal
Stud Earrings

-a $199 value-
with purchase of

Five Star Opal Ring

Smar t  Luxurie s—Surpri s ing  Pr ice s™

“Opal’s spectacular play-of-color can 
display all the colors of the rainbow.”

— Gemological Institute of America

“The play of color in opals is so gorgeous they sometimes don't even
seem real and yet they are.”  — from 2015 Couture Show

1.5 ctw Ethiopian opal  •  Gold­finished .925 sterling silver setting  •  Whole ring sizes 5–10
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14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SHK206-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• 6 1/4" fixed German stainless steel blade (12" total length) • Stag horn and Pakkawood™ handle • Includes leather sheath 

Stauer®

Smar t  Luxurie s—Surpri s ing  Price s™

Stag Hunter Knife $149*

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $70

Rating of A+

1­800­333­2045
Your Insider Offer Code: SHK206­02
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown
actual size.

That first crack of thunder sounded like a bomb
just fell on Ramshorn Peak. Black clouds rolled
in and the wind shook the trees. I had ventured

off the trail on my own, gambled with the weather and
now I was trapped in the forest. Miles from camp.
Surrounded by wilderness and watching eyes. I knew
that if I was going to make it through the night I
needed to find shelter and build a fire... fast. As the first
raindrops fell, I reached for my Stag Hunter Knife.

Forget about smartphones and GPS, because when it
comes to taking on Mother Nature, there’s only one
tool you really need. Our stunning Stag Hunter is the
ultimate sidekick for surviving and thriving in the
great outdoors. Priced at $149, the Stag Hunter can
be yours today for an unbelievable $79! Call now and
we’ll include a bonus leather sheath!    

A legend in steel. The talented knifemakers of Trophy
Stag Cutlery have done it again by crafting a fixed-
blade beauty that’s sharp in every sense of the word.
The Stag Hunter sports an impressive 61/4" tempered
German stainless steel blade with a genuine deer stag horn and stained
Pakkawood™ handle, brass hand guard and polished pommel. You get
the best in 21st-century construction with a classic look inspired by 
legendary American pioneers.     

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it on
your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If
you’re not completely impressed, send
it back within 60 days for a complete
refund of your purchase price. But we
believe that once you wrap your fingers
around the Stag Hunter’s handle, you’ll
be ready to carve your own niche into
the wild frontier.

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:
the tempered steel Stag Hunter from Stauer—now ONLY $79!

Survival of the Sharpest

BONUS! Call today and you’ll
also receive this genuine
leather sheath!

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...
�����
“First off, the shipping was fast and
the quality is beyond what I paid
for the knife. Overall I am a 
satisfied customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

TAKE 47%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your 

INSIDER 
OFFER CODE



Cool Roofs

Upgrade to a cool roof for summer savings.

IF YOU’VE EVER STOOD on a roof during
a Texas summer day, you know how hot
it can get. The heat from a home’s roof
makes the air conditioner work even
harder to keep the inside cool.

If you want to upgrade an existing
roof, you can:
a Retrofit the roof with specialized

heat-reflective material.
a Re-cover the roof with a new water-

proofing surface (such as tile coating).
a Replace the roof with a cool one.

If you are building a new home, decide
during the planning phase whether you
want a cool roof. A cool roof uses mate-
rial designed to reflect more sunlight and
absorb less heat than a standard roof.
Cool roofs can be made of a highly reflec-
tive type of paint, a sheet covering, or
reflective tiles or shingles.

A cool roof can lower the surface
temperature by up to 50 percent and
save energy and money by requiring less
air conditioning. Cool roofs make spaces
like garages or covered patios more
comfortable.

Nearly any type of home can benefit
from a cool roof, but consider climate
and other factors before you decide to
install one.

—Energy.gov
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CARBON MONOXIDE IS A POISONOUS GAS created when common fuels such as natural
gas, oil, wood or coal burn incompletely. This odorless, colorless, tasteless gas is often
called “the silent killer” because it is virtually undetectable without the use of tech-
nology such as a CO alarm.

On average, about 170 people die every year from CO poisoning. Despite the fact
that CO alarms are simple to install and provide an early warning of the dangerous

presence of carbon monoxide, an
estimated 70 percent of U.S.
homes are not protected by a
working CO alarm.

Carbon monoxide can emanate
from heating and cooking appli-
ances, portable generators, water
heaters, clothes dryers or cars left
running in enclosed areas.

A person can be poisoned by a
small amount of CO over a longer
period of time or by a large
amount of CO over a shorter
period of time. Lower concentra-
tions might more severely affect
infants, pregnant women and 
people with conditions that limit
their body’s ability to use oxygen,
such as emphysema, asthma or
heart disease. Extremely high 
levels of carbon monoxide poison-
ing can be fatal within minutes.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning include fatigue, shortness of breath,
drowsiness, headache and nausea.

Here are ways to reduce the CO risk for your family:
a If you have a fireplace, be sure to open the damper during use for proper 

ventilation.
a Have your chimney inspected by a professional every year.
a Make sure appliances are installed and operated according to the manufac-

turer’s instructions and applicable local codes.
a Heating appliances that burn fuel should be inspected and serviced by a certi-

fied, licensed professional every year.
a Never use your oven, range, stovetop or clothes dryer to provide heat for your

home. Never use barbecue grills (gas or charcoal) inside your home or garage.
a Only use portable generators outside in well-ventilated areas away from win-

dows and doors. Never use a portable generator inside any part of your home.
a If you will be using a portable generator outside, be sure to install battery-

operated CO alarms or plug-in CO alarms with a battery backup inside the home.
a Only use battery-powered lights in tents and in recreational vehicles, including

trailers, motor homes and boats. Never use fuel-burning camping equipment inside
an enclosed space.

a Never run a vehicle inside a garage, even if the garage doors are open. Remove
the vehicle as soon as possible after starting it.

—ESFI

Say N-O to CO

A simple alarm
installed in the home
can prevent carbon
monoxide poisoning.

K
A

M
EL

EO
N

0
07

 |
 I

ST
O

CK
.C

O
M



TexasCoopPower.com June 2016 Texas Co-op Power 19

IN THE SAME WAY THAT APPS and graphics eat up the battery power on your cellphone,
extra features on computers can unnecessarily use energy. That could be costing you
extra on your electric bill.

If your home has multiple computers, don’t let them waste energy. Here’s how to
start conserving your dollars digitally:

a Delete extra applications and programs from your computer that you don’t
need, especially those that run “in the background” even when you’re not using them.
If you’re unsure which ones are safe to uninstall, consult an expert first. 

a Unplug seldom-used
computers. Even when they
are shut down, they continue
to draw small amounts of
electricity as long as they are
plugged into the wall.

a Move the computer and
printer in each room near
the TV and phone charger,
and plug all the devices into a
power strip. That makes it
easy to switch them all off
when you leave the house for
the day or turn in at night.
The Natural Resources
Defense Council estimates
that devices that are always
turned on use up to 23 per-
cent of a home’s electricity—
even if the appliances are
rarely in use.

a Set each computer to
“sleep” mode. That slows
down the processor when it’s
not in use, so the entire mod-
ule uses less electricity.

a Program the “hiber-
nate” function on your com-
puters to turn them off when
they’re not in use for more than 30 minutes. This setting is especially useful because
it shuts the device down but makes it easy to recover everything you were working on
when you switch it back on.

a Get rid of screen savers; they turn your computer monitor into an energy hog.
It’s better to set the monitor to sleep after 10–15 minutes of inactivity.

a Switch to a laptop or mobile device. Portable devices like tablets and e-readers
use up to a third less energy than a big desktop computer and monitor.

a The next time you’re shopping for a new computer, buy an Energy Star-rated
machine. This designation guarantees that the machine is energy efficient.

Put Your Computer
To Sleep 

D
IS

Q
IS

 |
 I

ST
O

CK
.C

O
M

WHEN SUMMER STORMS shoot lightning
down from the sky, there are several
things you can do to keep your family
safe. Here is some advice from the
National Weather Service:
a Stay aware of weather conditions. A

simple forecast can tell you whether
you need to delay outdoor activities,
put away sports equipment or tools,
or simply head inside to avoid danger.

a Don’t touch a plugged-in computer or
TV indoors when there’s a lightning
storm outdoors. Stay safe by using
remote controls to operate them.

a To preserve expensive pieces of elec-
tronic equipment, unplug them before
the storm hits. Once lightning starts,
it’s not safe to touch those plugs or
cords.

a Stay off of corded phones. Lightning
can travel through a home’s wiring. It’s
OK to make calls on a cell or cordless
phone during a lightning storm.

a Keep a distance from anything that
can conduct electricity, like power
lines, barbed-wire fences and, of
course, metal ladders. Avoid shower-
ing or bathing during storms, too, as
metal plumbing—and the water inside
it—can conduct electricity.

a Don’t go outdoors during a lightning
storm, and stay away from windows
and doors. Even a small leak or con-
duction point can let lightning into
your home.

Stay Safe Around
Lightning

Stay indoors when lightning strikes.

Moving computers, printers and chargers to the same area
makes them easy to control with a single power strip. 
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Texas USA

From Evie Mae’s Pit Barbecue in Wolf-
forth to Joe’s Barbeque Company in Alvin,
The Original Willie’s Bar-B-Q in Alamo to
Stillwater Barbeque in Abilene, beef ribs
are winning a foothold in the Texas smoked
meats pantheon. Given the size of these
ribs and the price tag on them, you could
even say they are doing so in a big way. 

When it comes to barbecue, Texas, of
course, has always been a beef state, mean-
ing brisket rules, and beef sausage has a
clear edge over pork. Beef ribs—due
mainly to their expense, it turns out—have
traditionally been modest sellers and have
at times slipped off menus statewide
almost entirely. Yet a recent wave of new
traditionalists—urban eateries such as
Franklin Barbecue in Austin, Pecan Lodge
in Dallas and Killen’s Barbecue in the
Houston suburb of Pearland—has shown
an inordinate interest in beef ribs. The
enthusiasm is proving contagious; over
the past five or so years, beef ribs have also
been turning up more frequently on small-
town menus, and for good reason. Silky
and sublime, beef short ribs combine
gelatinous texture with ambrosial flavor
in a manner that makes them unbeatable.

Louie Mueller Barbecue in Taylor has
long been ground zero for beef ribs, having
served them since launching in 1949. Orig-
inally, according to third-generation owner
(since 2006) and pitmaster Wayne Mueller,
they used beef short ribs cut into thirds,
and these items were “almost giveaways,
you could hardly sell them at all.” In the
early ’80s, Wayne Mueller’s father, Bobby
Mueller, switched to chuck short ribs,
which had more meat and more bone. But

in 2010, after noting that Black’s Barbecue
of Lockhart was adding beef ribs to its
menu, Wayne Mueller decided to go for
broke. He began buying up the biggest plate
short ribs he could find, some of them as
heavy as 2 pounds, and watched them
become “like a new cut of beef that every-
body who came in just had to try.” Beauti-
fully marbled like a ribeye steak—no “fatty”
and “lean” ends on these babies—their even
distribution of fat and collagens keeps them
sweetly succulent all the way through. They
became Mueller’s signature item. 

They also created a financial quandary.
Mueller, who subsequently switched to
slightly smaller ribs of 1¼ to 1¾ pounds
each, pays $15 per pound for them, and
sells the smoked meat for $21.99. Thus, a
single beef rib usually costs the consumer
between $25 and $35, which does not
exactly jibe with barbecue’s image as the
workingman’s lunch. “What I’m selling
them for, I don’t make money on them,”
Mueller says, “but people still get sticker
shock when they come here to eat. But
they also still demand their beef ribs.” 

Evie Mae’s, which opened in a trailer
just south of Lubbock in Wolfforth early
in 2015, had a similar experience when
introducing plate short ribs to the region.
“I don’t know if nobody here’d ever had
them before or what, but we couldn’t give
them away at first,” laughs Mallory Robbins,
who co-owns Evie Mae’s with her husband,
Arnis, and expects to be operating out of a
Wolfforth building this year. “Now they’re
usually the first thing we run out of every
day; people call the day before and try to
reserve one. But we still cook only 12 to 20

What’s Your Beef?
Brisket is king in Texas, but increasingly, massive and meaty beef ribs are in demand

BY JOHN MORTHLAND
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of them daily, as kind of a loss leader.”
As Rene Lopez Garza, co-owner of Gon-

zales Food Market, notes, “They sell pretty
steady, but you really don’t cook a lot.”
Gonzalez puts its beef ribs on the smoker
in a pan, so the collected grease bubbles
up to lend the bark a crunchier edge. 

There is an alternative to beef short ribs,
and that’s beef back ribs, a cheaper cut that
is more bone than meat. (They are some-
times dubbed “shiners” because the meat
is so thin that the bone shows through.)
When cooked properly, their meat is tender
with a distinct beefy flavor, but that flavor
is more one-dimensional compared to the
depth and complexity of short ribs. Still,
they are easily affordable (costing the
restaurateur little more than a buck a
pound) and provide a satisfying meal.
Eateries such as Cowpokes Bar-B-Q in
Pearsall and Joe’s in Alvin swear by them.

Original Willie’s gets around the price-point
dilemma by offering back ribs on its every-
day menu while making short ribs a Tues-
day special. It’s becoming increasingly
common for barbecue joints to offer beef
short ribs as a similar special, or to simply
serve them sporadically, when they can get
a good price, or on special occasions.

Once Texans try beef ribs, they tend to
want more despite the high tariff. As for
why that is, Robbins has a theory: “I guess
some people have had bad experiences
with them, and that’s why they think they
don’t like them—but a good beef rib is
really, really good.”

John Morthland wrote about music, food and
popular culture for numerous magazines. He died
March 8 at home in Austin.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com  Learn more
about the types of beef ribs at barbecue joints.W
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A beef rib at Louie Mueller
Barbecue in Taylor
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Texas Faces

In the course of 40 years of writing
about musicians from Texas, such as Willie
Nelson, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Selena Quin-
tanilla, ZZ Top and Freddy Fender, the one
music story I really wanted to write almost
got away. It was about the most important
musician who ever crossed my path and
who has been relegated to obscurity since
his death almost 17 years ago.

Doug Sahm, native son of San Antonio,
was a singer, guitarist, fiddler, pianist,
composer, bandleader and an arranger. He
could play all of Texas’ indigenous musical
styles—country and western, rhythm and
blues, jump blues, western swing, Tex-
Mex, conjunto, cajun and swamp pop—all
authentically. 

As a prodigy steel guitar player, he
earned praise from Hank Williams, the
father of country music. As a teenager, he
watched T-Bone Walker, Gatemouth Brown
and other electric blues guitar virtuosos
play at the African-American night spot
Eastwood Country Club near his house.
He had local No. 1 hit records while still
in high school. As leader of the pseudo-
British rock band the Sir Douglas Quintet,
he scored a hit with She’s About a Mover
and became running buddies with Bob
Dylan. Sahm was as instrumental as Willie
Nelson in putting Austin’s music scene on
the map in the early 1970s. In the ’80s, he
had international hits. In the ’90s, he came
home to found the first Tex-Mex super-
group, the Texas Tornados, with his long-
time sidekick Augie Meyers, accordionist
Flaco Jimenez and crooner Freddy Fender. 

Sahm also wrote the best homesick
Texan songs ever—At the Crossroads, with

the prescient lyric, “You just can’t live in
Texas if you don’t have a lot of soul;” Texas
Me (“I wonder what happened to the man
inside that real old Texas me”); and Beau-
tiful Texas Sunshine. 

Sahm, who was 58 when he died of nat-
ural causes in 1999, looked like a Texan—
a long-haired, fast-talking, pointy-boot-
wearing kind of Texan. With his creden-
tials and personality, you’d figure he was
a charter inductee to the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame. Instead, he’s almost forgotten.

So I decided to make a movie about him.
Music is not easy to convey in print. If

I was going to tell Sahm’s story and gin up
enough interest to get him into the rock
hall of fame, the audience needed to hear
his music and see him speak to fully appre-
ciate his kinetic energy.

After three years and $750,000, Sir
Doug and the Genuine Texas Cosmic
Groove premiered in March 2015. Telling
Sahm’s story onscreen was rewarding,
especially getting to interview Meyers,
Jimenez and son Shawn Sahm—those
closest to Doug—as well as musicians such
as Boz Scaggs, Dr. John, Steve Earle, Jeff
Tweedy, Los Lobos and Sunny Ozuna. 
I also interviewed Sahm’s brother and
other children.

I still obsess over what was left out. I
was not able to include the story of Sahm
performing on the storied Louisiana
Hayride radio program from Shreveport
as a child, three years before Elvis Presley
appeared on the same show. 

I couldn’t include anything about
Sahm’s lifelong friendships with his men-
tors, western swing fiddler J.R. Chatwell

Sir Doug 
Film aims to remind music world of Doug Sahm’s niche in Texas lore

BY JOE NICK PATOSKI
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and African-American bandleader and
saxophonist Spot Barnett. Then there was
Sahm’s mentoring of a kid named Jerry
Garcia from a new band called the Grateful
Dead. There was nothing about Sahm
meeting the Beatles and running around
with the Rolling Stones or producing rock
’n’ roll pioneer Chuck Berry in San Fran-
cisco. What about his love of baseball, his
deep knowledge of “rassling,” his passion
for all kinds of music and eagerness to
introduce others to what he knew?

Even for those who don’t know who
Sahm is, the film tells the larger story of
an artist coping with the world. In his case,
he wasn’t just the artist, but the artist who
knew too much and had to play all the dif-
ferent kinds of music to satisfy himself,

even if it did not lead to fame and fortune. 
You can still hear Sahm in the music of

Meyers and Jimenez, the accordion legend
Sahm brought out of the barrio to a global
audience. And you can hear him in Shawn
Sahm, who leads his dad’s band, the Texas
Tornados, alongside Jimenez and Meyers.
Artists such as Los Texmaniacs, the Mav-
ericks, Los Lobos, Joe King Carrasco,
Charlie Sexton, Jeff Tweedy, Shinyribs,
the Swindles, the West Side Horns, Alvin
Crow, Dave Alvin and the Texas Mavericks
carry on the Sir Doug groove.

The best part about making a film
about Sahm was bringing him back to life
for all the longtime fans who want to see
and hear their hero. Their numbers may
be more comparable to a cult than to a pop

star following, but they are passionate. 
If enough people figure out who Sahm

was—and is—and catch the bug as I did
back in 1965 when I first heard She’s About
a Mover, who knows? Maybe the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame could carve out some
extra space for the obscure Texas music
cat who could play it all.

Joe Nick Patoski, a member of Pedernales EC,
writes about music from his home in Wimberley.

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com  See clips
from the film and sign the petition to help get
Sahm entered into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

a See Sir Doug and the Genuine Texas Cosmic
Groove: June 11 at the Barnhill Center at the His-
toric Simon Theatre in Brenham, (979) 836-6980.O
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Give friends and family
the Best of Texas.

T H E  B E S T  O F 

— C O O K B O O K —

 TYPI CALLY

TEXAS

FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF TEXAS CO-OP POWER

$29.95

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas Cookbook and The Second Typically Texas Cookbook.

This cookbook is filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Contact your local co-op today, or place your order online 
at TexasCoopPower.com and put The Best of Typically Texas
Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95 (price includes tax,
shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order 
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically 
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of Texas Co-op Power
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From a mile away! – Used by 
federal agencies and armed 
forces throughout the world, 
these Military Zoom Binoculars 
by Spion bring life 20 to 140 
times closer. Ideal for bird 
watching, boating, surveillance 
–even star gazing! They are the 
only binoculars with the power 
and precision to bring the world 
right to you with just a touch of 

middle of the action at sporting 
events. See the distant world with 
such sharpness and clarity that 

MEASURES:  
12” x 9”x 4” 

FEATURES:    
70mm Precision
Lens System
One-Touch 20x to
140x optical zoom

See the color of an eagle’s eye...

 Zoom
Binoculars

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Coupon Code: MQ8FHN6

 
to order and Save $50.00
SPION

Military Zoom Binoculars   
 TC243.......................$199.95

 Now $149.95

 Binocular Tripod 
TC243TP......$29.95

www.spionusa.com/MQ8FHN6
or call (800) 429-0039

Zoom 
20 to 140x with 
a single touch!

140x MILITARY

ONE TOUCH 

ZOOM



Easy On/Off
Zip-Up Compression

Buy 2 pair and get

FREE
shipping & handling!

Incredible stockings 
pack a triple dose of 
powerful pain-reduc-
tion therapies. Gentle 
graduated compres-
sion, easy on, easy 
off zip-up style and 
magnetic therapy, 
believed by millions 
to help ease pain and 
increase circulation.   
Powerful relief for 
sore, aching muscles, 
poor circulation, vari-
cose veins and more.  
Import of cotton/poly/
elastane. One size fits 
most.

Gentle
Graduated

Compression
Helps

Improve
Circulation

$999Only pair

Magnetic Zipper 
Compression Socks
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Helps Relieve Sore,
Aching Muscles &
Poor Circulation 
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Open
Toe For

Freedom & 
Comfort

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

1-800-530-2689website offers
may vary Order Now Toll-Free

Receive A Free Surprise Gift
with every order

DreamProducts.com
email blog facebook google+pinterest

Connect With

MAGNETIC COMPRESSION THERAPY

 Recommended To Help:

• Improve Circulation
• Reduce Painful Swelling
• Relieve Heaviness & Fatigue
• Control Varicose Veins
• Provide Warmth & Support

   
C

O
M

PRESSION RATIN
G

9mmHg-17mmHg

SAVE $7
off original price

2.95

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax

TOTAL  $

  $

  $

 $

Please Print Clearly

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

Name 

Address

City                                                            ST          Zip

Daytime Phone #

Email Address

 VISA     MasterCard     Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     
                                 
                                  Card#                               Exp. Date 
 

Dept. 73114 /

FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

 $
____Pair(s) Brown Magnetic Zipper 

Compression Socks @ $9.99 pr.

#84840

Add $4.95 for Shipping and Handling/1st pair
FREE Shipping and Handling when buying 2 pair.

Magnetic Zipper Compression Socks
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REINFORCED CONCRETE SLABS  •  EXPERIENCED ERECTION CREWS  •  ALL WELDED FRAME WORK

Hay Barns

Equipment Buildings

Livestock Shelters

Steel Shops

Storage Buildings

RV Buildings

Country Homes

Hunting Cabins

Ranch Houses

AG BUILDINGS METAL BUILDINGS BARNDOMINIUMS

WD METAL BUILDINGS
Instant Pricing @ wdmb.com

HAY BARNS TO COUNTRY HOMES

NORTH TEXAS AUDIENCE
Circulation 418,600 • Readership 962,780

If North Texas Is Your Market, We’ve Got You Covered.
Target customers close to home with the North Texas advertising section of
Texas Co-op Power. Be part of a statewide magazine—without the statewide
cost. Call or email today.

Call: Martin Bevins at (512) 486-6249 • Email: advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

JONES MACHINE
Machining, welding, fabricating, manufacturing since 1944.

(800) 919-4949 • Fax: (940) 552-6362
jonesmachineshop1944@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385

                                                                Delivered
Blade Width       Cat          HP          WT          Price
       18"                I          20-40    230 lb.    $ 1,010
       27"                II          40-80    285 lb.    $ 1,225
       30"            II or III     80-110   380 lb.    $ 1,605
       36"            II or III    110-180  390 lb.    $ 1,665

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

• Kills tree by cutting roots 
   6" to 8" underground 
• Effective on mesquite,
   juniper, cedar, huisach and
   other brush problems 
• 3-point category I, II or III
   with reversible blade for
   clearing fence rows

TIRED OF SPRAYING?

Since 1965

RECIPE
CONTEST
WIN $100

Submit your favorite recipes for 
a chance to win $100 and see
your entry in the magazine!

Upcoming Contests
NOVEMBER ISSUE
Make-Ahead Holiday Helpers
Sponsored by Texas Peanut Producers Board

Deadline: June 10

DECEMBER ISSUE
12th Annual Holiday
Recipe Contest

ENTER TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com
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M A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

3 designs & 11 colors to choose from!
Replace your vinyl skirting with STONECOTE.
1-830-833-2547
www.stonecote.com

MANUFACTURED HOME OR PIER & BEAM HOME
INSULATED CEMENT SKIRTING

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • 1-800-310-1425
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

Family owned, 
Texas-built
Lifetime guarantee
against leaks
Great for circulation,
arthritis, stiff joints 
and relaxation

Visit our Showroom
3411 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

NOW OFFERING 
CUSTOM SHOWERS

Granbury Chamber of Commerce Member

888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

OCEAN FREIGHT CONTAINERS
SALES OR RENT-TO-OWN

SECURE STORAGE
Water-Tight/Rodent Proof

LARRY SINGLEY
1-866-992-9122
(8 17) 992-9122CALL

TIOATN
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Builder
sExperien
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ders

Hiring

AL BARNON
A N YM P

800.582.2276

.COMARNTIONALBA

®

Our
61st
year

eet the MuckGet the Muck
Marble size AquaClear   Pellets clear

your lake or pond bottom.
Beneficial microorganisms. Restore balance in natural
and man made surface waters. Increase water clarity.  
Improve water quality.  Eliminate black organic muck. 
  

Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly to maintain.
No water use restrictions!  FREE SHIPPING! 

 

OUOUTUUTUU !OUT!
TM

800-328-9350

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
PO Box 10748, DEPT 65HX

White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

KillLakeWeeds.com

A 10 lb. bag treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres
$94.00

A 50 lb. bag treats 2.50 t0 5.00 acres
$339.00

Order online today, or request free information.



LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
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purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

How Does Harbor Freight 

Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 

of dollars in our own 

state-of-the-art quality test 

labs and millions more in 

our factories, so our tools 

will go toe-to-toe with the 

top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 

fraction of the price because 

we cut out the middle man 

and pass the savings on to 

you. It’s just that simple! 

Come visit one of our 

650+ Stores Nationwide.

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 

ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,   storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, 
Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, 
StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 10/1/16. 

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
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• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com

• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy

• Lifetime Warranty
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SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
10/1/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

650+ Stores
Nationwide
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Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

SAVE 
77%

 16 OZ. HAMMERS
 WITH FIBERGLASS 

HANDLE 

 $399 
comp at $17 .99 

YOUR CHOICE

 LOT  69006
60715/60714

 LOT 47873 shown 
69005/61262

 CLAW RIP

LOT 61914
61320 shown

 TRIPLE BALL 
TRAILER HITCH 

 $1999 

SAVE 
$180

 30", 5 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

3-IN-1 ELECTRIC 
BLOWER VACUUM 

MULCHER

 $16999 

 $4499 

comp at $349 .99 

comp at $63.88

• 704 lb. capacity

LOT  69397 /61427
95272 shown

LOT  62469 
62337 shown

SAVE 
82%

 AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 

CHARGER 

 $599 

comp at $34.99

Customer Rating

 $15999 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  69091/67847  shown
61454/61693/62803

comp at $499  

SAVE 
$339

SAVE 
NOW

$1699

 $2299 $22$2 99

comp at $49.21

 18 VOLT CORDLESS 
3/8" DRILL/DRIVER 

WITH KEYLESS CHUCK 

LOT   62868/62873
69651/68239   shown

Includes one 
18V NiCd 

battery and charger.

Customer Rating

SAVE 
65% $5999

 $8999 $8998$ 99

comp at $119.99

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 LOT  69252/60569 shown
68053/62160
62496/62516

SAVE 
$60

SAVE 
55%

SAVE 
73%

 FOLDABLE 
ALUMINUM 

SPORTS CHAIR 
SPLIT LEATHER 
WORK GLOVES 

WITH COTTON BACK 
5 PAIRS

 $2199  $599 comp at 
$49.97

comp at 
$22.45• 250 lb. 

capacity

LOT   62314/63066
66383 shown

LOT   66287 shown
60450/62371
62716/62714

8750 PEAK/
7000 RUNNING WATTS

13 HP (420 CC) 
 GAS GENERATORS  

SUPER
   QUIET

comp at 
$999 $54999 

• 76 dB Noise Level

LOT 68525/69677
63087/63088

 CALIFORNIA ONLY 

LOT  68530/ 63086
63085/69671 shownSAVE 

$449

 $899 
comp at $29 .99 

3 PIECE DECORATIVE 
SOLAR LED LIGHTS

LOT   95588/60561
69462   shown

SAVE 
70%

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$228

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV

HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINES  

comp at $328

LOT 68121/69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT   60363/69730  

$9999
 $11999 11999

SAVE 
29%

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
LOT 61313/62583/62728

47770/62570 shown

VALUE
 $798 

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

LOT 69594/69955/42292 shown  

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 

WITH WIRELESS 

REMOTE CONTROL
LOT 61258  shown

61840 /61297/68146

comp at 
$159.99

SAVE 
$90

$6999  $8999 $8999

Customer Rating

Customer Rating



Stories of our ancestors drift 
through our family trees like falling leaves,
while memories are preserved like pieces
of a patchwork quilt. We may know from
whence we came, but a little mystery must
ever remain.

That certainly has been the case 
with Waco native Jamie Muhl’s research
into the accomplishments of his great-
grandfather, Andrew Muhl (1831-1892).
His relative helped keep Texas cool in the
19th century as a patent holder of an ice
machine and an air conditioner.

“When I was 12, relatives told me that
he invented air conditioning and patented
an early ice machine.” says Jamie Muhl, a
member of Navasota Valley Electric Coop-
erative. Muhl, a retired homebuilder, has
been tracking his great-grandfather for sev-
eral years. And while he is careful to note
that others are credited with pioneering
our summertime salvation of AC, he has
unearthed documentation that Andrew
Muhl did, in fact, do a lot of really cool stuff. 

Andrew Muhl was a native of France
and studied mechanics in Paris. “He was
a contemporary of Ferdinand Carré, who
invented the ammonia vapor absorption
cycle manufacturing machine in 1858,”
explains Muhl. “We believe he [Andrew
Muhl] learned how to work on that
machine and began developing his own
ether ice machine there.” About 1865,
Andrew Muhl sailed for Mexico, to make
his fortune producing ice cream. He even-
tually wound up in San Antonio. 

That move proved fortuitous. Before
the Civil War, Texans savored natural ice
imported from the northern United States
at great expense. After the war, Texas
became a leader in pioneering the produc-
tion of artificial ice. “While continuing
with his own inventions,” Jamie Muhl
adds, “Andrew may have worked on a
Carré machine in San Antonio that came
into Texas through Matamoros.”

Digging through newspapers in the San
Antonio Public Library, Muhl confirmed
that his ancestor was involved in ice pro-
duction. A mention in the San Antonio
Daily Herald from May 6, 1869, mapped
Muhl’s research trail north to the capital
city. “We learn that Messrs. Muhl and
Paggi of this city have engaged to take one
of their Ice Machines to Austin and run it
for the benefit of the people of that one-
horse town,” the paper wisecracked. 

At the Dolph Briscoe Center for Amer-
ican History  in Austin, Muhl found letters
in French from his great-grandfather to
J.B. LaCoste, an early San Antonio water
works and icehouse entrepreneur, en-
couraging LaCoste and associates to get
their machines working before they were
scooped by the competition.

One of the letters was written in Waco,
where Andrew Muhl moved in 1871 after
receiving an inquiry about an ice machine
from a druggist there. Recalling Andrew
Muhl’s Waco icehouse in a 1944 article, the
Waco Sunday Herald Tribune wrote in a
headline that “Waco Feared Muhl’s Ice
House Would Freeze Innards.” In 1872,
Andrew Muhl received some national pub-

licity when Scientific American magazine
ran a story on his ether ice machine, noting
that it had been in operation in Texas since
1867. Two years later, the Franco-Texan was
awarded a patent for “Improvement in
Apparatus for Cooling the Air of Buildings.”

To date, Jamie Muhl’s research trail has
taken him to 30 research sites. In 2015, he
traveled to Chicago for the Winter Con-
ference of the American Society of Heat-
ing, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning
Engineers. Thanks partly to Jamie Muhl’s
research, ASHRAE historians formally
recognized Andrew Muhl as a Pioneer of
the Industry.

Jamie Muhl also trekked to Columbus,
Georgia, where a foundry made a deal with
his great-grandfather to build four of his
machines in 1872, shipping one of them
to Havana, Cuba. As none of Andrew
Muhl’s U.S. machines exist, Jamie Muhl
hopes to travel to Cuba. “You never know,”
he muses. “They keep vintage American
cars running with such ingenuity; maybe
they’ve got an Andrew Muhl machine
that’s still making ice.”

Gene Fowler is an Austin writer who special-
izes in history.
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Texas History

The Iceman Came to San Antonio 

BY GENE FOWLER

Inventions of French immigrant had chilling results in the 19th century



$3000 OFF
            Your Order

Free Exchanges • Easy Returns
Promo Code: MQ8EHB3

· Heel Pain
· Joint Pain
· Back or Knee Pain
· Neuropathy
· Plantar Fasciitis
· Arthritis

Do You Suffer From:
· Diabetes
· Obesity
· Achilles Tendinitis
· Bunions
· Hammertoe
· Heel Spurs

Call 1(800) 429-0039
GravityDefyer.com/MQ8EHB3

Gravity Defyer Corp.
10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331 

Boost energy
    Combat health issues
         Increase mobility
                   Relieve pain

Returns
  Energy

Absorbs
Harmful
  Impact

Super Walk
Men Sizes 7.5-15
 - Black/Silver TB9004MBS
 - White/Blue  TB9004MWS

Women Sizes 5-11
 - Black/Purple TB9004FBP
 - White/Pink   TB9004FWSP

$129.95 $9995

AVAILABLE

G-DEFY
SUPER WALK

Whether it’s health-related or 
caused by an injury, discomfort 
can occur in anyone at any age—
and there’s no excuse to exercise 
less. In fact, being active with 
discomfort is the most natural 
way to keep your joints moving 
smoothly. Experience a better 
life with Gravity Defyer 
footwear—ease your discomfort 
and rediscover movement! The 
moment you put on a pair of 
Gravity Defyer shoes, you’ll get 

nothing could stop you.

Each Gravity Defyer shoe 
is exclusively designed 
with patented VersoShock® 
Technology, a system of springs 
that simultaneously work 
together to absorb harmful shock 
and return energy throughout the 
body. Get rid of that “I-can’t-do-
anything-anymore” attitude and 
let Gravity Defyer give you the 
relief you need while boosting 

Transform your life right now 
and invest in a pair of Gravity 
Defyer shoes today!

VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. Shoes
must be returned within 30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details.

Don’t Forget
to check out our other 

products to relieve 
discomfort:

 Men’s Dress   Women’s Sandals     G-Comfort Insoles
      Londonian $165      Rosemary $49.95                   TF501, TF502
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Peaches
When my friend Rebecca Rather
ran Rather Sweet Bakery in downtown
Fredericksburg, her pastries amassed a
loyal fan base. (I still miss her pink short-
bread pig cookies.) In the heart of peach
country—where orchard stands line the
highway through nearby Stonewall—
the luscious fruit naturally inspired her 
summer confections. She served these
irresistible peach fried pies after the local
Fourth of July parade every year. “One
year, it was so hot that I refused to make
them,” she remembers, “and everyone
was mad.” Her new restaurant, Rebecca’s
Farmhouse, in a 1920s farmhouse 10
miles east of Fredericksburg, opens this
summer on U.S. 290.

PAULA DISBROWE, FOOD EDITOR

Peach Fried Pies
FILLING
6      peaches, peeled and chopped into 
       ½-inch dice
¾     cup peach preserves

CRUST
6      cups all-purpose flour
4      teaspoons baking powder
1       tablespoon salt
1       cup (2 sticks) chilled unsalted butter
1 ½   cups ice water
Safflower oil (or another vegetable oil) 
       for frying

GLAZE
1       cup powdered sugar
2      tablespoons milk
½     teaspoon vanilla extract

1. FILLING: Combine the peaches with
the preserves.
2. CRUST: Combine flour, baking powder
and salt in a large bowl. Cut butter into
½-inch cubes. Work the butter into the
dry ingredients with a pastry cutter or
your fingers until the mixture resembles
cornmeal. Add ice water and gently form
the dough into a ball. Divide the dough
into thirds (each ball about the size of 
an orange). 
3. Sprinkle a thin layer of flour on a 
pastry board or other flat, smooth sur-
face. Roll out each portion of dough to 
1⁄16-inch thickness, a little thicker than 
a tortilla. Cut dough into circles with a 
5-inch-diameter cutter (the plastic top 
of a 1-quart yogurt container works well).
Each ball of dough should make 4 rounds. 
4. Put 1 tablespoon of peach filling in the

Recipes

June 2016 Texas Co-op Power 31



TexasCoopPower.com

center of each dough round. Fold the
dough in half; wet your fingers and press
to seal the edges. Crimp the edges with 
a fork.
5. To fry the pies, pour about 3 inches of
oil into a deep frying pan and set it over
medium-high heat. The oil is hot enough
when a scrap of dough dropped into the
pan sizzles and bubbles. Fry the pies, a
few at a time, until golden brown. (They
float, so this should take about 2–3 min-
utes per side.) Drain the pies on paper
towels.
6. GLAZE: Whisk together powdered
sugar, milk and vanilla. Using a pastry
brush, glaze the warm pies. Serve imme-
diately or cool to room temperature.
Makes 12 individual pies.

Recipe from The Pastry Queen by Rebecca Rather
and Alison Oresman (Ten Speed Press, 2004) used
with permission

Fresh Peach Loaf
VIRGINIA PEHL | CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Hailing from Stonewall, in the heart of peach
country, Pehl uses her orchard bounty to make
this moist and fragrant cake (which she calls a
“loaf”). Paired with strong coffee and cream,
it’s also the perfect weekend breakfast.

CAKE
2      cups flour
1 ½   cups sugar
2      eggs
1 ½   teaspoons baking soda
1       teaspoon vanilla extract
1       teaspoon salt
2      cups peaches, mashed
⅓     cup peach juice, reserved from
       mashed peaches

TOPPING
¼     cup light brown sugar
¼     cup chopped pecans

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter
and flour a tube pan or a 9-by-13-inch
baking pan. 
2. CAKE: Combine all cake ingredients in
a large mixing bowl and beat thoroughly
to combine. Pour the batter into pre-
pared pan.
3. TOPPING: In a small bowl, combine the
brown sugar and chopped pecans. Sprin-
kle the pecan mixture over the cake. SK
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Recipes

Peaches

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE CONTEST WINNER
SUSIE MULLINS  | COSERV
It’s hard to imagine a more anticipated bounty than the fresh, fra-
grant peaches that arrive in Texas Hill Country orchards each sum-
mer. At their best—preferably soon after you’ve bought them from a
roadside stand—they are ripe and juicy. This month’s reader recipes
provide delicious, sweet (and savory!) inspiration for your bushel.

Peach-Banana Chiffon Pie
With Gingersnap Crust
Named after the sheer, billowy fabric, chiffon
pies typically have a gelatin-based filling that’s
lightened with whipped egg whites. With its
light, mousse-like filling and crunchy ginger-
snap crust, this refreshing version is “the epit-
ome of peach decadence,” Mullins says. For a
pretty presentation, consider garnishing each
slice with a dollop of sweetened whipped
cream, fresh peach slices and mint sprigs.

CRUST
30   gingersnap cookies 
¼     cup (½ stick) butter

FILLING
½     cup diced fresh peaches
¼     cup plus 3 tablespoons sugar, 
       divided use
1       package (3 ounces) peach or
       apricot Jell-O
¾     cup boiling water
1       tablespoon fresh lemon juice
½     cup heavy cream
1       teaspoon vanilla extract
⅛     teaspoon nutmeg
Dash salt
2      egg whites
½     teaspoon almond extract
2      cups fresh peach slices
1       large or 2 small bananas, sliced

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. CRUST: Process cookies in a food
processor into fine crumbs to equal 
1 ¾ cup. Add butter and pulse until
combined. Press the mixture into a 
9-inch pie pan and bake 8 minutes,
until fragrant and lightly toasted. 
Cool crust completely on a wire rack.
3. FILLING: Combine peaches with 
2 tablespoons sugar in a small bowl 
and allow the mixture to macerate 
until the sugar dissolves.
4. In a medium mixing bowl, dissolve
Jell-O in boiling water, then cool
slightly. Stir into lemon juice and the
peach mixture, and chill until partially
set, about 30 minutes. 
5. Whip the cream with 1 tablespoon
sugar, vanilla, nutmeg and salt until
soft peaks form, then set aside. 
6. In a separate bowl, whip the egg
whites with ¼ cup sugar and almond
extract until stiff peaks form to make
meringue.
7. Fold the whipped cream mixture
and meringue into the partially set 
Jell-O mixture. 
8. Top the gingersnap crust with the
peach and banana slices. Use a spatula
to spread the whipped mixture over the
fruit layer. Refrigerate until pie is set, at
least four hours. Makes one 9-inch pie.

COOK’S TIP This pie can be made a day ahead
and refrigerated. Allow the pie to stand at
room temperature 20 minutes before serving. 

November’s recipe contest topic is
Make-Ahead Holiday Helpers. What
prepared dishes come to your rescue
during the holiday crunch? The dead-
line is June 10.

ENTER ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; 
MAIL to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701;
FAX to (512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and
phone number, plus your co-op and the name of the
contest you are entering. 

$100 Recipe Contest
  S P O N S O R E D  BY  T H E  T E XA S  

P E A N U T  P R O D U C E R S  B OA R D



4. Bake about 40 minutes, until the cake
is springy to the touch and a toothpick
inserted in the middle comes out clean. 

Fredericksburg Peach 
and Strawberry Salsa
CHRISTINE FRIESENHAHN | BANDERA EC

This fresh and fiery salsa is versatile. You can
serve it over grilled chicken or pan-fried trout,
layered with boiled shrimp and crab as a ceviche,
or simply with your favorite tortilla chips.

4      large or 8 small peaches, peeled, 
       pitted and chopped
1       pint strawberries, stemmed and
       chopped
1       cup minced red onion
2      fresh jalapeño peppers, stemmed,
       seeded and chopped
1       cup chopped cilantro
Juice of 2 limes
Juice of 1 orange
1       teaspoon salt
1       tablespoon sugar

1. Combine all ingredients in a 
medium bowl. 
2. Allow mixture to sit 20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, to allow flavors 
to meld before serving. Makes about 
1 quart.

Peach Salsa
LAUREN LEHMANN | FAYETTE EC

This salsa can be served immediately after cook-
ing or canned to be enjoyed later. It’s delicious
on chips or crackers, or as a condiment for fish 
or chicken tacos. 

½     cup white vinegar
6      cups peeled, pitted and chopped
       peaches 
1 ¼   cups chopped red onion
4-5  jalapeño peppers, stemmed, seeded
       and finely chopped 
1       red bell pepper, stemmed, seeded 
       and finely chopped
½     cup finely chopped cilantro,
       loosely packed

2      tablespoons honey 
½     teaspoon minced garlic
1 ½   teaspoons ground cumin
½     teaspoon cayenne pepper

1. Combine all ingredients in a large
stainless steel saucepan over medium-
high heat. Bring mixture to a boil, stir-
ring constantly, and then reduce heat
and simmer gently, stirring frequently,
until slightly thickened, about 5 min-
utes. Remove from heat. 
2. At this point, you can ladle the hot
salsa into hot, sterilized pint jars and 
follow U.S. Department of Agriculture
guidelines for canning, or refrigerate
until cold and serve. This salsa will keep
up to one week in the refrigerator.
Makes about 6 pints.
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WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
Reaching the end of the peach recipes is the pits,
but you’ll find Vanilla Bean Cupcakes With Peach
Buttercream Icing online.

$3,000 GRAND PRIZEWINNER  |  2015 HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST
Pecan Pie Cake with Cinnamon Whipped Cream Frosting 
Jamie Parchman | Magic Valley EC      
Get the recipe at TexasCoopPower.com

Show us how you add your personal touch to every part of a meal—from savory 
beginnings to sweet endings—for fun and festive holiday gatherings. 

Send us your best ORIGINAL holiday recipes. (These are recipes you develop, not ones
copied from a friend or found in a book or magazine.) Show us how you create a Savory
Dish or a Sweet Dish that’s perfect for friends and family during the holiday season. Winners
will be featured in our December 2016 issue. Enter by July 10 at TexasCoopPower.com. 

Go to TexasCoopPower.com for details and official rules.

12TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY RECIPE CONTEST

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com. Each entry MUST include your name, address and phone number, plus the
name of your Texas electric cooperative, or it will be disqualified. Specify which category you are entering,
Sweet or Savory, on each recipe. Mail entries to: Texas Co-op Power/Holiday Recipe Contest, 1122 Colorado St.,
24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. You can also fax entries to (512) 763-3401. Up to three total entries are allowed per
co-op membership. Each should be submitted on a separate piece of paper if mailed or faxed. Mailed entries
all can be sent in one envelope. No email entries will be accepted. For official rules, visit TexasCoopPower.com.
Entry deadline: July 10, 2016.

Send us your best original recipe!

$5,000 IN PRIZES
$3,000 GRAND 
PRIZEWINNER

Two $500 Best Savory Dish Winners
Two $500 Best Sweet Dish Winners



Revolutionary 

elevator can 

give you-and 

your home’s 

value-a lift 
• Safe

• Dependable

• Aff ordable 

Installs in as little as a day.

Introducing the 
Aff ordable

Easy Climber® 
Elevator

Home 
Improvement that 
actually improves 

your LIFE!
 

VERSATILE
Can be placed 
almost anywhere 
in your home
Self-contained 
drive mechanism

UNOBTRUSIVE
Footprint is slightly 
larger than a 
washing machine
Compact and Quiet

SAFE
Equipped with 
weight, balance and 
obstruction sensors 
Works even in a 
power outage

 Elevators have been around since 

the mid 19th century, and you can 

fi nd them in almost every multi-story 

structure around… except homes. 

Th at’s because installing an elevator 

in a home has always been a 

complicated and expensive home 

renovation project… until now.

 Innovative designers have created 

a home elevator that can be easily 

installed almost anywhere in your 

home in as little as a day. Its small 

“footprint” and self-contained lift  

mechanism can add convenience and 

value to your home and quality to 

your life. It’s called the Easy Climber® 

Elevator. Call us now and we can tell 

you just how simple it is to own.

  For many people, particularly 

seniors, climbing stairs can be a 

struggle and a health threat. Some 

have installed motorized stair lifts, 

but they block access to the stairs 

and are hardly an enhancement 

to your home’s décor. By contrast, 

the Easy Climber® Elevator can 

be installed almost anywhere in 

your home. That way you can 

move easily and safely from floor 

to floor without struggling or 

worse yet… falling.

 Why spend another day without 

this remarkable convenience. 

Knowledgeable product experts are 

standing by to answer any questions 

you may have. Call Now!

Can be placed virtually anywhere in your home.

© 2016 Aging in the Home Remodelers Inc. 

Call now to find out how 
you can get your own 

Easy Climber Elevator.
Please mention promotional code 103347.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day.

1-800-767-1786
Not available in all areas. Call to see if you qualify.

82
80
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Tired of struggling on the stairs?
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UPCOMING CONTESTS

OCTOBER CREEPY CRAWLIES DUE JUNE 10

NOVEMBER FIESTA! DUE JULY 10

DECEMBER NATIVE DUE AUGUST 10

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op 
affiliation, plus the contest topic and a brief description of your photo. 

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at Texas CoopPower.com/
contests. MAIL: Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX
78701. A stamped, self-addressed envelope must be included if you want
your entry returned (approximately six weeks). Please do not submit
irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We do not accept
entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be responsi-
ble for photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline.

Focus on Texas

By Moonlight
The stars at night are big and bright, and so is the Texas moon.
Enjoy these supermoons (when full moons are closest to Earth),
wolf moon (January full moon) and blood moons (supermoons 
during a lunar eclipse).

GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com Find more reader photos that shoot for
the moon. 

o MALEIGH CANON, Bluebonnet EC: 
Blood moon, September 2015 

d JIM BROWDER, HILCO EC: Chapel 
steeple against a supermoon 

a RICK ROBERSON, United Cooperative Services:
Near Thurber, hours before the first Christmas 
full moon since 1977

g DEE ANNA PIATEK, Pedernales
EC: South Texas cattle dine as a
wolf moon rises.

d MIKE ROEBUCK, CoServ: Blood
moon over Dallas



TexasCoopPower.com36 Texas Co-op Power June 2016

B A N D :  D O C  RA B E  M E D I A  |  STO C K . A D O B E .CO M .  O R I G A M I :  S H U M E L E V  RAY M O N D  |  STO C K . A D O B E .CO M .  DA N C E R :  CO U RT E SY  I N D I G E N O U S  C U LT U R E S  I N ST IT U T E

Paris Northeast Texas Classic Car Show,
(903) 249-0123, paristexas.com/events

16
Fredericksburg Bach at Luckenbach,
(830) 549-2483, fredericksburgorchestra.com

17
Albany [17–18, 24–25] Fort Griffin Fandangle,
(325) 762-3838, fortgriffinfandangle.org

18
Vidor Maplecrest Baptist Church 
Car Show, (409) 673-7016, 
maplecrestbaptistchurchvidor.org

June
7
Abilene [9–11] Children’s Art & Literacy 
Festival, (325) 677-1161, abilenecalf.com

Coleman [9–11] PRCA Annual Rodeo,
(325) 625-2163, colemantexas.org

10
Wylie Smith Library’s Summer Reading Club
Kickoff, (972) 516-6250, wylietexas.gov/library

Nacogdoches [10–11] Blueberry Festival of
Quilts, (936) 347-2130, lovebugfabric.com

11
East Bernard Czech Kolache-Klobase 
Festival, (979) 335-7907, kkfest.com

Edinburg Culture Fest: Celebrating the
Philippines, (956) 383-6246, edinburgarts.com

Jacksonville Tomato Fest, (903) 586-2217,
jacksonvilletexas.com

Jefferson Flag Day, 1-866-398-2038, 
jeffersonrailway.com

Pick of the Month
Abendkonzert
Boerne [June 7–27]

(830) 249-7277, visitboerne.org/calendar

The Boerne Village Band, founded in 1860, is
the longest continuously playing German band
in the world outside of Germany. Since 1991, it
has been performing a series of free summer
“evening concerts” on Main Plaza.

June 7
Abilene
Children’s Art 
& Literacy Festival

Around Texas Event Calendar

GET DETAILS AND ENTER ONLINE AT

TexasCoopPower.com
Visit PortAransas.org for visitor information.

WIN A TWO-NIGHT GETAWAY
IN PORT ARANSAS
plus certificates for great local 
restaurants and attractions.

Red River 

www.RedRiver.org

Life’s REEL offi ce.

405-257-1236
www.countryhatchery.net
Country Hatchery • Box 747 • Wewoka, OK 74884

Baby Chicks:  Rocks,  
Reds, Wyandottes,  
Orpingtons, Australorps,  
Cinnamon Queens,  
Ameraucanas, Leghorns,  
Cornish Rocks, Red Broilers,  
Marans, Welsummers,  
Icelandics and Old English 
Gamefowls.  
Muscovy Ducks, Heritage Turkeys, 
Guineas and Pilgrim Geese.  
CALL FOR FREE COLOR POULTRY BOOK

Custom Crafted Personalized Gifts
Capture unique brands, logos & names on custom-
made bootjacks, leather coaster sets, luggage tags
& marble trivets. Lasting gifts for Christmas, 
weddings, birthdays & rodeos.

1-888-301-1967 • www.crawjacks.com 

FATHER’S DAY •  GRADUATION
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Denison [18–19] “Lost Neighborhood” 
Self-Guided Tours, (903) 465-8908, 
texaslakestrail.com

19
Fredericksburg [19–22] Country School
Association of America Conference,
(830) 997-5116, countryschoolassociation.org

21
Elgin [21–25] Western Days Festival, 
(512) 285-4515, elgintxchamber.com

23
Luling [23–26] Watermelon Thump, 
(830) 875-3214, watermelonthump.com

24
Henderson Jim Reeves Tribute Show, 
(281) 852-8308, johnrexreeves.com

Bremond [24–25] Polish Festival Days,
(254) 746-7636, bremondtexas.org

Giddings [24–25] Happy Hearts “Memories
of Home” Quilt Show, (979) 542-2782

25
Archer City Short Grass Scamper,
(940) 574-4217, acshortgrassscamper.com

Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
August by June 10, and it just might be fea-
tured in this calendar! 

June 25
La Grange
Mayan
& Aztec Dance 
Extravaganza

Bellville Austin County Fair Summer Music
Fest, (979) 865-5995, austincountyfair.com

La Grange Mayan & Aztec Dance 
Extravaganza, (979) 968-3017, 
visitlagrangetx.com/mayan

Lott [25–26] Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Picnic, (254) 584-2011

29
Freeport [29–July 3] Fishin’ Fiesta,
(979) 233-1047, fishinfiesta.com

July
2
Llano Rock N’ Riverfest, (325) 247-5354

3
Palacios [3–4] Lions Club 4th of July
Celebration, (361) 920-2891, 
e-clubhouse.org/sites/palacios

4
Kenney Fourth of July BBQ, (979) 877-4617

Kerrville Robert Earl Keen’s Fourth on the
River, (830) 792-3535, kerrvilles4th.org

Weslaco Fourth of July Celebration, 
(956) 969-0838, facebook.com/alfrescoweslaco

7
Arlington Buddy Whittington,
(817) 543-4301, levittpavilionarlington.org

PLAN YOUR TRIP TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com

Gas Up and Go!
Fairs, festivals, food and family
fun! It’s all listed under the Events
tab on our website. 

Pick your region. Pick your month.
Pick your event. With hundreds 
of events throughout Texas listed
every month, TexasCoopPower.com
has something for everyone.

AROUND
TEXAS
EVENT CALENDAR
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When Louise Massey and the West-
erners first performed  My Adobe Hacienda
in 1941, it would be more than 50 years
before the adobe Magoffin Home in El Paso
was open to the public. But when I toured
the historic site last year, the lyrics, “In my
adobe hacienda, there’s a touch of Mexico,”
seemed a perfect soundtrack. 

“Built by Joseph Magoffin in 1875, the
home is one of the best examples of terri-
torial architecture in the Southwest,”
notes Leslie Bergloff, Magoffin Home State
Historic Site manager. Territorial architec-
ture combines pueblo style with Victorian
or, in the case of the Magoffin Home,
Greek revival architecture. 

Around 1850, Joseph Magoffin’s father,
James Wiley Magoffin, built his own adobe
hacienda about a mile east of the home’s
site. The village that included James’
home and a trading post was called
Magoffinsville, but a flood destroyed the
settlement in 1868. Joseph Magoffin later
served El Paso as mayor, judge and bank
president, and he played a central role in
bringing utilities to the city.

During my tour of the site, curator
Danny Stevens said, “The exterior walls
of the home are 3 to 3½ feet thick, and
the interior walls are 2 to 2½ feet thick.
Because they are made of adobe—bricks
of clay, sand, straw and water, dried in the
sun—they provide natural insulation,
helping to heat the home in winter and
keep it cool in the summer.” 

The home has no foundation, so the
adobe sits directly on the ground, causing
gradual shifting of walls. Ongoing main-
tenance and periodic restoration are 
necessary. The latest round of work, com-
pleted in 2012, received an award from
Preservation Texas in 2014.  

With 19 rooms encompassing 5,000
square feet, the house deserves the grand

designation of “hacienda.” The entry room
is a long hall with vigas, or wooden rafters,
that were hauled by wagon from the Sacra-
mento Valley near Cloudcroft, New Mex-
ico, 100 miles away. 

Pointing out a portrait of James Magof-
fin in the formal parlor that adjoins the
large hall, Stevens summarizes Magoffin’s
life. After early years in Kentucky, he made
his name as a trader on the Santa Fe and
Chihuahua trails. He lived in Chihuahua
before settling in the El Paso area. Joseph
Magoffin was born during his father’s time
in Chihuahua and spoke Spanish and Eng-
lish. The Magoffin family, the curator says,
was representative of El Paso as a multi-
cultural city from its earliest days.

Nearly 80 percent of the furnishings
and domestic items in the house museum
were owned by the Magoffin family. The
parlor features a cherrywood grand piano
that arrived in El Paso by train in 1881,
shortly after the city got its first rail con-
nection. The backs of an Eastlake-style
chair and settee were customized with
carving details of horseshoes and Mexican
eagles. Scrolls and fans from Asia adorn

the flowery mantle. 
When Joseph Magoffin built the home

in 1875, it was on the outskirts of El Paso.
Grand homes, churches, office buildings
and schools arose in the neighborhood
after the arrival of the railroad, but when
the family sold the home to the state 
of Texas in 1976,  industrial and commer-
cial development eclipsed the area. The 
Magoffin Historic District was established in
1985 to revitalize the neighborhood.

One of Joseph Magoffin’s granddaugh-
ters lived in the home until 1986. Proud
of her heritage, she served cookies and
showed her doll collection to visitors and
tourists. 

If she ever heard Louise Massey sing
of “soft desert stars and the strum of gui-
tars,” surely, she would have thought of
her family’s own adobe hacienda and all
the wonderful times within its walls. 

Gene Fowler is an Austin writer who special-
izes in history. 

Hit the Road

El Paso’s Magoffin Home 
Adobe hacienda hearkens to pioneering family 

BY GENE FOWLER
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TexasCoopPower.com

WEB EXTRAS at TexasCoopPower.com
Find information to help plan your visit to
the Magoffin Home State Historic Site.

.

The State of Texas has owned 
the Magoffin home since 1976.



Size up your storage needs.
MAKE SPACE FOR THE IMPORTANT THINGS.

Whether you need reliable protection for your boat and vehicles or extra 
storage for your backyard, Mueller has the solution. Our pre-designed 

steel buildings are easy to assemble and available in a variety of sizes. 
Plus, you get 85 years of experience and expertise built into every 

structure. Call or visit our website today.

www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER  
(877-268-3553) 



A family owned and operated
Texas Company since 1986.

Display one of our beautiful Kayak
maintenance-free pools and save $$$!
CALL NOW to qualify for this limited opportunity!

1-800-794-6839
www.swimtexsun.com

• Save Money: $1000–$4000 Instant Rebate

• Financing Available/Pre-Approvals

• We Consider Anything Of Value On Trade

SWIM TEXSUN
STAYcation In Your Own Backyard!
AMERICA’S BEST BUILT POOL—WE GUARANTEE IT!
If within 30 days after your purchase of an Award Winning Kayak Pool, you find another
brand name pool with all of Kayak’s features and benefits, we’ll refund 100% of your pur-
chase price, plus we’ll give you the Kayak Pool ABSOLUTELY FREE!

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2016 SEASON


