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Vietnam. Countless friends have
served this country so that we
have freedom. I love my coun-
try and our flag, and I’m forever
grateful for those who have
served this country. We as a
nation owe them [Welcome
Home, November 2017].
CONNIE THOMAS | BOWIE

WISE EC

Checking Up on the Chicks
Well, first you had me hooked,
but now I'm just irritated. I have

spent an hour trying to find the
answer online for Here a Chick,
There a Chick [Currents, Octo-
ber 2017]. What is the answer?
KATHLEEN PHILLIPS | CAMP WOOD

PEDERNALES EC

Editor’s note: The riddle we
printed in Currents was sup-
posed to be fun, but more than
a dozen readers let us know
they couldn’t find the answer at
TexasCoopPower.com (it is there,
we promise). Here is the riddle:
100 chicks sit peacefully in a cir-
cle. Suddenly, each chick pecks
the chick immediately to its left
or right. What is the expected
number of unpecked chicks? 
The answer is 25. For any one
chick, there are four possible out-
comes: getting pecked only by
the chick to its left, pecked only
by the chick to its right, pecked
by both chicks, or pecked by nei-
ther. Each of the four outcomes

Harvey’s Superheroes
Our daughter teaches in
Woodsboro, southwest of 
Refugio. Like the other towns 
in that coastal area, Woodsboro
incurred a lot of damage from
Hurricane Harvey [‘It’s Just
What You Do,’ November 2017].
Power poles were snapped off
one after another along long
stretches of Highway 77, and
fallen trees ripped down power
lines throughout the town. 

Teams of linemen arrived
with fleets of bucket trucks, 
and what a welcome sight they
were! I just want these linemen
to know how grateful these
storm victims are for your dedi-
cation and endless hours of
work, often far from your own
homes, to restore power to the
area. You guys are real super-
heroes.
MARILYN MARSHALL | NEW BRAUNFELS

GUADALUPE VALLEY EC

I have nothing but heartfelt
gratitude and admiration for all
the linemen and techs—those
from the various co-ops and
those who were borrowed or
volunteered to come to the
Texas coast—who got our
power back on. 

Yet well before all of Harvey’s
destruction was taken care of,
many of those same linemen
had to rush to Florida to assist
after Hurricane Irma. Men and
women, you are to be praised,
thanked, commended and
blessed.
JOYCE SCHAEFER | PORT LAVACA

VICTORIA, PEDERNALES AND KARNES ECs

Those Who Served
My father and many of my
uncles served in World War II.
My brother-in-law served in

GET MORE TCP AT
TexasCoopPower.com
Sign up for our E-Newsletter for
monthly updates, prize drawings 
and more!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

ONLINE: TexasCoopPower.com/share

EMAIL: letters@TexasCoopPower.com

MAIL: Editor, Texas Co-op Power,
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, 
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your town and electric co-op. 
Letters may be edited for clarity and length.
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Restoring Service
We live in a very rural part of Rock-

port and have enjoyed San Patricio

Electric Cooperative service for

over 12 years. Our area was devas-

tated by Harvey, and we would like

to thank San Patricio EC employ-

ees for their outstanding perform-

ance in restoring service.

While all of the larger power providers were struggling to get their customers

back in service, San Patricio EC went above and beyond our expectations to get

us on the road to recovery.

ROBERT BOSTON | ROCKPORT | SAN PATRICIO EC
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in Texas Co-op Power are paid solicitations. The publisher neither endorses nor guarantees in any manner any product or company included in this publication. Product satisfaction and delivery responsibility lie solely with
the advertiser. 

© Copyright 2018 Texas Electric Cooperatives, Inc. Reproduction of this issue or any portion of it is expressly prohib-
ited without written permission. Willie Wiredhand © Copyright 2018 National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

is equally probable, so there is a
one in four chance of any chick
being unpecked. Because there
are 100 chicks in the circle, each
with a 25 percent chance of not
being pecked, 25 is the expected
outcome.

LETTERS



A LARRY GATLIN show  JANUARY 27 is one of several the Piney Woods Fine

Arts Association brings to CROCKETT as part of its 2017–18 event series.

The goal is to make Crockett a destination for the arts in East Texas, says

Glenn Barnhart, executive director of the association.

Upcoming shows at the Crockett Civic Center, a member of Houston

County Electric Cooperative, include The Great Gatsby and Wynonna

Judd. The co-op is a longtime sponsor and supporter of the association.

Piney Woods also features an arts-in-education program, including 

a Houston County youth talent show. “I’m most proud of the children’s 

programming,” Barnhart says. “Being able to bring artists from all over

the world to share their music, art and talents with the kids is a wonder-

ful experience.”

INFO a (936) 544-4276, pwfaa.org

6 Texas Co-op Power January 2018

CURRENTS

CR
O

CK
ET

T 
&

 H
Y

PE
R

LO
O

P:
 D

A
V

ID
 M

O
O

R
E.

 C
O

W
: 

IS
SE

LE
E 

| 
D

R
EA

M
ST

IM
E.

CO
M

. 
B

A
SK

ET
B

A
LL

: 
SK

Y
PI

X
EL

 |
 D

R
EA

M
ST

IM
E.

CO
M

. 
FI

EL
D

: 
33

FE
ET

 |
 D

R
EA

M
ST

IM
E.

CO
M

BY THE NUMBERS

515,000—The number of milk
cows in Texas as of July 2017,
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Pour yourself a glass and 
celebrate National Milk Day 
on January 11.

HAPPENINGS

Destination: 
Crockett

WEB EXTRAS
a Find more
happenings

online.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT
flew in a plane in 1910,
but it was after he left
the presidency. He flew
in a Wright Model B
biplane.

;
Did you know?

515,m000!

TexasCoopPower.com

ALMANAC

BEFORE AIR 
FORCE ONE

Franklin D. Roosevelt became
the first American president to
travel by airplane 75 years ago.
He flew in a Boeing 314 Clipper
Flying Boat to a World War II
strategy meeting with Winston
Churchill at Casablanca in 
North Africa.

He and his entourage left
Florida on January 11, 1943. After
a stop in the Caribbean, they
flew down the coast of South
America to Brazil and then flew
across the Atlantic to Gambia,
then Morocco. They reached
Casablanca on January 14.



ELON MUSK, he of Tesla and SpaceX, is behind Hyperloop One, a trans-
portation system that he hopes will propel pods of people through vacuum
tubes at more than 700 mph. The pods would float in the tube via magnetic
levitation or an air-bearing system (like an air-hockey table) and be pro-
pelled by an electric linear motor.

A Texas vision for Hyperloop anticipates endpoints in Dallas-Fort Worth,
Austin, Houston and San Antonio, with a leg down to Laredo. People could
zoom from Austin to Dallas in 19½ minutes.

The scientific community is energized by Musk’s dream and has been 
trying to advance the idea since about 2012. Two University of Texas teams
participated in August 2017 in a competition, won by a German team, to
design and build the best transportation pod. The highest speed reached 
at a test track near SpaceX headquarters in California was 220 mph.

SPORTS SECTION

A HOOPS HOME RUN

Fifty years ago this month, a college
basketball matchup called the Game
of the Century took place in Houston.
No. 1 UCLA, riding a 47-game winning
streak, faced No. 2 Houston. 

Why was it the Game of the Century?
The January 20, 1968, game was in the
Astrodome, before a crowd of 52,693—
unprecedented at that time. It was tel-
evised live to a prime-time audience,
which had never happened before.
The Houston Cougars won 71-69, end-
ing the UCLA Bruins’ winning streak.

The court was set up in the middle of
the stadium, more than 100 feet from
the spectators. “We played the game
at second base in the Astrodome,”
said UCLA star Lew Alcindor (who
later became Kareem Abdul-Jabbar).
“It was weird. It was like playing out
on a prairie someplace.”

Legendary broadcaster Dick Enberg
remembers Houston fans storming the
court, racing past the press and offi-
cials, who were positioned in 18-inch-
deep trenches dug at the court’s edges.

“When Houston won, it was like the
return to the Alamo,” Enberg said.
“People were leaping over us in the fox-
holes. It was just this thundering herd.”

L IFESTYLE

Hyperloop Highway 

TexasCoopPower.com

WORTH REPEATING “Electricity seems destined to play a most important part in the arts and 
industries. The question of its economical application to some purposes
is still unsettled, but experiment has already proved that it will propel 
a street car better than a gas jet and give more light than a horse.” 

— AMBROSE BIERCE, American Civil War soldier, author and wit
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Musical
Frontier

TexasCoopPower.com8 Texas Co-op Power January 2018

Joe Ables, board member for the Texas Heritage Songwriters’
Association, headquartered in Austin. That’s no knock on the
pride of Pearsall, where Strait grew up (he was born in Poteet). It
takes a special talent to pick good songs and to sing them so artfully
that you make them seem indelibly your own. But it underscores
the reason Terry Boothe founded the association in 2005.

“Songwriters are the poets of our culture,” Boothe says. “But
in many cases, they’re also its unsung heroes.” One of the most
Texarific individuals who ever trod Lone Star soil, Boothe be-
came an aficionado of the songsmith arts in the 1950s while
attending then-rural Del Valle High School south of Austin. He
discovered Willie Nelson as a songwriter long before the Red-
Headed Stranger was a household name. Hoyt Axton became
another early hero. “Hoyt’s mother was even a songwriter,”
Boothe adds. “She wrote Heartbreak Hotel for Elvis.” 

Since 2006, the association has annually inducted at least two
musical poets into its Texas Heritage Songwriters’ Association

TEXAS HERITAGE SONGWRITERS’  ASSOCIATION SPOTLIGHTS STATE’S LYRICAL POETS

Hall of Fame. At its Hall of Fame Show at the Austin City Limits
Moody Theater on February 23, the THSA will honor Buddy
Holly, Liz Rose, Mickey Newbury and Ray Wylie Hubbard, 

who once lived in Poetry, Texas.
Commemorating the recognition,
inductees each receive a small

statue of Nelson. Willie got his own Willie when the Abbott native
was inducted in 2009.

While Austin brags about its self-proclaimed status as the
Live Music Capital of the World, and the bigger cities of Dallas,
Houston and San Antonio each boast a rich musical legacy, many
of the Hall of Fame songwriters hail from—and found their inspi-
ration in—small-town and rural Texas. Several had their com-
positions covered by Strait, the perennial hit-maker.

“I’m from Meadow,” said Sonny Curtis in the short biograph-
ical video shown during his induction in 2013. “It’s a pretty small
town with not much to do, so my uncle used to let us come down

BY  G E N E  FOW L E R
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‘Most people think GEORGE STRAIT wrote



to his dry cleaners and try on other people’s clothes.” Born in a
dugout in 1937, Curtis learned to play guitar at age 6 when his
cotton-farmer father bought Curtis and his brothers some in-
expensive instruments strung with baling wire. The family and
neighbors made their own entertainment with “musical Saturday
night” get-togethers.

By 1955, he was playing with Buddy Holly, reportedly becom-
ing the first rocker to record playing a Fender Telecaster guitar.
Several of Curtis’ songs—including I Fought the Law, Walk Right
Back and I’m No Stranger to the Rain—received so many radio
plays that BMI inducted him into its Million-Airs Club. Another
Curtis composition, Love Is All Around, the theme song for The
Mary Tyler Moore Show, proved that a Texas country boy could
interpret the 1970s feminist movement.

Another Sonny, Sonny Throckmorton from Wichita Falls,
inducted in 2006, penned the 1984 Strait classic, The Cowboy
Rides Away. 

TexasCoopPower.com

all those songs,’ says

RAUL MALO

TRIBUTE TO ROY ORBISON

RITA COOLIDGE 

TRIBUTE TO WILL JENNINGS

LYLE LOVETT, STEVE EARLE (ON BEHALF OF 

TOWNES VAN ZANDT) AND ROBERT EARL KEEN 

BILLIE JOE SHAVER



(inducted 2008), Shaver tracked him down at a Nashville record-
ing studio and threatened to “whip his ass” if Jennings didn’t
honor his word. The resulting landmark album, Honky Tonk
Heroes, included only one song not written by Shaver.

When Mart native Cindy Walker’s cotton-broker father took
the family to Hollywood on a business trip in 1941, the 23-year-
old songwriter made him stop when she spotted the Crosby 
Building so that she could run inside and look for the heartthrob

crooner Bing Crosby. She found his brother and publi-
cist Larry Crosby and sang her song Lone Star Trail 

for him. Larry took her to meet Bing at Para-
mount the next morning.

Bing recorded the song, and Walker
(inducted 2011) was on her way. The family

relocated to Hollywood, and her songs were
waxed by everyone from Grandpa Jones to 
Bette Midler. Bob Wills recorded more than 
50 Walker tunes, including Cherokee Maiden, 

Bubbles in My Beer and her very first song,
Dusty Skies, written as a teenager after read-
ing about the Dust Bowl in her grand-
mother’s scrapbook. Ernest Tubb recorded

some two dozen, including Warm Red
Wine and Two Glasses, Joe.

Walker returned with her now-widowed

The 11 songs Strait recorded by Whitney native Sanger D.
“Whitey” Shafer include the plaintive Does Fort Worth Ever Cross
Your Mind? and the infectious novelty singalong, All My Exes
Live in Texas. Born into a gospel-singing family in 1934, Shafer
began performing as a child. In 1950, when he first heard Corsi-
cana native Lefty Frizzell singing If You’ve Got the Money (I’ve
Got the Time) on a jukebox, it changed his life.

“It cost me quite a few nickels,” Shafer recalled, “but I learned
that song right away.” In 1972, Frizzell became Shafer’s collabo-
rator-mentor when Shafer knocked on the door of Frizzell’s
Nashville home. For one of their best-known co-writes, That’s
the Way Love Goes, Shafer sang the first three lines, then Lefty
declared, “Well, that’s the way love goes.” The Texans had the
classic eight-line verse in minutes.

When Frizzell died at 47 in 1975, Whitey wrote the aching
Lefty’s Gone, and it, too, later received the tasteful Strait treatment. 

Some THSA honorees have been even more proactive
in efforts to get their songs heard and recorded by
major stars. Brownsville native Kris Kristofferson,
inducted in 2007, landed a National Guard heli-
copter in Johnny Cash’s front yard in 1969 to get a
song-demo cassette into the Man in Black’s hands.

When Waylon Jennings appeared to renege on a 1972 promise
to record an album of songs by Corsicana-born Billy Joe Shaver

TexasCoopPower.com10 Texas Co-op Power January 2018

Brownsville native KRIS KRISTOFFERSON, inducted in 2007,
yard in 1969 to get a song-demo cassette into the Man in

JOE ELY

RAY WYLIE HUBBARD

LIZ ROSEBUDDY HOLLY

MICKEY NEWBURY 2018 HALL 

OF FAME

INDUCTEES

Willie Nelson statuette
for inductees
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mother to Texas in 1954, settling in Mexia and spending part of
each year demoing new songs in Nashville. In 1955, she wrote
one of her most resonant tunes, the melancholic You Don’t Know
Me, a song recorded by Eddy Arnold, Elvis Presley, Patti Page,
Van Morrison and Ray Charles. Nelson included it on an all-
Walker CD he released shortly before her death in 2006. A pink
granite guitar marks her grave in the Mexia City Cemetery.

Asked about her writing process,
Walker once said, “I always write from
the title. The title tells the story, and
the words and music just come to-
gether. The songs just sing themselves
to me. They kind of write themselves.”

Amarillo-born and Lubbock-bred
Joe Ely, inducted in 2016, expresses
similar views. “When you start a song
and start to like it,” he expounds, “the
easiest thing to do is overwork it. Just
get out of the way and let it make its
own course.” And though Ely has been
based in Central Texas since the 1970s,
the Panhandle still fuels his muse. “I
find myself going up there every time I start a new record. There’s
just something magical about it to me. I guess it comes down to
the emptiness of everything and the desire to fill it up. It’s flat.

There’s sky forever. And the only way you can fill it up is with a
good song.”

Bandera native Bruce Robison, inducted in 2007, filled the
Hill Country with music while growing up in the “Cowboy Capital
of the World.” Relocated to Austin, his songs found their way
onto records by Lee Ann Womack, Faith Hill and Tim McGraw—
and, yes, Strait. While wooing his future wife, songwriter Kelly
Willis, he took her to see his Medina River roots. “Part of the way
he won me over was taking me to Bandera,” says Kelly. “I fell in
love with that—his personality being from that place.”

Robison has reclaimed that small-town vibe, opening a record-
ing studio, Bruce’s Country Bunkhouse, in Lockhart. “The music
that comes out of Texas is amazing,” he says. “It seems like we’re
on a frontier, and I’m really excited to be a part of figuring out
where it’s headed.”

“I have no idea why Texas has so much music,” adds Lubbock
native Delbert McClinton, inducted in 2011. “I used to have this
book by John and Alan Lomax, called Folk Songs of North America.
I just loved that book. In the front there was a map of the United
States, and it shows where the different musical influences
entered the country and then spread. The largest part of them
came together all across Texas. The map was color-coded, and
Texas had the most colors coming together.”

Gene Fowler is a fan of these artists, and he also likes the songs George
Strait has been writing in recent years with his son Bubba Strait and Dean Dillon.

WEB EXTRAS
a Read this story
online to see a list
of the inductees
into the Texas Her-
itage Songwriters’
Association Hall of
Fame and winners
of the Darrell K.
Royal Texas Music
Legend Award.

landed a National Guard helicopter in JOHNNY CASH’s front
Black’s hands. 

CINDY WALKER

SONNY THROCKMORTON

LEE ROY PARNELL AND KRIS KRISTOFFERSON
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Saharan Africa. This work is supported by more than 300 Amer-
ican electric co-ops through donations and volunteer aid from
hundreds of co-op directors, linemen, engineers, managers and
other employees who provide communities with training and
first-time access to electricity.

In Caracol, a town in northern Haiti, the Texas volunteers
worked alongside NRECA International staff on the Pilot Project
for Sustainable Electricity Distribution, funded by the U.S.
Agency for International Development. Every day, the linework-
ers set out to extend power lines from the PPSELD generation
station. This is the only utility in Haiti that provides reliable
electricity 24 hours a day. With the help of American volunteers,
NRECA International eventually will connect 10,000 consumers
in the area—about a third of the region’s population—with 
electricity. 

exas electric cooperatives have a long history of collab-
orating with NRECA International, formed by the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association to bring
electricity to communities in need. Over the past five
years, 20 Texas co-op lineworkers have traveled to north-
ern and southwestern Haiti with the organization. 

In the southwestern town of Côteaux, Texas volunteers worked
with an NRECA International team to help establish Haiti’s first
electric co-op. This area was devastated in October 2016 by 
Hurricane Matthew,  which severely damaged the power system
that had gone live just 13 months earlier. Efforts are underway
to re-establish the system and help the community rebuild.

Since 1962, NRECA International has provided safe and 
reliable electricity access to more than 126 million people in 
43 countries across Latin America, Southeast Asia and sub-

BY ZURAIDAH HOFFMAN

Texas lineworkers volunteer 
professionally—and personally—
to help international community.
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Most recently, ahead of Hurricane Irma striking Haiti in Sep-
tember 2017, NRECA International staff in Caracol shut down
the PPSELD power plant, boarded up the offices, moved vehicles
and materials to the utility’s warehouse and sheltered in place.
The hurricane skirted the northern edge of the island, and dam-
age was limited to a fallen tree that took down a line. 

Volunteers who travel to Haiti through NRECA International
work side by side with Haitian lineworkers, who gain knowledge,
expertise and skills from the Americans. As with all co-op line-
workers, the family bonds know no borders.

TEXAS CO-OP TEAMS
When Mike Grisham from HILCO Electric Cooperative agreed
to volunteer his skills and expertise in Haiti, he expected culture
shock and difficult working conditions in addition to missing his
family. But he did not expect to make deep connections with the
local lineworkers, nor the way their families and communities
would become a part of his own family and community, creating
a bond that would last long after he returned to Texas.

In February 2016, Grisham got on a plane with Clayton
Thompson, also from HILCO, and Brannon Nichols from Homer
Electric Association in Alaska. Once in Haiti, it didn’t take long
for them to understand that the local lineworkers faced many
challenges to live what Americans would consider normal lives.

“They lacked basic needs like clothing, food and a decent place
to live with their families,” Grisham said. “But despite it all, their
positive outlook on life was amazing.” 

Trinity Valley Electric Cooperative joined the project, and

Josh Lathem, Adam Wolking and Zach Pollett put their knowl-
edge and expertise to work in Haiti. The Haitian linemen did not
have much hands-on experience because PPSELD was only four
years old.

“Their most senior guy has four years of experience,” Lathem
said. “We have a little more than 30 years of experience between
us, so there was just a lot that we were able to do and to show them.” 

The transfer of knowledge is critical for this young utility in
Haiti to be sustainable and successful. The HILCO and Trinity
Valley linemen shared countless tips and techniques on the job
site and spent several hours of their last day teaching an impromptu
class in basic electricity for a group of the local workers.

“Linemen over there are like rock stars,” Lathem said. “They’re
the ones who turn the lights on. It was amazing to watch them
unload off a truck, getting high-fives from the adults and kids.”

Challenging work conditions are the norm in Haiti, and the
availability of supplies is unpredictable. Despite language barri-
ers, both the HILCO and Trinity Valley volunteer crews managed
to fit right in with the local team, and all worked well together. 

ARM-WRESTLING DIPLOMACY
Grisham and his fellow linemen were celebrated at special com-
munity gatherings, where food and drink were offered as a form
of gratitude and fellowship. It was at the first gathering after the
first week of work that Haitian lineworker Luco challenged
Grisham to a friendly arm-wrestling competition. Before a rau-
cous, cheering crowd, Grisham won, and a friendship between
the two men was born. 

“I realized then that I want to help Luco and the other linemen
live better lives,” Grisham explained. “Many co-ops are already
supporting the work NRECA International does to help com-
munities get electricity, but I want to help the people who do the
work, like Luco.”

When Grisham returned to Texas in late February 2016, 
he started a GoFundMe page to help Luco at gofundme.com/
lightuphaiti. His goal is to raise $5,000 to help the Haitian linemen
and their families buy food and clothing. Now that these commu-

RUN DEEP

Opposite: Haitian and Texas linemen work together to bring elec-
tricity to Caracol. Above: HILCO EC’s Mike Grisham, blue shirt, and
Clayton Thompson, in the bucket, teamed with Brannon Nichols
from Homer Electric Association in Alaska to build lines in Haiti.
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regularly via the smartphone messag-
ing app WhatsApp. 

Trinity Valley EC’s contribution
didn’t end with power lines. Along
with their skills and hard work, the
linemen also brought with them
three large bags of personal hygiene
items for the families of the Haitian
linemen. All were donated by stu-
dents at Trinity Valley Community
College in Terrell through the Phi
Theta Kappa honor society. While
items like toothpaste, deodorant and
soap are available, they’re often too
expensive for many Haitians to buy;
they make about $5 a day. 

“Deodorant can cost up to $20,”
Lathem said. “When I opened one of
the bags to show the head lineman,

he sat down and nearly cried. We let him distribute one bag to
his guys, and it was a really big thing for them.”

ON TO BOLIVIA
Texas co-ops have mobilized again—this time to Bolivia, under
the leadership of Mid-South Synergy CEO Kerry Kelton, a long-
time supporter of NRECA International. A Texas team of volun-
teer linemen from Mid-South, United Cooperative Services,
CoServ,  and Pedernales, Bartlett and Bluebonnet electric coop-
eratives traveled to the northern part of the country in November
to bring electricity to a few hundred people who live without it. 

“Nothing illustrates Cooperation Among Cooperatives better
than six Texas cooperatives partnering with Texas material sup-
pliers to bring power to the people of Bolivia,” Kelton said.

It’s common to hear stories of how underserved communities
benefit from reliable electricity made possible by NRECA Inter-
national and its volunteers. With the growth of interest and sup-

port from American electric co-ops to
help NRECA’s international work, more
volunteers are given the opportunity to
provide the help that is sorely needed
in these communities.

But the results are clear: Cultural
bridges that extend beyond the con-
struction of power lines can connect
worlds and fill communities with hope
and friendship.

Zuraidah Hoffman is communications man-
ager for NRECA International.
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nities have electricity, some of the
linemen also have bigger dreams—
to break out of the poverty cycle. 

“Luco told me he wants to
build a house for his wife and baby
to live in, and that it’s going to cost

him U.S. $1,800,” Grisham said. “He’s already saved about half of
what he needs, and he asked for help. By our standards, that’s
not much at all to build a house, but it’s a luxury to them.”

Today, Luco’s house is under construction and on track for com-
pletion early this year. As money comes in through the GoFundMe
page, Grisham transfers the funds to his Haitian friends. Using
Google Translate to overcome language barriers, they communicate

TexasCoopPower.com

WEB EXTRAS
a Read this story
online to learn
more about NRECA
International and
how you can help
Mike Grisham
improve lives 
in Haiti.

With the help 
of American 
volunteers, 
NRECA 
International 
eventually will 
connect 10,000 
consumers 
in the area—
about a third 
of the region’s 
population—
with electricity.

Mike Grisham hands treats to a girl who
came out to watch his crew bring elec-
tricity to her home.

Haitian lineworkers join the
crew from Trinity Valley EC:
Josh Lathem, second from left;
Zach Pollett, fourth from left;
and Adam Wolking, far right.
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• 3" Damascus steel blade & Damascus steel bolster • Bone handle • Liner lock

• Overall length open : 7 ½" • Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.™

Not shown
actual size.

Damascus steel was the
original superpower.

And, now for a limited 
time you can tap into that
superpower for a price 
that’s been cut dramatically.

In the ancient city of
Damascus, legendary sword
makers created blades that
were famed for cleanly
cleaving large objects in two.
The mysterious production
technique involved mixing
various steel alloys and carbons
to create something new and
powerful, and this process
created a rippled, wavy pattern
on the blade, which soon
became the symbol that this
blade was something special.

The Damascus Power Knife
is a 3" blade of modern Damascus steel, inspired by the
legends and techniques of old. This ancient wonder has been
combined with a fast-reaction liner lock system, allowing you
to easily extend the knife to its full 7 ½" length using just
your thumb on one hand. Strengthened by a Damascus steel
bolster that leads into a genuine bone handle, every Power
Knife comes in a leather sheath for easy storage. 

At $79, this is the most
affordable way to wield a
superpower. A knife of this
caliber typically cost hundreds.
Priced at an amazing $79, 
we can’t guarantee this knife 
will stick around for long. 
So call today!

Your satisfaction is 100%
guaranteed. Feel the knife in
your hands, wear it on your hip,
inspect the craftsmanship. If you
don’t feel like we cut you a fair
deal, send it back within 30 days
for a complete refund of the item
price. But we believe that once
you wrap your fingers around the
Damascus Power Knife handle,
you’ll unlock your superpowers to
capture an amazing deal when
you see it. 

At $79, this blade of Damascus steel is a real steal

Unlock Your Super Power

What customers are saying about Stauer knives...
�����
“Good value. Great looking. Sufficiently sharp. 
Overall an "A" purchase and I ordered three.”

— B. of Maryland

TAKE 56%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your 

INSIDER 
OFFER CODE

Limited
Collector’s
Edition 

“The most 

common aspects 

of Damascus steel

knives that enthusiasts

consider ideal are the

aesthetics and high

performance.”

–– Knife Informer

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: DPK15 01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Damascus Power Knife $179*

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $100

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. DPK15 -01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.comStauer®

*Discount is only for customers who use
the offer code versus the listed original
Stauer.com price. Rating of A+
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Beachcombing 
at home.
Texas Co-op Power presents an illustrated
Seashells of Texas poster by artist Aletha 
St. Romain, 20x16 inches, suitable for framing.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com

for only $20 (price includes tax, shipping 
and handling).

Bonus offer: Get 2 posters shipped to the 
same address for just $30.

From the publishers of

$20 
or 2 for

$30

Now you can get a desirable color 
Elvis coin FREE – just send $2.95 

for shipping and guaranteed delivery.
Uncirculated U.S. Half-Dollar

Your new uncirculated U.S. Half-
Dollar is enhanced using a revolutionary 
technique.  A permanent part of the 
coin, this color portrait of Elvis is sure 
to bring back many fond memories.

Authorized by Graceland
This high-quality U.S. coin is a

meaningful keepsake and powerful 

reminder of the impact “The King of 
Rock ‘N’ Roll” has had on generations 
of music fans around the world.

Act now and you’ll get the coin 
FREE – just send $2.95 for shipping 
and guaranteed delivery to your 
home.  Limit of one coin  at this 
special low price.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed.  
Send today and you’ll also receive 
special collector’s information and other 
interesting coins on approval.

Yours FREE!
Elvis Presley 40th 

Anniversary
U.S. Half-Dollar Tribute

Send just $2.95 for shipping 
and guaranteed delivery.

Elvis’ 40th Anniversary Coin
Yes! Send me the FREE Elvis Presley 

coin.  Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and 
guaranteed delivery.  Satisfaction guaranteed.  
Limit one coin.
Quick order at MysticAd.com/QW138
Name  ________________________________________
Address _______________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________

 Check or money order
 Visa  MasterCard Exp. Date ___/___

Please send payment to:  Mystic, Dept. QW138
9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111

NY State residents add sales tax.



M
illions of people collect the 
American Eagle Silver Dollar. In 
fact it’s been the country’s most 

popular Silver Dollar for over thirty years. 
Try as they might, that makes it a very hard 
“secret” to keep quiet. And right now, many 
of those same people are lining up to secure 
the brand new 2018 U.S. Eagle Silver Dollars 
— placing their advance orders now to 
ensure that they get America’s newest Silver 
Dollar just as soon as the coins are released 
by the U.S. Mint in January. Today, you 
can graduate to the front of that line by 
reserving your very own 2018 American 
Eagle Silver Dollars — in stunning Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition — before millions 
of others beat you to it.

America’s Brand New 
Silver Dollar

This is a strictly limited advance release of 
one of the most beautiful silver coins in the 
world. Today you have the opportunity to 
secure these massive, hefty one full Troy 
ounce U.S. Silver Dollars in Brilliant 
Uncirculated (BU) condition. The 100-year-
old design features a walking Lady Liberty 

draped in a U.S. flag on one side and a 
majestic U.S. Eagle and shield on the other. 

The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal—

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED
Silver is by far the most affordable of all 
precious metals — and each full Troy ounce 
American Eagle Silver Dollar is government-
guaranteed for its 99.9% purity, authenticity, 
and legal tender status.

A Coin Flip You Can’t 
Afford to Lose

Why are we pre-releasing the most popular 
Silver Dollar in America for a remarkably 
affordable price? We’re doing it to introduce 
you to what hundreds of thousands of smart 
collectors and satisfied customers have 
known since 1984 — GovMint.com is the 
place to find the world’s finest coins.

Lock In Your Reservation
By calling today, you can reserve some 
of the very first brand new Brilliant 
Uncirculated 2018 American Eagle Silver 
Dollars. Your reservation and price will be 

locked in, and your stunning new Silver 
Dollars will be shipped to you just as soon as 
the U.S. Mint releases the coins in January. 

Call Now And Beat the Crowd!
The American Eagle Silver Dollar is one of 
the best selling and most widely collected
silver coins in the world, with millions sold 
each year. Don’t miss out on this exclusive 
advance release—call immediately and 
secure your very own American Eagle Silver 
Dollars ahead of the crowd! 

2018 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU
1-4 Coins  -  $23.40 each + s/h
5-9 Coins  -  $20.85 each + s/h
10-19 Coins -  $20.60 each + FREE SHIPPING
20+ Coins -  $20.35 each + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 7 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes (if any). 

Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

Call today toll-free  for fastest service 

1-800-514-6468
Offer Code ESB465-18

Please mention this code when you call.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Facts and fi gures, including market values and the current population 
of specifi c graded, autographed or pedigreed coins are deemed accurate as of December 2017 and may change signifi cantly 
over time. NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues, and privately 
issued and licensed collectibles, and is not affi liated with the United States government. GovMint.com is not an investment 
company and does not offer fi nancial advice or sell items as an investment. The collectible coin market is speculative, and coin 
values may rise or fall over time. All rights reserved. © 2017 GovMint.com 

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. ESB465-18 • Burnsville, MN 55337

Advance Release: 
Order Your New U.S. 2018 Silver Dollars Now!

Introductory Price!

LOW
 AS

$20 35each



PERHAPS YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH AN UNDESIRABLE ASPECT OF
the electronic and internet-of-things revolution: vampire
loads. Vampire loads come from devices that use electricity
even when they appear to be off. The primary culprits are
chargers, cable and satellite TV boxes, instant-on TVs and
gaming systems. There are others, but these four represent the
major offenders.

Let’s look at how vampire loads occur and why they are
approaching 10 percent of average household electricity use,
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Chargers take 120 volts of power at the outlet and reduce it
to the voltage required by the connected device, usually 5–12
volts. Obviously, when your device is charging, the charger is
using electricity—but you might be surprised to learn that
chargers still use small amounts of energy even when they’re
not connected to anything.

Cable and satellite TV boxes also consume energy when
they appear to be inactive. Anytime the box’s lights are on, it is
using power. Like chargers, they use more when the television
is on, but they are always working—even when the TV is off.

This is especially true for those devices
with a DVR function that records your
favorite TV shows.

The instant-on television is another
culprit. The intention of the instant-on
feature is instant gratification for the
viewer, meaning there’s no waiting for the
TV to turn on and warm up. Unfortu-
nately, for that convenience, the TV must
remain on standby at nearly full power,
which can be a real energy drain.

A typical gaming console can use as
much energy as a refrigerator, even when
it’s not being used. Make sure to check the
console settings and disable automatic
updates, which are where the main energy
drain comes from. Games on the console
are frequently updated, and each update
requires a lot of electricity.

So how does the average family combat
these dreaded vampire loads? Garlands of
garlic? Silver bullets?

Fortunately, none of the remedies of
fable are necessary. You just need to
change how you handle energy-sucking
electronics. Here are a few suggestions:

a Unplug chargers when not in use.
a Invest in smart power strips. These

look like normal power strips but have a
twist: One of the outlets is the “master”

that receives power all the time. The others are off. When the
device connected to the master outlet turns on, the rest of the
outlets receive power, too. Ingenious and perfect for entertain-
ment setups. Plug the television into the master outlet, and
when you turn it on, the cable or satellite box, speakers,
streaming devices, etc., will turn on, too. These are also ideal
for PCs and their peripherals.

a Disable the instant-on function on your TV. Turn off
cable and satellite boxes that do not contain DVR functionality,
or use a smart power strip.

a Disable automatic updates in gaming consoles and turn
the consoles completely off when you finish using them.

a When replacing any device or appliance, look for an
Energy Star-rated product. These energy-efficient items save
you money in operating costs.

Vampire loads are a real problem that will only continue to
grow as the digital age advances. But you can fight the vam-
pires with vigilance and application of the recommendations
above. Check with your co-op for additional suggestions and
energy-saving advice.

Sources of the Dreaded ‘Vampire Loads’

TA
N

YA
-S

TO
CK

 |
 I

ST
O

CK
.C

O
M

TexasCoopPower.com18 Texas Co-op Power January 2018

CONSERVATION AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

Electric Notes
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The Time Is Right 
DID YOU KNOW THAT DEMAND FOR
electricity fluctuates according to sea-
son and even time of day?

Seasonal factors such as extreme heat
in the summer and frigid temperatures in
the winter can increase consumer
demand for electricity to power heaters,
fans and air-conditioning units.

A home’s greatest daily demand for
electric power happens during the morn-
ing hours while its inhabitants prepare to
leave for work or school, and for several
hours in the afternoon and evening after
they return home. From use of video
games to washing machines, this is a
home’s peak demand time—when most
of our power gets used.

You can help reduce strain to the elec-
tric grid and lower your electric co-op’s
overall costs (and yours) simply by chang-
ing when you perform routine tasks.

a Set your dishwasher to begin late at
night, rather than just after dinner.

a Charge your cellphone and other
rechargeable devices overnight.

a Postpone ironing chores to late
evening or early morning hours.

a Vacuum floors in the morning.
a Turn off your computer when it’s

not in use.
a Use a power strip to turn off

peripheral computer components, such
as printers and scanners, when they are
not in use.
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IN COLDER WEATHER, A RISE IN ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE USE INCREASES THE OCCUR-
rence of electrical fires, electrocutions, carbon monoxide poisoning and other win-
ter weather-related injuries. Keep in mind the following tips to stay safe.

Heating the House
Space heaters are a common way to keep warm, but they require caution and close
attention for safe use. Read manufacturer’s instructions and warning labels carefully.
Inspect the cord for cracked plugs or loose connections. Don’t let pets or children play
close to the unit, and turn it off when you’re leaving the room or going to sleep.

Keep heaters on level, flat surfaces at least 3 feet away from anything flammable,
including papers, clothing, bedding and rugs. Place heaters out of high-traffic areas
and doorways where they could trip passersby. Plug a heater directly into a wall out-
let with no other electrical devices, and always unplug and safely store it after use.

In the Bedroom
Electric blankets and heating pads often are used for supplemental heat. Look for
charred or frayed spots on their surfaces, or cracks or frays in the electric cords.
Never fold or tuck in an electric blanket and do not allow anything to rest on top of
it—including other blankets or pets—when in use. 

In the Kitchen
Cooking fires and electric shock also are common during winter months. Never
cook if you’re sleepy or have been drinking alcohol. Use a timer to remind you to
check on food on the stove or in the oven. Double-check that oven burners and
appliances are off once you are done cooking. Use outlets protected by ground-fault
circuit interrupters for countertop appliances, especially near water.

In Case of Outage
Portable generators are used often after winter storm-related power outages. Be
sure to locate your generator outside, away from windows and doors. Install carbon
monoxide alarms on every level of your home and outside each sleeping area; test
the alarms monthly; and replace batteries at least annually.

Cold Weather Safety  

Use a kitchen timer
as a reminder to take
food off the stove or
out of the oven.
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The red neon “Globe”—a colorful
splash that enlivens Bertram’s down-
town—illuminates the street below. The
imposing sign appears as if it was plucked
from the heyday of single-screen theaters.
In fact, every aspect of this theater repre-
sents a bygone era, and its evolution from
dilapidated relic to small-town gem is a
testament to perseverance and friendship.

The Globe Theatre stood forlorn and
empty for decades, but Bertram residents
Zach Hamilton, 39, and Lance Regier, 41,
its current owners, visualized its potential.
Even though they had never known the
structure as anything but an empty shell,
the lifelong friends shared dreams of
musical glory. Their music initially piqued
their interest in the Globe. 

“We would pass the theater all the
time,” Hamilton says, “and thought it
would be cool to fix it up and play there.” 

In 1998, they approached owner
Tommy Knight about buying the Globe,
but family ties kept him from selling. The
theater had been a part of his life since he
was 8. He’d often accompanied his older
brother to work the projector at the then-
vibrant Globe. Eventually, he also worked
there, and in the 1960s he bought it.
Knight kept the theater open as long as he
could, but in the early ’80s, dwindling rev-
enues forced him to close for good. 

So it sat. Decaying. 
In 2009, as the city took the first step

toward demolishing the building, Hamil-
ton and Regier approached Knight again. 

They shared with him how they wanted
to show movies and bring in cool bands to
rock the joint. Knight was pleased they

wanted to keep it as a theater.
“Can I work there sometime?” he asked.
When they said, “Yes,” so did he.
So the Globe joined the list of Texas

single-screen theaters experiencing a ren-
aissance. The LanTex Theater in Llano,
the Pines in Lufkin and the Odeon in
Mason all have been refurbished and put
back into commission for movies and live
performances. 

Terry “Tex” Toler, Main Street program
manager and historic preservation officer
for the city of Llano, is happy to see the
old theaters return. “When the theaters
are restored, they bring a vitality back to
a downtown area that really triggers a lot
of economic activity around it,” he says.

With the help of Main Street and other
programs, buying an old theater and fixing
it up is not unusual: Local governments,
partnering with cultural and economic-
development organizations, frequently
take up such projects. What is unusual
about the Globe project is that two indi-
viduals took on the renovation. 

Hamilton and Regier, both members
of Pedernales Electric Cooperative, spent
more than $60,000 just refurbishing the
building, a modest sum made realistic only
because they did much of the work them-
selves. They each worked a regular job,
saved money for the next phase of con-
struction, then worked on the Globe each
weekend. The next week, they turned
around and did the same thing again. 

They never dreamed it would take so
long.

“We thought it would take maybe a year
or two to complete the project,” Regier

Saving the Globe
Lifelong friends bring Bertram’s downtown theater back to life

BY LADAWN FLETCHER



TexasCoopPower.com January 2018   Texas Co-op Power 21

says. “We bought it in 2009, and we fin-
ished in 2015.”

The 1935 art deco theater stands rein-
carnated. Regier and Hamilton scoured
auctions across the country, in person and
online, to find authentic architectural ele-
ments. As office buildings, schools and
other theaters from the same era met their
demise, the two swooped in to secure light
fixtures, seats and embellishments that
now lend visual intrigue and authenticity
to the Globe. When originals couldn’t be
found, they used convincing reproduc-
tions. From the copper ceiling tiles above
to the mosaic tiles on the floor below, the
theater speaks of another time. 

As beautiful as the Globe is to see, its
live performances set the stage for visitors
to experience the magic. For music lovers
and performers, famous and not yet

famous, the Globe holds a special allure.
The original red granite walls enhance the
sound, and the space, which holds about
300, is gaining a cult following among
artists who play there.

“The acoustics there are absolutely
exceptional,” says Anton Raby of Big
Anton & the Alley Cats, a rockabilly band
that has played larger venues. “I think my
band sounds better playing there than any
other venue.”

Regier says artists typically respond to
the Globe in this way. “They want to keep
returning to the theater after playing the
first time,” he says. 

Live music brings new guests into the
city, but locals love the movies. The Globe
features classics, including westerns and
other features from back when. “Every
show, we get someone who remembers

seeing movies there when they were
younger,” Regier says. 

New memories are being created, too.
Trudy Collier moved to Bertram three years
ago with her husband, who grew up there.

“They play the old movies, and that is
a blast,” Collier says. “I took my son to see
The Wizard of Oz, and it was great sitting
with my neighbors, enjoying a night out
that you didn’t have to drive far to go to.”

People like Collier see the Globe as a
gift to the community, but it is also a mon-
ument to the friendship and doggedness
of two men who made a youthful dream
come true.

LaDawn Fletcher is a Houston-area writer who
enjoys writing about Texas.JE
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The Globe, built in 1935 and refurbished in 2015,
features live music and classic films.



Probably because I grew up in Fort
Worth, county courthouses always have
fascinated me. I will drive miles out of the
way to see a really good courthouse. 

Fort Worth does not have just a good
courthouse; it has a superb one, a vast red
granite pile topped by a 200-foot clock
tower, which, when I was in high school,
was topped in turn by a metal and neon
American flag. The Tarrant County Court-
house sits on a bluff above the Trinity
River at the head of Main Street, and it
dominates that street even from the rail-
road station, 14 blocks away. It was built
in 1895 and is a fine example of what court-
house aficionados call the “golden age” of
Texas courthouse architecture: ornate,
richly embellished and expensive. It cost
$420,000, a small fortune in 1895. 

The first Texas courthouses were often
log cabins, which had certain flaws. Texas
courthouse artist Bill Morgan likes to tell
about the first Cooke County Courthouse
in Gainesville, which was built of logs in
1850 and only lasted three years. It was
destroyed when a bull belonging to a local,
Jim Dickson, broke out of his nearby pen
and charged through the open front door,
slamming into the opposite wall and
bringing the whole structure down around
him like so many toothpicks. According to
Morgan, the minutes of the next county
commissioners’ court meeting stipulated
that a new courthouse “shall be built so
strong that Jim Dickson’s bull or no other
damn bull can butt it down.”

The next generation of Texas court-
houses, those built in the 1850s and ’60s,
were generally bullproof frame or brick

buildings in the Greek Revival style with
white columns out front, modeled on
courthouses farther east. But as Texas
counties grew rich on cotton and cattle in
the 1880s and ’90s, these courthouses sud-
denly seemed shabby and old-fashioned,
and they were replaced with the golden
age courthouses. These featured Roman-
esque and Renaissance Revival wedding
cakes with towers and cupolas and
mansard roofs and rusticated arches and
all the exuberant paraphernalia of late Vic-
torian architecture.

The Presidio County Courthouse in
Marfa is a perfect example of this style.
When it was built in 1886, Presidio County
was the largest county in the United
States, with 12,000 square miles (but
fewer than 3,000 people), and the county
commissioners wanted a courthouse that
would reflect that grandeur. Although the
architect of record was James H. Britton,
the courthouse probably was designed by
San Antonian Alfred Giles, who designed
eight other Texas courthouses built during
that period, as well as banks and public
buildings all over Texas and northern
Mexico. Giles produced a courthouse that
could be seen for miles across the prairie.

Giles was one of several Texas architects
who specialized in courthouses in those
years. Another was Wesley Clark Dodson
of Waco, whose cluster of Second Empire
courthouses in Weatherford, Denton,
Granbury and Hillsboro were the destina-
tions of my earliest courthouse expeditions
from Fort Worth in the late 1950s. The most
prolific courthouse architect was Dodson
protégé James Riely Gordon, who built 18—
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Grounds That Appeal
Book excerpt: County courthouses from golden age reflect grandeur of thriving state

BY LONN TAYLOR

Observations
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a dozen of which are still stand-
ing. The best-known include
his pink granite and red sand-
stone confection built in 1896
in Waxahachie, the slightly
smaller near-duplicate built 
the next year in Decatur, and
the 1891 Fayette County courthouse in La
Grange, which features a palm court with
a cast-iron fountain. 

Gordon was somewhat manipulative in
his dealings with county commissioners.
When the Fayette County Commissioners
Court met in March 1890 to declare the old
courthouse unsafe and unanimously voted
to build a new one, Gordon stepped forward
to sketch out a rough plan for the new one.
The commissioners awarded him the con-
tract without competitive bidding. When
it came time to demolish the old court-

house, which had been built 
34 years earlier by a German
stonemason, it took dynamite 
to get the “unsafe” structure
down. The old courthouse cost
$14,500—the new one, $100,000. 

In 1898, the Comal County
commissioners retained Gordon to help
them draw up the rules for a competition
to design a new courthouse in New Braun-
fels. Gordon suggested that instead of hav-
ing a competition, they go and look at
other courthouses and then hire the archi-
tect who designed the one they liked best.
They got on the train and went down to
San Antonio, where they saw Gordon’s
Bexar County Courthouse; then over to
La Grange, where they saw his Fayette
County Courthouse; then up to Giddings,
where they saw his Lee County Court-

house; and then came back to New Braun-
fels and hired Gordon. He didn’t even have
to draw up a new set of plans. He gave
them a duplicate of the Lee County court-
house, but in limestone instead of brick.

Texas has 254 courthouses, so there is
at least one to suit every architectural
taste. There are dignified neoclassical
courthouses and restrained art moderne
courthouses and even glass boxes from the
1960s. But give me the excessive enthusi-
asm of the golden age courthouses.  They
exemplify the unbridled spirit of Texas.  

Lonn Taylor is a writer and historian who lives
in Fort Davis. Excerpted from Texas People, Texas
Places: More Musings of the Rambling Boy, TCU
Press [Original column: March 28, 2007].B
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a Visit our 
Pinterest page
to see images
of Texas’ grand
courthouses.

Bill Morgan’s painting of the Denton County
courthouse, built in 1896



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. AGK -01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.™

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Damascus steel is the stuff of legend. Using a technique first mastered
in the ancient city, swords made from Damascus steel were known to

slice gun barrels in half and separate single strands of hair in two, even if
the hair simply floated down onto the blade. 

Now, you can be a part of the legend. The 7 ½"
August Knife features a blade of modern Damascus
steel, inspired by the production techniques and
legends of history. Damascus steel blade knives 
can cost thousands. So, at $59, the price itself is 
also legendary.

Once a lost art, we sought out a knifemaker who 
has resurrected the craftsmanship of Damascus steel 
to create the August Knife. The elusive, ancient
production technique mixes different steel alloys to form a super steel––
the outcome is a beautiful one-of-a-kind pattern of banding and mottling
reminiscent of flowing water.

With the August Knife you’re getting the best blade
money can buy. What you won’t get is the inflated
price tag. We know a thing or two about the hunt––
like how to seek out and capture an outstanding,
collector’s-quality knife that won’t cut into your
bank account.

Limited availability. Only a handful of artisans
make these blades, with each handcrafted knife
taking months to perfect. We currently can get less
than 1500 this year, so we can’t promise they’ll stick
around for long–– especially at this price. Call today!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you don’t
feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within
30 days for a complete refund of the item price. But
we believe once you wrap your fingers around the
August’s handle and experience the beauty of its
Damascus steel blade, you’ll be ready to carve out
your own legend.    

At $59, this blade of legendary Damascus
steel is a real steal

Steel Yourself

TAKE 60%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use yourINSIDER

OFFER CODE

August Knife non offer code price $149*

Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $90

Rating of A+

Not shown
actual size.

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...
�����
“Very hefty, well-built knife
and sheath. Extremely good-
looking and utilitarian.”

— R., Lacey, Washington

• 7 ½" overall length • Genuine Damascus steel blade • Stainless steel guard • Leather handle • Includes genuine leather sheath

BONUS! Call today and
you’ll also receive this
genuine leather sheath!

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: AGK 01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Limited
Collector’s
Edition 



Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, David by Michelangelo, Madame Butterfly by Puccini.
Italy has produced some of the world’s greatest masterpieces. And, it’s no secret

it is the epicenter of the best metalworking on earth. Which is why we sought out one the
best artisans to ever melt precious metals to create yet another great Italian masterpiece. For
over two decades, our designer has pursued his passion for making jewelry of great beauty inspired
by the Tuscan countryside. The Argento Necklace is his latest masterpiece. And, you can own it
for under $80!
Each necklace is meticulously made by hand from pure sterling silver and celebrates the traditional
woven Byzantine design–– an intricate array of woven links that forms a flexible and elegant drape.
Passing the test of time and surpassing the definition of beauty, the Argento Byzantine 
Necklace is perfect for the lady who appreciates fine art. And, priced for those who 
appreciate a fine value.

The difference between priceless & overpriced. High-end 
design should not carry a high price just because it
comes from a big name retailer, where you’ll find
a similar necklace  going for four times as
much. We prefer to keep our costs low so
we can bring you the very best in Italian
design at a cutting edge price. 

Masterpiece, not mass produced.
It takes months to create just one of
these necklaces which means we
have a select number available. 

No questions asked, 30-day
money back guarantee. We want
you glowing with satisfaction. You
have nothing to lose, except the 
opportunity to own a masterpiece. 
Call today!

A co l l e c t ion o f  impeccable  de s ign & cra f t smanship  f rom Ita ly.

Call today. There’s never been a better time to let your elegance shine. 18884445949
Offer Code: RFC23101. You must use the offer code to get our special price.

The Argento Byzantine Necklace is 
an impeccable work of art with a price 
unmatched by any in its class.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. RFC231-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.raffinatoitaly.comRaffinato™

The classic Byzantine
chain pattern has stood
the test of time for over 

2,500 years

Raffinato™
——— Italy

What our Italian jewelry expert
Daniele Zavani is saying about the
Raffinato™ Argento Necklace:

Bellissimo! 

Stupendo! 
Magnifico!

The Next
Great Italian
Masterpiece

•  Made in Arezzo, Italy  •  .925 sterling silver   •  18" necklace; lobster clasp

Also available Raffinato™ Argento Byzantine Bracelet  Stunningly wellpriced at $39+ S&P 

Raffinato™ Argento Byzantine Necklace 

Stunningly affordable $79+ S&P 
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STEEL BUILDINGS  •  BARNDOMINIUM HOMES  •  AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS

We make it easy for you by offering an erected metal building 
built on a reinforced concrete foundation.

WD ADVANTAGE

Instant Pricing @ wdmb.com

WD METAL BUILDINGS

CONCRETE SLABS EXPERIENCED CREWS OVERHEAD DOORS

Family owned, Texas-built

Lifetime guarantee 
against leaks

Great for circulation, 
arthritis, stiff joints 
and relaxation

CALL FOR PRICING
(we give approximate pricing 
for the tubs and showers)
If you have any questions,
please give us a call. 

Visit Our Showroom
3411 E. Hwy. 377, Granbury

Now Offering ONYX
Custom Showers

Granbury Chamber 
of Commerce Member

888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

Rattlesnake Ranch
Pecans
ATrueTexasGift

Treat your family and friends to the most
delicious pecans and candies in Texas:
Creamy Yogurt, Milk Chocolate, Toasted
Honey, Chocolate Toffee, Candied Praline,
Cinnamon Roasted, Dark Chocolate,
Roasted & Salted, Cajun Roasted.

1-888-PECANS75 (732-2675)
rattlesnakeranchpecans.com

RECIPE
CONTEST
WIN $100

Submit your best 
recipes for a chance 
to win $100 and 
a Texas Co-op 
Power apron!

Upcoming Contests
JUNE ISSUE
Your Best Grilled Cheese
Deadline: January 10

JULY ISSUE
How Do You Like Your Shrimp?
Deadline: February 10

ENTER TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com
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M A R K E T P L A C E
B U Y • S E L L • T R A D E • A C R O S S  T O W N • A C R O S S  T E X A S

Clogged, Backed—up Septic System…Can anything Restore It?
DEAR DARRYL: My 
home is about 10 years old, 
and so is my septic system. 
I have always taken pride 
in keeping my home and 
property in top shape.  In 
fact, my neighbors and I 
are always kidding each other about who keeps their home and yard 
nicest.  Lately, however, I have had a horrible smell in my yard, and also 
in one of my bathrooms, coming from the shower drain.  My grass is 
muddy and all the drains in my home are very slow.

My wife is on my back to make the bathroom stop smelling and as you 
can imagine, my neighbors are having a field day, kidding me about the 
mud pit and sewage stench in my yard.   It’s humiliating.   I called a 
plumber buddy of mine, who recommended pumping (and maybe even 
replacing) my septic system.   But at the potential cost of thousands of 
dollars, I hate to explore that option. 

I tried the store bought, so called, Septic treatments out there, and they 
did Nothing to clear up my problem.  Is there anything on the market I 
can pour or flush into my system that will restore it to normal, and keep 
it maintained?

Clogged and Smelly – , 

DEAR CLOGGED AND SMELLY: As a reader of my column, I am 
sure you are aware that I have a great deal of experience in this 
particular field.  You will be glad to know that there IS a septic solution 
that will solve your back-up and effectively restore your entire system 
from interior piping throughout the septic system and even unclog the 
drain field as well.  SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance 
Programs deliver your system the fast active bacteria and enzymes 
needed to liquefy solid waste and free the clogs causing your back-up.  

This fast-acting bacteria multiplies within minutes of application and is 
specifically designed to withstand many of today’s anti-bacterial cleaners, 
soaps and detergents. It comes in dissolvable plastic packs, that you just 
flush down your toilets.  It’s so cool.  Plus, they actually Guarantee that it 
restores ANY system, no matter how bad the problem is.

SeptiCleanse® Shock and Maintenance Programs are designed to work 
on any septic system regardless of design or age.  From modern day 
systems to sand mounds, and systems installed generations ago, I have 
personally seen SeptiCleanse unclog and restore these systems in a matter 
of weeks.  I highly recommend that you try it before spending any money 
on repairs.  SeptiCleanse products are available online at 
www.septicleanse.com or you can order or learn more by calling toll 
free at 1-888-899-8345.   If you use the promo code “ ”, you can 
get a free shock treatment, added to your order, which normally costs 
$169.  So, make sure you use that code when you call or buy online. 

Dear
Darryl
Dear
Darryl

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

On your pond or lake, with or without roof.
All sizes—installation available.

45 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call for Free Information • (979)820-3000
www.ellisonmarine.com • Ellison Marine, Franklin, TX.

FLOATING FISHING PIER

AL BARNTIONATN
A N YC O M P

1.800.582.2276

.COMARNTIONALBNA

POLE, HORSE, HAY BARNS • ALL SIZES
CALL ANDY • 512-563-5237

POLE, HORSE, HAY BARNS • ALL SIZES
CALL ANDY • 512-563-5237

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES
Coins • Banknotes • Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap

Vintage Costume Jewelry • Watches • Stamps
Tokens • Historical Documents • Other Collectibles

TEXAS BUYERS GROUP • FREDERICKSBURG, TX
All transactions private, confidential & secure.

830-997-6339 • rzcoins@twc.com



*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 5/8/18.

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 7 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 5/8/18*

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specifi ed comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was  
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

800+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE 20%

OFF

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item purchased. *Cannot be 
used with other discount, coupon or any of the following items or brands: Inside Track 
Club membership, Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, safes, saw mills, storage cabinets, chests or carts, trailers, 
trenchers, welders, Admiral, Ames, Bauer, Cobra, CoverPro, Daytona, Earthquake, Fischer, 
Hercules, Icon, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan, Zurich. Not valid 
on prior purchases. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 5/8/18

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 5/8/18. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 

SUPER COUPON

ANY 

SINGLE 

ITEM

SAVE 
59%

 $5699 $5699

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

ITEM   60637/61615
95275 shown

A. HOT DOG 

B. PANCAKE

$39
99

YOUR CHOICE

A

B

3 GALLON,  100 PSI OIL-FREE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM @ 90 PSI, 
1 CFM @ 40 PSI

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO

PORTER-CABLE
$9862

MODEL: PCFP02003

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW

 $19999 19999

• Laser guide

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO

KOBALT
$299

MODEL: SM3055LW

Blade sold 
separately.

ITEM 61969/61970
 69684 shown 

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$169

NOW

$129
99

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER 
SET 

ITEM 62728/62583
47770/62570 shown LIFETIME WARRANTY

COMPARE TO

HUSKY
$797

MODEL: 20210003

• Magnetic Tips
• Ergonomic Handles

 $7999 7999

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH WITH 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL

ITEM  61840 /61297
63476/61258 shown

Voted Best Winches

SAVE 
$130

Customer Rating• Weighs 14.3 lbs.
• 11-1/8" L x 4-1/2" H

SUPER 
COUPONBattle Tested

COMPARE TO

SUPERWINCH
$17999
MODEL: 1125220

NOW

$49
99

 RAPID PUMP®

3 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL FLOOR JACK 

ITEM   69227/62116
62584/68048 shown

 $8799 $8799

SAVE 
$60

• Lifts from 5" to 18-1/4"
• Weighs 74 lbs.

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO

POWERBUILT
$13527

MODEL: 647593

NOW

$74
99

NOW

$34
99

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$100

 $8999 $8999

• 300 lb. capacity
• Weighs 72.5 lbs.

ATV/LAWN MOWER LIFT

ITEM 60395/62325
62493/61523 shown

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
PRO LIFT
$17999
MODEL: T-5350B

NOW

$79
99

Customer Rating

 $599 $599

 MECHANIC'S GLOVES 

SUPER 
COUPON

SAVE 
73%

ITEM 62434, 62426, 62433,
62432, 62429, 62428 shown

COMPARE TO

MECHANIX
$1499

MODEL: 5075800

NOW

$399

 4-1/2", 7 AMP
ANGLE GRINDER 

ITEM 63052/62556 shown

SAVE 
40%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

DEWALT
$59

MODEL: DWE401 $3999 $393$ 99
 $499 $44$ 99 SAVE 

65%

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE/WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 

ITEM 69249/69115/69137
69129/69121/877 shown

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO

BLUE HAWK
$858

MODEL: BG8X10-Y

NOW

$299

SAVE 
$60

 $7999 $7999

JUMP STARTER AND POWER PACK

ITEM 62749

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

COMPARE TO
SCHUMACHER

ELECTRIC

$12999
MODEL: SL1

NOW

$69
99

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

ITEM 61634/61952
64096/95659 shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$79

• 6200 cu. in. of storage
• 580 lb. capacity
• Weighs 97 lbs.

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO

HUSKY
$179

MODEL: HOUC3304B10

 $14999 14999

NOW

$99
99

ITEM 62281/61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
DRILL BIT SET 

 $1799 $$1799

Customer Rating

SAVE 
83%

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO
DEWALT

$60
MODEL: DW1369

NOW

$99
9

 $7999 $7999
ITEM 68862/63190/62896   shown

6 ft. to 8 ft. 10"

7 AMP ELECTRIC POLE SAW
9.5" BAR

SAVE 
$39

SUPER 
COUPON

COMPARE TO

WORX
$9998

MODEL: WG309

NOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

 $1399 $$1399

• Great outdoor accent lighting
• Super bright light

 SOLAR ROPE LIGHT 

ITEM 62533/63941
68353 shown

SAVE 
66%

COMPARE TO
HAMPTON BAY

$2997
MODEL:  82056-055SR

NOW

$99
9

TILTING FLAT PANEL TV MOUNT

ITEM  62289/61807 shown   

HOLDS FLAT SCREEN 

TVS UP TO 70 INCHES

SAVE 
81%

Customer Rating

ROCKETFISH
$7999

MODEL: RF-TVMLPT03

COMPARE TO

 $2499 $2499 • 176 lb. capacity

NOW

$14
99

SAVE 
40%  $2999 292 99

Customer Rating

TWO TIER 
COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE 

STEP LADDER

ITEM  67514 

• 225 lb. capacity

COMPARE TO

WERNER
$3388

MODEL: S322A-1

NOW

$19
99

SUPER 
COUPON

 $7999 $$7999

3/8" x 50 FT. 
RETRACTABLE

AIR HOSE REEL

ITEM  69265 /62344/93897 shown

COMPARE TO

KOBALT
$99

MODEL: SGY-AIR184
SAVE 
$39

NOW

$59
99

NOW

$19
99

 $3999 $$3999

SAVE 
69%

 3/8" x 14 FT., GRADE 43
TOWING CHAIN 

ITEM 60658 /97711  shown

Customer Rating

SUPER COUPON

• 5400 lb. capacity

COMPARE TO

MIBRO
$6499

MODEL: 426920

SUPER 
COUPON

1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT

ITEM 63531 $6999 $6969$ 99

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS

SAVE 
$39

• 450 in. lbs. of torque
• 1.5 amp hour battery
• Weighs 3.4 lbs. 

COMPARE TO
PORTER-CABLE

$99
MODEL: PCC601LB

NOW

$59
99

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
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Texas History

Louis “Bud” Abernathy, 10, and his
brother, Temple, 6, inherited their father’s
spirit of adventure and set out in 1910 
to ride their horses more than 2,000 
miles from Frederick, Oklahoma, to New
York City. 

Sensational accomplishments ran in the
Abernathy family. The boys’ father, Texan
Jack “Catch ’em Alive” Abernathy, a United
States marshal with a leaning toward pic-
turesque behavior, was born in Bosque
County in 1876 and grew up punching cows
on his father’s ranch. As an adult, he aston-
ished President Theodore Roosevelt by
running down a prairie wolf on his horse,
leaping from the horse onto the wolf and
capturing it alive with his gloved hands.
“This beats anything I’ve ever seen, and I’ve
seen a great deal,” Roosevelt commented. 

The boys’ father agreed to their cross-
country ride and helped them plan the
route. Abernathy postulated a few rules
before they set out: They could not travel
more than 50 miles in one day; they could
not cross water without an adult present
unless they could see the bottom; they
could not carry more than $5 with them at
one time; and they could not travel on Sun-
days. The boys’ arrival in New York was
planned to coincide with the return of Roo-
sevelt from an African hunting expedition.
Abernathy, a longtime friend of Roosevelt,
planned to meet them there.

On the trip to New York, Bud rode Sam
Bass, his father’s wolf-chasing horse, and
Temple rode Geronimo, a half-Shetland
pony. Temple was so small he had to mount
from a porch or tree stump, and Bud had
to saddle his horse for him every morning.
They left home in April, carrying a few
clothes, two bedrolls, oats for the horses,
and some bacon and bread. At night, Bud
laid his lariat around their bedrolls, an old

cowboy trick he learned from his father to
keep snakes and scorpions at bay.

“We prepared for the trip,” Temple
explained in the book Bud and Me, written
by Temple’s wife, Alta Abernathy, many
years later, “estimating how far to ride
each day and pinpointing the best places
to spend the nights.”

Crossing Indian Territory, the boys
stopped to visit their father’s friend, Qua-
nah Parker, the last chief of the Comanche.
News of the Abernathy boys’ odyssey
spread, and families living along the route
frequently invited them to stop and share
a meal. They carried a note from their
father stating that they were not runaways,
and Bud had a checkbook with a $100 emer-
gency fund set aside in case it was needed.

Early in the ride, the boys awoke one
morning in Hominy, Oklahoma, to dis-
cover that Geronimo, Temple’s pony, was
down and could not get up. He had
foundered, a crippling disease that often
renders horses permanently lame. Bud
was forced to pull out the checkbook and
buy a new horse. Temple chose a red-and-
white paint that he named Wylie Haynes
after the sheriff of Hominy. 

The first part of
the journey was the
most difficult. Long
stretches of open

land, snowstorms and a treacherous river
crossing slowed their progress. As they
rode east, newspaper reporters gathered
to meet them.

“Special entertainment is to be pro-
vided for the young sons of United States
Marshal John R. Abernathy,” the newspa-
per in Columbus, Ohio, reported. “They
are in Columbus en route to greet ex-
president Roosevelt when he arrives from
Europe. The father of the boys was one 
of Roosevelt’s Rough Riders.”

The Abernathy boys’ first glimpse of
the New York skyline came two months
after they started their amazing ride. 
Abernathy was waiting. He rode with Bud
and Temple down Fifth Avenue with the
Rough Riders in the parade to welcome
Roosevelt home. More than 1 million peo-
ple lined the streets of Manhattan that
day, but no one enjoyed the day more than
the two resourceful boys.

Martha Deeringer, a member of Heart of Texas
EC, lives near McGregor.A
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BY MARTHA DEERINGER

The Astonishing Ride of the Abernathy Boys
Young sons of legendary U.S. marshal ride horseback from Oklahoma to New York

The Abernathy Boys
rode to adventure on
a variety of steeds.





Recipes

Nourishing
Soups   
This soup delivers summer’s
vibrant flavors any time of year.
Even lackluster tomatoes improve
when they’re roasted in the oven 
for several hours at a low tempera-
ture. The juices concentrate and
sweeten, creating the flavor of a
long-simmered pasta sauce. Don’t
be put off by the roasting time; it
only takes a minute to prep the
tomatoes. And simmering a whole
chile in the soup doesn’t make it
spicy; it adds depth and a smoky
complexity. Serve with fresh herbs,
such as basil, dill or oregano, crispy
Parmesan toasts or a dollop of 
Mexican crema.

PAULA DISBROWE, FOOD EDITOR

Roasted Tomato Soup 

ROASTED TOMATOES
3      pounds plum tomatoes, halved
Olive oil
Kosher salt
Herbes de Provence, dried thyme 
       or basil

SOUP
2      tablespoons olive oil
1       large leek, chopped
1       large onion, chopped
1       large carrot, chopped
2      stalks celery, chopped
Pinch kosher salt 
2      cloves garlic, finely chopped
2      bay leaves, preferably fresh
1       tablespoon chopped fresh 
       thyme leaves or 1 teaspoon 
       dried thyme
Pinch crushed red pepper flakes
¼     cup dry white wine
6      cups chicken stock or water, 
       or a mixture of both
2      cans (28 ounces each) plum 
       tomatoes in juice 
1       dried chile pepper, such as 
       ancho, pasilla or New Mexico
Salt and pepper to taste
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Recipes

Nourishing Soups

1. Heat the vegetable oil in a wide,
deep skillet or Dutch oven over
medium-high heat. When the oil is
hot and shimmering, add the pork in
a single layer. (You might need to do
this in batches to avoid overcrowd-
ing.) Turn pork occasionally until all
sides are nicely browned. 
2. Transfer the pork to a slow cooker.
Add all remaining ingredients except
lime juice, rice and garnishes. Cook
on low 5–6 hours until the pork is
very tender. 
3. Just before serving, stir in the lime
juice. Serve pork stew over rice and
top with shredded Monterey Jack
cheese and additional chopped
cilantro, if desired. a Serves 6–8.

THIS MONTH’S RECIPE CONTEST WINNER

JILEEN PLATT | BOWIE-CASS EC 

Green chiles were a staple in Platt’s childhood home in southern Arizona.
“Making this soup reminds me of my heritage,” she says. Served over

steamed rice and topped with lime juice, cilantro and Monterey Jack, this
hearty stew is a comforting meal you’ll be eager to make again.  

Sonoran Pork Stew
2      tablespoons vegetable oil
3      pounds lean, boneless pork butt 
       or shoulder roast, cut into 1½-inch
       cubes
2      tablespoons onion powder
1       teaspoon salt
1       teaspoon cumin
¾     teaspoon dried oregano
3      fresh tomatillos, husked, rinsed 
       and chopped
1       can (4 ounces) chopped green 
       chiles
2      Roma tomatoes, coarsely chopped
¼     cup chopped fresh cilantro 
1       can (14 ounces) chicken broth
2      teaspoons fresh lime juice, plus 
       more as desired
Hot, steamed rice, shredded Monterey
       Jack cheese and chopped fresh
       cilantro for serving

1. TOMATOES: Preheat oven to 200
degrees. Halve the tomatoes and
squeeze each lengthwise to open the
seed pockets. Place tomatoes, seed 
pockets facing up, on a rimmed baking
sheet or in a baking dish. Drizzle with
olive oil, then sprinkle with salt and 
the dried herbs of your choice. Rub
the seasonings evenly over the toma-
toes. Roast about 8 hours, until they
are shriveled but not blackened. 
2. SOUP: Heat olive oil in a large pot 
or Dutch oven over medium-high
heat. Add leek, onion, carrot, celery
and a pinch of salt. Cook, stirring,
until softened, about 5 minutes. Veg-
etables should not brown. Add garlic,
bay leaves, thyme and red pepper
flakes, and cook 2–3 minutes, until
fragrant. 
3. Scrape up any vegetables sticking 
to the bottom of the pot, then add
wine. Simmer until volume is reduced
by half, then add stock or water, and
stir. Add canned tomatoes with their
juice, breaking them apart with your
fingers or a wooden spoon. Add the
dried chile and bring soup to a boil.
Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes,
stirring occasionally. 
4. Add the roasted tomatoes—
including any rich, red tomato oil 
that has accumulated—and continue
to simmer, partially covered, 30–40
minutes. 
5. Remove the chile and bay leaves, 
and cool the soup briefly. Transfer
soup to a blender, in batches if neces-
sary, and purée until smooth.
6. Return soup to the pot and season
to taste with additional salt and
freshly ground pepper. If the soup
seems too thick, thin it with a little
water or stock. Garnish with Mexican
crema or crème fraîche and fresh,
chopped herbs, if desired, and serve.
a Serves 6–8.

COOK’S TIP Roasted tomatoes should be
meaty and moist, not completely dry. They
can be slow-roasted up to two days in
advance and stored in the refrigerator until
you’re ready to make the soup. When using
fresh bay leaves, tear them in a few places 
to better release their flavor.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31

June’s recipe contest topic is Your 
Best Grilled Cheese. This yummy,
easy sandwich is beloved by most
everyone from preschoolers to grand-
parents. What makes yours special?
The deadline is January 10.

ENTER ONLINE at TexasCoopPower.com/contests; MAIL
to 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701; FAX to 
(512) 763-3401. Include your name, address and phone
number, plus your co-op and the name of the contest 
you are entering. 

$100 Recipe Contest

IF YOUR RECIPE IS FEATURED, 
YOU’LL WIN A TCP APRON!
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Celery Borscht With 
Rye Croutons, Radish 
and Sour Cream
HELEN FIELDS | WISE EC

Brightly colored and full of flavor, this sophisti-
cated soup will impress guests at your next cold-
weather dinner party. Fields developed the
recipe when she was a contestant in the World
Food Championships, in which 10 finalists were
charged with creating a dish that featured celery.  

BORSCHT
½     tablespoon olive oil
12     ounces rib-eye steak, trimmed and 
       cut into thin strips
½     cup finely chopped yellow onion
½     large carrot, peeled and grated
5      ounces applewood smoked bacon
1       medium potato, peeled and diced
1       pound fresh, large red beets, peeled 
       and shredded
5      cups thinly sliced celery
1       medium tomato, peeled, seeded and 
       finely chopped
2      quarts water or more as needed
2½   teaspoons kosher salt, or more to taste

½     teaspoon ground black pepper
3      tablespoons chopped fresh oregano
3      cloves garlic, minced
¼     cup chopped fresh dill
Juice of 2 lemons
1       small black radish, peeled and shredded
        (or substitute another type of radish)
1       cup sour cream
3      tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill

CROUTONS
1       loaf dark rye bread, uncut (preferably
       day-old)
4      tablespoons olive oil 
Salt and pepper to taste

1. BORSCHT: Pour olive oil into a large
stockpot, then add steak, onion and car-
rot, and cook 10 minutes over medium-
low heat, stirring frequently. 
2. Trim most of the fat from bacon and
reserve for another use. Finely chop the
lean bacon and add with potato to stock-
pot. Cook another 5–6 minutes, or until
bacon begins to brown. Stir frequently
and adjust heat if necessary to keep 

ingredients from sticking. 
3. Add beets, celery, tomato, water, salt
and pepper to stockpot. Cover and sim-
mer soup 1–1¼ hours.
4. Add oregano, garlic, dill and lemon
juice to stockpot. Cover and simmer an
additional 5 minutes, then remove from
heat. Add salt and pepper to taste. 
5. CROUTONS: Preheat oven to 375
degrees. Slice rye bread into ½-inch
cubes and drizzle with olive oil. Season
cubes with salt and pepper. Use your
hands or a rubber spatula to toss cubes
until evenly coated. 
6. Spread cubes in a single layer over a
large, rimmed baking sheet. Bake 10–20
minutes, stirring every 5 minutes, until
crisp and lightly browned. Remove from
oven and set aside.
7. Top each serving with a portion of
croutons, shredded radish, sour cream
and chopped dill. a Serves 8–10.

WEB EXTRAS a Read this story online to
see a recipe for Mexican-Style Greek
Red Lentil Soup.
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81
YEARS
OF NURSERY

BUSINESS

150 varieties of fruits and pecans for the 
Southwest. Family-owned and grown. 

For our 2017–18 Season Catalog, 
call or visit us on the web.

855-993-6497
pecan@womacknursery.com

E-NEWS IN
YOUR INBOX

SIGN UP TODAY AT 

TexasCoopPower.com
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GET DETAILS AND ENTER ONLINE AT

TexasCoopPower.com
Visit Galveston.com for visitor information.

Win a
Galveston 
Getaway

 

Purchase or Refinance 
Hobby Farm, Ranch or Ranchette 

15 or 30 year fixed rate mortgage 
5 to 160+ acres 
Loan amounts from $50,000 - $2,000,000 
Outbuildings, Livestock, Schedule F allowed 

  

Apply today at www.fscap.com 
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Focus on Texas

UPCOMING CONTESTS

MAY PROM NIGHT                                                                         DUE JANUARY 10

JUNE TRACTORS                                                                         DUE FEBRUARY  10

JULY OPPOSITES                                                                               DUE MARCH  10

All entries must include name, address, daytime phone and co-op affiliation, plus the
contest topic and a brief description of your photo. 

ONLINE: Submit highest-resolution digital images at TexasCoopPower.com/contests. MAIL:

Focus on Texas, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor, Austin, TX 78701. A stamped, self-addressed
envelope must be included if you want your entry returned (approximately six weeks).
Please do not submit irreplaceable photographs—send a copy or duplicate. We do not
accept entries via email. We regret that Texas Co-op Power cannot be responsible for 
photos that are lost in the mail or not received by the deadline.

Snow Day
There’s a patch of old snow in a corner / That I should have guessed
Was a blow-away paper the rain / Had brought to rest.

It is speckled with grime as if / Small print overspread it,
The news of a day I've forgotten—/ If I ever read it.   —Robert Frost

GRACE ARSIAGA

WEB EXTRAS a See Focus on Texas online for more photos from readers.

o VIRGINIA GLOVER, Farmers EC: The front entry 
to Glover’s driveway in Wylie

d DANNY PICKENS, Cherokee County EC: “This little
dog caught my attention as he was chasing and 
catching snowflakes.”

o CHARLOTTE SANDERS, Cherokee County EC: “The gals, Sadie and Nadine, our late 1940s
8N Fords, and Oscar, the orange Kubota” 

o LAUREN MCCLAIN, Cooke County EC: “Abigail, 6,
delights in unexpected snow in North Texas.”

o MIKE PRESTIGIACOMO,
Bartlett EC: Tranquility on 
a snowy day
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20
Lake Jackson Dee Dee Bridgewater in
concert, (979) 230-3156, clarion.brazosport.edu

Luckenbach 11th Annual Blues Festival,
(830) 997-3224, luckenbachtexas.com

January
7
Galveston Symphony Orchestra, 
1-800-821-1894, thegrand.com

12
Comfort [12–13] Kendall County Junior
Livestock Show and Sale, (830) 249-9343,
visitboerne.org

San Angelo [12–13] Tom Green County Fair
and Junior Livestock Show, (325) 659-6522,
sanangelorodeo.com

13
Beaumont 117th Anniversary of the Lucas
Gusher, (409) 880-1750, spindletop.org

College Station Boots and Barbecue,
(979) 696-2787, acbv.org 

Round Top Thomas Burritt and James Dick
in concert, (979) 249-3129, festivalhill.org

18
Tyler Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Cinderella, (903) 566-7424, cowancenter.org

Q U I LT:  C AT H E R I N E  J O N E S  |  D R E A M ST I M E .CO M .  B O OTS :  J U L I OA L DA N A  |  D R E A M ST I M E .CO M .  B I R D :  C A R LO S  M .  E S C A M I L L A  |  R I O  G RA N D E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  ST U DY  C E N T E R  

Pick of the Month
Spring Blossoms 
Quilt Show
Brenham February 2–3
(979) 830-1950, friendshipquiltguild.weebly.com 

This show is judged and features contempo-
rary and traditional quilts, as well as quilts for
sale, a boutique and vendors. Attendees have
a chance to win a door prize or participate in
a raffle. 

Around Texas Event Calendar

January 13
College Station
Boots and Barbecue

©2018 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at 
mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Certain restrictions apply. Ref Code 606

800-447-7436 | mortonbuildings.com

Buy now and save during our annual Building Value Days sale!

When you build with Morton, you build something that lasts. The
quality of our materials, our craftsmen, and our industry-leading
warranty will ensure your satisfaction for generations to come. 

Garages | Hobby Shops | Farm Buildings | Equestrian | Commercial | General Purpose | Homes



February 7–10
Laredo
Birding Festival
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Submit Your Event!
We pick events for the magazine directly from
TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your event for
March by January 10, and it just might be fea-
tured in this calendar. 

Surfside Beach Dunes Day, (979) 864-1541,
brazoriacountyparks.org

21
McAllen Marathon, (956) 681-3333, 
mcallenmarathon.com

Waco With This Ring Bridal Extravaganza,
(254) 772-8890, withthisringbridalshow.com

25
Lufkin The Lettermen in concert, 
(936) 633-0349, thepines.visitlufkin.com

Orange A Night With Janis Joplin, 
(409) 886-5535, lutcher.org

Wimberley [25–28] Art and Soul, 
(512) 847-2201, facebook.com/
wimberleyartandsoul

26
Fredericksburg Women’s Ranch Seminar,
(325) 622-4625, hccwseminar.com

27
Fredericksburg Hill Country Indian 
Artifact Show, (830) 626-5561, 
hillcountryindianartifacts.com

Nocona Mardi Gras Ball, (940) 825-3526,
nocona.org

Bulverde [27–28] Chamber Rodeo, 
(830) 438-4285, bsbchamberrodeo.com

31
Pine Springs Sunset Hike to the Salt Basin
Dunes, (915) 828-3251, nps.gov/gumo

February
1
South Padre Island [1–3] SPI Kite Fest,
(956) 761-1248, spikitefest.com

2
Clute [2–4, 9–11] Cabaret, (979) 265-7661,
bcfas.org

3
Corpus Christi Chamber Music 
Society: Jeremy Denk and Stefan Jackiw, 
(361) 877-8393, corpuschristichambermusic.org

6
Bandera Cowboy Capital Opry, 
(830) 796-4969, silversagecorral.org

7
Laredo [7–10] Birding Festival, 
(956) 718-1063, laredobirdingfestival.org
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TEXAS MEDICAL PLANS

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT COVERAGE

1-888-888-6698
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The Woodlands Town Center, the
heart of the master-planned community
north of Houston, feels like a small town,
with hotels, restaurants and shops. But it
has a natural side, too. The combination
makes for a perfect getaway.

The Woodlands Waterway Marriott
gave me easy access to the Waterway, a
walkable, 1.4-mile water feature that con-
nects parts of Town Center. At Grimaldi’s
Pizzeria, in a two-story brick building with
a patio overlooking Waterway Square, I
dug into a classic pizza Margherita cooked
in a coal-fired brick oven, serenaded by a
cascading water wall that puts on a light-
and-music show every evening.

After lunch, I strolled along the water
and into a lush landscape surrounding a
60,000-gallon koi pond populated by more
than 30 fish in a bright palette—every 
combination of orange, white, black and
yellow. The scene brought to mind an ice
cream truck that spilled a load of Dream-
sicles, Eskimo Pies and lemon sherbet. The
peaceful spot invites lingering, but I had 
an appointment with a kayak at the Riva 
Row Boat House, another short walk away.

The boathouse faces a pleasant lagoon,
but the more adventurous can paddle
about 20 minutes to 200-acre Lake Wood-
lands. Circle Mitchell Island to see bird and
plant life, including great blue herons, and
paddle another 30 minutes to a park at the
south end of the lake, or 20 minutes north
to Hughes Landing. Hop ashore and walk
to one of a half-dozen restaurants (if you
didn’t order a picnic from Riva Row).

Those who bring gear can try their
hand at catch-and-release fishing for
bream, bass and catfish on the lake. In
addition to kayaks, the boathouse rents

standup paddleboards, and staffers pro-
vide tips and techniques.

After a quick stop back at the hotel, I
took advantage of a free trolley ride to the
Market Street area. Evoking a small-town
main square, Market Street contains more
than 70 shops and restaurants around a
central green area punctuated with playful
bronze sculptures. These include Two Plus
Two Equal One, a pair of bicyclists by
Harry Marinsky; Primrose, a life-sized
donkey by Dawn Weimer; and Spammy,
an adorable pig in a wheelbarrow by Joffa
Kerr. In fact, at least 54 sculptures grace
The Woodlands proper, ranging from a
lifelike herd of whitetail deer to a cluster
of geometric boulders. 

On Market Street, 1252 Tapas Bar serves
Spanish tapas and entrées, an interna-
tional wine list, craft beers, house-made
sangria and craft cocktails beneath a
swirling, life-sized representation of a 
flamenco dancer. My ceviche had just the
right tang, and succulent shrimp topped
shrimp aioli tapas.

The next morning, I enjoyed a hearty
breakfast of Texas-cut challah French toast
with eggs, sausage and potatoes at Black 
Walnut Café to fuel up for a morning of
hiking at George Mitchell Nature Preserve.

The 1,700-acre preserve occupies the
flood plain of Spring Creek, and the mix 
of wetlands, bottomland and forest took 
me back in time to this area’s wild days.
From the Flintridge Drive trailhead, I
walked a 2-mile loop through thick stands
of pine, oak and sweetgum trees along 
with yaupon holly, American beautyberry
and wax myrtle. A side trail leads to Bedias
Lake, where bald eagles, osprey and herons
appear in season. A longer bike trail twists
inside the hiking loop for 3 miles. According
to Fred LeBlanc, environmental manager
for The Woodlands, plans call for a 12,000-
acre linear park system stretching nearly
40 miles along Spring Creek from Tomball
to the San Jacinto River.

Some 200 miles of wooded hike and
bike paths weave between The Woodlands’
parks, lakes, ponds, and shopping and
entertainment venues. I look forward to
exploring on two wheels during my next
trip and, if I time it right, enjoying a con-
cert at the outdoor Cynthia Woods Mitchell
Pavilion amphitheater.

Read more of Melissa Gaskill’s writing at
melissagaskill.blogspot.com.

Hit the Road

Weekend in The Woodlands
Natural experiences weave in well with downtown development

BY MELISSA GASKILL
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WEB EXTRAS a Read this story online
to see a slideshow from The Woodlands.

.

The Woodlands Waterway



Clip this offer and please call today!

>> Choose from 4 benefit levels - up to $25,000!

>> Rates “lock-in” at the age you enroll - never   
 go up again!

>> Call for your FREE all-by-mail enrollment packet!

>> Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-230-8332
Or enroll online at 
www.GetMutualDirect.com

Now, from United of Omaha Life Insurance Company and Companion Life Insurance Company...

This is a solicitation of insurance, an agent (In OR & WA: producer) may contact you. These policies contain benefits, 
reductions, limitations, and exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits during the  
first two years of policy ownership. Policy Form ICC11L057P or state equivalent (in FL: 7722L-0505; in NY: 827Y-0505). 
 Not available in all states. In NY, during the first two years, 110% of premiums will be paid. Website unavailable for NY residents. 
EASY WAY Whole Life Insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, Omaha, NE 68175, which is licensed 
nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, NY 
11788. Each company is responsible for its own financial and contractual obligations. *Age eligibility and benefits may vary by state. 
**In FL policy is renewable until age 121.

AFN44167_0113

Plus...
Proceeds paid directly to your beneficiary

Builds cash value and is renewable up to age 100!** ...  

Then automatically pays YOU full benefit amount!

Policy cannot be canceled – EVER – because of  
changes in health!

Whole Life Insurance.

Our graded death benefit whole life insurance policy can be used to 

pay funeral costs, final medical expenses...or other monthly bills. 

You know how important it can be to help protect your family from 

unnecessary burdens after you pass away. Maybe your own parents 

or loved one did the same for you. OR, maybe they DIDN’T and you 

sure wish they would have! 

The important thing is that, right now, you can make a decision that 

could help make a difficult time a little easier for your loved ones. 

It’s a responsible, caring and affordable decision. And, right now, it’s 

something you can do with one simple phone call.

You may have been putting off purchasing life insurance, but you 

don’t have to wait another day. This offer is a great opportunity to 

help start protecting your family today.

Why this policy?  Why now? 

Are you between the ages  
of 45 and 85*?
Then this GUARANTEED 
ACCEPTANCE policy is for YOU!

NO medical exam! NO health questions!

Your affordable monthly rate will “lock-in” at 
your enrollment age* ...

$3,000.00
Benefit

$5,000.00
Benefit

$10,000.00
Benefit

$25,000.00
Benefit

Age

45-49

50-54
55-59

60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-85

Male

$10.45
$11.50
$14.20

$17.20
$20.50
$27.40
$37.00
$50.50

Female

$8.80
$9.70
$11.95

$13.30
$16.00
$21.40
$30.10
$42.55

Male

$16.75

$18.50
$23.00

$28.00
$33.50
$45.00
$61.00
$83.50

Female

$14.00

$15.50
$19.25

$21.50
$26.00
$35.00
$49.50
$70.25

Male

$32.50

$36.00
$45.00

$55.00
$66.00
$89.00
$121.00
$166.00

Female

$27.00

$30.00
$37.50

$42.00
$51.00
$69.00
$98.00
$139.50

Male

$79.75

$88.50
$111.00

$136.00
$163.50
$221.00
$301.00
$413.50

Female

$66.00

$73.50
$92.25

$103.50
$126.00
$171.00
$243.50
$347.25

The rates above include a $12 annual policy fee.




