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VALUE + KIT BUILDINGS
THE LATEST INNOVATION FROM MUELLER

Our Value+ kits are a flexible and affordable addition to your farm,
ranch, home or business. These engineered, bolt-together, galvanized
buildings are 100% cold formed, which means lighter materials to
handle and a faster turnaround time than traditional red-iron frames.
Rest assured that your Mueller building is made right here in America
and backed by a company in business for over 90 years.

Y o

MUELLER, INC.

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS

L earn more at; www.muellerinc.com
8/7/-2-MUELLER (877-268-3533)




TexasGeopPower

October 2021

08 Learning
Rocks

Comstock high school coursework
includes rock art research with
Shumla archaeologists.

By Pam LeBlanc
Photos by Erich Schlegel

ON THE COVER
Karen Steelman of the Shumla
archaeological research center leads
students through the Fate Bell Shelter.
Photo by Erich Schlegel

ABOVE

A drone's view of Pedernales Electric
Cooperative infrastructure.

Photo courtesy Pedernales EC
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Co-0ps
Shine

When 4.5 million homes and
businesses lost power in
February, consumers found
the co-op response better
than that of other power
providers.

By Joe Holley
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CURRENTS

A Stacked Deck

BRYAN BERG HOLDS THE WORLD RECORD for tallest free-standing house
of cards—25 feet, 9%s inches—which he built October 16, 2007, at the State
Fair of Texas in Dallas. A year earlier at the fair, he built the Dallas skyline
as fairgoers waited in line for hours to watch.

Berg, who has an architecture degree, used more than 1,000 decks of
cards, which weigh about 140 pounds, just for the tallest spire in his
world-record tower.
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America’'s
Lifelines

Electric cooperatives,
which celebrate National
Co-op Month in October,
own and maintain 42% of
the electric distribution
lines that serve American
communities. That
equates to 2.7 million
miles of line, including
340,774 miles in Texas.

October 1

National Homemade
Cookie Day

Find the best recipes by searching
"cookies" at TexasCoopPower.com/food.

NBA LAUNCHES
IN TEXAS

The NBA came to Texas 50 years ago,
when the San Diego Rockets migrated
to Houston. A vibrant San Diego aero-
space industry inspired the team name,
and it fit perfectly in Houston, home
of the Johnson Space Center.

The Houston Rockets lost their
first game, 105-94, to the Philadelphia
76ers on October 14, 1971, at Hof-
heinz Pavilion.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

CARDS: COURTESY BRYAN BERG. COOKIE: EVERYDAYPLUS | DREAMSTIME.COM



EGG DROP: COURTESY BAILEY COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. FREDERICKSBURG: BLAKE MISTICH | COURTESY VISITFREDERICKSBURGTX.COM

“If sad, eat

cookie. If still

sad, talk to

doctor. Sounds

serious.”

—COOKIE MONSTER

FINISH THIS
SENTENCE

| WISH | WAS
THERE WHEN ...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses

to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post. Include
your co-op and town. Below are some

of the responses to our August prompt:
It's so hot ...

| saw the squirrels picking up nuts
with a potholder.

PATSY CHEEK
VIA FACEBOOK

Lizards are crawling in the fire to
get under the shade of the skillet.

GENE OSBORNE
WOOD COUNTY EC
HAINESVILLE

I had to get in my hot tub to cool off.

CHARLES BAUCH
VIA FACEBOOK

Popcorn's poppin' in the field.

LINDA HIGGS
VIA FACEBOOK

My chickens lay boiled eggs.

KAREN ALLISON
NUECES EC
ROBSTOWN

You catch precooked fish.

TERRI HARVEY
VIA FACEBOOK

To see more responses, read
Currents online.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Eggs-pert
Students

LEAVE IT TO FIRST GRADERS to hatch solutions to a fun challenge: Can
you drop eggs without breaking them?

Students at Dillman Elementary School in Muleshoe, with help from
employees and a bucket truck from Bailey County Electric Cooperative,
proved it’s possible.

The kids protected raw eggs with methods that included exoskeletons
of straws, boxes with packing, parachutes and even jars of peanut butter—
ideas they concocted with their parents, teachers and fellow students. Then
technician Matthew Edwards of Bailey County EC went up about 25 feet in
the bucket and dropped dozens of them, one at a time. About half of the
eggs landed intact.

“Their creativity was amazing,” says Letti Tovar, Dillman principal.
“Some of those things I would have never thought of.”

Contests and More

ON TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Texas' Best

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS
Public Art

WIN 2 NIGHTS IN FREDERICKSBURG
Help Fredericksburg celebrate its
175th anniversary with a two-night
getaway that includes lodging, dining
and attractions. Enter now to win.
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ERIC W. POHL

TCP TALK

Goin' to the Chapel

I'want to thank Chet Garner for his Hit
the Road articles. One especially in-
trigued me: Where Artistry Congregates
[March 2021].

My husband, Humberto, and I decided
to visit the painted churches for our 50th
wedding anniversary. Following Chet’s
lead, we grabbed kolache and started our
tour in Dubina.

The shrines were glorious. We were so
reminded of our visits to Rome in all that
splendor.

Hunter is a world
changer [Easing
Life's Baggage,
August 2021].

TANYA RENEE
PANIAGUA
VIA FACEBOOK

Nelda Martinez
Medina EC
Hebbronville

COURTESY CHET GARNER

Easing Life's Baggage

“Day 1Bags needs to be in
every state. Such an
incredible project that has
helped so many. I love the
idea of supporting high
school foster kids.”

MICHELE JAQUISS
VIA FACEBOOK

No Stopping McVea
Opposing teams had no
solution for Warren McVea’s

Sparkling Review
I enjoyed learning about John
S. Chase in An Unlikely Blue-

print [July 2021]. Gems like
this make me appreciate
Texas Co-op Power and keep
me looking forward to the
next issue.

speed and agility [Ground-
breaking Cougar, Currents,
July 2021]. It was a couple of
years later that the old South-
west Conference started

recruiting Black athletes.

Les Meads Neither McVea nor the Uni-
Guadalupe Valley EC K .
Saint Hedwig versity of Houston got their

just due for opening the door

for Black athletes in Texas.
Limitless Appreciation

Phil Dolezal
Parent Imperfect [June 2021] Trinity Valley EC
spoke to me on a personal Sugar Land

level. It reaffirmed the feeling
of embarrassment most

of us have as adolescents that
lovingly grows into a limitless
appreciation for that “imper-
fect parent” as we go through
adulthood and realize we also
are the imperfect parent.

WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric
co-op and town. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.

Nadalynn Jenkins
HILCO EC
Glenn Heights

@ ©® O O @ Texas Co-op Power
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Make your home more comfortahle than ever

Your upgrade from couch to
first class has been approved.

Whether you want to sleep, read or watch TV the perfect sleep chair is . . . Just perfect

NOW
also available in
Genuine Italian Leather
and New Chestnut Color
(as pictured here)

You can’t always lie down in bed and sleep.
Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or back aches -
and dozens of other ailments and worries. Those
are the nights you’d give anything for a comfortable
chair to sleep in: one that reclines to exactly the right
degree, raises your feet and legs just where you want
them, supports your head and shoulders properly, and
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and more.
More than a chair or recliner, it's designed to provide
total comfort. Choose your preferred heat

and massage settings, for hours of soothing
relaxation. Reading or watching TV? Our chair’s
recline technology allows you to pause the chair in an
infinite number of settings. And best of all, it features
a powerful lift mechanism that tilts the entire chair
forward, making it easy to stand. You'll love the other
benefits, too. It helps with correct spinal alignment
and promotes back pressure relief, to prevent back and

REMOTE CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO
2. A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

¥ Footrest may
vary by model

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & durability

Long Lasting DuralLux™ (Burgundy)
stain & water repellent

MicroLux™ Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, it’s
the best sleep chair I've ever had.”
\ — J. Fitzgerald, VA

W Three Chairs
in One

' Sleep/Recline/Lift

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

muscle pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort.
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced

arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has a
battery backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in shipping charge.
Professionals will deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack it, inspect it, test
it, position it, and even carry the packaging away! You
get your choice of Genuine ltalian Leather, stain and
water repellent custom-manufactured DuralLux™ with
the classic leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber
in a variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut
color only available in Genuine Italian Leather.
Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-888-718-9645

Please mention code 115660 when ordering.

Chestnut

Mahogany

Tan Chocolate Blue

Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged
or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2021 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

46571
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Comstock high school coursework
includes rock art research with
Shumla archaeologists

BY PAM LEBLANC « PHOTOS BY ERICH SCHLEGEL

The Maker of Peace sculpture stands
outside the Seminole Canyon State
Park and Historic Site visitors center.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM




ON A BREEZY APRIL MORNING, five Comstock high school
seniors clamber around boulders and hop across a stream
in Seminole Canyon on their way to inspect some of the
finest examples of rock art in the world.

After a 20-minute hike, they reach the foot of Fate Bell
Shelter, a curved hollow midway up a cliff wall that’s big
enough for a game of baseball. The students, along with
science teacher Kayme Tims and chemist Karen Steelman,
scramble up to the rocky amphitheater, where they can see
faded red, yellow and black images painted there more
than 2,000 years ago.

“This place is so special, and it’s not just because of the
rock art,” says Steelman, science director of the plasma
oxidation lab at Shumla Archaeological Research and Educa-
tion Center in Comstock, explaining that ancient fiber mats,
sandals and rabbit furs have been found in the rock shelters

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

LEFT Comstock student Sammy Isaac reaches into
a hole where grains or paint dust were stored some
2,000 years ago inside the Fate Bell Shelter. ABOVE
Students found a projectile point while working with
Shumla archaeologists at Seminole Canyon.

that line this canyon in the Lower Pecos Canyonlands. “This
is one of the best places to study hunter-gatherers. We can
see more than stone tools. We can see how they lived.”

The rock shelters—more than 300 have been identified
in Val Verde County—also serve as valuable classrooms for
students in their final year of high school in Comstock, a
tiny, one-school town of fewer than 300 people about 30
miles northwest of Del Rio. Every senior in the Comstock
Independent School District—there are seven for the 2020-
2021 school year—works alongside archaeologists and
chemists as they study the region’s renowned rock art.

In the past few years, students from the school have
helped build a plasma oxidation instrument that scientists
will use to extract organic material from paint flakes so they
can date the rock art. Previous classes have labeled rock art
murals, measured painted images, entered data into com-
puters and learned how to use imaging software. In short,
the program, introduced in 2013 and structured as an inter-
disciplinary internship, allows the students from a small
school in South Texas to learn sophisticated archaeological
analysis and physical sciences from the pros.

The class not only helps Shumla, a nonprofit organiza-
tion founded more than 20 years ago to study and docu-
ment rock art in the region, but also gives the students
hands-on experience in a working laboratory.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, class looks a little
different this year. Steelman and Tims meet with the stu-
dents two or three times a week via Zoom. Besides studying
various styles of rock art and learning how ancient people
used animal fat and crushed minerals to make paint, the
students study plants that were used for food, clothing and
shelter. They learned, for example, that cochineal, a type of
scale insect that lives on prickly pear cactus, was used to
make red and orange dyes.

OCTOBER 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9



Science teacher Kayme
Tims leaps across a stream
in Seminole Canyon.

“I have two goals: first, teach
some chemistry using the archaeol-
ogy of the Lower Pecos as a frame-
work. Second, teach students an
appreciation for the amazing cul-
tural archaeology that’s right in our
backyard,” Steelman says.

That plan is working. At Fate Bell
Shelter, the students use a smart-
phone app called DStretch to photo-
graph the artwork and then enhance
its color so the images are more
clearly visible.

“I think it’s pretty cool that it’s
right here in our backyard,” says
Sammy Isaac, 18, of Comstock as
the images jump into focus.

“Can you imagine painting some-
thing and it lasting that long?”
Steelman says as the students point
out features of the Lower Pecos
River style artwork—anthropomor-
phic figures with outstretched arms,
holding bundles of what look like
darts. “These were master artists;
they were good.”

SCIENTISTS AT SHUMLA recently
helped secure National Historic
Landmark status for the rock art in
the Lower Pecos Canyonlands, one
of the most important archaeologi-
cal regions in the world, according
to French prehistorian Jean Clottes.
And last year they completed comprehensive documenta-
tion of 233 rock art sites for the Alexandria Project, their
effort to preserve these oldest “books” of painted texts in
North America.

Together Steelman and Tims have taught successive
groups of Comstock seniors about concepts from pigment
analysis to radiocarbon dating. The educators say they
hope the basic chemistry knowledge will give students an
edge in college and an appreciation of the cultural impor-
tance of where they live.

“I hope they realize what we have here, that it’s unique;
they grew up somewhere with significance,” Tims says.

Back in the Fate Bell Shelter, the students gather in front
of the faint outline of a figure, one hand holding what looks
like a bundle of sticks. They note that some of the figures’
hair looks like it’s standing on end—a characteristic known
as piloerection that has various interpretations.

At one point, the five students line up in front of one
section of the mural, laughing a little as they re-create a scene
on the wall depicting five figures, one with its arms reaching

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2021

skyward. Experts don’t know for sure, but some believe
paintings like this represent spiritual or religious beliefs.

“The rock art tells stories about family, religion and past
events,” says Courtney White, 18, of Del Rio. “When I found
out about it, I learned more respect for the people who
made it. What they painted was heartfelt. What was impor-
tant to them should be important to me.”

After 45 minutes of exploring the Fate Bell Shelter, the
group climbs down and hikes another mile along the rugged
creek bed, scrambling through underbrush, hopping over
streams and climbing up smooth rock to another shelter,
known to scientists as 41VV75. This site, Steelman tells the
students, has been used for more than 8,000 years, although
the images painted on its walls are half that age, according to
radiocarbon testing. The students explore the site, noticing
fibers from ancient mats made of plants. A few look down the
canyon, talking about what it must have been like to live here.

Only a fraction of the rock art in the Lower Pecos
Canyonlands has been radiocarbon-dated. “That’s one
thing students are helping me with—developing a labora-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



‘The rock art tells
stories about family,
religion and past
events. When | found
out about it, | learned
more respect for the
people who made it.
What they painted
was heartfelt. What
was important to
them should be
important to me.’

ToP A student uses the DStretch app to
photograph and enhance rock art. ABOVE
Students in the Shumla research lab.

WEB EXTRA Find more photos
with this story online and learn more
about cochineal in The Bugs That Make
You See Red from February 2019.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

tory at Shumla so we can do more research and study the
ages of different styles of art and how [the style] may have
changed through time,” Steelman says.

After breaking for lunch next to huge boulders in the
canyon, the students load up and head back to Shumla
headquarters, housed in what was once a U.S. Border Patrol
building in Comstock. There, they file into the lab to check
out a plasma oxidation instrument built by the previous
year’s students. The instrument spans nearly an entire wall,
its row of orangey-red lights reminiscent of the heating
lamps used to keep fried chicken or pies warm at a fast-
food restaurant.

But this $83,000 piece of equipment, funded through a
grant from the National Science Foundation, won’t be used
to warm lunch; Steelman and Lori Barkwill-Love, a college
intern, will use it to extract organic material from dime-
sized flakes of paint carefully obtained from rock art
murals. That material will be sent to another lab for radio-
carbon dating.

“The instrument is custom-built with all these parts,
basically like Lego blocks,” Steelman says. “It was the per-
fect opportunity for students to come into the lab and help.”

This year’s class will build on the work of last year’s
seniors. Before the school year ends, they will assemble a
new electrode array for the plasma oxidation instrument in
this world-class lab. The project requires scientific design
as well as practical skills such as drilling through PVC pipe,
threading copper wire through the piping and measuring
twice so you only have to cut once.

And those are lessons that most students never get in
high school. ®
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COURTESY PEDERNALES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

BY JOE HOLLEY

Members
counted on Texas

WE TEXANS CAN TELL TALES about weather
extremes, usually a devastating tornado or a
hurricane, a flash flood or a lingering drought.
Occasionally we’ll recall a bone-chilling West
Texas norther or a Panhandle blizzard, but we
have less experience with the vicissitudes of
winter cold.

Until February 13, 2021. That’s when a polar
vortex smashed its way into the record books, disrupting
lives and livelihoods and laying claim to being one of the
worst natural disasters in Texas history. We’ll be telling
stories about this winter for years to come.

More than 4.5 million homes and businesses lost power
during the storm, which was likely the most expensive
natural disaster in Texas history, causing more than $295
billion in damages. The official death toll stands at 210.

So how do Texans feel about their electricity providers’
response to the unprecedented crisis? That’s the question
the Hobby School of Public Affairs at the University of
Houston asked 1,500 Texans served by the electric grid
managed by the Electrical Reliability Council of Texas.

The answer? Consumers rated their electric cooperative’s

response better than did consumers of other power providers.

Survey results were clear. “Overall, electric cooperatives
significantly outperformed their rivals in the eyes of their
customers during the winter storm of 2021,” the Hobby
School concluded.

Some 52% of co-op members who lost power agreed that
the power cuts in their area were carried out in an equitable
manner. That’s more than twice the positive response
received by customers of investor-owned utilities operating
in the state.

“Co-ops tend to be closer to their customers,” said Kirk
Watson, dean of the Hobby School when the study took
place and a former state senator. “Those relationships
matter when it comes to trust and even just giving the
benefit of the doubt when times get rough. Also, my experi-
ence tells me that co-ops tend to communicate more rou-
tinely with folks, and of course that makes a world of
difference in a crisis.”

That valuable communication was noticed by co-op
members.

“As a recent transplant to Fannin County, I just wanted to
say how impressed I have been with your updates and com-
munication this week,” Joyce Buchanan wrote on Face-
book. She’s a Fannin County Electric Cooperative member
who recently moved to McKinney from Ontario, Canada.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

electric co-ops
during the
deep freeze

“They have been timely,
informative and so
helpful in letting us know
what to expect from

day to day, sometimes
hour to hour.”

The survey found that
co-ops performed their
core functions better than the commercial utilities and con-
sumers believed that co-ops were better able to respond to
crises like the February storm than were other electric utilities.

Kathi Calvert is pretty sure she knows why. Calvert,
general manager of Crockett-based Houston County EC for
the past eight years, points out that the co-op’s East Texas
members were aware that co-op employees were right there
with them, experiencing the same misery and hardships
they were. They would not have known that about large,
anonymous utilities headquartered who-knows-where.

They saw co-op employees leaving their own dark and
powerless homes and making their way to work with sev-
eral inches of snow and ice covering the ground, tempera-
tures near zero. They saw bucket trucks in the community
and linemen clambering up ice-encrusted poles.

She also made sure that when customers called in, they
got their questions answered by a person—a member of
their own community—even if the answer about such
things as rotating outages may not have been what they
wanted to hear. She had human resources and accounts
payable employees—whoever was available—answering
phones and keeping customers informed. She also made
sure social media was providing the latest information.

“It was a team effort, a community-based effort,” Calvert
said. “That’s why co-ops are trusted.”

EVEN DURING THE STORM, co-op members expressed
agreement with that sentiment. Brittany Brewer, a Fannin
County EC member, posted this on the co-op’s Facebook
page February 18: “We are lucky to have such a transpar-
ent power provider.”

Cameron Smallwood, CEO of United Cooperative Serv-
ices, a Burleson-based co-op serving parts of North Texas,
told Texas lawmakers a similar story during testimony
before legislative committees in February. United not only
prepared members in advance for the likelihood of debili-
tating winter weather, Smallwood explained, but the co-op
used every means of communication available to keep its
members informed.
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Communications is “part of our DNA,” he said. “Our
understanding is that customers from other utilities were
watching our social media and information because they
were lacking information [from their providers].”

State Rep. Shelby Slawson of Stephenville told Small-
wood that she is a UCS member. “We’ve heard a lot about
the importance of communication with the public. I want
to openly commend you and United Co-op for the way you
handled that,” she said.

Julie Parsley, CEO of Pedernales EC, reported to her
board of directors a few weeks after life had pretty much
returned to normal. She recalled that co-op linemen and
other workers “were doing dangerous jobs in difficult
conditions” during 165 consecutive hours of subfreezing
temperatures. They were working 16-hour shifts in temper-
atures colder than Anchorage, Alaska. Information tech-
nology employees who had lost power at home worked out
of their cars; member relations agents stayed in hotels
close to PEC offices; and the co-op’s urgent team was on
the job 24/7, dealing with snow, ice and mud even after
the storm subsided.

Systems and equipment occasionally failed, “but the
spirit and the resiliency of our employees surpassed that,”
Parsley reported. “Our next step is to bring our systems up
to the level of our employees, frankly.”

Less than one-fourth of co-op members rated poor or very
poor how their co-op handled the rolling outages ERCOT
required to reduce power demand. Well more than half of
all other power providers’ customers rated their utility’s
performance as poor or very poor.

So why did Texas’ 66 electric distribution cooperatives
perform better than the municipal and investor-owned
utilities? Those who conducted the survey—Watson, senior
director and researcher Renée Cross, and Rice University
political scientist Mark Jones—suggest that co-ops have
built up a reservoir of trust among their members over
decades of community-focused service.

“The customers of electric cooperatives are more likely
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They saw co-op employees
leaving their own dark and
powerless homes and making
their way to work with several
inches of snow and ice covering
the ground, temperatures near
zero. They saw bucket trucks in
the community and linemen clam-
bering up ice-encrusted poles.

LEFT The iced lines of Rio Grande EC.
ABOVE A San Bernard EC crew works
to restore power.

to believe their electric utility has their best interests at
heart than do the customers of commercial electric utili-
ties,” the report said, “and therefore ... are more likely to
rate their electricity utility in a positive manner.” @

m WEB EXTRA Find the
complete Hobby School
report with this story online.
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COURTESY RIO GRANDE AND SAN BERNARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES



Window & Door

OCTOBER
LIGHTNING

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

This Lightning Sale is striking quickly, so
we’re only offering this great window &
patio door discount during the month
of October.

Sale ends October 31t

Buy one window or door,
get one window or door

~ ¥ $50 OFF
iceore J 3229

every window and door’

NO NO NO for!

2
Money Down Payments Interest yea r

Austin Dallas/Fort Worth

5@/ RENEWAL _Callforyour  512.298-1858 + 469-606-5229
S 4

San Antonio

Door Diagnosis 210-961-9990 ¢ TopWindowSolution.com

Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more, buy 2 windows or doors, get the second two windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off — applied
to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase — just have your free Window and Door Diagnosis on or before 10/31/21. $50 discount valid during first

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

appointment only. 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance
Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Products are marketed, sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen
retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas

Windows & Doors LLG, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com.
©2021 Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. Al rights reserved.




UPPER CLASS JUST GOT
LOWER PRICED —

Finally, luxury built for value—

not for false status
Until Stauer came along, you needed an inheritance

to buy a timepiece with class and refinement.
Not any more. The Stauer Magnificat II embodies
the impeccable quality and engineering once
found only in the watch collections of the idle
rich. Today, it can be on your wrist. {
The Magnificat II has the kind of
thoughtful design that harkens back to
those rare, 150-year-old moon phases that
once could only be found under glass in a
collector’s trophy room. il |
Powered by 27 jewels, the Magniﬁmtl[ s
is wound by the movement of your body.
An exhibition back reveals the genius o
the engineering and lets you witness the
automatic rotor that enables you to wind
the watch with a simple flick of your wris
It took three years of development an
$26 million in advanced Swiss-buile wate
making machinery to create the Magnj
II. When we took the watch to renowne
watchmaker and watch historian Georg
Thomas, he disassembled it and studied
the escapement, balance wheel and the
rotor. He remarked on the detailed
guilloche face, gilt winding crown, and
the crocodile-embossed leather band. He
was intrigued by the three interior dials
for day, date, and 24-hour moon phases. He
estimated that this fine timepiece would cost
over $2,500. We all smiled and told him that
the Stauer price was less than $100. A truly
magnificent watch at a truly magnificent price!
Try the Magnificar II for 30 days and if you
are not receiving compliments, please return
the watch for a ﬁffll refund of the purchase price. The Stauer
The precision-built movement carries a 2 year Magm 1cat 11 is

warranty-against defect. If you trust your own good
taste, the Magnificat I is built for you. P 01087”86[ b)/ Your
own movemen

Stauer Maghnificat Il Timepiece $399*
Offer Code Price,$99 +S&pP SAVE $300!

You must use the offer code to get our special price.

1-800-333-2045 »

BEE

Your Offer Code: MAG587-08 Rating of A+ ¢ Luxurious gold-finished case with exposition back
S t @ 14101 Southcross Drive W., ¢ 27-jeweled automatic movement
Ste 155, Dept. MAG587-08 . g
Auer " 55‘ i ¢ Croc-embossed band fits wrists 634"-8%"
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
1 Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on e Water-resistant to 3 ATM

Stauer.com without your offer code.

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



~ Slippers That Hug Your Feet!

Surround Your
Feet In Therapeutic
Comfort!

Cape Cod
Slippers

Only $1 699
* Soft Plush
Lining e All-Day
* Suede Look Comfort For
Men & Women!
-‘ *

Helps Ease .
Discomfort Caused By:

e Gout e Arthritis
e Bunions ° Swe"ing
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Cape Cod style slippers wrap your feet in plush fleecy comfort, while the therapeutic
foam insole absorbs shock with every step you take! Special double-welted indoor, out-
door rubber soles protect feet from rocky surfaces. Enjoy all-day comfort with this light-
weight import made to last. Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

Connect With us @ DreamProducts.com | odertow 1_g00_530-2689 - sam-tamosr
Enter Your E-Mail Address & SAVE 10% .o '

ext Order *We may be required to collect sales tax. Please visit DreamProducts.com FAQ page
(Web Offers May Vary) if you need more information.
1 . 1
! Item #311572 Cape Cod Slippers Indicate Qty Under Size Q VISA U American Express Exp. Date !
i SM,
' | Ladies's M-213 (6-7) L-214 (8-9) XL-215 (10-11) 1 MasterCard 0 Discover®/NOVUSSMCards |
1 Card# _— \
1 1
s [ zwimn zmwemn oezsworma] | | | L[]
1 1
1 1
: Pair(s) Cape Cod Slippers @ $16.99 pr.| $ Name :
1 1
: FREE Shipping| FREE Address :
1 . . 1
: 5 i s o ]| § sz :
1 D (%4 Nd An Additional $2.95 $2.95 1
: (Receive within 3-6 days of receipt of order) Daytime Phone # :
| *Add applicable State & Local SALES TAX| $ \
1 H 1
= Please Print Clearly Total| $ Email — !
8 Mail to Dream Products Source 80011 To receive this offer on the web, you MUST |
: 412 Dream Lane, P.O. Box 3690, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3690 Code input the source code when ordering. !

______________________________________________________________________________________
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ELECTRIC NOTES

Add Insulation To Keep Warm

AS THE SEASON CHANGES to cooler weather, your thoughts
also might turn to keeping out the coming winter cold. Insulat-
ing the attic is an effective way to help keep your house cozy
and energy efficient—not just over the cool months but at all
times of the year.

The U.S. Department of Energy estimates homeowners could
reduce energy costs by 10%-50% with proper attic insulation.

Typically, houses in warm-weather states should have R-38
insulation in the attic, whereas houses in cold climates should
have R-49. Check with your local building department for code
requirements.

If you discover you need more insulation, you might be
worried about the process. Rest assured that in most cases, you
can add the new insulation on top of old insulation.

An exception to this is if the existing insulation is or has
been wet. Wet insulation can promote the growth of mold or
mildew and cause building materials to rot. If it’s wet or
appears to have water damage, you should look for the cause
and repair the problem to prevent it from happening again.
Then remove any wet or damaged insulation.

Here are some additional considerations for adding
insulation to an attic:

» Batt or rolled insulation and blown loose-fill insulation
(made of fiberglass or cellulose) can be installed on top of old
insulation.

» Do not place “faced” insulation on top of existing insula-
tion. Any new batt or roll of insulation added on top of existing
insulation in the attic needs to be without a vapor retardant, or
facing, because this paper between layers of insulation can trap

18 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2021

moisture. Any existing batt or roll insulation should place the
facing against an attic’s drywall floor—or have no facing at all.

» If you cannot find unfaced rolls of insulation, you can care-
fully pull the kraft paper off without much loss of insulation.

» If your new insulation is in rolls, you should roll it out
perpendicular to the joists. Be sure to use unfaced rolls or pull
off the kraft paper.

» You should not tack down rolled insulation. Insulation
needs to be fluffy to block heat flow. Squashing insulation flat
to tack it down will reduce the R-value, or effectiveness.

» If you discover vermiculite insulation in your attic, be sure
to have it tested before doing work there because it might
contain asbestos. If the test reveals that asbestos is present, a
certified removal expert should remove the vermiculite.

» You also can hire a contractor to blow loose-fill insulation
in your attic.

» If tackling the project yourself, be sure to take safety pre-
cautions, including wearing a long-sleeve shirt, gloves, eye
protection and a dust mask. Take care not to cover can lights
unless they are rated for contact with insulation. And be care-
ful not to step through the ceiling!

» Remember, a tightly sealed house is as important as insu-
lation, so fill all cracks in the living area and the attic with
caulk or expanding foam. Some areas to pay special attention
to are around attic windows, pipes, wires, exhaust fans and
ducts, and chimneys and flues. ®

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Prepare for
Extreme Storms

STORMS HAMMER Co-op Country with increasing frequency and severity,
and they can create challenging conditions.

To avoid disaster, be prepared for a sudden storm. Here are a few tips:

» If the power goes out, unplug all major electrical appliances and your
expensive electronics right away. This could prevent an electrical surge
from damaging the motors of those appliances when power is restored.

» Unplug basement appliances if you expect flooding.

» If water gets into the house, turn off the electricity to those areas
before stepping into a wet room. Stepping in water—even just a puddle—
that is touching plugged-in appliances can electrocute you.

» Before turning wet appliances back on, have an electrician inspect them.

» Keep the refrigerator door closed during a power outage. Food stays
good for up to four hours in an unopened refrigerator that remains cold. . .

» Keep a refrigerator thermometer on hand to check the temperature S tO p P re - rl n Sl n g
when power is restored. If food is still below 40 degrees, it’s safe to eat. :

» Find out ahead of time where you can get dry ice if the power is off for fo r th e D I S hwa S h e r
more than four hours. For situations when food in the refrigerator goes
bad, keep ready-to-eat, nonperishable food—and a manual can opener—
on hand. It’s also a good idea to have several containers of drinking water
available in case your well or municipal water source becomes contami-

IMGORTHAND | ISTOCK.COM

MODERN DISHWASHERS are such effi-
cient cleaners that you typically don't
need to rinse dishes before stacking
them on the racks. That saves water,

nated or unavailable. energy and time.
» Keep your vehicle’s gas tank full so that you’re not running on empty

if you need to evacuate or if there’s a fuel shortage. Here are five tips for helping your dish-
» If someone in the house is on a life-support system or relies on any washer clean and sanitize your dishes:

electric medical device, make a plan for where to take the person in case
of a power outage. Your electric co-op or local hospital can help you
formulate a plan. ®

» Scrape leftover food from plates and
bowls before placing them in the
dishwasher, but avoid pre-rinsing.

» Place dishes, glasses and flatware in
the appropriate compartments in your
dishwasher. This helps the machine
clean them properly the first time.

» Don't pack dishes in. Leave adequate
space between plates and bowls to
allow the water to circulate freely. And
don't let a large bowl or lid block the
water spray from reaching other dishes.

» Use a hot water cycle to remove dried-
on food, properly dissolve the dish-
washing detergent and sanitize the
dishes. Using the heated dry function
further sanitizes dishes but comes ata
cost to your electric bill.

» If your house has highly mineralized
water, fill both of your dishwasher's
detergent cups and use a rinsing
agent. @

=
o
<
<
5]
o
»—
@
x
o
2
o
pat
=
=

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM OCTOBER 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 19



- ey i . v '_." _—
- r ' - -
. Y oy 2
el e i
P E j’l,,- '\ 1,.': /-w—‘
& E %‘
P - -, L f
¥ e o
; L ' o~
1 . . ] P
{ |
a i

!

19 e

Al

Wrrr,
i

" Beachcombing
at home.

Texas Co-op Power presents an illustrated
Seashells of Texas poster by artist Aletha
St. Romain, 20x16 inches, suitable for framing.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com
for only $20 (price includes tax, shipping
¥ A S and handling).

Bonus offer: Get 2 posters shipped to the
same address for just $30.

. or2 for
e ——— w_— 530

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

From the publishers of TeXas GoapPower

Give friends and family
the Best of Texas.

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of best-loved recipes
from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas (ookbook and The Second Typically Texas (0okbook.

This cookbook s filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com and put 7he Best of
Typically Texas Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95
(price includes tax, shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically
Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of Texas Geop Power

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

20 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2021 TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Have you taken steps to pre-
pare for severe storms before
they strike? Here are some
important items to include in
your emergency kit:

First-aid kit

Cash (banks and ATMs may
be unavailable)

Battery-operated radio, flash-
light and extra batteries

Important documents and
records, photo IDs, proof of
residence

Three-day supply of non-
perishable food and three
gallons of bottled water per
person

Fire extinguisher

Blankets, sleeping bags and
extra clothing

Prescription medications,
copies of prescriptions, hear-
ing aids, eyeglasses and other
special medical items

Toilet paper, clean-up sup-
plies, duct tape, tarp, rope

Can opener, knife, tools

Your electric cooperative
encourages you to always
practice safety.
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DR Do it Right with

America’s Original == ¢ L

Field & Brush Mower e I

ENGINEERED AND BUILT

" Assembled in the USA
using domestic and
foreign parts.

e Mow grass up to 8" high
o Cut brush up to 3" thick
e Engines up to 22 HP

o Decks up to 34" wide

» Power steering
DRfieldbrush.com

DR Power Equipment
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- World’s Most POWERFUL

Tow-Behind

e Rated #1 in

vacuum power

EASY )
1-hand e Huge capacity

dumping! up to 321 gallons
e Folds flat for
storage

Walk-Behind

e For landscaped or smaller
properties

« Easy on/off 8-bushel
collector bag

« Self-propelled
models

available
ENGINEERED AND BUILT

! Assembled inthe USA. &
'_'l A *» k. '-& using domestic and
g foreign parts.

,.a-
i “" ey

DRleafvac.com

e
-
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" Make Stumps Disappeatr!
*y 2T &

* USA

ENGINEERED AND BUILT

Assembled in the USA .
using domesticand " [N
foreign parts. -

« Grind away stumps fast ¢ Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth

« Rotary head takes 360 « Self-propelled available
“bites” per second
DRstumpgrinder.com

GoDRpower.com




Clearing the Error

The risk of getting names wrong casts an uneasy spell over a newsroom

BY CLAY COPPEDGE * ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES STEINBERG

THE SMALL CENTRAL TEXAS community newspa-
per where I worked early in my career suffered a
series of unfortunate events in the late 1980s. Not
events, really. Errors. All of them concerned one of
the cardinal sins of journalism: getting a name wrong.

Over the course of a little more than a month, we
had misspelled the names of three people. We were
embarrassed, to be sure, but also a bit skittish. The
paper’s owner had suggested that heads would roll
if it happened again. So we focused even more than
usual on spelling names correctly whenever we
crossed paths with someone whose name we would
send to print.

The issue was foremost in our minds when the
phone rang in the newsroom early one afternoon,
and I, the lowly sports editor, was the only one in
the office to take the call. A woman on the other end
said, “Y’all got my name wrong in the paper today.”

My heart stopped. “Oh, no. Are you sure?”

“Of course I'm sure. I know how to spell my own
name!”

I reached across my desk for a copy of the latest
edition. “Which story are we talking about?”

“It’s not a story. It’s a picture. A big one. On the
front page.”

At the top of the page was a photo of several peo-
ple marching in front of the county courthouse and
carrying signs to protest their property taxes. The
caption identified four protesters. “Which one are
you?” I asked.

She told me her name, and sure enough, there
was a name that is pronounced like hers but with
a different spelling from what we had in the paper.
Itold her I'd check into it and call her back. About
that time, the photographer who took the picture
and wrote the caption wandered into the office.
Itold him about the call in the same sympathetic
tone I would have used if he’d just been fired. At
first he thought I was kidding.

“That’s impossible!” he swore, when he realized
Iwas serious. “She’s crazy! I triple-checked it.”

“What can I tell you? The woman claims she
knows how to spell her name.”

“Look,” he said, “not only did I write her name
down, I had her print it on my notepad, and I read it
back to her.” He fetched the notepad and showed
me the page with her name printed at the top and

24 TEXAS CO-OP POWER OCTOBER 2021

circled. I suggested he call the woman and clear
up the confusion, but he left the office in a hurry—
possibly to look for another job.

SoIcalled her back and told her I'd spoken with
the man who took her name down, and he swore up
one side and down the other that he verified with
her how to spell her name.

“Why, he never!” she said. “He never checked
with me at all.”

“Ma’am, I'll turn this over to the editor and see if
we can get it straightened out. We’ll run a correction
if we got it wrong.”

Just as I began to relish the simple act of hanging
up a telephone, she stopped me cold when she
added, “That’s not the only thing you got wrong.
I've never even been to one of those protests.”

It took a little while for that to sink in. “Wait. You
weren’t at the protest? That’s not you in the picture?”

“It most certainly is not. I just told you I've never
been to one of those things!”

There was a pause on my end of the phone as I
measured my words carefully, hoping to sound
calm and helpful and not at all dumbfounded.

“Ma’am, maybe the woman in the picture has the
same name as you, only with a different spelling,”

I suggested. “You think that might be it?”

Now the long silent pause came from her end of
the line, though I could hear her breathing—and
possibly thinking.

“Well,” she fi