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Mueller metal roofs provide long-lasting beauty, weather resistance and
energy efficiency. You can select from a wide range of designer colors to
complement your home, backed by limited paint warranties up to 40 years.
It all adds up to lasting peace of mind. Get a metal roof you can depend on
from a company you can trust - a Mueller metal roof.
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Fruits of
Their Labor

How passionate artists help
each other turn gourds into

richly embellished works of art.

By Sheryl Smith-Rodgers
Photos by Julia Robinson

ON THE COVER
Matt Lowery is proud of how the
ribs at LJ's BBQ stack up.

Photo by Wyatt McSpadden
ABOVE

The Hallettsville home of
Blanche and Roy Cavarretta
hoards their gourds.

Photo by Julia Robinson
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Barbecue joints in Brenham, a
town famous for ice cream, are
attracting crowds of their own.

By Anna Mazurek
Photos by Wyatt McSpadden
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CURRENTS

“The hardest thing
o o in the world to
RlSlllg sStars understand is

o 9%
WE SALUTE a select group of Texas co-op employees this Lineworker Appre- lncome taXGS °

ciation Day, April 10. Apprentices from Pedernales Electric Cooperative in
Johnson City dominated at two competitions in 2022 that spotlighted and
promoted lineworker skills and safe work practices.

PEC’s Phillip Stapp finished first among 96 apprentices at the Texas Line-
man’s Rodeo in July, claiming the top prize for the co-op for the fourth con-
secutive rodeo. Co-workers Crispen Davis placed third and Cole Compton
fifth. Then, at the International Lineman’s Rodeo in October in Kansas, PEC’s FI N IS H TH IS

Zackery Gough, below, beat out 365 competitors to claim first place. Davis S E N T E N C E

was close behind in second place, and Stapp was 14th.
| DROVE ALL
NIGHT TO ...

Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post.
Include your co-op and town.

Here are some of the responses
to our February prompt: Rainy days
make me ...

—ALBERT EINSTEIN

Get in the kitchen and make soup
or dumplings and do some baking.

ELAINE GARNER
VIA FACEBOOK

Want to curl up with a cozy blanket
and a good book.

MARGIE HARGROVE
BOWIE-CASS EC
DAINGERFIELD

Glad I'm retired from delivering mail
so | can sit on my porch and enjoy it.

TANIS WILLIAMS
WOOD COUNTY EC
FRUITVALE
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Want to make oatmeal, hot cocoa,
tomato soup and grilled cheese.

KIMBERLEY BAILEY RIGGS
VIA FACEBOOK

Remember when it was dry and
| promised not to curse rainy days.

MARK BROWNING
SAN HOUSTON EC
GOODRICH

Visit our website to see more responses.

GOUGH: COURTESY PEDERNALES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. RODRIGUEZ: COURTESY JASON DAVID PAGE. EMPANADAS: CHIYACAT | DREAMSTIME.COM. MAGALLANES: WYATT MCSPADDEN. NELSON: RANDY MIRAMONTEZ | DREAMSTIME.COM
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Funny How
Time Slips Away

Willie Nelson, the musical genius
from the Hill Country who has won
10 Grammys, written more than 2,500
songs and turned plenty of others’
tunes into hits of his own, turns 90
on April 29.

Here are the favorite songs of
TCP's writers and editors:

Chris Burrows: City of New Orleans
Alex Dal Santo: On the Road Again
Travis Hill: Hello Walls

Jessica Ridge: Pancho and Lefty
Tom Widlowski: Seven Spanish Angels

Watch Willie perform each of
these songs on our website.

Contests and More

ENTER CONTESTS AT & &

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM ﬁﬂ-‘!
fa]

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
No-Bake Desserts

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS
Hoof and Horn

FREDERICKSBURG GETAWAY

Enter to win a two-night stay in this
charming Hill Country town, where fine
food, architecture and culture abound.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

April 8

National Empanada Day
Writer Vianney Rodriguez shared that
empanadas were among her favorite

types of pan dulce in Sweet Memories,
from December 2020.

Holy Smokes!

SEEMS ONLY FITTING that the world’s longest barbecue marathon
took place in Texas.

Pitmasters from Panther City BBQ in Fort Worth grilled for
40 hours, 49 minutes and 17 seconds July 13-15, 2022, to set the
record. Chris Magallanes, above, and two others cooked 450
pounds of hamburgers, 300 pounds each of tablitas (beef short
ribs) and fajitas, and 100 pounds each of onions and peppers.

The food was donated to the community, including to first
responders and a hospital.
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DAVE SHAFER

TCP TALK

Kitty Hawk's Mark

My first carrier landing in an A-7 Corsair
aboard the USS Kitty Hawk was in
November 1968, and my last landing
after 130 combat missions in Southeast
Asia was August 16, 1969 [Breaking Up,
February 2023]. There’s nothing like
your first carrier deployment, espe-

cially if it’s to a combat zone.

Mike Scott
Tri-County EC
Granbury

We just booked a guided trip
through the ship channel

[at right]. Our guide told us

a few things about the retired
carrier, but you filled in all
the blanks.

Randy Carroll
Wood County EC
Winnsboro

COURTESY RANDY CARROLL

It's heartwarming to
know that 95% of
her will be recycled
and that her armor
will be incorporated
into a new U.S. ship
[Breaking Up, Febru-
ary 2023].

DAVID HURLEY
VIA FACEBOOK

Caught Cuisine

“I discovered hundreds of
sundew plants growing in
my backyard in Kountze.
Let’sjust say I had no problem
with ants in my yard!”

EDWARD ROWLAND
CECA
EASTLAND COUNTY

Honoring the 442nd
My parents—U.S. citizens—
were among those who lost
their assets and possessions
when all those of Japanese
ancestry on the West Coast
were ordered into internment
camps without due process
and without any evidence of
a crime [Rescue of the Lost
Battalion, February 2023].
Two of my uncles served
in the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team. Thank you
for remembering the loyalty,
valor and tremendous sacri-
fice of the Japanese Ameri-
cans of the 442nd.

Jeanne Makihara
Guadalupe Valley EC
Cibolo

Indianola Relocated

After the destruction of Indi-
anola by hurricanes and
subsequent fires, many of the
homes were dismantled and
moved to nearby Cuero and
Victoria for a safer location
[Important Entry, February
2023]. A search of the internet
reveals addresses where
visitors can see these old
homes in a restored setting.

Jeri Porter
Pedernales EC
Fischer

WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric

co-op and town. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.
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The Amazing Telikin One Touch Computer
The Smart, Easy Computer for Seniors!

e Easy One T

: a0
Touch Menu! o Yoo hawe 2 bithdnys o wecks ® Secure System

No Viruses!

Tiseselay Sep 28th at 6:00 Dinaer

e Large Fonts
200% Zoom

@ Speech to Text
You talk, It types!

e 100% US Y [
Support -

Great Customer Ratings
Telikin 4.9/5

Customer Ratings on Google 7/28/22

e Large Print
Keyboard

If you find computers frustrating and confusing, you are
not alone. When the Personal Computer was introduced, it
was simple. It has now become a complex Business
Computer with thousands of programs for Accounting,
Engineering, Databases etc. This makes the computer
complex.

You want something easy, enjoyable, ready to go out of =
the box with just the programs you need. That’s why we This computer is not designed for

created the Telikin One Touch computer. business. It is designed for you!
Telikin is easy, just take it out of the box, plug itin and "This was a great investment."
connect to the internet. Telikin will let you easily stay Ryan M, Copper Canyon, TX

connected with friends and family, shop online, find the
best prices on everything, get home delivery, have doctor
visits, video chat with the grandkids, share pictures, find old
friends and more. Telikin One Touch is different.

One Touch Interface - A single touch takes you to Email, “Telikin support is truly
Web, Video Chat, Contacts, Photos, Games and more. amazing.”
Nick V, Central Point, OR

"Thank you again for making a
computer for seniors"
Megan M, Hilliard, OH

Large Fonts, 200% Zoom — Easy to see easy to read.
Call toll free to find out more!
Mention Code 1218 for introductory

Secure — No one has ever downloaded a virus on Telikin.

Voice Recognition - No one likes to type. Telikin has Speech

to Text. You talk, it types. pricing.
60 Day money back guarantee
Preloaded Software - All programs are pre-loaded and set S
up. Nothing to download. Bosiees A+
B &

100% US based support — Talk to a real person who wants

to help. Telikin has great ratings on BBB and Google! 844-729-8394

Copyright Telikin 2023



BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS « PHOTOS BY JULIA ROBINSON

How passi()nate artists ith one hand, Wimberley artist Michael Ford grips what
turn gourds into richly andeched it black cendrtls. Thon b ives 1 asbake,
. . gives it a shake.
embellished works of art Boom, boom—BOOM. The deep rumbles startle passersby at
the Lone Star Gourd Festival in Fredericksburg. Like me,
they’re dumbfounded.

“This is a thunder gourd,” says Ford, a Pedernales Elec-
tric Cooperative member. When shaken, a spring vibrates a
drumhead, creating ominous notes that emanate through
holes in the gourd.

“It’s very functional. If your company stays too long, just
duck into a hallway with your gourd,” Ford says, grinning,
then shakes it again, setting off more thunderous booms.
“Then tell your guests, ‘Uh-oh, storm’s coming. Better leave
while you can!””

Ford’s joking, of course. But he’s dead serious about the

A - - art form that he calls his passion—much like his fellow
times incorporate multiple gourds. Ford, . . .
a former graphic artist for the Texas gourd artists all over Texas. Using an array of techniques,
Department of Transportation, has been they create bowls, holiday décor, birdhouses, masks, sculp-
turning gourds into art since 2013. tures, jewelry, lamps and miniature hobbit homes, to name

FROM LEFT Michael Ford's pieces some-
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a few examples. There are simple designs, like painted
gourds, and richly embellished pieces that can sell for
thousands of dollars.

But wait—what is a gourd? Is it just a smooth pumpkin?
Well, close. Gourds and pumpkins, along with squash,
melons and cucumbers, are members of Cucurbitaceae, a
plant family that produces hard-shelled fruits that humans
have used for food, ornaments and utensils over thousands
of years. Experts believe gourds are the only plants that
have been grown around the world since prehistoric days.

Historians in Peru have unearthed ancient gourd frag-
ments associated with early humans. For generations,
Peruvian artist Ana Poma and her neighbors in Cochas
Chico have passed down the tradition of carving and burn-
ing intricate designs onto gourds as a way of storytelling.
“Families teach their children,” says Poma, a vendor and
teacher at the Fredericksburg festival. “I learned as a child
from my mother, uncles and grandparents.”

For some artists, though, not just any gourd will do.
Forget using our thin-skinned Texas natives, such as buf-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

falo and balsam gourds. Instead, many artists prefer hard-
shelled and decorative gourds available in endless shapes,
sizes and thicknesses. Thicker shells (three-eighths of an
inch thick or more) are sturdier for carving and burning.
Standard gourd shapes, designated by the American Gourd
Society, include cannonball, basketball, martin house,
dipper, club and banana.

Many artists order their gourds from professional growers,
such as the Wuertz Gourd Farm in Arizona and the Welburn
Gourd Farm in Southern California. Some grow their own.
John and Rickie Newell, Central Texas EC members near
Llano, grow gourds. At the festival, Rickie—an artist who
displays her work at the Llano Art Guild and Gallery—has a
bin piled high with gourds for sale, ranging from 50 cents to
$12. Typically, gourds are priced according to their widest
diameter. Those that have been cleaned on the outside
and/or had their seeds and pulp scraped out cost more.

“We plant our gourds around April 15,” Rickie says. “Then
we harvest when they’re dead in the field from October up
to Christmas and dry them in a metal cage.”

APRIL 2023 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9




See for yourself at Central

Texas shows this year.

Southwest Gourd

& Fiber Fine Art Show,
May 18-July 1,
Kerrville

Lone Star
Gourd Festival,
Sept. 29-30,
Fredericksburg

Hill Country
Collectables,
year-round,
Wimberley

CLOCKWISE FROM IMMEDIATELY ABOVE
Roy Cavarretta's Standing Tall, Jill Robinson's
Chasing Dreams and a James Medders spiral-
ing piece. Rickie Newell continues work on her
angel with wings. Robinson's Green Goddess.
Blanche and Roy Cavarretta's hobby has them
"on a journey we never could have imagined.”

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2023

hoosing a gourd is just the first step for many artists, and
gourd shows are an ideal place to learn about the craft and
expand skill sets. This Texas show is one of a handful of
annual events held across the U.S. that attract hobbyists and
professionals alike. Artists and vendors welcome questions,
and many sell basic supplies. The Texas Gourd Society, the
nonprofit organization that sponsors and organizes the
annual Lone Star Gourd Festival at the Gillespie County
Fairgrounds, is also a resource for crafters. Across Texas, the
society has regional chapters called “patches.”

“We learn techniques from each other, like leather
stitching,” says Sherry Nelson, a member of the Guadalupe
Gourd Patch in Kerrville. “In the gourding world, though,
you never copy someone’s work. Instead, you can use their
technique as an inspiration to create something new.”

On her gourds, Nelson, a Central Texas EC member, uses
various methods, such as burning; carving; painting;
applying alcohol dyes; and attaching horns, beads and
cactus fibers. “Pyrography is my favorite,” she says. “I can
draw with my wood burner for hours. It’s very relaxing.”

Like many gourd artists, Roy and Blanche Cavarretta, who
live in Hallettsville and are members of San Bernard EC,
started out by growing gourds and turning them into bird-
houses. Then, while traveling in New Mexico, they viewed a
gourd art exhibit at an art festival. “We had no idea so many
things could be done with them,” Roy recalls. “It set us on a

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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journey we never could have imagined. There’s not a day
goes by that we’re not working on a gourd.”

That was 11 years ago. The Cavarrettas still grow gourds.
They’ve also become master gourd artists who’ve won
countless awards. “At art shows, you enter at the novice
level,” Roy explains. “When you win at that level, you
advance to intermediate, then advanced and master.”

Together, the couple market their work as Gravel Road
Arts. On her urn-style gourds, Blanche primarily uses
pyrography, transparent dyes and a weaving stitch called
closed coiling. Flowers, hummingbirds, dragonflies and
inlaid gemstones adorn many of her pieces. Similarly, Roy
uses pyrography and dyes along with chip carving using a
gouge. His designs lean toward contemporary and South-
western themes, such as his Spirit Doll that won Best of
Show at the Fredericksburg festival.

The People’s Choice award went to Chasing Dreams, a
large Kkettle gourd intricately crafted by Austin’s Jill Robin-
son. “I use a lot of random techniques,” she says of her
striking designs. “On this one, I used enameling, wood-
burning, stipple carving and alcohol inks along with real
cactus fibers and carved cactus fibers.”

Visit with Robinson and other gourd artists, and you’ll
quickly pick up on their camaraderie and deep love for the
craft. When artist James Medders of Morgan Mill lost the
use of his left hand, Roy Cavarretta rigged a carving vise

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

that could hold a gourd in place for his friend. Soon Med-
ders, a United Cooperative Services member, was back to
woodburning, carving and painting on his gourds. Using a
method called pine needle coiling, he also stitches longleaf
pine needles into elaborate designs.

“Once I got started in gourd art eight years ago, I had a
passion,” says Medders, who has also won awards. “Why? I
don’t know. I just do. Sometimes my wife tells me, ‘Put that
gourd down! We’ve got somewhere to go.””

Meanwhile, across the exhibit hall at the festival, a hands-
on art area called the Imagination Station beckons newbies
of any age. From a big pile of gourds, I choose a little one cut
open like a bowl. Then I plunk down at a table with metallic
paints, rhinestones, a paintbrush and a sponge.

“One of our goals is to pass on gourd art to young people
so it won’t die out,” says Rona Thornton of Austin, who’s
overseeing the area. “I take the Imagination Station to
garden clubs, schools and military bases. It’s fun to see
people who think they’re not artistic create their own piece.”

That would be me—I'm definitely no artist. But wait!
Before long, my plain gourd has transformed into a sparkly
urn. Wow, I am an artist.

Thornton smiles. “Anything’s possible with a gourd,” she
says. @

See more gourds in this story on our website.
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Barbecue joints
in Brenham, a
town famous for
ice cream, are
attracting crowds
of their own
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eonard Botello IV always wanted to have a
roadside barbecue shack. So when a hole-in-the-
wall barbecue restaurant 3 miles west of down-
town Brenham on U.S. 290 went up for sale,
Botello bought the 1,200-square-foot red metal building.

He grew up in a family of restaurateurs in Lake Jackson and
initially swore he’d never follow the same path. He graduated
from Texas A&M University with a biology degree in 2013.
But after a visit to Austin’s La Barbecue, Botello was blown
away by the simplicity of the barbecue. Right away he started
experimenting with his uncle’s pit and later drove to Ohio to
pick up his first offset smoker, a $4,000 Craigslist purchase.

“It’s like one big science project every single day because
everything’s completely different,” Botello says. “Every cow
is different. Every piece of wood is different. The weather is
different.”

He opened Truth Barbeque in July 2015 and added a
covered patio next to his roadside barbecue shack on the
outskirts of Brenham.

While Brenham is best known as the home of Blue Bell
Creameries, there’s more to the city’s culinary scene than
ice cream. The small town, population 18,000, has a hand-
ful of barbecue restaurants that are building impressive
résumés. Two of these spots—Truth Barbeque and LJ’s
BBQ—are just a mile and a half apart, and both made Texas
Monthly’s list of the 50 Best BBQ Joints in 2021.

At either place, the owners and pitmasters could be
stationed behind the counter slicing up the Texas trinity—
brisket, sausage and ribs—each cooked with their own
personal style and accompanied by an array of delectable
sides. Brenham’s location, halfway between Austin and
Houston, makes it an easy day trip or weekend destination for
barbecue. Come hungry and be prepared to loosen your belt.

OPPOSITE FROM TOP The staff at LJ's BBQ and a
spread at the restaurant. ABOVE Preparing servings
of LJ's ketchup-based sauce, which balances
sweetness with apple cider and white vinegars.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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HONORING MAMAW

LJ’'S STARTED in an unlikely place—the backroom of a
downtown liquor store, where Matt Lowery, his cousin Leah
Cook and her husband, Corey Cook, were selling lunches on a
table at a side entrance in 2016. Pitmasters Lowery and Corey
Cook were preparing the food at Leah’s parents’ house.

The trio moved their business to the current brick-and-
mortar location, a concrete building with a red metal
awning on West Main Street in 2017. Most days the parking
lot is full and one of the three pitmasters—Lowery, Cook
and Josh Jalomo, who joined the team in 2020—is behind
the counter chopping brisket for one of their signature side
dishes: brisket mac and cheese.

“It’s just mac and cheese with chopped brisket on top,”
Corey Cook says. “It’s no more simple than that. It’s one of
the most popular items.”

The idea for the restaurant was hatched when Lowery
began cooking barbecue and doing small catering gigs in
2014, when he was in graduate school at the University of
Houston, studying hotel and restaurant management. After
graduation, he was visiting the Cooks in Brenham when
they began brainstorming an idea for a business. In 2015
they started doing pop-ups before moving to the backroom
of the liquor store.

The trio decided to name the restaurant for their grand-
mother, Laura Jean, who lived in Brenham.

“One day, Leah said, ‘How about we call it LJ’s after our
mamaw?’ ” Lowery says. “It just seemed like a good way to
pay homage to her and had a great story.”

LJ’s main focus is locally sourced ingredients, from the
post oak they burn to the collard greens they serve. “We
get our collard greens from a local farmer here that’s about
5 miles away from our restaurant,” says Lowery about their
twice-weekly deliveries from Whitehurst Farm. “The greens
you order here at LJ’s literally are in the ground no more
than 24 to 48 hours before.”

The brisket is seasoned with a salt and pepper rub. “It’s
simple, but it’s done well,” Lowery says. All the meat is
cooked on one of four smokers—one 1,000-gallon and three
500-gallon offsets tucked behind the restaurant. In addi-
tion to brisket, sausage and ribs, LJ’s also serves up pulled
pork and turkey. All the meats pair well with their ketchup-
based sauce that Cook calls the “perfect balance” of sweet
mixed with apple cider and white vinegars. Peach cobbler
and banana pudding are the stars of the dessert menu.

With so many options, deciding what to order can be
tough. Lowery suggests starting with a three-meat plate,
piled high with brisket, ribs and sausage.

“Obviously, the turkey is the hidden gem,” Cook says.
“But the first thing that you want to try are those.”
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MOMENT OF TRUTH

AT TRUTH BARBEQUE, Botello’s Central Texas-style prepara-
tion consists of a simple rub made in-house and post oak to
smoke the meat. To expand his skills and menu, Botello
also serves up a rotating menu of less conventional
dishes—smoked boudin, pastrami brisket and Carolina
whole hog, a popular Saturday-only menu item. The meats
are accompanied by a choice of three sauces: a traditional
tomato base, tangy mustard or white barbecue. The latter
two are his tribute to Carolina-style barbecue. “Our sauces
are a smidge more vinegary than most sauces, but it’s just

14 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2023

to kind of complement the meat,” Botello explains.

His most popular sides are collards, corn pudding and
potato tot casserole, a family recipe. But save room for
the triple-layer cakes for dessert—each slice weighs a
pound. Using another Botello family recipe, head baker
Kiki Wilkins makes 12 rotating varieties of cake, includ-
ing triple-chocolate, carrot, strawberry, tres leches and
banana caramel.

Truth debuted on Texas Monthly’s list in 2017, earning
the No. 10 spot. But getting there wasn’t easy.

“I remember cooking three briskets a day and then
nobody showing up,” Botello says. He initially chose
Brenham to avoid being drowned out in bigger markets
like Austin and Houston. Truth gained traction quickly,
partially thanks to its photogenic plating that made
Botello’s barbecue ripe for social media. In 2019 he
opened a second location, in Houston.

Success hasn’t changed how Botello does business.
He’s still behind the counter cutting meat, and his dad is
often at the register. “I like to be hands-on [and] talk to
customers,” explains Botello, who always ensures sauce
bottles are clean and facing the correct way. “I like to be
approachable.”

Botello enjoys the questions and interactions. “When
they ask you questions, your
brain starts to work a lot
harder,” he says. “And you
realize how much information
you have locked up here that
you're just doing [by] second
nature. So it’s good for them,
and it’s good for me.”

He teaches barbecue classes
one Sunday a month, inspired
by the openness of Wayne
Mueller, a third-generation
pitmaster and the owner of
Louie Mueller Barbecue in
nearby Taylor. One day, while
Botello was eating, Mueller
sat down beside him and
started sharing his knowledge
unprompted, including his
temperature for cooking
meat—often a secret in the
barbecue world.

“Even though these are trade secrets, I could give them
to you,” explains Botello. “But it’s like Jimi Hendrix or
Stevie Ray Vaughan teaching somebody how to play a
guitar. They’re never going to be able to recreate that no
matter how many answers you give them.” @

FROM TOP A sampling from the menu at
Truth Barbeque. Owner Leonard Botello IV,
left, is often found behind the counter cut-
ting meat as his father works the register.
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April is FREE WINDOWS

MONTH at Renewal . ¢
by Andersen.

Why is April one of the best times to replace your windows? '

Because if you call us now, you can get your more energy-efficient windows

installed and enjoy a more comfortable home right away. It's I i ke g etti n g

FREE WINDOWS
for 1 year’

Call before April 30!

eecccoe

Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4® SmartSun™ glass is 70% more
energy efficient in the summer as compared to ordinary dual-pane
glass.? It's engineered to help make your home cooler.

eeccccccce
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No PAYMENTS
No INTEREST

L A L
Why have our customers chosen

FOR 1 YEAR
us over another window company?

1. Fibrex® Material

Andersen researched for over 30 years before perfecting our ’ BUY 1 WIN Dow

exclusive Fibrex material, and it's twice as strong as vinyl. OR DOOR
y

2. Unique Look
GET 1 WINDOW

Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood window,
but our Fibrex material doesn’t demand the same maintenance : OR DOOR
of wood.* 3

4 1
3. Accountability : 40 (0] / O F F
There’s no frustrating “middleman” to deal with. We manage the o

entire process—from the consultation and manufacturing
to the installation and the warranty.

XXX

.

eeccccccce

)
©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Call or scan the code for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis Scan to

self-schedule
JRENEWAL Austin West Texas et

| YANDERSEN  512.298-1858 432-257-3640

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

San Antonio Dallas/Fort Worth

TopWindowSolution.com 210-961-9990 469-606-5229

'Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more. Buy 2 windows or doors and get the second 2 windows or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off —applied
to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or
before 4/30/23 with the purchase then occurring on or before 5/10/23. 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to
well qualified buyers on approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed if proma balance is paid in full in 12 months. Products are marketed, sold and
installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a
Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. See
complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 Andersen Corporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *Values are
based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the
20086, 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. *See limited warranty for details at https://www.
renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty.




Meet the Beauty ¥,
in the Beast <

Discover this spectacular 6Y2-carat green yi
treasure from Mount St. Helens! "

or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At

10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when the

beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St. Helens
erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From that chaos,
something beautiful emerged... our spectacular Helenite Necklace.

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic

EXCLUSIVE rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant '
green creation has captured the eye of jewelry {
designers worldwide. Today you can wear this
massive 6Y2-carat stunner for only $149!

Helenite Earr INgS | Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite

Necklace puts the green stone center stage,
= $149 va.lue- with a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver
with purchase of finished in luxurious gold. The explosive
Helenite Necklace origins of the stone are echoed in the
flashes of light that radiate as the
piece swings gracefully from its
18” luxurious gold-finished
sterling silver chain. Today
the volcano sits quiet,
but this unique piece
of American natural
history continues to
erupt with gorgeous
green fire.

Necklace
enlarged
to show
luxurious
color.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home
the Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If
you are not completely blown away by the rare
beauty of this exceptional stone, simply return the
necklace within 30 days for a full refund of your
purchase price.

JEWELRY SPECS:
- 6 V2 ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting
- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain

Limited to the first 2200 orders

from this ad only
Helenite Necklace (6 V2 ctw)................. only $149 is&p
Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) .......cc.cc.co....... $149 is&p

Helenite Set $298-...Call-in price only $149 .ssp g
(Set includes necklace and earrings) “My wife received more
Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer. compliments on this stone

th td h it
1 -800"333'2045 [ & QR thar(l) r;nyeofzzr pi‘?(/:es 0; ;ﬁgvreel;y
Promotional Code HNN137-03 e I've ever given her.”

Please mention this code when you call. J P Orlando, FL
-T. ,
Stauel@ 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HNN137-03, Stauer Client

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Rating of A+

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®
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Bat hroom Kgmodé » '-- o : _ onrigqanst

SAVE s799 st ian

ON YOUR NEW BATH OR SHOWER* | FINANCING FROM 18 TO 24 MONTHS."
PLUS RECEIVE A $500 GAS CARD WITH PURCHASE"

UPGRADE YOUR OUTDATED BATHROOM /N AS LITTLE AS A DAY

e Bathtub Replacement e Tub to Shower Conversion
* Shower Replacement « Walk-in Tub/Accessibility
Solutions
f ——
ZINTEX 2Torch Google Geep o
--— AWARDS 9
. CONTRACTORS
BBB ror Ethics )
REMODELING GROUP PURPLE HEART L]
2022 WINNER Over 400 Google reviews @FUUNDAIMJN | |

- Locally owned and Family gléﬂ;%\g\églcsggxp'r
800.364.2498 [ v iovers Yt A
Born, Bred & Based in Texas. HEALTHCARE WORKER DISCOUNT
Master Plumber « Mark Williams ¢ License # 37134
*Valid only for new product replacement customers who purchase products and have them installed through Zintex Remodeling. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Repairs to existing products
including parts and service excluded. Prior sales excluded. Other restrictions may apply. See local exclusive dealer for details. ASubject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 0.00% for 24 months. Payment
example assumes $10,000 on your purchase window expiration date with 24 amortized payments of $416.67. Your fixed interest rate is based on creditworthiness and is disclosed in your loan agreement.

Interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full before the end of the promo period. Making initial minimum monthly payments will not pay off your loan before the end of the promo period.~Two (2)
$250 Shell gift card with purchase paperwork verification. ©2023 Zintex Remodeling. Expires 5/31/2023.
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Garden for Beauty,
Bounty and Efficiency

NATIONAL GARDENING DAY on April 14 is a timely opportunity
to think about how you can plant and grow more cheaply and
efficiently.

Whether you plant for beauty or bounty, here are some types
of gardening to consider, according to energy.gov.

Natural landscaping uses plant species that are native to the
area. They are naturally pest- and disease-resistant, having
adapted to the local soil type and climate conditions. Natural
plants usually require less water and fewer fertilizers, herbicides
and pesticides. Natural landscaping saves you money by
reducing the purchase of chemicals and water and promotes
biodiversity.

Xeriscaped landscapes reduce or eliminate the need for
irrigation by using drought-resistant plantings while avoiding
water loss due to evaporation and runoff. Xeriscaping is benefi-
cial in regions with limited fresh water for irrigation, though
it’s certainly not limited to such climates. Xeriscaped areas are
also often easier to maintain.

You don’t have to be a farmer to enjoy gardening for food.
Recreational vegetable gardening is fun and instills a sense of
pride by allowing you to produce food nurtured and grown by
your own hands. Growing your own food can offset some of
your grocery bill and reduces strain on the supply chain. Plus
you can opt to grow organically, reducing the amount of chem-
icals you put into the environment and your body.

For those with little or no space to grow food or plants out-
side, remember that plants can be grown in window boxes and

18 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2023

in pots indoors. Kitchen-based herb gardens are attractive,
handy and easy to grow. Indoor plants are equally visually
appealing and help to purify the air.

Here are some tips to help you get started on your own
water-saving projects:
» Planning and design is the starting point for any water-wise
landscape.
Soil analysis can determine whether the soil should be
improved so that it will absorb and hold moisture better.
Practical turf areas are neither too large nor difficult to water
efficiently. Keep in mind that turf grass requires more water
than many other plants.
Thoughtful plant selection aligns a landscape better with
the natural environment. Native plants generally use less
water than exotic plants, but there’s room for both in a well-
designed landscape.
Efficient irrigation can save 30%-50% of the water bill for an
average home.
Use mulch in flower and shrub beds to reduce water evapo-
ration from the soil.
Attentive maintenance preserves the landscape’s beauty and
conserves water. Prune, weed, fertilize, irrigate and control
pests properly for the best effect.

Visit agrilifeextension.tamu.edu for more information on
xeriscaping. @
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Make Safety Priority No. 1
When Doing Home Projects

MORE PEOPLE ARE DOING their own home remodeling, repairs, mainte-
nance, landscaping and construction projects. Your electric cooperative
urges all do-it-yourselfers to take precautions, especially when working
around electrical equipment and overhead power lines.

Make sure outdoor outlets have a ground-fault circuit interrupter. Use a
portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets don’t have them. It’s also a good idea
to have GFCIs professionally installed in wet areas of the home, such as the
kitchen, bath and laundry, and on all outdoor outlets.

Safety tips to remember:

Look up and around. Always be aware of the location of power lines,
particularly when using long metal tools, like ladders, pool skimmers and
pruning poles, or when installing rooftop antennas and satellite dishes or
doing roof repair work.

Be especially careful when working near power lines attached to
your house. Keep equipment and yourself at least 10 feet from lines. Never
trim trees near power lines—leave that to the professionals. Never use water
or blower extensions to clean gutters near electric lines. Contact a profes-
sional maintenance contractor.

If your projects include digging, like building a deck or planting a
tree, call 811 before you begin. Never assume the location or depth of
underground utility lines. This service is free, prevents the inconvenience
of having utilities interrupted and can help you avoid serious injury.

Always check the condition of cords and power tools before using
them. Repair or replace worn or damaged cords and tools.

Electricity and water don’t mix. If it’s raining or the ground is wet,
don’t use electric power or yard tools. Never use electric appliances or
touch circuit breakers or fuses when you’re wet or standing in water. Keep
electric equipment at least 10 feet from wet areas.

Make certain home electrical systems and wiring are fit to support the
increased electric demands of new electric appliances, home additions or
remodeling projects. An older home may not be adequately wired for
today’s electricity consumption, putting your family at risk for fire and
electric shock. Have a professional replace worn and outdated circuitry
and add outlets for appliances and electronics—not a job for casual do-it-
yourselfers. @

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Don't Wait for
Summer To Get
Your AC Inspected

A SPRINGTIME TUNEUP can prevent your
air conditioning system from going on the
fritz later, when the weather is so hot that
you won't want to be without the AC for
even a few hours.

It typically costs around $100 to have a
professional inspection of your system,
and it's well worth the money.

Some contractors offer an annual preven-
tive maintenance agreement, which will
cost a few hundred dollars a year and
typically includes a fall and spring inspec-
tion of your HVAC system and discounts
on repairs and equipment. A better deal
most often is to pay as you go for individ-
ual inspections.

Either way, your cooling system will get
attention from a qualified, licensed serv-
ice technician who's trained to spot
problems that most homeowners over-
look. The tech might even alert you to a
small repair now that could prevent an
untimely and potentially expensive AC
breakdown down the road.

When HVAC equipment fails, it's incon-
venient and uncomfortable—especially
during the dog days of summer. Remem-
ber, your HVAC system runs best when
it's regularly cleaned and serviced. With a
little maintenance along the way, you can
add years to your system'’s life span. @
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We love our trees, but when
branches are too close to
power lines, they can cause
power outages, fire hazards
and other safety concerns.
Here are some rules to follow:

If a tree or a large branch is
touching—or falls on—an
electric line, call your electric
cooperative immediately.

Never trim trees that grow
close to power lines; that is a
job for professionals. Call your
electric cooperative for assis-
tance and guidance.

Use extreme caution when
doing any overhead trimming.
Branches often fall in unex-
pected places.

Don’t allow children to climb
trees or build treehouses
close to power lines.

Plant appropriate distances
from all power lines.

When planting a tree, con-
sider how tall the tree will
grow. At maturity, trees
should be at least 10 feet
away from power lines.

Your electric cooperative
encourages you to always
practice safety.

MINERVA STUDIO | ISTOCK.COM
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" Beachcombing
i at home.

Texas Co-op Power presents an illustrated
Seashells of Texas poster by artist Aletha
St. Romain, 2016 inches, suitable for framing.

s K7 Order online at TexasCoopPower.com

for only $20 (price includes tax, shipping
and handling).

Bonus offer: Get 2 posters shipped to the
same address for just $30.

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

From the publishers of TeXas Geap Power

Give friends and family
the Best of Texas.

Texas Co-op Power presents a collection of hest-loved recipes

from two of our most popular cookbooks ever, the Typically
Texas (0okbook and The Second Typically Texas (0okbook.

This cookbook s filled with more than 700 recipes,
including more than 300 dessert recipes.

Order online at TexasCoopPower.com and put 7he Best of
Typically Texas Cookbook in your kitchen for only $29.95
(price includes tax, shipping and handling).

To order by mail, send a check or money order
payable to TEC for $29.95 to Best of Typically

Texas Cookbook, 1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor,
Austin, TX 78701.

From the publishers of TeXas GoapPower

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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NOTHING Stopsa™ . .+
DR® Fleld & Brush Mowerl :

Assembled in the USA :} \ I
using domestic and "
foreign parts.

The LEADER in Field & Brush Mowers

e Up to 2X THE POWER of the competition

o CUT 3" brush & thick field grass with ease

« WIDEST SELECTION of deck sizes and features
o GO-ANYWHERE power steering & hydrostatic

drive options
PLUS

DRfieldbrush.com Tow-Behind, Commercial, & NEW ELECTRIC models

DR Power Equipment



Great Gardens Start
with DR® Rototillers!

« Bust sod and churn through
the most compacted ground

e Prepare seed-beds or till
garden waste back into
your soil

o Full line includes
walk-behinds,
tow-behinds,
and cultivators

DRrototiller.com

L

BURN SAFELY with ~ . « Stainless steel design
the DR@ Burncagem o Light, durable, portable, folds flat for storage

e Perforated construction maximizes airflow

o Traps embers and burns more thoroughly

Available in 3 Sizes!

BurnCage™ |

_f_ﬁe Volume- |
-= of the
-~ Original! ~ 'L:i:.;i_"_ @

Y i P 3 y ‘ DRburncage.com

GoDRpower.com
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The Bluebonnet Painter

Julian Onderdonk’s moniker captures only part of how his ethereal South Texas landscapes flourish

BY RHONDA REINHART

24 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2023

MUCH LIKE CLAUDE MONET had his waterlilies—the subject of the French
impressionist’s most celebrated series of paintings—Julian Onderdonk
had his bluebonnets. Born in San Antonio in 1882, Onderdonk painted
sweeping landscapes of his native South Texas, producing majestic scenes
of sun-Kkissed dusty roads, blooming coreopsis fields and golden sunsets.
But it was his series featuring Texas’ state flower that had early 20th-century
Texans clamoring for an Onderdonk canvas.

“He became known as the bluebonnet painter, but that wasn’t how he
identified himself. That was just one of the things he painted,” says Harry
Halff, a San Antonio-based art dealer who specializes in early Texas art.
“But he captured the color of the bluebonnets so well. And he did an
amazing job of capturing the special light that we have in South Texas.
With Julian’s work, sometimes you almost feel like you can tell the tem-
perature of the day he painted. That’s really an innate talent.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

COURTESY THE WITTE MUSEUM



Julian Onderdonk'’s painting
Cactus Flowers hung at the White
House during President George
W. Bush's administration.

Onderdonk’s father, Robert Jenkins Onderdonk, taught
art in Dallas and San Antonio, helped found several influ-
ential Texas art organizations, and painted a 1903 work
titled Fall of the Alamo that resides in the Texas Governor’s
Mansion. But the younger Onderdonk didn’t rely on his
genes alone. While still a teenager, he traveled to New York,
where he studied with the likes of William Merritt Chase,
the revered American impressionist.

Onderdonk spent nearly a decade on the East Coast,
where he developed his penchant for plein-air, or open air,
painting but returned to San Antonio in 1909. This home-
coming was a turning point in the young artist’s career.
Once he started depicting the distinctive surroundings of
his childhood home—he’d hike out through the neighbor-
ing hills armed with an easel, canvas and paints—people
began to take notice.

“He was very popular with a lot of the old San Antonio
families,” says Halff, who wrote the catalogue raisonné on
Onderdonk and whose great-grandparents once purchased
a painting from the artist. “His smaller works were great
wedding gifts, and a lot of them are still with the same
families who bought them from Julian. He also got extra-
ordinarily high prices for that period.”

According to Halff’s research, Onderdonk’s large pieces
would go for around $450—“essentially the cost of a Model
T”—while his smaller works cost in the neighborhood
of $75 to $100. Today, depending on the size and subject
matter (bluebonnets still reign supreme), an Onderdonk
painting could garner anywhere from $30,000 to several
hundred thousand dollars. “It’s still the price of a car,”
Halff says. “It just might be a Ford or a Ferrari.”

For art lovers with not-so-deep pocketbooks, classic
Onderdonk works can be viewed at a host of major Texas
museums, including the Dallas Museum of Art, the Museum
of Fine Arts in Houston and the Witte Museum in San
Antonio. The largest selection of Onderdonk works—close
to 100—resides at the Witte, including two paintings that
hung in the White House during President George W.
Bush’s administration: Cactus Flowers and Chili Queens
at the Alamo.

Marise McDermott, president and CEO of the Witte, says
Dawn in the Hills is her favorite Onderdonk work in the mu-
seum’s collection. The painting is a celestial scene of a
Texas daybreak that Onderdonk completed just before his

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

death of an acute intestinal obstruction and appendicitis
at age 40 in 1922. “He died literally as this painting was
drying,” says McDermott. “I just can’t even believe how
beautiful it is. It’s so ethereal.”

The Witte also houses Onderdonk’s archives and his
painting studio. The museum moved the structure, which
an Onderdonk descendant donated, from its original loca-
tion on West French Place and installed it on the museum
grounds. The Witte’s ties to the Onderdonk family trace
back nearly a century. Eleanor Onderdonk, Julian’s
younger sister, served as the museum’s curator from 1927
until 1958.

“She was responsible for so much of the Witte Museum’s
art, including her brother’s,” says McDermott, a member
of Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative. “She was very close
to him and had a beautiful sense of why he was unusual.”

An artist in her own right, Eleanor once wrote of her
brother: “It is evident that Julian was after something that
no one else had ever gotten—an interpretation of the
Southwest landscape, its essence in form and color so
elusive and so subtle that the average person misses the
closeness of values in the unity of color, live gray tones
that vibrate. ...

“It is impossible to look at any of Julian’s paintings and
not see the man who looked at nature with wide-open
eyes, analyzed, studied and then created.” ®
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REQUEST MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS

Get a Rarely Seen Uncirculated
$2 Federal Reserve Note FREE!

Get a seldom-seen $2 bill in Uncirculated condition FREE! Depicting Thomas Jefferson on the face and
the famous painting Declaration of Independence on the back, $2 notes make up less than 1% of all paper
money issued by the Federal Reserve. And if you find one in circulation, it won’t be in this new condition!
Request Within 30 Days to Receive Your
$2 Note FREE - Plus FREE Shipping!
Why are we offering such a great deal? Because we're so sure
you'll like this FREE $2 Note that you'll enjoy receiving other

MYES! Please send me the following:

QTY | DESCRIPTION TOTAL
1 $2 Note (limit 1)| FREE!

Shipping | FREE!
TOTAL | FREE!

Please print clearly popular coins to preview in your home. You’ll receive a
handpicked trial selection of fascinating coins from our
Address Apt No-Obligation Coins-on-Approval Service, from which
These exciting $2 bills... you may pu.rchase any or none of the cqins — return balance in
a5, state - « Depict Thomas Jefferson, author of the 15 days — with option to cancel at any time. To receive your
e g Declaration of Independence and 3rd FREE §$2 Federal Reserve Note, mail attached coupon now.
U K3 Jpresicient Jonltiothjfacslandlback Mail Coupon Today! For Faster Service
2D 9 © Make up less than 1% of all U.S. e P- Y-- A
2 currency notes printed Visit: LittletonCoin.com/Specials
g  Are rarely found in circulation

Mail to: \] Littleton Coin Company

1309 Mt. Eustis Rd
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Based on an 1818 painting that depicts John Adams, Thomas Jefferson
and Ben Franklin presenting a draft of the Declaration of Independence

] [ Full Combat Jousting, 20+ Stages

}&1’ hﬁf IHI gh Authentic Artisan Demonstrations

Renazissance Tes tivals Birds of Prey Exhibitions
.. Artisan Marketplace with
200+ Shoppes

Themed Weekends

Fun for Kids & so much more!

APRIL 8 THrRu MAY

Saturdays, Sundays & Memorial

Get Discount Tickets at

SRFestival.com Today!

Just 30 Minutes South of Downtown Dallas off |-35E

TomThumb-
@‘@ £\ Atbertsons
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MARKETPLACE

SPRING SAVINGS

i

~
METAL BUILDINGS

Bolt Together
Steel Building Kits

Customer Service
Second to None

DDM Brenham Office
979-251-9503
301 Salem Road - Brenham

DDM Bastrop Office
512-321-0336
1083 Hwy 71 W. - Bastrop

Photos for illustration only. Prices subject to
change. Please check for your local buildings

codes. Prices include color walls, color trim

IAffordable® Low.Maintenance : Energy Ef

and galvalume roof. IR Y Nl I ! - .
i N
*Building prices are before freight — —— | -

and taxes. e

Custom Barndominiums/Metal Houses

Call today for our best pricing!
$12,595-30x40x12

2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door
| $19,745-40x50x12

2-10x10 roll up doors, 1-3070 walk door
, Freight and taxes not included in prices.

www.ddmbuildings.com

TURNKEY METAL BUILDINGS

Erected Metal Buildings * 5" Concrete Slabs * 30 Years of Experience

Instant Prices @ WDMB2.com

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES

Coins * Banknotes * Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap
Vintage Costume Jewelry * Watches * Stamps
Tokens ¢ Historical Documents ¢ Other Collectibles
TEXAS BUYERS GROUP « FREDERICKSBURG, TX
All tr jons private, idential & secure.

830-997-6339 ° rzcoins@twc.com

SN llow/CostiPoles Barns;

Call now, for ouribest pricing!
Hay/Horse Barns, Shops, Decks, Con;:iet-e Work and Pad Sites

Call Ron: 512-367-0428

aRK-LA-TEx

SHOF BUILDERS
“WE GOTCHA COVERED™

SHOPS - BARNS - CABINS - WWW.SHOPSBUILT.COM

830-730-0515

— . TR
BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES
Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!

Price includes all labor and materials with 4° steel reinforced concrete slab with moisture barrier, one.
10°X10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, concrete aprons, electric stub *(Dirt may be extra)

Marketplace

Across Town | Across Texas

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:
the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49! S
A3

ou are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up b

that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that
it’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.

You've come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed
at your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with
a perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade
shines in harmony with the stunning stiped horn, wood and bone

handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that

you're ready for whatever nature throws at you.

This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning
the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs
the full length of the knife. According to
Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying
“A full tang lends structural strength to the
knife, allowing for better leverage ...think one
long steel beam versus rwo.”

With our limited edition River Canyon
Bowie Knife you're getting the best in
21st-century construction with a classic look
inspired by legendary American pioneers.
What you won’t get is the trumped up price
tag. We know a thing or two about the
hunt— like how to seck out and capture an
outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that
won’t cut into your bank account.

BONUS! Call today and you’ll
also receive this genuine
leather sheath!

This quintessential knife can be yours to use

out in the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But
don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds.
Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will
stick around for long. So call today!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your fast and the quality is beyond

hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you
don’t feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30
days for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that
once you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon’s handle,
you'll be ready to carve your own niche into the wild frontier.

River Canyon Bowie Knife $79*
Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: RCK458-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

W TAKE 380,
l[ 0 \
W OFF INSTANTL Y\

When You use your I
INSIDER

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...

' & 6 & & ¢
“First off, the shipping was

what I paid for the knife.
Overall I am a satisfied

customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

Not shown
actual size.

St ® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155. Dept. RCK458-01 8

. . L) ACCREDITED
Auer Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.Stauer.com B cusiess
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price. Rating of A+

e Full tang 4 ¥4” stainless steel blade, 9” overall length ¢ Genuine horn, wood and bone handle ¢ Polished brass guard and spacers e Includes leather sheath

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices”
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Some believe Jacob Brodbeck made the first powered flight
in history—but there's little proof

BY MARTHA DEERINGER ¢ ILLUSTRATION BY DANA SMITH

NEARLY 40 YEARS before the Wright
brothers made their famous first flight on
a North Carolina beach in 1903, a German
immigrant named Jacob Brodbeck flew a
homemade airship in a field near Lucken-
bach in 1865.

At least he might have.

Many details have been lost to history,
and uncertainty abounds. The Texas
State Historical Association Handbook of
Texas includes a passage about the feat,
though it acknowledges the flight might
have occurred in San Antonio—and per-
haps even in 1868. An official Texas his-
torical marker in Luckenbach affirms the
flight with no mention of the year and
somewhat vaguely pins the accomplish-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

ment as occurring north of San Antonio.
Iris Brodbeck Macek, who is a great-
granddaughter of Brodbeck, self-
published Wings Over Luckenbach, a
partially fictionalized account of the
man and his life. In it, she acknowledges
the perplexity of that flight: “Good
stories never go away. Stories inspired
by true events laced with mystery
become even more memorable. Jacob
Brodbeck’s story is one of these.”
Brodbeck, a professor, inventor and
talented musician, was a German immi-
grant who settled in Fredericksburg,
where he became a schoolmaster. He
was captivated by the idea of manned
flight. In Fredericksburg he made small

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

models of airships powered by tightly
wound springs, an idea that grew out of
his attempts to invent a self-winding
clock. He took a model to local fairs
where it drew attention from other
mechanically minded innovators. Their
interest prompted Brodbeck to offer
shares in his invention.

In an 1865 article in a San Antonio
newspaper, he wrote: “For more than 20
years, I have labored to construct a ma-
chine which should enable man to use,
like a bird, the atmospheric region as the
medium of his travels. I have therefore
concluded to collect subscriptions ... in
order to build a large Air Ship.”

He set the price of one share at $5 to
be repaid with interest when he sold the
patent.

The airship featured a cockpit, heli-
copterlike propeller, compass and barom-
eter. The TSHA writes that the airship
rose 12 feet over a Luckenbach field Sep-
tember 20, 1865, and traveled about 100
feet before the spring that powered it
completely unwound. A hard landing fol-
lowed in which the craft was destroyed,
but Brodbeck walked away without seri-
ous injury. His investors, who had hoped
to make a fortune when he sold the
patent, were not game for another try.

A photo purports to show the wrecked
airship, though what happened to it after
that day remains a mystery.

In spite of his failure, Brodbeck con-
tributed much to pioneer Texas, serving
as Gillespie County surveyor and later as
county commissioner. In 1967, Gov. John
Connally declared him the Father of
American Aviation. @
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TCP KITCHEN

Grapefruit Curd

2 cup grapefruit juice
/s cup honey

Incredible Eggs s

: I . , . n 5 tablespoons butter, cut into pieces
A prized ingredient that's as versatile as it's cracked up to be

BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR 1. Fill a small saucepan W|t.h 2inches
of water and set over medium heat to
Eggs are such an essential part of our daily kitchen landscape, simmer.

and yet we often forget how versatile they are. Fruit curds are a
wonderful way to celebrate eggs. Here, tart grapefruit is mixed
with honey for a luscious spread that can be served for breakfast
or on top of angel food cake.

2. In a heatproof bowl that can sit on the
saucepan, whisk together grapefruit juice,
honey, eggs and egg yolks.

3. Set the bowl over the simmering water
and cook, whisking until honey is melted
and liquid is a uniform consistency.

4. Add the butter a few pieces at a time,
whisking to melt and combine. Once the
first pieces are almost completely melted,
add the next few pieces. Keep adding
butter and whisking until all the butter is
incorporated. The curd should be smooth
and noticeably thicker, coating the back
of a spoon. It will thicken more as it cools;
do not overcook. If desired, press the
curd through a sieve to remove any
lumps.

5. Pour into a jar, cover and chill at least
2 hours to set before serving.

MAKES ABOUT 1%2 CUPS

Follow along with Megan Myers and
her adventures in the kitchen at stetted.com,
where she features a recipe for Cheese Quiche.




RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER PHOTO: COURTESY PAIGE STAFFORD

Zucchini Crescent Pie

JUDY SEWARD
HAMILTON COUNTY EC

Perfect for brunch or as a dinner side, this
veggie-filled dish is a crowd pleaser. Slicing
the zucchini thinly helps it bake into the
filling along with the cheese.

4 tablespoons (Y stick) butter
4 cups thinly sliced zucchini
1 cup chopped onion
2 cup chopped fresh parsley
/s teaspoon dried basil
/s teaspoon dried oregano
2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoon ground black pepper
2 eggs
2 cups shredded mozzarella
or Muenster cheese
1 can crescent rolls (8 ounces)
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
Grated Parmesan cheese, for topping

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Heat a
skillet over medium and add butter to
melt. Once melted, add the zucchini and
onion and cook until very soft, about 10
minutes. Stir in parsley, basil, oregano,
salt and pepper.

2.In a bowl, beat eggs, then stir in cheese.
Stir into vegetable filling.

3. Coat a 7-by-11-inch baking dish with
nonstick spray. Unroll the crescent roll
dough but do not separate. Press the
dough into the bottom and partially up the
sides of the dish, sealing any holes in the
seams. Spread mustard evenly on dough.

4. Pour vegetable filling over the dough.
Bake 18-20 minutes, until golden brown
and filling is set. Let cool 10 minutes, then
sprinkle with Parmesan and serve.

SERVES 6
MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER 6 eggs

2 tablespoons cider vinegar
BLT Egg Salad or lemon juice
PAIGE STAFFORD 6 slices cooked bacon,

PEDERNALES EC coarsely chopped

/2 cup sun-dried tomatoes,
coarsely chopped
2-3 green onions, diced
/2 cup mayonnaise
1 tablespoon mustard
1 teaspoon garlic powder
Salt and ground black pepper, to taste
Egg salad lovers, this one's

for you. Bacon and sun-dried 1. To hard-boil, place the eggsin a
tomatoes add savory flavor medium pot and fill with water until they
to this classic sandwich filling.  are covered. Add vinegar and a dash of
Any mustard from yellow to salt. Bring the water to a boil, then cover
grainy Dijon works well for and reduce heat to low. Cook the eggs
this spread. 8 minutes, drain and place the eggs in an

ice bath to cool.

SERVES 4-6
2. Once completely cooled, peel the eggs

and chop into bite-size pieces. Place in a
bowl along with the remaining ingredients.
Stir well to combine, then taste and adjust
seasoning as needed. Serve with crackers
or vegetables or as a sandwich.

$500 Recipe Contest

NO-BAKE DESSERTS DUE APRIL 10

How do you beat the heat and still offer a flourish-  E{=3[E
ing finish? Send us your favorite no-bake desserts ;ﬁm
by April 10 for a chance to win $500. = ,ﬁ
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Spicy Sausage and Egg Boats

PATRICIA STEHLING
CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Egg boats make for a fun presentation at
breakfast. Add your favorite vegetables,
such as bell pepper, mushrooms or
spinach, to the filling.

4 demi baguettes or large bolillos

8 ounces breakfast sausage

8 eggs

2 cup heavy cream

Salt and ground black pepper, to taste
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese

4 green onions, sliced

4 jalapeio peppers, seeded and diced
2 cloves garlic, minced

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Scoop
out the centers of the breads to create
a boatlike shape, leaving an edge all
around.

2. Cook sausage and set aside. In a bowl,
beat eggs, then whisk in cream and salt
and pepper. Stir in the sausage, cheese,
green onions, jalapefos and garlic.

JASON R\SNE‘R PHOTGGRAPHY

3. Spoon mixture into bread boats. Bake
25-30 minutes, until eggs are set and no
longer runny.

SERVES 4-6

These great dishes just scratch the sur-
face of what you can do with eggs. Check
out our website, where you'll find hundreds of
reader recipes that feature eggs, many incor-
porating them in hard-to-resist baked goods.

Fredericksburg

Getaway Contest

Egg-7act

Replacements

BY MEGAN MYERS

Many recipes default to using large
eggs. But what if you don't have
any large eggs on hand? Use this
handy guide for subbing different
sizes of eggs in recipes.

You can replace one large egg with
one egg of any other size.

Replace two large eggs with two
medium, extra-large or jumbo eggs;
or three small eggs.

Replace three large eggs with two
jumbo eggs, three medium or extra-
large eggs, or four small eggs.

Replace four large eggs with three
jumbo eggs, four extra-large eggs, or
five medium or small eggs.

You can also replace whole eggs with
liquid eggs: 1 cup of liquid egg equals
about five large eggs.

Enter Today

Enter online for a chance to win a two-night getaway in Fredericksburg, -
TexasCoopPower.com/contests

including midweek lodging for two, dining and things to do.
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Plant Faster, Easier With NEW SUPER PLUGS!

Pre-cut
plugs

are 10x
bigger!

THE ONE-TIME,
LIFETIME LAWN
SOLUTION

Stays
lush and
green in
summer

Cut any size
.

plugs from
- . sheets!
Mow your Zoysia lawn once a month — or less! It rewards you with weed-free beauty all summer long.

@) Ways Our Amazoy"Zoysia Lawn
Saves You Time, Work and Money!

CUTS WATER BILLS AND IT STAYS GREEN IN SPITE CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS
MOWING BY AS MUCH AS 2/3 OF HEAT AND DROUGHT AND WEEDS ALL SUMMER
Would you believe a lawn could look perfect ~ “The hotter it gets, the better it grows!” Your established Zoysia lawn grows so

when watered just once? In lowa, the state’s ~ Amazoy Zoysia thrives in blistering heat, yet  thick, it simply stops crabgrass and most
biggest Men’s Garden club picked a Zoysia it won't winter-kill to 30° below zero. It goes summer weeds from germinating!
/awn had been watered o onoa allsummer. reqainng £ ¢1een color 5 tamperatires 1 () NOW.3 WAYS TO START

’ YOUR AMAZOY ZOYSIA LAWN!

NO NEED TO DIG UP OLD GRASS the spn el St A 1) Freestyle Plugs come in uncut sheets

Plant Amazoy in an old lawn or bare containing a maximum of 150-1" plugs
ground. Set plugs into holes in the soil that can be planted up to 1 ft. apart.
checkerboard style. Plugs spread to create Freestyle plugs allow you to make each
a lush, thick lawn, driving out weeds. Easy plug bigger and plant further apart —
instructions included with every order. less cutting and planting — you decide.
2) New Super Plugs come precut into

Plan it fr6m <) S
—-E_,igy“,,'gs_om individual 3"x3" plugs ready-to-plant

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY Thl:ivss :ro;n,;)artial
No weeding means no costly chemicals. -

minimum 1 per 4 sq. ft.). They arrive in
Amazoy Zoysia lawns naturally resist insects, ( toh dFI) 4 R £ 1) 583 v Pl
: : ] Your Assurance of Lawn SUCCESS €asy 10 handié trays o uper Flugs.
so you'll save money, while helping to protect Amazoy Zoysia Grass is Save time and get your new lawn faster!
the environment. Never expose your family y oy
and pets to weed killers and pesticide poison. GUARANTEED 3) Amazoy Approved Seed - As The

Zoysia Specialists for 70 years, we now
have a Zoysia seed that meets our

Guaranteed to grow new green shoots within 45-60

days or we'll replace it FREE - for up to 1 year — just .
BARE SPOTS AND PARTIAL SHADE | cqil us. Valid on one order at a time, typically the | Standards and homeowners expectations.

FOR SLOPES, PLAY AREAS,

Can’t beat Amazoy as the low-cost answer most recent. We ONLY ship you mature, hardy field
for hard-to-cover spots, play-worn areas, grown genuine Amazoy Zoysia grass harvested ORDER TODAY - GET UP TO

i i direct from our farms. Easy planting and watering TY
PETHE] ET2ED ) el G S epEs: instructions are included with each order. 1 !500 FREES LE

Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by the U.S. Gov't, released in |
cooperation with the U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass. | © 2023 Zoysia Farm Nurseries, 3617 0ld Taneytown Rd, Taneytown, MD 21787 PLUGS = FRE E L

P e e e e e ——

Freestyle Plugs You decide how big to cut the plugs. Each grass sheet Super Plugs Precut plugs 3 inches by 3 inches READY TO PLANT

can produce up to 150-1 in. plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per sq. ft. Packed in trays of 15 Super Plugs. Plant minimum 1 plug per 4 sq. ft.

Max Plugs |Free Plugs |Grass Sheets| Your PRICE | +Shipping | SAVINGS Super Plugs | Free Plugs Tray Your PRICE | +Shipping | SAVINGS
450 — 3 $ 47.50 $22.00 — 15 — 1 $ 27.50 $15.00 —
750 +150 6 $ 72.50 $27.50 25% 25 +5 2 $ 42.50 | $20.00 25%
1100 +400 10 $110.00 | $40.00 | 32% 60 +15 5 $ 97.50 | $32.00 | 35%
2000 +1000 20 $180.00 $65.00 46% 120 +30 10 $145.00 | $50.00 53%
3000 +1500 30 $240.00 | $75.00 | 52% 240 +60 20 $260.00 | $90.00 | 59%

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO START AND MAINTAIN A CAREFREE BEAUTIFUL ZOYSIA LAWN

ScanQRcode = PLANTING TOOLS ° PLANT FOOD ®* WEED AND PEST CONTROLS O t
to learn more ORGANIC PRODUCTS ° SOIL TESTS * GARDEN GLOVES * EDGING and more! ZOYSla Farm
- NURSERIES
www.ZoysiaFarms.com/mag or 410-756-2311 Improving America’s Lawns Since 1953
Harvested Daily from Our Farms and Shipped to You the Same Day the Plugs are Packed
Amazoy is the Trademark Registered U.S. Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia grass. Use Promo code 51 85
Savings shown over aggregate base price and shipping

L L T e L L |



HIT THE ROAD

. il
COURTESY CHET GARNER

Meteoric Fall

Odessa crater marks the site of a space rock's collision with Earth

BY CHET GARNER

IT'S NOT OFTEN you can say “it came from outer space” and actually mean
it. But that’s what happened some 62,000 years ago, when an object fell
from the sky and crashed just southwest of what is now Odessa. In search
of an extraterrestrial experience, I grabbed my tinfoil hat and headed west.

My pulse quickened as I drove through cactus and mesquite in search of
one of the largest meteorite impact craters in the U.S. Once there I stared at an
empty field just slightly lower (about 15 feet) than the surrounding desert.
“Hmm,” I thought. “Where’s the massive crater?” I needed some explanation.

Inside the visitor center, I learned how a 25-foot space rock hurtled to-
ward Earth at 27,000 mph. It pierced the atmosphere and shattered into
thousands of pieces that crashed into the land with the force of 19,000 tons
of dynamite. The impact stretched over 2 square miles, with this largest
crater measuring at least 500 feet wide and 100 feet deep. It has perplexed
cowboys and scientists alike since it was first documented in 1892.

Over time, the crater became a mere shadow of its former self as dust
and silt filled in the hole, leaving a simple depression marked by a rim of
jagged rocks. In the 1940s, scientists dug a 165-foot shaft into the center to
see if a large meteorite remained. They found fragments—the largest
weighing 300 pounds.

While it may not be as impressive as it once was, it’s the only crater of its
kind in America that visitors can walk through. I set off on foot imagining
what it might have been like when the meteorite smashed into this exact
location. I would have been pulverized in an instant. It was an appropri-
ately existential thought for such an extraterrestrial place. @

ABOVE The Odessa crater spreads out behind Chet.

Follow along as Chet walks onto the very
site of an extraterrestrial event. See the video
on our website and see all his Texplorations on
The Daytripper on PBS.

ol
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Know Before You Go

Call ahead or check an event's website
for scheduling details.

APRIL
O 7 Canton [7-8] Tractor

Show and Swap Meet,
(214) 837-8861,
lonestarihc25.org/canton

Addison [7-9] Dallas Reggae
Festival, (832) 277-3874,
dallasreggaefest.com

O 8 Kerrville EasterFest,

(830) 896-1155,
kerrvillechamber.biz

San Marcos Easter Egg Hunt
and Festival, (512) 392-4295,
heritagesanmarcos.org

Stonewall Easter at the
Farm, (830) 644-8107,
tpwd.texas.gov

/‘ 5 Burton Cotton Gin
Festival, (979) 289-3378,
texascottonginmuseum.org

Corpus Christi Explore
the Shore, (361) 749-5246,
tpwd.texas.gov

Fredericksburg Fredericks-
burg Volunteer Fire
Department Fish Fry,

(830) 997-7521, fbgtx.org

Gonzales Spring Plant
Sale, (830) 672-8531,
gonzalesmastergardeners.org

Grapevine New Vintage
Wine and Gallery Trail
and Art Show,

(817) 410-3185,
grapevinetexasusa.com

Kerrville Spring Native
Plant Sale, (830) 257-4837,
riversidenaturecenter.org

Stephenville Wine and
Art Walk, (817) 715-1682,
facebook.com/stephenville
downtownmerchants

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Chappell Hill [15-16]
Bluebonnet Festival,

(979) 836-6033,
chappellhillhistoricalsociety.com

Lubbock [15-16] Arts
Festival, (806) 744-2787,
lubbockartsfestival.org

2 O Dale [20-23] Old Settler's
Music Festival,
oldsettlersmusicfest.org

2 /I Henderson [21-22] East
Texas Antique Tractor
and Engine Club Show,
(903) 646-3769

McKinney [21-22] Tom
Cotter, (214) 769-0645,
thecomedyarena.com

Terrell [21-22] Kaufman
Quilt Show, (972) 979-9152,
kaufmanquiltguild.org

Fredericksburg [21-23,
28-30] The Play That Goes
Wrong, (830) 997-3588,
fredericksburgtheater.org

Ingram [21-23, 28-30, May
5-7] The Gods of Comedy,
(830) 367-5121, hcaf.com

2 2 Brenham One Night in

Memplhis, (979) 337-7240,
thebarnhillcenter.com

Grapevine Spring Into
Nash, (817) 410-3185,
grapevinetexasusa.com

Helotes Fiesta Dachshund
Dash, (844) 703-6943,
ddrtx.org

The Colony Coach Cox's
Kid Chase, (972) 625-1106,
visitthecolonytx.com

Tyler Ruthie Foster,

(903) 595-7274,
libertytyler.com

MORE EVENTS >

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
July event by May 1, and it just might be

featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Mow up to 5 ACRES
on a single charge!

o Professional quality, 3-blade
mowing deck (48" or 60"
cutting width)

« No gas, no oil, no emissions,

less noise, and virtually
maintenance free

o Accepts up to 3 E-Series
Battery Packs (2.5 kWh
each) so user can customize
runtime to property size

Assembled in the USA
p using domestic and —

ENGINEERED AND BUILT | foreien parts.

DRmowers.com

Request your FREE Product Catalog!
Toll Free: 877-330-9753

* Lifetime Warranty

» Custom Sizes Available

* 100% Financing Available
» A+ BBB Rating

» Good Contractors List

= N
BEST BUY WALK-IN TUBS

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY | Tubs and Showers Made in America =
Bam SERVING TEXANS FOR 18 YEARS Bam | Visit Our Texas Showroom

bestbuywalkintubs.com - 682-205-3532 - 888-825-2362
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MENTION THIS AD
TO SAVE $50 ON THE
PURCHASE OF A NEW TRACTOR

at ﬂaﬂmm Malnténance

800 Dry Creek Rd, Waco, TX
texasbcs.com . (254) 829-2474

fom Qouthern?Builders

Steel Mobile
[Flome [Rooifing
Hiigh¥enexsydbill’
— Rocfrumblen

‘ XM eaNsy
e ROOFOVER
- SYSTEMS

Contact us at 800.633.8969

or roofover.com

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW
TEXAS

1'800'359'494 TOLL-FREE

www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAEKE MATTSON, CFP™

Signal Securities, Inc., 5800 Bosque, 4th Floos, Waco, TX 76110

Al CI

All C.I.'s are subpect to availability. Secaritie
thru Bignal Becurities, Ine, Member FID

704 Throckmorton, Ft. Worth, TX TB102 (517 877-4156

SKID STEER MOUNTED SHEAR
« 2" to 6" diameter trees and brush.
« Perfect for cedar, shin oak, persimmon, mesquite.

(512) 263-6830 * www.brushshark.com
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ROMAN VOLOSHYN | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Pick of the Month

Conroe Crossroads Music Festival
Conroe, April 13-16
conroecrossroads.com

Experience 40 shows across eight
venues over four days in one city!
A wide variety of musical genres
are represented in the lineup, and
daytime activities are free and fun
for the whole family.

APRIL EVENTS CONTINUED

2/
28

29

Alvin [27-29] Frontier
Days, (832) 868-1478,
alvinrotary.org

Gun Barrel City [28-29]

Quilt Show, (903) 391-3241,

gunbarrelquiltersguild.org

McKinney [28-29] James
Camacho, (214) 769-0645,
thecomedyarena.com

Seguin [28-29] Yellow
Rose Fiber Fiesta,

(210) 422-0619,
yellowrosefiberfiesta.com

Saint Jo [28-30] The
Real West Symposium,
therealwest.org

Hillsboro Wine and
Photography Art Walk,
(843) 442-7424

Ingram Stonehenge Celtic
Festival and Highland
Games, (830) 367-5121,
hcaf.com

Johnson City JCTX
Jazz and Art Festival,
(830) 868-7111,
johnsoncitytx.org

Kerrville Hill Country
Chorale Spring Concert,
(830) 321-0303,
hillcountrychorale.org

Nacogdoches [29-30]
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church Multicultural
Festival, (936) 564-7807,
sacredheartnac.org

Waco [29-30] Central
Texas Comic Con,
ctxcomiccon.com

Llano [29-30, May 5-7]
The Savannah Sipping
Society, facebook.com/
llanocommunitytheater

MAY

05

06

Brenham [5-6] Maifest,
(979) 337-7580,
brenhammaifest.com

Burnet [5-6] Utopiafest,
utopiafest.com

Milam [5-6] Trade
Days, (430) 558-7134,
milamsettlers.org

Port Aransas [5-6, 12-13]
PalmFest, (361) 444-3631,
palmfestporta.com

Hilltop Lakes Kentucky
Derby Gala,

(713) 503-0470,
hilltoplakes.com

Quitaque Experience
Caprock, (806) 455-1492,
tpwd.texas.gov

The Colony Up, Up

& Away Festival of Flight,
(972) 625-1106,
visitthecolonytx.com

Willow City Willow City
Volunteer Fire & Rescue
Department's Fundraiser,
(830) 456-3785,
willowcityfd.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM




FOCUS ON TEXAS

o e Texans love to make a splash. So stock the
1 I I cooler and grab your river shoes—it's time
to dive in and test the waters.
| I Ri CURATED BY GRACE FULTZ

1 STEVE COYLE
PEDERNALES EC

"Taking in sunset on Galveston Bay with
a squall line approaching from the north.”
2 WENDY ALLEY MLADENKA

SAN BERNARD EC

A family day of kayaking on the Colorado
River near Beason's Park in Columbus.

3 ANGELA RIED

GRAYSON-COLLIN EC

The Frio River in Garner State Park.

4 TAWNI AND MICHAEL WAYNE SOLISE
BANDERA EC

Stopping for a drink at sunset in Bandera.

Upcoming Contests

oue apr 10 Hoof and Horn ELAE

pue may 10 Night Sky %}%

pue Jun 10 Helping Out =]
Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

See Focus on Texas on our website for more
Riding the River photos from readers.
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OBSERVATIONS

Rise Up West

10 years after a deadly explosion,
the town is stronger than ever

BY JEFFREE WYN ITRICH

38 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2023

AS THE SAYING GOES, I wasn’t born here,
but I got here as soon as I could. And here
is the small Czech town of West, north of
Waco. I knew about this charming town
long before I followed my Texas roots to
settle here in the land of my forebears,
who go back to the post-Civil War period.
I remember with razor-sharp clarity
the night I watched a story on the
evening news detailing how 30 tons of
ammonium nitrate exploded in a West
fertilizer plant on April 17, 2013, at 7:51 in
the evening. Five years later, my husband
and I settled in West. It was only then
that I understood the full scope of the ex-
plosion that registered as a 2.1 magnitude
tremor and blasted a crater in the ground
nearly 100 feet wide and 10 feet deep.
Fifteen people died in the tragedy,
12 of them volunteer firefighters who

A memorial created in 2017
stood across the street
from where the fertilizer
plant exploded in West.

responded to a fire—later determined to
be intentionally set—before it triggered
the explosion that turned the scene into
a war zone. In moments, 350 homes were
destroyed or damaged, a nursing home
came down like a tornado had roared
through, and the emergency medical
services building buckled and fell.
Tommy Muska, the mayor then and

still today, estimated that there was
$200 million in damage to the city and
its schools and businesses.

The destruction was so severe that
many outsiders projected it would be
West’s demise. Those outsiders, how-
ever, didn’t grasp the soul of this town.
“The city of West will not be defined by
the explosion but by the resilience and
the spirit of the citizens to rebuild their
community,” Muska said last fall. And
that is exactly what has happened, in a
remarkably short period of time.

Anyone who visits West these days
won’t find any physical evidence of blast
damage. In the 10 years since the disaster,
there have been more than 1,000 residen-
tial and commercial building permits is-
sued, 82 new homes and three new schools
built, 123 remodels completed, and over
$10 million in infrastructure improve-
ments made. Currently, there are five sub-
divisions being built, in all price ranges.

A person has to wonder: How did this
small town pull itself up by its bootstraps
in the face of such overwhelming tragedy?

In short, the blast brought people
together in unexpected ways. Their
resilience and staunch faith made them
stronger and more united than ever.
They are a people who have proved
themselves unshakable, even in the face
of profound heartache and grief.

Perhaps Muska said it best when 10
years ago he proclaimed, “This town will
not die on my watch.” He was not alone
in his commitment. The entire town
lived it, believed it and made sure West
would not only survive but would thrive.

And indeed it has. @

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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Your dollar is backed by nothing. It's just paper.

| WENT BACK ON
/ THE GOLD STANDARD.

< g ~ KATIE FROM TEXAS Did you know that the average U.S. family’s wealth plunged
s b Rl " OTRVE CLIENT nearly 40% during the Great Recession? Meanwhile,
gold gained MORE THAN 75%. Don’t be unprepared
when an unexpected economic crisis hits. Learn how you
i can protect and grow your money by diversifying your assets
i with physical gold before it’s too late.

As the only gold company in the world led by a former U.S.
Mint Director, U.S. Money Reserve proudly offers the ultimate
Gold Information Kit—and it’s yours absolutely FREE.
This complimentary guide answers the most commonly
b ¢ asked questions about gold ownership, shows how gold
e ‘ can protect and grow your money, and gives you access to
special introductory offers you won’t find anywhere else.

Unlock the secret to wealth protection with your

Order the Ultimate Gold Information Kit
from the experts at U.S. Money Reserve, e %ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ& Protection
with over 65 pages of “insider” information} [ = ; - in the Risk Zone

Why Own Gold NOW

The Secrets to Gold Ownership
Maximizing Your Profit Potential
Exclusive Offers and Intro Savings

CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY! - . Z
1-855-426-7168 g FREE BONUS REPORTS!
e 1 Call right now to receive two exclusive
. BONUS reports: 25 Reasons to Own Gold Now
and Protection in the Risk Zone!

E——

\./ (Y -ccreomeo AAA RATING [ Customer Satisfaction we suprorT
v v [5:Y BUSINESS Lm Eg_rs\lsrber;ser * * * * * ICTA
l A+ RATED alliance 4'8 / 5 ratlng YOUR INDUSTRY WATCHDOG
US. MONEY

©2023 U.S. Money Reserve. The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks.
—RE S ERVE— The company is not affiliated with the U.S. Government and the U.S. Mint. Past performance of the coin

or the market cannot predict future performance. Prices may be more or less based on current market conditions.
AMERICA’S GOLD AUTHORITY" Al calls recorded for quality assurance. Coins enlarged to show detail. Offer void where prohibited.
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GetTV.
:ch _SaveABundie >300 &,
Tun; InToYou. On TV And Internet! Visa® Prepaid card . Gt $300.
1234 57?8 9012 345k

4000

EXPIRES
Gift Card END 01/25

.y B VISA
il i i

Fma >3oovws;\ Gm ot 'you ing remium customer qualification only).

3-Year TV Price __OnlyDISH Offersa
Guarantee 3YeirTVPriceGuarantee  |T'S FINALLY HERE!

Reliable 5G

esein | Sk v @ | HOME INTERNET

E 3 va ¢D No Data Limits
% O~ NeWSmXW =srn2 O A O No Contract

| No Upfront Cost

It’s All Included for $79.99! 7 No Equipment Fees

«” 190 Channels With Locals No Installation

« Live, Recorded And Streaming TV All On Your DVR Lifetime Price Lock
«/ Free Premium Channels ;mOW'“ME o $ Includes All
«/ Free Professional Installation M 50 Taxes and Fees!

+’ A Reliable Signal, Now Backed By Our Reliability Guarantee month for Intemet

V service not required for Internet. Speeds and prices vary by provider
Call for details or visit godish.com/internet

Live TV + Streaming in One Place!

with DISH Anywhere App and Google Assistant
NETFLIX HBOMAX

primevideo & giscovery+
S —

iSe Habla Espaﬁol! godish.com/priceguarantee O, 1 866 290 7151 d Sh

Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm « Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time

O Hey Google

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: Requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may
apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 4/12/23. Offer requires 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 3-year price
guarantee at $79.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1 TV. Included in 3-year price guarantee for
additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($94.99 for AT120+, $99.99 for AT200, $109.99 for AT250), monthly fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers
with additional functionality may be $10-$15). NOT included in 3- ?/ear price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium
channels), DISH Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $20/mo. for Showtime, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel.
Remote: The DISH Voice Remote with Google Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper Joey or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. Other: All
packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected, you will be billed
$10.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 3 years, then-current everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free
standard professional installation only. Reliability Guarantee: limited time offer, subject to change. Available only to new or returning former customers. Guarantee covers signal loss outages due
to normal weather and/or technical issues. Does not cover signal loss outages due to user error. Does not cover changes in programming content. To receive outage credits, you must contact
DISH customer service by phone or chat within 72 hours of the outage. Upon verifying the outage, DISH will issue bill credits in daily increments from the time of the outage until the outage is
restored. Not available to DISH Outdoors customers. 99% signal reliability based on data from set-top boxes. Not a guarantee of signal in all weather conditions. Watching live and recorded TV
on DISH Anywhere requires internet-connected Hopper an(?compatlble mobile device. Miscellaneous: Taxes or surcharges may apply. All packages and offer subject to change without notice.
Additional restrictions may apply. Netflix, Prime Video, HBO Max and Discovery Plus streaming memberships required. Indiana C.P.D Re -19-08615.©2023 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved.
Intemet speeds, prices,and prowdersvarybycustomeraddress $50 pricereferstowidely available planfrommultiple providers. Restrictions apply.. Natlonmdeavalla%lllty |ssubjecttochangewrthout notice. Theapplicationof “NoData
Limits"varies by provider, but commonly means that your access to the Intemet will not%e stopped by going overadata limit, but that speeds may be lowered. Callfor details. Intemet not provided by DISHand will be billed separately.



